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Barak shuffles the deck just to stay in the game 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
• No longer having a ma
jori ty in the Knesset, 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak moved rapidly last 
week to shift public at
tention away from his 
political weakness to his 
gritty determination to 
stay in power. Barak filled 
four cabinet positions that 
had been held by parties 
that left his coal it ion with 
members of his One Is
rael Party, and they set 
about purging officials 
put in place by the prev i
ous ministers. 

At the same time, gov
ernment sources inti
mated that informal talks 
with the Palestinians are 
continuing with a view to 
resuming the peace ne
gotiations broken off at 
Camp David last month. 
And, in a third step de
signed to shore up his 
power - or at least the 
perception of his power -
Barak launched into high
profile discussions with 
possible new coalition 
allies with a view to shor
ing up his much depleted 
coalition. 

The purge at the minis
tries incl uded the peremp
tory dismissal - it was 
billed a "resignation" - of 
the director general of the 
foreign ministry, Eitan 
Ben-Tsur, and the recall 
of Likud-appointed en-

, voys abroad, among them 
the ambassador to France, 
former Likud legislator 
Eliahu Ben-Elissar. 
Barak, who took over the 
Foreign Ministry himself 
after the resignation two 
weeks ago of David Levy, 
plans to appoint a profes
sional diplomat and close 
political confidant, Alon 
Liel, as director general. 
Liel served as Israel i am
bassador to South Africa 
during the ,1990s. Levy 
reacted by claiming that 
Barak had "lost his 
senses" and was trying to 
ram through appoint
ments while he still has 
power. 

But Barak denied that 
he was "settling the 
score" with Levy, who 
resigned amid charges 
that Barak had conceded 
too much to the Palestin
ians at Camp David. "It is 
natural for the director 
general to change when a 
new minister comes in," 
Barak' said at a briefing 
August 8. "As for the 
ambassadors, their con
tracts were up, and they 
had known this for a long 
time." In the reshuftl ing 
of other cabinet assign
ments, Communications 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, watched by a 
body guard, arrives for a memorial service in Jer~
salem Aug. 2 after being defeated in a Knesset vote 
to introduce alaw to disperse the government and 
call for new elections. Barak, who is attempting to 
shift focus away from his political weakness, last 
week filled four cabinet positions that had been held 
by parties that left his coalition with members of his 
One Israel Party. Credit: Brian HendlerlJTA. 

Minister Benjamin Ben
Eliezer took over the 
housing portfol io; Fi
nance Minister Avraham 
Shochat assumed the In
frastructure Ministry; 
Cabinet minister Haim 
Ramon took over the In
terior Ministry; and Jus
tice Minister Yossi Beilin 
assumed the religious af
fairs portfolio. 

These ministries had 
been held by the three 
parties - Shas, Yisrael 
Ba'Aliyah and the Na
tional Religious Party -
that bolted the governing 
coal ition on the eve of the 
Camp David summit. 
Barak and his team of 
ministers soon made it 
clear that there would be 
a price to be paid for these 
defections. After taking 
over the Housing Minis
try, which had been held 
by Yitzhak Levy of the 
NRP, Ben-Eliezervowed 
there would be far less 
money for Jewish settle
ments in the West Bank 
and much more for Negev 
development towns. 

Moving into the Reli
gious Affairs Ministry, 
Beilin ordered the trans
fer of a key rabbinical 
department to the Chief 
Rabbinate. This depart
ment, which is responsi
ble for the appointment 
of hundreds of rabbis 
around the country, has 
traditionally been a fer
tile source of patronage 
for the pol itical parties 
that have run the ministry 
- most recently Shas. 
Beil in said he would I ike 
to dismantle the ministry 
entirely, subsuming its 
functions into the Inte
rior Ministry and the 10-

cal authorities. 
For his part, Ramon, 

stepping into the Interior 
Ministry, formerly a 
Yisrael Ba' Aliyah 
fiefdom, deliberately nur
tured expectations that 
heads would roll. In these 
and other ministries, doz
ens of aides, advisers, 
consultants, secretaries 
and drivers that were ap
pointed by the former 
ministers have been 
swept out by order of the 
civil service commis
sioner. The new caretaker 
ministers are now putting 
in their own people - to 
the great chagrin of the 
former coalition partners 
that previously ran the 
ministries. 

