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World Jewish news 

News analysis 
World tells the touring Arafat: 
'Go back and talk to Israel again' 

·services·· 

RESTAURANT 

By GIL SEDAN 
JERUSALEM (JT A) 

- Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat 's 
globetrotting has not paid 
off. Following the col-
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. lapse of the CampDavid 
summit, Arafat traveled 
to some 20 countries to 
drum up support for his 
making a unilateral dec
laration of a Palestinian 
state. But the message he 
got from Europe's capi
tals, and from Moscow 
and Beijing as well, was 
essentially the same: Go 
back to the negotiating 
table with Prime Minis
ter Ehud Barak. 
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Nor was the message 
any different in most of 
the Arab states Arafat vis
ited in hopes of shoring 
up support. Palestinian 
statehood, he was told, 
should emerge as a result 
of an agreement with Is
rael. No wonder, then, 
that there was growing 
talk last week of another 
Barak-Arafat summit. 
Barak's security adviser, 
Danny Yatom, spoke 
August 14 about the pos
sibility of another U.S.
sponsored summit. He 
said President Clinton 
would likely "decide on 
the fate of another sum
mit" after U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross 
visited the region in the 
coming days. 

Israel's acting foreign 
minister, Shlomo Ben
Ami, also discussed the 
possibility of a summit, 
saying August 14 that it 
could be held sometime 
in September, depending 
on how the two sides work 
before then. 

Ben-Ami made the 
comment while visiting 
Italy, his latest stop on a 
tour of European nations 
to present the Israeli side 
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YASSER ARAFAT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: World lead
ers told him to go back 
to the negotiating table. 

following the collapse of 
the Camp David summit. 

Not to be outdone by 
Arafat's criss-crossing of 
the globe, Barak recently 
dispatched several min
isters and advisers to 
present Israel's case to 
the world. 

In addition to Ben-Ami, 
ministers Shimon Peres, 
Yossi Beilin and Amnon 
Lipkin-Shahak reminded 
world leaders of the con
cessions Barak had been 
willing to make at Camp 
David. They also por
trayed Arafat - as CI inton 
had done in the summit's 
immediate aftermath - as 
the one who had been 
unwilling to go the nec
essary extra mile for 
peace. 

For his part, Yatom 
went on a mission to the 
Persian Gulf, where he 
met with the foreign min
isters of Bahrain and 
Oman. 

Clinton, meanwhile, is 
reportedly willing to host 
another summit, but only 
if the two sides are ready 
to settle all the outstand
ing issues - particularly 
the fate of Jerusalem, 
which by all accounts was 
what led to the failure of 
the previous summit. As 
Ben-Ami said last week, 
"This time we cannot risk 
another failure." 

Of all the world leaders 
Arafat has met with in 
recent days, the one with 
perhaps the most impact 
on his thinking is Egyp
tian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Arafat needs 
Mubarak's backing for 
whatever steps he is 
abou t to take, and 
Mubarak gave a strong 
indication August 13 that 
the Palestinian .Ieader 
would postpone a unilat
eral declaration of state
hood . 

Jewish leader says Germany 
could do more to fight extremism 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

ROME (JTA) - The leader of Germany's Jewish 
community is accusing German citizens and politi
cians of not doing enough to fight anti-Semitism, 
xenophobia and right-wing extremism, "We didn 'tlet 
ourselves dream that a half-century after the Holocaust 
it would be so difficult for the democratic German 
society to rcsist" right-wing extremism, Paul Spiegel 
said August 13, commenting on the specter of mount
ing neo-Nazi violence, 

Spiegel, the president of the Central Council of Jews 
in Germany, has spoken out bluntly several times since 
a bomb in DusseldOlftwo weeks ago injured 10 people, 
including six Jewish immigrants from the former So
viet Union. His comments came during an address to 
700 people in Frankfurt at a ceremony marking the 
anniversary of the death of his predecessor, Ignatz 
Bubis. Spiegel called on the German government to 
combat hate sites on the Internet and urged German 
parents to speak openly to their children about the 
threat posed by neo-Nazism. 

Fail ing to speak out against racist violence; he said, 
makes it "all too easy to look away" and would only 
encourage the extremists. The neo-Nazi threat has 
become a leading topic in the German media this 
summer. How to confront the lhreathas become a high
profile problem, both for the government and for 
concerned citizens. In an interview with Italy's Corriere 
della Sera newspaper August 13, German Foreign 
Minister Joschka Fischer said right-wing extremism 
had to be fought "with every force and every legal . " . lI1strument. 

