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News analysis 

Lieberman draws no line between religion, policy 
By SHARON SAMBER 

Behind the headlines 

A Jewish veep? Most voters 
could accept it, analysts say 
By PETER EPHROSS 
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WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman (D-Conn.) has 
been in public life a long 
time and has left an exten
sive public trail of voles 
and positions on the issues. 
But when AI Gore named 
the two-term U.S. seIUltor 
and former Connecticu t 
attorney general as his JUn
ning mate last week, as 
much was initially made 
of Lieber-man 's reI igion as 
his record on the issues. 
Lieberman, who is Ortho
dox, will be the first Jew in 
U.S. history to be named 
to a major national party 
ticket. 

Perhaps this scrutiny on 
his religion comes be
cause Lieberman's reli
gious convictions form 
the base for his political 
beliefs. His record shows 
him to be a moderate 
Democrat who crosses 
party lines on certain is
sues. His moderate ap
proach fits most of the 
agendas supported by 
mainstream Jewish or
ganizations. On many 
domestic issues, such as 
gun control, abortion and 
hate crimes, Lieberman 
supports much of what 
those organizations stand 
for: some increased gun 

SEN. JOSEPH LIEBERMAN (D-Conn.), left, Vice President AI Gore, center, 
and Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) attend an Israel Policy Forum dinner last 
year. Gore named Lieberman to be his running mate August 7 in the U.S. 
presidential elections in November. Credit: Robert A. CuminslJTA. 

control, the right of a 
woman to choose and 
national hate crimes leg
islation. 

parents so they could 
choose to send their chil
dren to attend public, pri
vate or parochial schools. 

One issue that may de
fine him as u candidate -
and at the same time di
vides the American Jew
ish community - is school 
vouchers, government 
money that could be used 
for private schools. 
Lieberman co-sponsored 
legislation in 1995 that 
would have provided 
vouchers to low-income 

Most Jewish organiza
tions oppose school 
vouchers, fearing even 
indirect government 
funding of parochial 
schools would still vio
late the separation be
tween church and state. 
But Orthodox groups side 
with Lieberman. "Cer
tainly he has been one of 
the key champions of 

Choice of Lieberman a milestone for American Jews 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Lieberman runs against the grain with 
his support for school vouchers, while 
resisting the release of Jonathan Pollard, 
the former U.S. naval analyst serving a 
life sentence in a U.S, jail for spying for 
Israel. 

"This is no slam dunk for the Jewish 
community," said Mandell Ganchrow, 
president of the Orthodox Union, for 
whom Lieberman serves as a memberof 
the board of directors. "Joe Lieberman 
has a wonderful record to stand on, 
people love him and admire him, but it's 
not automatic that Jews will vote for 
him. People will judge him on the is
sues. And that's the way it should be." 

Conversely, Lieberman is expected to 
continue to judge issues on their merit, 
regardless of what the majority of Jews 
think. If fact. one Jewish activist in 
Connecticut said his vaunted independ
ence combined with Jewishness may 
make him more immune to Jewish pres
sure groups. While Lieberman has al
ways been actively involved with Jew
ish causes, theactivistsaid it sometimes 
appears that his Senate colleague from 
Connecticut, Christopher Dod~i, is even 
more receptive to Jewish public opin
ion. ''I'm going to tell Joe Lieberman 
how Jews feel? He knows how Jews 
feel," said the activist, who requested 
anonymity. "It would be chutzpah to 
say, 'If you do this, you'll alienate the 
Jews.' loe's not a candidute of the Jews; 
he's a candidate who happens to be a 
Jew. " 

While Jewish leaders, accustomed to 
the limelight and the struggle to enter 

the mainstream, cheered the news Au
gust 7, they acknowledged the initial 
trepidation felt by some lay members of 
the commun ity. Indeed, some wondered 
privately whether Lieberman's nomina
tion "is good for the Jews." So the ques
tion for some was not so much, "Is 
America ready for a lew ish VP?" but 
"Are Jews ready for a Jewish VP?" 

"There is a schizophrenia in the Jew
ish community where, on the one hand, 
we want to exert influence, while on the 
other hand, we're sensitive to the ques
tion of lewish power," said Foxman. "I 
think there's still a remnant of this schizo
phrenia, this discomfort. But from where 
I sit, I think we've matured and moved 
past that." Anxiety about the potential 
for such a high-profile Jewish politician 
-for example, if crisis strikes America, 
will Jews be blamed? - touches on a 
deeper pathology, one ingrained over 
centuries, if not millennia, say observ
ers. 

