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Israeli news " . 

F oeus on issues 

Compensation for Jews who fled Arab countries on public agenda 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- For more than three dec
ades after the creation of 
Israel in 1948, Samir 
Muallem and his parents 
tried to hold onto the siz
able business assets of 
their Jewish family in 
southern Iraq. In the early 
1950s, many of his fam
ily members left for Is
rael, along with 650,000 
Jews from Middle East
ern and North African 
countries. Muallem and 
his parents stayed on, and 
were treated favorably by 
Iraqi authorities until 
1967, when Israel's vic
tory in the Six-Day War 
sparked an outburst of 
hostility against the few 
remaining Jews in the 
country. 

Muallem's father was 
arrested and threatened 
with death. His uncle was 
forced to sign over the 
family-owned Technical 
Brick Company - one of 
the country's biggest 
brick factories - to the 
government for a pit
tance. Upon the father's 

release, they quickly fled 
to Iran, then headed for 
Israel. "They had started 
rounding up Jews for in
terrogation and even liq
uidated some," said 
Muallem, 55, who esti
mates his father's stake 
in the brick company is 
worth $110 million U.S. 
today. "We just wanted 
to get out alive." 

Now, 52 years after Is
rael's founding, the 
Muallem family is in the 
same boat along with 
masses of Sephardi Jews 
who were forced to flee 
following the establish
ment of Israel. As the Is
raeli-Palestinian peace 
process enters its end 
game, their claims of 
property confiscation are 
coming up on the public 
agenda. Buteven if peace 
breaks out, securing com
pensation from Arab 
countries will be no easy' 
task, in part, say repre
sentatives of Sephardi 
Jews, because Israel and 
Jew ish organ izations 
never registered property 
claims properly. 

President Clinton sur
prised many Israelis 
when, in an interview last 
month with Israel Televi
sion after the failed Camp 
David summit, he said the 
issue of compensation for 
Jewish refugees had been 
raised at the talks - and 
was even supported by 
the Palestinians. "There 
is, I think, some interest, 
interestingly enough, on 
both sides, in also having 
a fund which compen
sates the Israelis who 
were made refugees by 
the war which occurred 
after the birth of the state 
of Israel," said Clinton, 
suggesting the establish
ment of an international 
compensation fund as a 
solution. 

But there is a problem: 
. When Jews arrived in Is

rael during the I 950s, ef
forts to register private 
property left behind in 
Arab lands were minimal. 
"It was a very strange 
thing," said Oved Ben
Ozer, chairman of the 
World Organization of 
Jews from Arab Coun-

Please Support breast cancer awareness!! 
For the past several years, The Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation's CIBC 

Run for the Cure has taken place on the Sunday before Thanksgiving. This 

year, however, that Sunday is the second day of Rosh Hashanah. By the time 

the CBCF was made aware of this conflict, the sponsors were already secured, 

the venue booked, and the brochures printed. In short, it was too late to 
change the date. 

As you may know, breast cancer is highly prevalent in the Jewish com

munity and, unfortunately,.many of us have had experience with this devas

tating disease. For this reason, members of the Winnipeg]ewish community, 

and the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation, have planned an alternate run 

date on October 8 to ensure thar everyone who wants to can participate in 
this important event. 

The CIBC Run for the Cure raises close to 8 million dollars a year to 

combat this devastating disease, and we feel it is important for us, as a com

munity, to support this vital cause. We hope you will participate in the fol
lowing way: 

Pick up your pledge forms and pay your registration fee for the CIBC 

Run for the Cure as you normally would (Available all C!BC branches, and 

other community locations). Raise pledges, pick up your race kit, and follow 

all other instructions on the C!BC Run for the Cure information kit. The only 

difference is, instead of going to the run site on October 1, join us 1 week 

later on October 8, at 8:00 am, at the Rady campus entrance. We will do a 5K 
run/walk, after which you are invitee! to join us for breakfast. You will still be 

eligible for all fund-raising incentives as outlined in the CIBC Run for the 

Cure Brochure, and you will still receive your t-shirt and bag of goodies! More 

information will be available soon. In the meantime, hold the date!! All pledges 

must he in before Octo her 1st, in order to he eligible for pledge incentives. 

If you would like further information or would like to get involved in 

planning this event, please call Sheila Hirt at 339-5450. 

