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FederationjCJA Campaign gears up 

W ith the launch of the 
annual campaign of 
the Jewish Federation 

of Winnipeg! Combined Jewish 
Appeal just around the comer, 
donors, canvassers and 
volunteers have been meeting to 
discuss the campaign and to 
strategize, 

Deputy Prime Minister addresses Top Donors 
. . '" .. :;: 

"I try to giveback as much as I 
can for all of the help and support 
my family has received," she said. 

DIVISIONS, CANVASSERS 
MEET 

On August 28, the Top Donors 
Division met at the home of Kim 
and Bob Silver to hear 
presentations, screen the 2000 
campaign video and to discuss 
the division's goals. The Hon. 
Herb Gray, Deputy Prime 

Top Donors Division Co-Chair Gail Asper with 
Campaign Co-Chairs Sandra Secter, Marsha 
Cowan and Peter Leipsic. Photo by George 
Siamalldas. . 

Deputy Prime Minister Herb 
Gray addresses the crowd at 
the Top Donors Division 
event. Photo by George 

On Wednesday, August 23, a 
number of contributors met at the 
home of Tova and Larry Vickar for 
a special divisional event. The 
program, . co-chaired by Vickar, 
Arnold Fneman, Hartley Gale and 
Charles Shore, was designed to 
give people a fresh perspective of 
the campaign and a chance to 
discuss community issues in an 

Minister of Canada, was the guest of honor. Gray 
spoke glowingly of the community's reputation. 

"When it comes to Jewish life in Canada, 
Winnipeg means something special," said the 
Member of Parliament for Windsor West since 1962. 
"There is a unique vitality connected to the Jewish 
community of Winnipeg." 

Gray, who toured the Asper Jewish Community 
Campus on Tuesday morning, also spoke of his 
family's Winnipeg connections (he is a cousin to 
Gerald Gray) and joked that he is occasionally 
confused with the former Blue Bomber lineman 
with whom he shares a name. 

"My wife is laughing because she knows how 
unathletic I am," said the Deputy PM, whose wife 
Sharon Sholzberg joined him at the event. 

Gray closed his motivating remarks by quoting the 
previous week's Torah portion in Devarim that 
spoke of the importance of tzedakah. "You're' doing 
something that's commanded of us since the time of 
Moses," he concluded. 

In thanking Gray, MC Gail Asper suggested that if 
the Deputy PM had some spare time, she wanted to 
hand off a few cards for him to canvass. 

Siamalldas. 

Asper, a Top Donors Division Co-Chair along 
with Marjorie Blankstein, Harvey Goldman and 
Barry Shenkarow, then introduced three guest 
speakers: Sofya Paradny, Hart Jacob and Leon 
Pincovich. Paradny, who arrived in Canada from 
Odessa in 1979, was a Jewish Child and Family 

~ Service client and is now an active community 
volunteer. Jacob is a graduate of the Gray Academy 
of Jewish Education and a past participant on the 
March of the Living. Pincovich was a Birthright 
Israel participant. Each spoke of their experience 
with Federation/CJA-funded programs and 
organizations and each expressed their gratitude. 

Particularly moving was Paradny's personal story. 
Her move to Canada was completely subsidized by 
international Jewish organizations, and the 
Winnipeg community helped her with rent and 
expenses while her son attended I.L.. Peretz School 
for free. When her husband died recently, Jewish 
Child and Family Service provided emotional 
support and .advice. Today, Paradny is a 
Federation/CJA Super Week canvasser, a 
Folklorama volunteer and she helps other 
newcomers to Winnipeg learn English. 

intimate setting. Attendees also 
heard a presentation by Sofya Paradny and saw a 
slide presentation by Campaign Co-Chairs Sandra 
Secter and Marsha Cowan about the Voyage of 
Discovey mission to Israel and Baku, 

Two days earlier, a number of canvassers met at 
Can West Global Park for "canvasser training camp" 
with David Engel, chair of Toronto's UJA 
Federation Campaign that raised $41 million last 
year. Over kosher hot dogs, Engel reminded the 
canvassers of the value of face-to-face meetings and 
the importance of listening to what donors and 
potential donors have to say. 

SUPER WEEK COMING - VOLUNTEERS 
STILL NEEDED 

Super Week, the major telethon that launches the 
campaign, will be. held September 10-14, History 
has demonstrated that a successful Super Week 
usually leads to a strong overaIJ campaign. As 
Federation/OA seeks to raise $3,535,000 this year
on the way to a $4 million annual campaign by 2002 
-it is critical that enough Super Week volunteers are 
recruited. There are still a few openings. To register 
as a Federation/CJA Super Week Campaign 2000 
volunteer, please call the Federation/CJA office. 

Your Federation/CJA Gift at 
"Life here is hard. Hesed Avot makes it better." 

Tatyana lives alone in Kiev in a small apartment. She's 72, lives on a very small pension income, and 

battles a case of arthritis. Tatyana might live alone in her apartment, but she doesn't live alone in her 

community. Thanks to the Joint Distribution Committee, Tatyana receives hot meals to nourish her 
. body, medicine to heal her. pain, and connections with other Jews to brighten her days. 