"There is a predisposition to create 
Jewish identity based on fear of 'the 
other,' .. said Rabbi Irwin Kula, presi
dent of CLAL, the National lewish 
Center for Learning and Leadership. 
"There has been a lot of trauma, and the 
trauma is real. But this should be part of 
the process of healing that trauma. 
America is a qualitatively different place 
than any in which Jews have ever lived. 
"It's a very new challenge to build Jew
ish identity in a place of freedom and 
affluence, rather than in persecution and 
insecurity. We should stop worrying 
about who's an anti-Semite, and let's be 
who we are." 

school choice in the Sen
ate," said Abba Cohen, 
director and counsel of 
the Washington office of 
Agudath Israel of 
America. Lieberman's 
plan doesn't directly pro
vide vouchers, but it is an 
incentive program and an 
"important step," accord
ing to Cohen. 

Another issue that may 
demonstrateLieberman's 
pragmatic approach is his 
stance on prayer in pub
lic schools. Whilehegen
erally opposes such 
prayer, in 1992 
Lieberman spoke out 
against a Supreme Court 
decision that struck down 
prayer in school gradua
tion ceremonies. "Stu
dents who are graduating 
will lose much more than 
they will gain from the 
prohibition of prayer at 
their graduation," he said. 
The Supreme Court this 
year said student-led 
prayers at high school 
football games are not 
constitutional. The court 
is expec'ted to address the 
issue of student-led 
prayers at graduations in 
the coming term. 

Lieberman also takes a 
centrist approuch to for
eign policy. A strong sup
porter of Israel and for
eign aid to the Jewish 
state, Lieberman did not 
want (0 put pressure on 
the administration to ad
vance an American peace 
plan while Israeli-Pales
tinian negotiations were 
going on last year. In a 
letter to the administra
tion from 81 senators led 
by Lieberman, he said, 
"It would be a serious 
mistake for the United 
States to change from its 
traditional role as 
facilitator of the peace 
process to using public 
pressure against Israel." 

NEW YORK (JTA) - When AI Smith campaigned 
for U.S. president - and lost - in 1928, his Roman 
Catholicism was used against him. When John F. 
Kennedy successfully ran for president in 1960, he felt 
the need to make speeches that distanced himself from 
the pope. But Sen. Joseph Lieberman's Orthodox 
Judaism is not likely to be a burden for him as the 
Democratic senator from Connecticut goes on the 
stump as AI Gore's running mate, In fact, analysts say, 
Lieberman's beliefs may even help him and Gore. 

Americans apparently have come a long way when it 
comes to the acceptance of publ ic officials from minor
ity religions - even if they might have a little way to go, 
as indicated by this comment about Lieberman from 
Sen. John Breaux (D-La.). "I think people don't care so 
much about where he goes to church on Sunday, but 
just that he has the moral values and principles to lead 
the country," Breaux said. Despite misunderstandings 
about when Jews worship, a poll that has tracked 
American views on religion and the presidency sup
ports the view that religion is less of a factor for voters 
than it used to be. 

In 1937, the Gallup organization found that 46 per
cent of Americans would vote for a Jewish person for 
president. By 1999, that number had climbed to 92 
percent. Smith, the son of Irish immigrants. was the 
Democratic governor of New York when he ran for 
president in 1928 against Republican Herbert Hoover. 
Smith had other things that hurt him in that election. He 
was against the prohibition on alcohol then in effect in 
the United States, and he was running against the 
incumbent party during a period of economic prosper
ity that lasted until the stock market crash of 1929 and 
the Great Depression. But his religion was certainly a 
factor. 

One rumor circulated that Smith was in favor of 
building a tunnel underneath the Atlantic Ocean to 
connect Washington to the Vatican, and a leaflet pub
lished in New York read: "When the Catholics rule the 
United States, And the Jew grows a Christian nose on 
his face, When the Pope is the head of the Ku Klux 
Klan, In the land of the Uncle Sam, Then AI Smith will 
be our President, And the country not worth a damn." 
Smith lost the election to Hoover, earning 41 percent of 
the vote. 