Barak and his party are 
determined to create an 
image of business as 
usual, despite the pre
mier's perilous condition 
in the Knesset, where the 
coalition controls only 42 
of the parliament's 120 
seats. They believe that 
during the current three
month Knesset recess the 
premier cannot constitu
tionally be voted out of 
office by a no-confidence 
motion. They therefore 
feel that they have a 
breathing space in which 
to reassert their control 
over the country and per
haps rebuild their coali
tion. 

With this in mind, 
Barak met August 6 with 
Knesset member Roman 
Bronfman, who last year 
broke away along with 
one colleague from Natan 
Sharansky's Yisrael 
Ba' Aliyah Party to form 
his own party, Demo
cratic Choice. 

Barak takes over at foreign ministry 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak (R) and Foreign Ministry Director General Eytan 
Ben-Tzur at the foreign ministry August 7. Copyright: /sranet. 

Prime Minister Ehud Barak took over the 'portfolio of the foreign ministry 
following the resignation of former Foreign Minister David Levy two weeks 
earlier. On August 7 Barak went to the foreign ministry to formally take over and 
meet with senior staff. Once again things did not go so smoothly for the prime 
minister, as the Foreign Ministry Director General Eytan Ben-Tzur resigned from 
his post August 7. 

Polls of Israelis and Palestinians 
reveal low support for Barak, Arafat 
By BRIAN SEIDMAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Israeli and Pal
estinian suppqrt for their leaders' posi
tions in the peace process is low in the 
wake of the failed Camp David summit, 
according to recent Middle East polls. 
In a joint Israeli-Palestinian survey, 57 
percent of Israelis answered that Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak's negotiating 
stance at Camp David represented "too 
much of a compromise," with most Pal
estinians responding the same way about 
Palestinian Authority President Yasser 
Arafat's positions. 

The Palestinian Center for Policy and 
Research in RamaIlah and the Harry S. 
Truman Research Institute for the Ad
vancement of Peace at the Hebrew Uni
versity in Jerusalem jointly conducted 
this survey. However, Yaacov Shamir, 
the Hebrew University professor who 
worked on this poll, said the results do 
not necessarily indicate opposition to 
the peace process. "If you compare the 
results to the past, and understand that 
40 percent at this point agree to some 
kind of division in Jerusalem, this is a 
very important, big step in terms of 
becoming more moderate," he said. 

In fact, nearly 75 percent of Israelis 
and Palestinians interviewed in his poll 
agreed that, "in the long run, a peace 
agreement will be reached and the break
down of talks does not signal the end of 
negotiations." But fifty-seven percent 
of Palestinians said violence will help 
them "achieve greater political gains 
than in negotiations." Khalil Shikaki, 
who directed the Palestinian portion of 
the survey, said violence can result in 

peace gains - such as a violent Septem
ber 1996 confrontation between Israelis 
and Palestinians over the opening of a 
new entrance to an archaeological tun
nel near the Temple Mount that he be
lieves helped lead to the subsequent 
transfer of Hebron to the Palestinians. 

"Palestinians read that as a sign that 
violence is not counterproductive,"said 
Shikaki, the director of the Palestinian 
center, adding that the support for the 
violence came in a question that as
sumed peace talks will fail. The results, 
Shamir said, "reflect the frustration of 
the Palestinians from the current situa
tion." Nearly two-thirds of Israeli Jews 
in a monthly Peace Index poll conducted 
by the Tami Steinmetz Center for Peace 
Research said they oppose allowing east
ern Jerusalem to become the capital of a 
future Palestin ian state even if it is the 
"last obstacle" to a peace agreement. 

In this poll, 39 percent ofIsraeli Jews 
said they believe negotiations should be 
temporarily frozen if Arafat declares 
Palestinian statehood unilaterally, as he 
has threatened to do on Sept. 13. Ac
cording to this poll, there are Israeli 
Jews in the "anti-peace camp" who do 
not necessarily oppose an agreement, 
but are suspicious of the Palestinians's 
commitment to peace. Camp David only 
served to reinforce this group's suspi
cions, said Ephraim Yuchtman-Ya'ar, 
director of the Steinmetz Center. 

Looking at the joint poll results, Shamir 
said, "Both publics really are very will
ing to reconcile and have peace, but they 
are not willing to pay the price for it at 
this point in time." 
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WhatwillhappenonSept.13? Analystspaintdlfjerentscenarios 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- Whenever the'late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
lagged behind an agreed 
timetable in the peace 
process, he used to de
clare that "there are no 
sacred dates." Now, 
though using somewhat 
less direct language than 
his former partner in 
peace, Palestin ian Au
thority President Yasser 
Arafat is implying the 
same thing. 

