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New Philip Roth novel explores American individualism 
The Human' Stain by Philip Roth. 
(2000: Houghton, Mimin, 361 pages). 

Reviewed by ELLIOT LEVEN 

I f you haven't read, a Philip .Roth 
book since Portnoy s Complamt or 

" Goodbye Columbus, you've been 
missing out on some of the best fiction 
of the late 20th century. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

Known 
for his 
youthful 
parodies 
of Ameri

can Jewish foibles, Roth has done the 
best writing of his career during the last 
six or seven years. Roth's recent novels 
American Pastoral, I Married a Com
munist and, now, The Human Stain, are 
more mature and complex than his early 
satires. 

One common feature of Roth 's recent 
novels has been the tech-

had never ittended a single class, were 
"spooks", in the sense of phantoms. It 
turned out that the students were black, 
and Silk was labelled a racist. 

After Silk was drummed out of the 
college, his wife died, apparently of 
heartbreak. The now-retired professor 
quickly begins a torrid affair with a 
woman half his age, who worked as a 
janitor at the college. The janitor's ex
husband, a mentally ill Vietnam war 
veteran, begins stalking the couple. The 
female professor who had led the criti
cism of Silk for the "spooks" incident, 
turns out to have had a crush on Silk all 
along. 

Most fascinating of all, we learn that 
Silk has a deep secret which he has 
never revealed to anyone during his 
adult life. He is actually not a Jew, but 
rather, a very light-skinned black. As a 
young man, he cut himself off from his 

. family and his past, in 

our imprint. Impurity, cruelty, abuse, embodimentofthe American dream. He 
error, excrement, semen - there's no gave up his roots in an ambitious effort 
other way to be here." to better himself in a difficult world. In 

One of Roth's great strengths as a many ways he was successful. But 
novelist is the richness and complexity Zuckerman (and Roth) leave us won-
of his characters, even the minor ones. dering if Silk paid too high a price for his 
All mixtures of positive and negative American success. 
traits his characters never lend them- With the publication of The Human 
selve~ to glib or simple analysis. Even Stain, there can be no doubt that 67-
the Vietnam-veteran ex-husband is never year-old Philip Roth is now at the very 
portrayed as a mere stereotype. Thedia- height of his literary powers. Readers 
logue and interplay among the charac- will be left looking forward to his next 
ters is never predictable. novel with pleasant anticipation. 

The novel is also fascinating because The writer is a 1 ewish Winnipeg law-
of what it says about modem America. yer and a past editor of The 1 ewish Post 
In some ways, Coleman Silk was the & News. 

Aimee & Jaguar 
Movie based on true story of lesbian love 

By NAOMI 

nique of setting a per
sonal, fictitious story 
against the backdrop of a 
true political story. In I 
Married a Communist, it 
was the anti-Communist 
hysteria of the early 
1950s. In The Human 
Stain it is the Clinton im

Roth's latest novel ord~r to g~t ahe~d ?s a 
. t . t th whItemanmaprejudlced 
IS ~e.· agams e society. 

PFEFFERMAN, 
Entertainment editor, 
Jewish Journal of 
Greater L.A. 

The project had been a 
long time coming. When 
the best-selling book, 
Aimee & Jaguar hit the 
stands in 1994, the direc
tor refused even to glance 
at it while visiting his lo
cal bookstore. The mar
ried-with-children direc
tor felt threatened because 
he already had his own 
lesbian-themed script, 
prompted by a memory 
that had stayed with him 
since he had visited Paris 
alone at 15. At that im
pressionable age, he had 

tor realized there was an
otherreason he was avoid-

. ing Aimee & Jaguar: "I 
was a coward," admits 
Farberbock, who knew a 
lesbian story set during 
the Holocaust was bound 
to raise eyebrows. Ulti
mately, however, the saga 
seduced him. Farberbock 
was captivated by a tale 
that broke every Holo
caust-film cliche and cap
tured the chaos of 1943 
Berlin, a place where 
"women put make-up on, 
looked attractive, and 
climbed over corpses on 
the way to their rendez- , 
vous," he says. "People 
who had lost their 
relatives ... danced at par
ties until they collapsed. 
Felice was also known for 
her (sexual) conquests .... 
She took what she could 
from life. Every moment 
she stole from the Nazis 
was a victory." 

polItIcal backdrop Silk's story is told by 
of the Clinton Nathan Zuckerman, a 
imp e a c h men t novelist. he befriends af-