In Germany, he said, "the Nazis are not in the 
position to seriously pose questions of power, but it is 
extremely disturbing that in certain zones of the coun
try it is dangerous to have a different color skin." 
Democracy, he said, "must combat neo-Nazism until it 
is defeated." In recent days, police detained more than 
I 00 skinheads and other extremists in a series of raids 
in various German cities. And on August 13, a spokes
man said the government would back a ban on Germa
ny's largest extremist group, the National Democratic 
Party. 

South African Jewish 
community to expand 

its social service agency 
By SUZANNE BELLING 

JOHANNESBURG (JT A) - Tikkun, the South 
African Jewish community's social service agency, is 
planning to expand. Tikkun's chief executive officer, 
Herby Rosenberg, told Jewish leaders August 12 that 
as part of the expansion, he would soon accompany the 
group's chiefpatron, former President Nelson Mandela, 
to Sydney, Australia, to help raise money. 

Locally, Tikkun has increased partnerships with 
organizations in Cape T9wn and is studying requests to 
become involved in new projects elsewhere in the 
country. 

On an international level, Tikkun has registered in 
New York for federal tax exeQ1pt status and is already 
operating there. The group is also in the process of 
being registered in Britain. 

Ann Harris, volunteer coordinator of resources for 
Tikkun and the wife of the co-chairman, Chief Rabbi 
Cyril Harris, called at the August 12 meeting for more 
synagogues to increase their participation in the 
"Mitzvah Bin" Project, which is cosponsored byTikkun 
and the Union of Orthodox Synagogues. Workers with 
the project placed bins at synagogues, where 
congregants could contribute nonperishable food for 
street children. "Many shuls fill their bins with food, 
but others fill them with excuses. You cannot feed 
children on the streets with excuses," she said. 

Craig Hummel, chair of the youth section ofTikkun, 
told the Jewish leaders that the Jewish community 
"must participate emotionally and physically in the 
concerns of the community, bearing its pains and 
difficulties." "We can only ensure our future if we 
involve ourselves with the economic, social and educa
tional development of the majority of the people of this 
land," he said. 

World Jewish news 

Around the Jewish world 

Poles recognized for their work in saving remains of Jewish culture 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

KRAKOW, Poland 
(JTA) Katarzyna 
Bielawska organized lo
cal schoolchildren to clear 
up and fence the aban
doned and overgrown 
Jewish cemetery in the 
small Polish town of 
Narewka. 

Ewa Lesniewska cre
ated a unique exhibition 
ofJudaicaandJewish his
tory in the renovated 
former synagogue in the 
town of Leczna. 
Krzysztof Guminski and 
his family found the lost 

manuscript of 
a diary written 
in the Lodz 
Ghetto during 
World War II, 
traced the au
thor's daugh
ter, preserved 
the manuscript 
and arranged 
for its publica
tion. 

Bielawska, 
Rutkowski 
and the 
Guminski 
family are Ro
man Cathol ic 

ORlO NEWS IN BRIEF I 
Accused Nazi guard deported 

NEW YORK (JTA) - A U.S. immigration judge 
ordered the deportation of an 84-year-old retired auto 
mechanic to Germany to face charges that he served as 
an armed guard at a Nazi concentration camp. Michael 
Gruber, who resides in Rockland County, N. Y., admit
ted serving as an SS guard in Oranienburg, Germany, 
but denied knowing that there was a concentration 
camp there. 

B'nai B'rith teams up with frat 
NEW YORK (JTA) - B 'nai B 'rith Internati{)nal and 

the last remaining Jewish college fratemity are form
ing a partnership. B 'nai B'rith will coordinate a net
working group for Alpha Epsilon Pi alumni. The frater
nity, which is located on 100 North American college 
campuses, will in turn recruit new members from the 
B 'nai B'rith Youth Organization. 

Latvia probes magazine 
NEW YORK (.ITA) - Latvian officials are launch

ing a probe of a local business magazine to see if it 
broke anti-racism laws. The move came after Kapitals 
magazine ran a cover story in its August issue, '·Jews 
Rule the World." The magazine's cover had a drawing 
of an Orthodox Jew holding a globe in his hands. 

Greek treasure hunt a failure 
ATHENS (JTA) - Members of a salvage operation 

failed to find a sunken boat believed to be loaded with 
gold and jewelry taken from Greek Jews during 'World 
War II. After five days of searching, members of the 
team said they found no sign of the valuables, said to be 
worth more than $2 billion U,S. Moses Constantini, the 
leader of Greece's Central Board of Jewish Communi
ties, said data gathered during the search would be 
analyzed before the team would decide whether to seek 
permission to renew the search off the coast of Greece. 