By 1960, when Kennedy ran against RepUblican 
Richard Nixon, anti-Catholicism had waned, but it had 
not dissipated entirely. Questions were raised about the 
Massachusetts senator's "dual loyalty" - that as a 
Catholic, he owed more allegiance to the Vatican than 
to the United States. Even some liberal Protestant 
theologians voiced concerns about the lack of inde
pendence within the Roman Catholic Church. 

I~ a speech at a Houston hotel in September, Kennedy 
deCIded to tackle the issue head-on. "I believe in a 
president whose views on religion are his own private 
affair, neither imposed on him by the nation nor im
posed by the nation upon him as a condition to holding 
that office," Kennedy said. "I believe in an America 
where the separation of church and state is absolute," 
Kennedy said, adding that he opposed publ ic funds for 
any church or church school. 

That speech is credited with having put the issue to 
rest in the election - although while Kennedy earned 80 
pcrcent of the Catholic vote, he received less than one
third of the Protestant vote. Observers say attitudes 
have changed in the United States In the past 40 years. 
Lieberman himself supports school voucher plans that 
provide government funds to help needy students at
tend parochial or private schools. Districts with minus
culeJewish populations have Jewish representatives in 
Congress. 

"Th.ere will still be a whispering campaign against 
Joe Lieberman, and there will still be an anti-Semitic 
vote," sai? Allun Lichtman, the chairman of the depurt
~lent of hIstory atAmeri~an University. But, he added, 
those who would not be likely to vote forJoe Lieberman 

on religious grounds would not be likely to vote for Al 
Gor~ anyway." Gore doesn't need any help with the 
JeWIsh vote. Jews overwhelmingly vote Democratic 
and the Clinton-Gore administration has been popula; 
with most Jewish voters. 
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news 

Hadassah Lieberman known/or 
hard work and volunteerism 

By JULIE WIENER 

What's a Jewish Republican 
to do with Lieberman on the 

other ticket? 
By SHARON SAMBER 

NEW YORK (JT A) -
Minutes after the official 
announcement that her 
husband would be the first 
Jewish vice presidential 
candidate on a mujor 
ticket, Hadassah 
Lieberman stepped on the 
national stage. "Here I am 
the daughter of survivors 
from the Holocuust, the 
most horrendous thing 
that happened," she said 
August 8, standing with 
Democratic presidential 
candidate AI and Tipper 
Gore, and her husband, 
Sen. Joseph Lieberman, 
at a World War II memo
rial in Nashville. "And 
here I am in the place that 
commemorates the 
American heroes, the sol
diers who actually liber
ated my mother in Dachau 
and Auschwitz." 

She immediately added 
her thanks for being an 
American and said, 
"Whether you and your 
family immigrated from 
Europe, Africa, Mexico, 
Latin America or Asia, I 
am standing here for you. 
This country is our coun
try!" Born Hadassah 
Freilich in post-war 
Czechoslovakia, 
Lieberman is the daugh
ter of two Holocaust sur
vivors. Her mother, Ella, 
survived both Auschwitz 
and Dachau and her fa
ther, Samuel, survived a 
Nazi labor camp. The 
family came to the United 
States in the early I 950s, 
when she was 3 years old. 

AL GO RE, Democratic presidential candidate, sec
ond from left, his wife, Tipper, left, and vice presi
dential candidate Joseph Lieberman and his wife, 
Ha(Jassah, greet the crowd at an event August 8 in 
Nashville where Gore introduced Lieberman as his 
running mate for November's election. Credit: Gore 
2000. Inset photo at right: Hadassah Lieberman. 
Credit: Photo courtesy COllllecticlIf Jewish Ledger. 

Lieberman, 52, grew up 
in Gardner, Mass., where 

her father served as a con
gregational rabbi. A 
graduate of Boston Uni
versity, Lieberman has 
spent most of her career 
doing public relations on 
health-related issues. 
Until recently, she 
worked for the National 
Research Council, link
ing American corpora
tions to mathematics and 
science education reform. 
She has also worked with 
the Hospital of Saint 
Raphael in New Haven, 
Conn., and for Pfizer, the 
national pharmaceutical 
company. 