• ter leavmg the college. 
L OS ANGELES 

- All afternoon, a 
despairing Max 

Farberbock paced his 
Berlin hotel room, drink
ing coffee and cognac. 
For three months, the 
German TV writer-direc
tor had been holed up in 
the hotel, tackling the 
script of his debut feature 
film, Aimee & Jaguar. 
Based on a 1994 book, 
the movie was to tell the 
true story of doomed les
bian love between Lilly 
Wust, a Nazi hausfrau, 
and Felice Schragenheim, 
a glamorous Jew-in-hid
ing in 1943 Berlin. 

hearmgs. Readers will recognize· 

peachment hearings of the late 1990s. 
The protagonist of the novel is 71-

year-old Coleman "Silky" Silk - a ~e~u
lar, American Jew who has had a dlstm
guished career as a professor and Dean 
at a small, New England college. His 
Judaism is completely unimportant to 
him and to three of his four adult chil
dren. 

SPOOKS 
In the twilight of his career, Silk is 

hounded out of his college for a seem
ingly innocent quip that two students, 
whom he had never seen because they 
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Zuckerman as a charac
ter and! or narrator of prev ious Roth nov
e�s. Though Zuckerman is an American 
Jewish writer of Roth's age, he is not 
actually Roth himself. As in previous 
novels, we learn almost as much about 
the Zuckerman character as about the 
characters we see through Zuckerman's 
eyes. 

IMPURE TRAIL 
The human stain of the. title is the 

impure trail left by even the best human 
beings as they make their way through 
life, according to Zuckerman: " ... we 
leave a stain, we leave a trail, we leave 

··Tt.A.I. 

. been startled by a vision 
in a window across the 
way from his pensione: 
Two bold young women, 
fully cIothep, gazing at 
each other into a mirror 
for a very long time. 

Around 1996, the direc-

.. Inspired by LOV~An· i.··n ·l110Yl\tiv~tribtllte 
"",,"9~ marriage, &. the connection ·between m.ans.&ltheil·.c:l1lt(lr~:s,; 

. Featt;ring new works by M~rk Godden. ... .... '. . 
- "," ," ',-" \' ,,: ",,:".,-.-' ": -, -',"-. ,."'" 

. Nutcracker \vinn~pe~fs ~6st.treaS~redh~liday· 
tradition returns! Featuring a lovabl~ bear; fearless inice, a • 
Christmas tree that grows on stage·and l(\Iented children. "a. .. 
fresh & ultra-festive holiday extravaganza" (W~G FRE~P~~S) .... 

' - -" , ', .. ' " 

. Plus our Guest Company L'ES GRANDS:BALLETS •...........• 
CANADIENS DE MONTREAL Fresh; dramatiC and·· 
acce~sible, (hey will introduce you toa new world br clance ... '. 

~WINNIP.EGB . 
", , " • _, ,;, J 

"Aimee & Jaguar," 
which refers to the lov
ers' pet names for each 

, other, went on to earn a 
Golden Globe nomina
tion and best actress 
awards at the Berlin In
ternational Film Festival; 
it also pleased Wust, now 
86, who hid two other 
Jewish women after 
Felice was taken off to 
Theresienstadt. After the 
war, Lilly says she never 
loved again; according to 

- Newsweek and other re
ports, she stored her me
mentos of Felice in two 
suitcases, and so despised 
Germany that, upon her 
death, she vowed to send 
the documents to her son, 
a convert to Judaism who 
now lives in Israel. See
ing Germans embrace the 
film changed her mind: 
Now the documents are 
willed to the neW Jewish 
Museum in Berlin. "I 
gave my consent for the 
book and the film because 
I wanted to create a me
morial to Felice," Wust 
has said. 

'~ 

Canadian Jewish news 

Holocaust memoirs published on the Web 
By CYNTHIA 
GASNER 

TORONTO - A book 
by Yiddishwriter Elkana 
K. Charmatz. based· on 
diaries he kept during 
World War II was re
cently translated into 
English. 

The work was an ex
tension of a project initi
ated by Concordia Uni
versity in Montreal four 
years ago. The mandate 
was to collect stories pre
viously unpublished in 
Canada written by Holo
caust survivors living in 
this country. The manu
scripts were circulated to 
major university librar
ies and Holocaust cen
tres. 

The Charmatz book 
was translated into Eng
lish by prize-winning 
Toron to translator 
Miriam D. Beckerman, 
and it has been posted on 
the Internet at 
www.concordia.calchair 
and www.migs.org. 

Originally published in 
Yiddish in 1975, the book 
was translated into Por
tuguese in 1976 in Brazil, 
where Chrumatz, his wife 
Sara and their two daugh
ters lived after the war. 
The family later moved 
to Toronto. Charmatz 
died in 1986. 