Tatyana is a client of the Hesed Avot centre, one of a network of 121 centres established by the JDC 

throughout the Former Soviet Union. In Kievskaya, the oblast (province) where Tatyana lives, there 
are 86,000 Jews - up to 40 per cent of them are elderly. 

Winnipeg's Jewish community, like others across Canada, is committing $25,000 in funding to the 

Kievskaya and Chernigov provinces for 2000. This money will be used to improve and increase deliv
ery of food packages, home care, medicine and medical equipment. 

The need. is substantial. An overwhelming number of the seniors in Kievskaya and Chernigov live in 
pOllerty. In the first six months alone of 1999 alone, 29,000 food packages were delivered, 133,000 

hot meals were served in congregate dining or by "meals-an-wheels", 211,000 hours of homecare 
service were delivered and 822 pieces of medical equipment were distributed. 

"I can't imagine what life would be like here without Hesed Avot," says Tatyana. "When I go to the 
centre or hear a friendly knock on my door, I know I can smile." 

The Joint Distribution Committee is funded in part through your gift to the Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Appeal annual. Feeling proud? 

SUPER WEEK 2000 
SEPTEMBER 10-14 

Campaign 2000 goal - $3,535,000 • On our way to $4,000,000 by 2002 

Tatyana 

THE PRIDE OF 

Israel's new 'food stamps' 
From mouth watering falafel to gefilte fish 

People who want to 
'prepare traditional 

.. Jewish dishes from 
various parts of the world 
will no longer have to buy a 
cookbook all they'll 
require are some recent 
Israeli stamps. These fea
ture mouth-watering por
trayals of falafel, couscous 
and gefilte fish, as weB as a 
list of the ingredients 
required for making them. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

New Israeli food (postage) stamps. Photo by Nechelllia 
Meyers. 

NECHE MIA MEYERS 
A Iso 

included 
on the 

stamps are the utensils used in prepar
ing these dishes: a special pot for mak
ing couscous, a grinder for the gefilte 
fish and an instrument for fashioning 
falafel balls. Finally, on the first-day 
cover, one finds a pita stuffed with 
falafel. 

These food stamps are a first for 
Israel's Philatelic Service, but not for 
its counterparts elsewhere. Many years 
ago the British brought out a virtual 
.cookbook of stamps, on each one of 
which, of course, the Queen appeared 
as well. And at the other end of the 
world, the Japanese produced a series 
of postcards with their own selection 
of ethnic del icacies. 

Any Israeli can suggest a theme for 
a stamp, and each year many thou
sands of individuals and organizations 
do so. These suggestions are consid
ered by a broad-based committee 
which then sends its recommendations 
to the government. It has the final say 

. in this sphere. 
The themes are seldom very origi

nal. Almost every country, after all, 
has stamps featuring flowers, animals, 
and famous personalities. But some 
series relate to Israel's special charac
ter. For example, there were a number 
of synagogue stamps (showing places 
of Jewish worship around the world), 
and every Rosh Hashanah holiday 
stamps are put on sale. Other cultures 
and religions are also honored, but to a 
much smaller extent. Foreign digni

New Israeli 
Olympic Games 
stamp. Photo by 
Nech"elllia Meyers. 

there was no 
peace in this pa~t 
of the world. 
Indeed, there was 
no Israel. Those 
stamps were pre
pared in great 
secrecy during 
the last months of 
the British 
Mandate and 
before the name 
of the future 
Jewish State had 
been decided 
upon. So instead 

. of bearing the 
. name Israel, they read "Doar Ivri" 
(Hebrew mail). They weren't used for 
very long, and a full set of such stamps 
is now worth a great deal of money. . 

Today the 40 or so stamps issued 
each year bear the name of Israel in 
three languages: Hebrew, Arabic and 
English. And they are extremely popu
lar among collectors, tens of thousands 
of whom receive every new series. 

Koala on a bicycle 
S'I eldom do Israeli stamps elicit a 
... chuckle, but the one issued in con
nection with the Sydney Olympics 
certainly does. It shows a koala riding 
a bicycle. -

But the leaflet accompanying the 
stamp strikes a somber note, recaIling 
the fact that I I Israeli athletes were 
murdered at the Munich Olympics. 

-MEYERS 
The writer lives in Rehovot. Israel. 

taries make their appear
ance on Israeli stamps 
from time to time. The 
most recent person so 
honored was the late 
King Hassan of 
Morocco. In an accompa
nying leaflet, it was 
explained why he was 
singled out: "Hassan 
invested great efforts in 
promoting inter-religi?us 
dialogue, showmg 
respect for the Jewish 
community in Morocco 
and its leaders. 
Moreover, he firmly 
believed in the impor
tance of peace for the 
flourishing of the Middle 
East." 

Saints or sinners? 

Israel's first stamps 
were brought out when 

The tragedy of the Holocaust expressed itsel~ in 
approximately six million European Jews bemg 
killed during the 1939-1945 period. 

More or less 50 per cent of rabbis and 70 per cent 
of yeshiva students were murdered. 

Lately a prominent Israeli Sephardic rabbi sermo
nized that European Jews perished because they 
were reincarnated sinners. 