The Liebermans met in 
1982, a meeting Joseph 

Facts about Lieberman 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Following are facts about 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.), AI Gore's running 
mate in the 2000 presidential election. 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.) 
Born: Feb. 24, 1942, in Stamford, Conn. Education: 

Bachelor's degree from Yale College in 1964; law 
degree from Yale Law School in 1967. Career: Elected 
to Connecticut State Senate, 1970-1980; served as 
majority leader, 1974-1980. Served as Connecticut's 
21st attorney general, 1982-1988. Elected to U.S. 
Senate in 1988, re-elected 1994. Legislation: Supports 
abortion rights, school vouchers and gun control. Fam
ily: Lives in New Haven, Conn., with his wife, Hadassah; 
they have one daughter together. He has a son and 
daughter from a previous marriage, and she has a son 
from a previous marriage. They have two granddaugh
ters. Religious life: Member of two Orthodox syna
gogues in Washington and Connecticut. He has said he 
will work on Shabbat only to promote "the respect and 
protection of human life and well being." He has said 
he will vote on legislation and participate in important 
meetings on Shabbat, but won't campaign. Books: 
"The Power Broker" (1966), a biography oflate Demo
cratic Party Chairman John M. Bailey; "The Scorpion 
and the Tarantula" (1970); a study of early efforts to 
control nuclear proliferation; "The Legacy" (1981), a 
history of Connecticut politics; "Child Support in 
America" (1986); "In Praise of Public Life" (2000). 

Liebernlan described in 
his book, "In Praise of 
Public Life," as "chemis
try at first conversation 
and later that day love at 
first sight." Lieberman's 
first husband, Rabbi 
Gordon Tucker, is a 
former rabbinical school 
dean at the Conservative 
inovement's Jewish 
Theological Seminary 
and now a congregational 
rabbi in suburban New 
York. Her son from that 
marriage, Ethan, is a 
third-year rabbinical stu
dent and doctoral candi
date at lTS. 

Known in Washington 
for her volunteerism, 
Lieberman has been p'ar
ticularly active as a board 
member in the nonde
nominationallewish day 
school from which the 
Liebermans' 12-year-old 
daughter, Hana, recently 
graduated. Susan Koss, 
head of the Jewish Pri
mary Day School, said 
the Liebermans "truly are 
wonderful people, 
nonpretentious and hon
est. "She's willing to 
work. She doesn 'tjust sit 
and have her name on sta
tionery, but puts forth ef
fort. She doesn't under
take jobs she won't 
fulfill. " 

Lieberman has also 
volunteered with the 
American Committee for 
Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center in lerusalem, or
ganizing a delegation to 
Israel for a U.S.-Israel 
conference on women's 
health issues and creat
ing an advisory network 
on women's health. 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - If you are a Jewish Re
pUblican, you might want a leader who would support 
school vouchers, encourage fiscal conservatism, pro
tect values, strengthen Israel and want to move the U.S. 
Embassy to Jerusalem. Sounds like Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman. In fact, the man AI Gore picked to be his 
running mate is someone Republ icans have trouble 
attacking and Jews may find difficult to stay away 
from. The campaign of Texas Gov. George W. Bush 
stressed the differences between Gore and Lieberman 
and has even gone.so far as to paint Lieberman as akin 
to a RepUblican. "AI Gore has chosen a man whose 
positions are more similar to Gov. Bush's than to his 
own," Bush spokesman Ari Fleischer said. 

Lieberman responded to those charges August 8 
when he was officially introduced as Gore's running 
mate. Republ icans "responded to the news that AI Gore 
had picked me by saying that George Bush and I think 
al ike," Lieberman said. "With all due respect, I think 
that's like saying that the veterinarian and the taxider
mist are in the same business because either way you 
get your dog back." Wi II the historic choice of the first 
Jew on a national party ticket make any difference at 
the polls for lewish Republicans come November? "I 
doubt if Jewish Republ icans will change their minds," 
says Murray Friedman, an American lew ish historian 
who heads the American Jewish Committee office in 
Philadelphia. 

The real nieaning of Lieberman 's selection, Friedman 
said, is that it shows Jews are moving toward the right, 
though he admitted that Gore may pick up I or 2 
percent more of the Jewish vote now that he has an 
Orthodox Jew at his side. Gore is expected to win 
around 80 percent of the lewish vote. 
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