On the record, and es
pecially when addressing 
Arab audiences, Arafat is 
sticking to Sept. 13 as the 
date for declaring an in
dependent Palestinian 
state. But his spokesmen 
have explained that while 
Arafat has the right to 
make the unilateral dec
laration, he will not nec
essary exert that right. 

According to the latest 
evaluations of the Israel 
Defence Force's intelli
gence department, Arafat 
is now willing to post
pone the declaration until 
Nov. 15, or perhaps even 
until Jan. I, the anniver
sary of the founding of 
Arafat's Fatah Party. 

Salim Zanoun, the 
chairman of the Palestine 
National Council, which 
is the parliament of the 
PLO, announced over the 
weekend that although the 
council's recent decision 
to declare an indep'endent 
state on Sept. 13 was still 
in force, it would meet 
again to decide whether 
to stick to that date. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
officials are emulating 
Arafat's bob-and-weave 
rhetoric. "I hear various 
speCUlations and reports 
in the media," Palestin
ian Minister of State Ziad 
Abu Ziad told JT A last 
week. "But from Arafat, 
I hear that he is deter
mined to go ahead and 
declare independence on 
Sept. 13. I have heard 
nothing different from 
him." 

When asked whether 
this is final, he modified 
his statement. "We still 
have one month until the 
target date," he said. 
"Let's wait and see what 
will happen." 

As the date approaches, 
various scenarios are be
ing painted as officials 
from both Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority 
deal with political reali
ties after the failed Camp 
David summit. 

A first scenario, painted 
in rosy hues: Arafat post
pones the declaration un-

Y ASSER ARAF AT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: Bobbing and 
weaving about the tar
get date. 

ti I after the U.S. pres i
dential elections - and 
perhaps until after a final 
peace agreement is 
reached with Israel. 

During the summit, 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak reportedly prom
ised Arafat that if they 
reached a peace agree
ment, Israel would be the 
first nation to recognize 
the new Palestinian state. 
With Israeli and Ameri
can approval, the newly 
born state would gain in
stant worldwide recogni
tion. 

In a second scenario, 
employing a palette of 
bleak tones, Arafat makes 
the declaration in the ab
sence of a final peace ac
cord and Israel responds 
with political counter
measures of its own. 

Palestinian threats to 
declare independence 
have long been part and 
parcel ofthe negotiations 
with Israel. Last year, 
Arafat threatened to de
clare a state on May 4, 
1999, the fifth anniver
sary of the start of Pales
tinian self-rule. 

In response, then-prime 
minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu threatened to 
unilaterally annex parts 
of the West Bank. 

Arafat refrained at the 
time from making the 
declaration because he 
did not want it to become 
an issue in theIsraeli elec
tions - which, according 
to most analysts, would 
have played into the 
hands of Netanyahu. 

Adopting a stance from 
Netanyahu's playbook, 
Barak has said that Israel 
would take its own uni
lateral actions - including 
annexing Jewish settle
ments in the West Bank
if Arafat declares a state. 

Avoiding specific 
threats, a spokesman for 
Barak would only say last 
week that the issue of Pal-

YOSSI BEILIN, Israeli 
justice minister: If Is
rael doesn't recognize 
it, declaration of inde
pendence will be "mean
ingless". 

estinian statehood "is cur
rently subject to negotia
tions, therefore any Pal
estinian entity will be the 
result of the present ne
gotiations." 

A third scenario is 
painted in gray: A unilat
eral declaration, which 
would in effect remain 
on paper with no actual 
measures on the ground. 
Israeli intelligence ex
perts view this scenario 
as probable, as long as' 
the Palestin ians see a 
chance for an accord with 
Israel. 

The in telligence depart
ment of the Israeli army 
has noted that contrary to 
doomsday prophecies 
following the collapse of 
the Camp David summit, 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have been excep
tionally quiet. Even if 
Arafat does declare a 
state, it is unclear how 
significant the move 
would be. 

During his current post
Camp David tour of for
eign capitals, Arafat met 
with Turkey's leaders in 
Ankara and tried to drum 
up their support for a Pal
estinian declaration of in
dependence. 