Just a·few years ago Polish Cardinal Jozef Glump 
made a similar statement, claiming that Polish Jews 
perished because they were thiefs, communists and 
sinners. 

We Jews called the cardinal an anti-Semite; what 
should we call the rabbi? 

PHILIP WEISS 
Winnipeg 
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Balancing American and Jewish 
u.s. Jewish teenagers need more help, 

countering powerful forces of assimilation, academics contend . 
BY EMILY D, SOLOFF 
Chicago Jewish News 

CHICAGO - The future of 
American Jewry may hinge 

.# on the answer to a question 
most American Jews don't want to 
ask. How much America is too 
much? 

Answer that question, and deci
sions about communal policy and 
especially about Jewish education 
fall right into place. But no easy 
answer presented itself when some 
80 top educators, rabbis, philan
thropists and community leaders 
gathered in New York recently. The 
forum was a day-long conference on 
Jewish Education and Public Policy 
called by the American Jewish 
Committee. 

The symposium grew out of the 
Statement on Jewish Education, 
passed by· the AJC's Board of 
Governors last December. That docu
ment called for more 

American Jewish teenager sits on top of 
Massada during her free trip to the 
Jewish state courtesy of Birthright 
Israel this year. Programs like this have 
their use, but don't provide Jewish 
teenagers with the intellectual tools to 
continue their dialogue with Judaism, 
says a Jewish education expert. HOlI'ard 
Levy p/wtoIJTA. 

looking to education to safeguard the 
future, but there seems to be an 
absence of will to make it a priority. 
How Jewish do we wish to be and are 

communal funding for 
all types of Jewish edu
cation; increased sup
port for adolescent and 
family education; and 
also advocated for the 
inclusion of Hebrew 
language instruction in 
secular high schools. 

While conference par
ticipants agreed that 
more, and better Jewish 
education is key, they 

80 percent of 
Jewish youth are 
involved in six or 
fewer hours of 
Jewish education 
per week, and 
then only up to 
the age of bar 
mitzvah. 

we prepared to articu
late forms of Jewish 
expression that are dis
sonant with American 
culture?" 

Dr. David Gordis, 
head of Boston's 
Hebrew College, said 
Jews need better expo
sure to the depth of 
Jewish tradition and 
culture to resist assimi-' 

disagreed on how to achieve the goal, 
on what type of education was needed, 
and on where communal resources 
should be targeted. Dr. Sylvia Barack 
Fishman, associate professor of Near 
Eastern and Judaic Studies at Brandeis 
University compared the interaction 
between Judaism and America to a cup. 
of tea. 

Jewish education is the teabag and 
American culture is the water. With 
sufficient depth and breadth, Judaism 
deeply flavors and colors American 
values. But, when Jewish education is 
weak, American culture and values 
flow through and Jewish identity 
becomes diluted. 

Jewish education is strongest in day 
schools and the influence and cost of 
day schools received significant atten
tion during the conference. But most 
presenters admitted that since the 
majority of Jewish youth will continue 
to be educated in supplementary 
school settings, something radical 
must be done to increase teen interest 
in Jewish education .. 

Given that reality, should the focus 
be on developing a strong Jewish iden
tity? Or on increasing involvement 
with other Jews? 

"What scares us more: the loss of 50 
percent of the Jewish community to 
assimilation or the reallocation and 
prioritizing of assets already in hand?" 
asked Dr. Eugene Kom, adjunct pro
fessor in Jewish thought at Seton Hall 
University. "Do we have the will to 
make difficult choices?" asked Dr. 
Steve~ Bayme, AJC's director of 
Contemporary Jewish Life. "We are 

lation, "but let's not 
argue you have to make 

a choice between Western' and Jewish 
values. 

Rather, the choice should be how to 
integrate the two." But, something as 
fundamentally Jewish as "Shabbat is 
dissonant with America," Brandeis' 
Fishman pointed out. Tolerance is an 
important American value but when it 
leads to intermarriage, it threatens the 
future of Jewish life, Bayme said. 
Surveys show Jewish teens identify 
more intensely with American values 
than with Jewish values. Not surpris
ing when 80 percent of Jewish youth 
are involved in six or fewer hours of 
Jewish education per week, and then 
only up to the age of bar mitzvah. 

Most Jewish teens go to public 
schoois where Jews are a minority, so 
most of their friends are not Jewish. 
Unhindered by anti-Semitism or by 
the barriers earlier generations experi
enced, Jewish teens are completely 
integrated into American society, "and 
that influences their lives as Jews," 
according to Sara Lee, director of the 
Rhea Hirsch School of Education at 
Hebrew Union College. 

"Their peer group becomes the 
arbiter of the style and content in 
teenagers' lives." "Adolescent educa
tion is key to changing the face of 
American Jewish life," Brandeis' 
Fishman said. Decisions made during 
the adolescent years often set the 
oceupational and personal trajectory 
for the rest of life. Yet, it is exactly at 
the entry to adolescence -age 13 - that 
Jewish education ends for most chil
dren. 
(Cont. on page 10. See "Parents too 
indifferent to teens rejecting Jewish 
education, experts say".) 