Education group mobilizes support 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The Coalition for the Ad

vancement of Jewish Education is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary at a conference in Hempstead, N.Y. The 
five-day conference is bringing together some 2,200 
people, primarily Hebrew school principals and teach
ers. The organization is exploring how it can mobilize 
grass-roots support for such issues as recruiting new 
teachers and improving working conditions for Jewish 
educators. 

Slovakia to mark Shoah 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The Slovak government se

lected Sept. 9 as a day of reniembrance for victims of 
the Holocaust. The occasion will mark the day in 1941 
when the then-Nazi puppet state introduced its infa
mous repressive "Jewish Code." About 70,000 Slovak 
Jews perished in Nazi concentration camps during· 
World War II. 
Meningitis breaks out among tourists 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Three cases of meningitis 

were detected among a group of some 400 .British 
youths in Israel, Israel Radio reported. The three are 
being treated, and the remaining youths are receiving 
preventive treatment, delaying their return to Britain. 

The cover of a book 
written by a non-Jew
ish Pole 011 Jews in the 
Bialystock region be
fore the Holocaust. 
Tomasz Wisniewski re
ceived an award from 
Jewish groups for his 
work in preserving Jew
ish culture in Poland. 
Credit: JTA. 

Poles who have dedicated 
parts of their lives to pre
serving and honoring 
Jewish heritage. They, 
and four other people like 
them, were honored this 
summer by the Israeli 
Embassy and the Ronald 
S. Lauder Foundation at 
a ceremony held at the 
conclusion of Krakow's 
annual Festival of Jewish 
Culture. 

It was the third year in 
a row that such awards 
were presented. "It was 
great," Michael Traison, 
an American Jewish law
yer who spearheaded the 
effort to honor Poles in
volved in preserving Jew
ish heritage, said after the 
ceremony. "Next year we 
will present certificates 
of recognition to eight 
more people," he said. "I 
am sure it makes a differ
ence." 

Traison, who lives in 
Detroit, has spent much 
time during the past dec
ade in Poland on busi
ness. He developed the 
idea of the awards to 
honor people he met dur
ing his trips around the 
country. 

On such trips, he made 
it a point to visit the syna
gogues, abandoned cem
eteries and old shtetls that 
remained as haunting 
stone witnesses to the rich 
Jewish heritage that was 
wiped out in the Holo
caust. 

"I've met many Poles 
who, at their own ex
pense, endeavor to save 
the remains of the Jewish 
culture," Traison said at 
the time the first awards 
were presented, in 1998. 

"Their efforts are not even 
rewarded with the words 
'thank you.' Frequently 
these people don't know 
about each other. I wanted 
Jews to learn about them. 
I wanted somebody to tell 
them thank you." 

During the past three 
years, awards have been 
presented to more than 
three dozen people 
throughout Poland. 

The majority became 
involved by cleaning up 
and restoring some of the 
hundreds of Poland's 
abandoned, overgrown 
and sometimes vandal
ized Jewish cemeteries. 

Others wrote books on 
local Jewish history or re
trieved tombstones from 
refuse dumps or sites 
where they had been used 
as building material. 

Honoree Krzysztof 
Czyzewski established a 
foundation called Border
lands in the town ofSejny 
that is dedicated to pro
moting the cultures of 
various Central European 
minorities. 

The foundation is situ
ated in a renovated syna
gogue and Jewish school, 
and fosters exhibits, semi
nars and even a klezmer 
band. 

Some of the laureates 
encountered hostility 
from local people, had 
their motives questioned 
by foreigners or were har
assed by pol ice during the 
Communist era for their 
activities. 

Polish Jewish writer 
Konstanty Gebert de
scribed the honorees as 
"rescuers of Atlantis," 
referring to the legendary 
island that sunk into the 
ocean. "Listening to these 
rescuers of Atlantis," he 
wrote in the Polish Jew
ish monthly Midrasz, 
"one will notice no cheap 
sentimentality, no super
ficial fascination with 
Jew ish exotica, no 'fid
dler on the roof' syn
drome. These people sim
ply do what they think is 
right." 

Jews lived in Poland 
for 1,000 years, and there 
were 3.5 million Jews in 
the country on the eve of 
World War II, making up 
about 10 percent of the 
popUlation. Some 3 mil
lion were killed in the 
Shoah. 

Poland's postwar Com
mun ist regime made J ew
ish history and culture 
virtually taboo. In 1968, 
the government launched 
an anti-Semitic campaign 
that forced most remain
ing Jews in Poland to 
leave the country. 
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