Ninety-seven year old Sasson Muallem, who fled 
with his family from Iraq in 1971 and left a brick 
factory which his son, Samir, estimates is worth 
$200 million U.S. dollars today, sits in his Tel Aviv 
home. On his lap he holds mementos of the past, 
including a photo of the factory and a book he 
wrote, open to a page with a photo of Sad dam 
Hussein. Credit: Brian HendlerllTA. 

tries. He estimated that 
only about 5,000 files 
were compiled when the 
immigrants arrived and 
were housed mostly in 
tent camps - where sur
veys could easily have 
been conducted. "I don't 
know if it was negligence 
or intentional, but the 
govemmentofIsrael sim
ply did not register the 
property left behind." 

In 1969, Israel's J us
tice Ministry appointed 
Ya'akov Meron, a pro
fessor of Islamic law, to 
compile records and serve 
as the point man on the 
matter. Meron, who still 
holds the position until 
today, says there were 
some records when he 
took the post, and he de
nies accusations that ef
forts were not made to 
register property. How
ever, in a telephone inter
view with JT A, Meron 
would neither say how 
many files exist today -
nor what is the value of 
the claims. 

Meron also declined to 
confirm r~ports in the Is
raeli financial daily 
Globes that there are an 
estimated 10,000 files, 

and that Jewish property 
left behind in Egypt and 
Iraq alone could be worth 
up to $4 billion U.S. to
day. "If some day we do 
enter negotiations, we 
would not want the other 
side to know exactly how 
much we are talking 
about," MeTOn said. In the 
Arab-Israeli peace proc
ess, the issue of compen
sation for Jewish refugees 
was raised as early as the 
original 1978 Camp 
David talks between Is
rael and Egypt. The peace 
agreement included an 
unbinding clause calling 
for "mutual settlement of 
claims." 

But although some in
dividual Egyptian Jews 
have petitioned Egypt, 
few succeeded and the 
issue was never seriously 
pursued by the Israeli 
government. In part, ex
plains Meron, the main 
difference between Isra
el's efforts to secure com
pensation from Arab 
countries and efforts to 
regain compensation for 
Holocaust survivors is 
that countries like Ger
many wanted to clear 
their name. "They had an 

interest to come toward 
us," he said. "Unfortu
nately, the Arabs do not 
feel any obi igation to
ward the Jews." 

Furthermore, since Is
rael still does not even 
have diplomatic relations 
with most Arab countries, 
it cannot approach these 
countries directly. The 
prospect of a peace agree
ment with the Palestin
ians could change that. 
However, some say that 
until Clinton's remarks, 
the peace process did not 
spark Israel or Jewish or
ganizations into action to 
prepare the claims. Ac
cording to Ben-Ozer, in 
1995, during the Oslo 
peace negotiations, Is
raeli officials discovered 
that the Palestinians 
planned to present well
documented compensa
tion demands and real
ized it was time to com
pile Israeli claims in re
sponse. 

The World Organiza
tion of Jews from Arab 
Countries, however, was 
created as a political or
ganization to counter 
Arab claims in the inter
national arena, and was 
not capable of such a task. 
Ben-Ozer accuses the Is
raeli government and 
Jewish groups of failing 
toprovide$l million U.S. 
he requested about five 
years ago to allow them 
to carry out a registration 
drive. "Now, again, 
Clinton spoke and every
body smells money and 
has woken up," he said. 
"What does everybody 
want from me? I have a 
tiny office and a part-time 
secretary. " 

With no budget to carry 
out a door-to-door sur
vey or an advertising 
campaign, the group dis
tributed50,000forms last 
year, but received little 
response. Even if claims 
are soon documented, Is
rael will probably not try 
to raise Jewish claims 
against Arab countries to 
offset Palestinian claims 
against Israel. First, the 
Palestinians reject any 
linkage of the issues, 
since they have no liabil
ity for property confis
cated by Arab countries. 
Furthermore, since the 
Palestinians have well
documented claims, the 
outcome of this linkage 
would likely lower Isra
el's liability - but also 
nuIlifythecIaimsoflews. 

IsraelsearchesforU.S. soldier 
as girlfriend claims he's a spy 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

.JERUSALEM (JTA) 
-Israeli police are search
ing for a U.S. military 
officer who was missing 
from his base in Texas 
and believed to be in the 
Jewish state. 

A woman claiming to 
be the girl friend of Jer-

~ 

cmiah Mattysse; who re
portedly is a convert to 
Judaism, said the I ieuten
ant colonel had spied for 
Israel. Israel i sources said 
Mattysse's disappear
ance - he did not retum 
from scheduled leave on 
August 7 - was more 
Ii kel y reI ated to a roman
tic entanglement. 