ELKANA K. 
CHARMATZ 

"Now everyone has 
access to the stories," said 
Beckerman, adding that 
the volume on the Web is 
titled Nightmares: Mem
oirs of the Years of Hor
ror under Nazi Rule in 
Europe, 1939-1945. 

Charmatz was a jour
nal ist and scholar. He was 
born in Ostrowiec, Po
land, in 1910 and studied 
at the Gevardik Yeshiva. 

He started to write po
ems and stories as a 
youngster and went into 
the plate glass business 
in Sosnowiec, Poland. 

He was arrested in 1940 
by the Gestapo and taken 
to the German labor 
camps at Birkenau~ 
Auschwitz and Dachau.· 
Freed by the American 
army in 1945, Charmatz 
went to Paris, where he 
worked at the Yiddish 

Three arrests made in 
attempted store heist 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - Three men have been arrested in 
connection with a botched robbery attempt in January 
which claimed the life of a 23-year-old jewelry store 
employee. 

Niv Erez was killed and store owner Mark Lash, 36, 
was badly wounded when they were surprised by t.h:ee 
men who police believe literally fell out of the ceilIng 
tiles to beset them on January 16. 

Lash and Erez were preparing to relocate the store to 
a new location in Richmond Hill, when the suspects are 
believed to have broken in through the ventilation sys
tem, before smashing through the store's drop ceili.ng. 

Erez was shot in the chest and Lash, who has smce 
recovered, was shot in the stomach. 

Erez was a graduate of the Community Hebrew 
Academy of Toronto (CHAT) and was known as an 
outgoing, warm and well-liked young man .. 

Detective Steve Rowbottom of York Regional Po
lice said recent tips from the public helped solidify 
evidence that pointed to the three suspects. 

Police had been looking for the drivers of a 1995 two
door Mercedes convertible, a 1997 Toyota 4-Runner 
and a 1987 Chevrolet Caprice Classic. 

"Important information came in the last few wee.ks 
and tied the investigation together," Rowbottom saId. 

The suspects are believed to have cased the jewelry 
store for two weeks prior to the robbery attempt. "I.t wa~ 
not a random act; it was not a one-day thmg, 

. Rowbottom said. 
Arrested in connection with the incident were Shane 

Zwezdaryk, 29, of Toronto; James Voong, 24, of 
Toronto; and Giuseppe Marini, 31, of Toronto. They 
faced charges of first degree murder, attempted murder 
and conspiracy to commit ~obbery: The s.uspects were 
being held in custody pendIng a ball heanng. The next 
court date was set for August 24. . 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian 1 ewish News. 

newspaper, Undzer Vort 
(Our Word). 

The following year, he 
settled in Brazil and be
came the editor of the 
Yiddislze Press (Jewish 
Press) in Rio de Janeiro, 
and later in Sao Paulo. He 
was a pioneer of a Jewish 
television program in Sao 
Paulo and created a Jew
ish radio show in 1954 
that continued to air until 
1967. 

Charmatz, who was a 
friend of Elie Weisel's, 
contributed to many in
ternational publications 
and magazines. He re
ceived medals from the 
municipality of Sao Paulo 
in 1969 and 1974. 

In 1985, he won the 
World Federation of Jew
ish Fighters, Camp In
mates and Nazi Victims 
Prize in Tel Aviv. 

The translation of his 
book is the eighth publi
cation in the Concordia 
project, Memoirs of 
Holocaust Survivors in 
Canada. It is a publica
tion of The Concordia 
University Chair of Ca
nadian Jewish Studies 
and The Montreal Insti
tute for Genocide and 
Human Rights Studies. 

Charmatz composed his 
narrative in the postwar 
years, based partly on the 
diaries he kept while he 
was in the ghetto in Po
land. He describes in de
tail the initial response of 
the Polish Jews to the Nazi 
invasion and chronicles 
the establishment of the 
ghetto in Sosnowiec. He 
analyses the behavior of 
the Germans and the vari
ous methods they used to 
falsify the truth about their 
plans for the Jews in order 
to prevent any uprising 
among the imprisoned 
Jews. 

He tells of his escape 
from Dachau and the 
postwar years, his stay in 
Paris and his travels back 
to Poland, where he is 
repelled by local Poles. 

The unpublished Holo
caust survivor memoirs 
are co-edited by Prof . 
KurtJonassohn and Prof. 
Mervin Butovsky. 