Bulent Ecevit, Tur
key's premier, reminded 
Arafat that Turkey had 
already recognized Pal
estinian independence 
back in November 1988, 
when the PLO first pro
claimed an independent 
state. The declaration had 
no political significance 
at the time. It may be just 
as insignificant now. 

Israeli Justice Minister 
Yossi Beilin, a staunch 
supporter of an independ
ent Palestinian state, is 
among those who hold 
this view. "Without the 
recognition of Israel, the 
declaration of independ
ence would be meaning
less." he said. 

This drew a tart retort 
from Palestinian minis
ter Abu Ziad. "He can 
analyze whatever he 
wishes, but the declm"a
tion of independence is 
very meaningful for us," 
he said. The purpose of 
Arafat's present tour is to 
secure as wide as support 
as possible for our inde
pendence, and I am sure 
we will gain such recog
nition, including Euro
pean recognition." 

raeli settlements and traf
fic arteries in the territo-

Yesha Council, which 
represents settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, does not anticipate 
violence once a Palestin
ian state is proclaimed. 

nes. 
The attacks soon dete

riOl'ate into pitched bat
tles between Palestinian 
policemen and Israeli sol
diers. Yisrael Harel, a fel
low at the Hartman Insti
tute in Jerusalem and a 
columnist for the Israeli 
daily Ha' arefz, ruled out 
this scenario. 

Even if the Palestinians 
do opt for violence, the 
end result will be the 
same, according to Harel. 
"Israel is not built to cope 
with low intensity con
flicts, and Arafat will not 
engage in an all-out war," 
he said. 

The fourth scenario is 
painted in blood: Arafat 
declares independence, 
thousands of Palestinians 
take to the streets and 
stage attacks against Is-

In his view, a confron
tation over an independ
ent Palestinian state is 
unlikely because "one 
way or another," Arafat 
will eventually gain the 
approval ofBarak. Harel, 
a former chairman of the 

Even if Ararat opts for 
a Palestinian uprising, he 
said, "I have no doubts 
that at the end of the day 
Israel will consent to a 
Palestinian state." 

President Katsav visits Jerusalem 
President Moshe Katsav (R) and his wife Gila listening to an explanation from 
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert at the observation site at Har Tzofim. Copyright: 
/sranet. 

Jerusalem was the location of the visit of newly-elected President Moshe Katsav 
and his wife Gila August 9 on one of their inaugural trips around different regions 
ofIsrael. Since becoming president at the beginning of August, Katsav and his wife 
made a similar tour of northern Israel. On August 9 the president was hosted by 
Jeru~alem Mayor Ehud Ol~ert. The ~resid~nt and his wife started their tour being 
receIved by the Jerusalem CIty Councli at cIty hall, afterwards the president and the 
mayor visited locations in both east and west of the city. Everywhere the new 
president and his wife went, they received a warm reception. 

Comments from Israeli president 
fan flames of secular-religious rift 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Less than two 
weeks on the job, Israeli President Moshe 
Katsav is learning how difficult it will 
be to keep his inaugural promise to 
foster unity. 

Katsav drew the ire of secular-rights 
activists over remarks attributed to him 
in an interview with a fervently Ortho
dox newspaper. The religiously observ
ant Katsav, who took office two weeks 
ago promising to promote tolerance and 
national unity, was quoted as saying that 
"the Jewish people would not exist if not 
for" the observant. "If secularism domi
nated in the past hundreds of years, we 
would have long ago disintegrated and 
dispersed. " 

He was also quoted as saying. making a 
reference to two legislators from secular 
parties, "I say to all of the Tommy Lapids 

and Yossi Sarids to show respect for those 
who keep the Torah commandments." 

Knesset member Joseph Paritzky, of 
the secular-rights Shinui Party headed 
by Lapid, threatened to start impeach
ment proceedings unless Katsav apolo
gized for the remarks. If not for the 
secular "Zionist movement that brought 
the Jewish people to its homeland," said 
Paritzky, "Katsav would still be silting 
in Iran under an Ayatollan regime." 

"If that's unity, I wonder what incite
ment is," said Sarid, leader of the Meretz 
Party. 

Katsav, who as a child immigrated 
with his family to Israel from Iran, tried 
to put a quick end to the controversy, 
saying his remarks were taken out of 
context and that he did not intend to 
offend anyone. Officials from Meretz 
and Shinui accepted Katsav's apology. 
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