In media intelviews, the 
woman, Rivka Nir, said 
Mattysse, 50, sent to her 
home bags of classified 
documents he had access 
to while serving as head 
of an intell igence unit at 
Camp Bullis in San 
Antonio. 

Nir, 48, said Mattysse 
later removed the docu
mentsand deposited them 
in safe deposit boxes 
around the country. She 
said Maltysse had been 
in Israel since the begin
ning of August, moving 
around disguised with a 

\ 

EPHUAIM SNEH, Is
I-ac!'s deputy defence 
minister: Dismissed 
suggestion Israel might 
exchange Mattysse for 
Pollard. . 

beard and wig and sleep
ing in a tent. She said he 
told her he wanted to seek 
political asylum in Syria, 
because "Israel will be
tray him, as well as other 
Arab countries that have 
relations with the U.S. 
and receive weapons 
from it." 

Maltysse was re<lS
signed as a U.S. Army 
Reserve group in San 
Antonio after an investi
gation was launched into 
a possible extramarital 
affair, His disappearance 
is of "heightened con
cern" because of his in-

Flights of fancy 
The scene August IS on the plaza outside the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem where the annual kite festi
val took place. Copyright: Isranet. 

Bears, dragons, monkeys and octopus all took to the 
skies overthe Israel Museum in Jerusalem August 15 
forthe annual kite festival. At 6p.m" when the weather 
was a little cooler, the evening breeze assisted the 
competitors to launch their kites into the clear sky. 
There was a spectacular display of kites from New 
Zealand, making this year's festival one of the most 
outstanding and colorful in recent years. 

telligence background, a 
spokesman for the U.S. 
Army Reserve Command 
was quoted as saying. 

The San Antonio Ex
press-News reported that 
Mauysse's wife, Yanda, 
filed fordivorce on March 
7. An attorney for Yanda 
Mattysse reported that a 
divorce is pending. 

Nir, who also has 
~merican citizenship, 
lIkened Mattysse 's situa
tion to that of Jonathan 
Pollard, a former U.S. 
naval intelligence analyst 
serving a life sentence for 
spying for Israel. In an 
interview with Israel Ra
dio, Nir said Mattysse 
only wanted to help Is
rael, and when hecamc to 
her, they "raised a cup" in 
honoroflsrael. But secu
rity officials dismissed 
suggestions of a serious 
security breach, and 
members of Nir's family 
said most of her claims 
were "fantasy" with per
haps a "grain of truth." 

Israel's deputy defence 
minister, Ephraim Sneh, 
dismissed a suggestion 
that Israel might try to 
exchange Mattysse for 
Pollard. "I don't think 
anyone is dealing with 
that at the moment," Sneh 
told Israel Army Radio. 

U.S. officials formally 
asked for Israel's help in 
locating the errant officer 
in a meeting August 18 
with Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak, who immediately 
agreed. The military atta
che to the U.S. Embassy 
interviewed Nir over the 
August 19 weekend as 
part of efforts to locate 
Mattysse. The incident 
was splashed across all 
of Israel's papers, with 
the tabloid Yediot 
Achronot dedicating a 
seven-page spread to the 
story. 

Jewish Post 
& News 
deadline 

for 
news 

& 
advertising: 
Thursday, 

noon 
for the 

following 
week's . 
Issue 

Wednesday. August 23. 2000. THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 19' 

Dennis Ross returns to Israel 
Israeli acting foreign minister, Shlomo Ben-Ami, (L) in up-beat mood with U.S. 
envoy to the Middle East, Dennis Ross, (C) and l1.S. ambassador to Israel, 
Martin Indyk. They were meeting August 17 in Ben-Ami's Tel Aviv office. 
Copyright: !srallet. 

. U.S .. envoy to the Middle East, Dennis Ross arrived in Israel August 17 and 
Immediately went into a meeting with Israeli acting foreign minister, Shlomo Ben
Ami. Ross was accompanied to the talks by the U.S. ambassador to Israel, Martin 
lnd.yk. On August 16the Israeli and the Palestinians resumed low-level peace talks, 
whde at the same time, Prime Minister Ehud Barak traveled to Jordan to meet with 
King Abdullah. Yasser Arafat has said that his intention to declare it Palestinian Slate 
next month is now being reassessed. This reassessment is in no small way due to the 
general lack of support he reeeived from many countries following the failure of the 
Camp David talks. Ross met with both Palestinian and Israeli negotiators and then 
he was to consider the possibil ity of recommending another peace summit, possibly 
next month. 
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