The foreward of the 
Charmatz book states: "If 
you are aware of the ex
istence of such unpub
lished Holocaust survivor 
memoirs, please contact 
Jonassohn or Blltovsky." 

The book is not for sale 
and is available only on 
the Internet or through 
university libraries and 
selected Holocaust cen
tres. 

Reprinted with pe,.,l/is
sian, Canadian 1 ewislz 
News. 
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Quebec shul seized for back taxes 
By JANICE ARNOLD 

MONTREAL - The synagogue in the 
Laurentian village of Val Morin has 
been seized by the municipality for prop
erty taxes owing. 

The rul ing was made by Quebec Court, 
despite the fact that the three persons 
under whose name the synagogue is 
registered are all long deceased. 

The sons of two of these men say they 
were not aware of any tax problem, 
although neither of them has been in
volved with the synagogue for many 
years. 

Congregation Ohel Moishe, whose 
history goes back to the 1930s, had not 
been used for services for three or four 
years, said Sam Waxman, who lives in 
Val Morin \0 months of the year. He had 
been voluntarily looking after the prop
erty. 

Waxman was stunned when he went 
to synagogue in June and found that its 
outside sign had been removed and a 
new lock installed. 

What he later found inside shocked 
him even more. 

"The place had been turned up upside 
down. The benches were moved, the 
bimah was taken out. The power had 
been turned off. 

"It hurts more than anything. They did 
not even have the courtesy to tell me 
beforehand. I've been a member of the 
synagogue for over 40 years, and was 
still going in there by myself to pray. I'm 
the only one who takes any interest in it 
today," he said. "Whatever expenses 
there are I payout of my own pocket." 

Waxman said he did not even realize 
the synagogue was liable for taxes. 

The lawyer for Val Morin, Chantal 
Desbiens, however, told the CJN that all 
the required legal steps were taken and 
"no response at all" was received. 

Desbiens said about $5,300 was owed 
by the congregation for the years from 
1996-99. 

On May 24, Quebec Court ruled that 

the municipality of Val Morin could 
take possession of the property, she said. 
On June 26, Val Morin took a mortgage 
on the property to get the taxes owed to 
it, an action which is permitted under 
sections 2724 and 2725 of the Quebec 
Civil Code, as well as 982.1 of the 
Quebec Municipal Code. The 30-day 
delay for an appeal has since lapsed, she 
said. She said she does not know what 
use the municipality will make of the 
property, but it is not for sale at public 
auction. She was not aware of what had 
become of the furnishings and other 
contents of the synagogue. 

The property was registered under the 
names of William Schecter, Joel 
Sternthal and M. Maron, all once-active 
members of the congregation, who have 
since died. 

"Several attempts were made by let
ter... there was no response at all," 
Desbiens said. Notices were also pub
lished in newspapers. "Anyone could 
have come forward at any stage, but no 
one' did." 

When told the three persons under 
whose names the property was regis
tered were dead, Desbiens did not com
ment. 

The congregation never had religious 
status and therefore was not exempt 
from taxation, she said. 

Rabbi Myer Schecter, son of William, 
was not aware of what had happened to 
the synagogue, or even that taxes were 
owing, until he was interviewed by The 
CJN. 

"For sure, our family did not get any 
letter (from Val Morin)," said Rabbi 
Schecter, who has three brothers who 
are also rabbis. "r think they should have 
done their homework. These letters 
would have had to have been registered. 
Who received them? My father's house 
burned down and that address no longer 
exists. " 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian 
lewish News. 

Program Director for Community Services 
The Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre is seeking candidates for a new position. 

Program Director for Community Services. The Ideal candidate for this full-time management level 
position will have a master's degree in social work,Jewish communal work or related field and a 

minimum of five year's experience in organizational management and professional staff supervision. 

The Program Director's position Is responSible for participating on the agency management team and 

will supervise full-time departmental directors In Adult Services, Cultural Arts/Special Events, the 
Israel Experience Centre and the Stay Young Centre. In addition. there will be direct responsibility for 

Judaic programs as well as coordinated planning for all services to the adult community. 

This pOSition will assist in staffing Board committees, participate In inter-agency planning and repre
sent the agency in a variety of community projects, Opportunities exist for continuing profeSSional 

development and will be part of the planning committee for staff training. 

An excellent benefit package is available and salary is commensurate with experience. 

Resumes only will be accepted no later than September I, 2000 

and should be mailed or faxed to: 

Program Director Search 

Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 

Suite B100-12l Doncaster Street· Winnipeg, Manitoba RlN 2Bl 

Fax: (204) 477-7530 
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