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Sports news 

Fleisher 'king of the over 50 set' 
Jewish pro golfer competed in AT&T Seniors Open tournament in Winnipeg 

T he fifth decade of 
one's life is usu

. . ally a time when 
an individual begins to 
contemplate seriously the 
unavoidable issue of re
tirement. 

SPORTING TOUCH 

HARVEY ROSEN 

Many approach the 
subject with trepidation; 
while others, likea prison 
inmate count the days re
maining before they're 
sprung from the slammer. 

Golfer Bruce Fleisher, 
in Winnipeg the second 
week of August playing 

.. in the AT&T Senior 
Open, doesn't have to 
think about retirement. 

boded well. Surely simi
lar triumphs would fol
low. He was young back 
then, talented, and had the 
drive to make his dreams 
on the greens come true. 
lt never happened ... until 
of course a few creative 
geniuses introduced a 
seniors' tour with a roster , 
of golf legends the likes 
of which had heretofore 
never been assembled. 

Even then, who was to 
say that a pro golfer 
named Fleisher, whose 
prevLous successes were 
modest at best, would be
come the top player on 
the senior tour and have 
his handsome mug grace 
the cover of the senior 
PGA media guide. 

.' 

You see, he's the king 
of the over 50 set now, 
but is hardly an overnight· 
success. Oh, he won the 
U.S. Amateur crown in. 
1968, and certainly that 

Few would have been 
surprised if a Jack 
Nicklaus, Lee Trevino, 
Hale Irwin, or Tom 
Watson were the top 
money earners on the 
tour. But Bruce Fleisher, 
whose earnings this year 
are close .to $2 million 
and $6 million in total, 
and who was the 1999 Sr. 
PGA Tour Rookie of the 
Year and Player of the 

BRUCE FLEISHER stands beside his ball, which 
perches right beside the 18th hole at AT&T Seniors 
Open. 
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Fleisher puts ball into 18th hole: "I'm living a 
dream," he says. 

BBYO Needs Your Help! 

Are you over 21 years old? 
Can you spare 3-6 hours per week? 
Do you enjoy working with youth? 

BBYO is currently looking for dedicated and 
enthusiastic advisors for the 2000-2001 program year. 

If you are interested in working with Winnipeg1s ' 
Jargest Jewish youth organization, please call 

Josh Share, Regional Director, at 477.7547. 

Year while winning the 
first two tournaments he 
played in? And boasting 
a total of II titles to date 
with the good ole boys? . 

"I'm good at waiting," 
he admitted. "I'm living 
a dream. And dreams do 
come true. From the U.S. 
open in 1968 to the Club' 
Pro Championship in '89 
to the Bank of Boston in 
'91, never giving up my 
dream when I turned 50 
in 1999." 

How has life changed 
for the revived celebrity? 
"There are a lot of de
mands on my time. I felt 
like I was being pulled. 
Even the time off wasn't 
time off. My wife Wendy 
and I just couldn't get off 
the bandwagon. If it 

wasn't one thing it was 
another. 

"This year," he contin
ued, "I'm having a lot 
more fun with the appear
ance of Tom Watson, 
Lanny Wadkins, Tom 
Kite and others there is 
less pressure on me. 
They're taking a lot of 
the fame." 

For Bruce it's are-birth. 
The tour keeps him in the 
limelight, 1!-lIows him to 
pursue a latent dream and 
to enjoy the fruits of his 
labour. "The senior tour 
is different," he ex
plained. "There is no cut. 
Being in my fifties I don't 
want that pressure again. 
It's more of a fun time 
and a fun place in our 
lives. To tee it up with 
Nicklaus, Trevino, and 
Gary Player is such a 
privilege. To be in their 
presence, I can't explain 
it. I'll probably take it to 
my grave. These are guys 
I grew up with." 

The late bloomer 
praised his wife, Wendy, 
to whom he's been mar
ried close to 3 I years. 
"She's always been my 
biggest fan," he smiled. 
"She's my sports psy
chologist. She calms me 
down when I get nerv
ous. I have a hard time on 
Sunday mornings if I'm 
in the running. She's been 
there through the thick 
and thin of it. She's one 
heck of a trooper." 

Bruce doesn't under
state the importance of 
his earnings, but he noted: 
"No matter how much 
money you've got in the 
bank, you're still trying 
to prove that self image 
that you portray of your
self, that you think you 
should be. The mind is 

such a fragile thing." 
As for most athletes, 

the gravy-train ride is 
rough at times."It's a 
grind out there," he ad
mitted. "You're going 
from hotel to hotel, from 
city to city, and it's hard." 

One of Fleisher's par
ents, a Holocaust survi
vor, was always against 
his career, since playing 
golf for a living seemed 
unrealistic. He recalled 
his Israel experiences 
with a sense of pride. "I 
won a gold medal at the 
Maccablah Games in '69 
as a player, and then again 
as a golf coach for the 
American men, women, 
and seniors in 1989. It 
was an experience I'll 
never forget. To swim in 

. the Dead Sea, to see the 
Sea of Galilee, and to 
climb to the top of 
Massada. Those are 
memories you can't take 
away." 

Bruce was also content 
that even in his less pro
ductive years as a golfer, 
he got to watch his daugh
ter Jessica grow up. He 
was also happy that his 
dad, in the final year and 
a half of life, was able to 
enjoy his son's success . 
Andhe's pleased his mom 
is still around to watch 
her son realize what ap
peared to be the elusive 
dream. 

The writer, a Jewish 
Winnipegger, is aformer 
school teacher, and cov
ers football and hockey 
for Canadian Press and 
Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch with 
Sporting Touch. Send 
news aboutJ ewish sports 
to Harvey Rosen, 360 
Scotia Street, Winnipeg, 
Man., R2V IW7. 

Get in-depth news from Winnipeg'S 
Jewish community, Israel & rest of 

the Jewish world 
. Subscribe to 

The Jewish Post & News 

Call 694-3332 or see the subscription 
ad on page 19 
of this issue 
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Female rabbi authors self-help book plus 
·Contents range from true stories to fables, lessons & prayers 
To Begin Again - The Journey Toward 
Comfort, shed by Alfred A KnopfInc, . 
New York 1998. By Naomi Levy. 

Reviewed by IRENE KARASICK
MCMURRICH 

T o Begin Again, by Naomi Levy, 
is a book oflessons, short prayers, 

.. true stories, and fables designed 
to bring the joy of life back from trag
edy. After graduating from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, Levy 
accepts an offer to become the rabbi and 
spiritual leader to a congregation in Ven
ice California. Her tenure there grooms 
her for authorship of her book. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

Like 
most rab
bis, Levy 
is privy to 
the touch

ing stories in her congregants' past, and 
the mental anguish they suffer. Each 
lives with the memory of a tragic situa
tion that they believe did not have to 
happen - illnesses, abuse and loss of 
loved ones. Tragic occurrences have 
scarred their lives, obstructing any joy 
that may come their way. After telling 
their stories to their rabbi, they admit to 
their destructive feelings of resentment, 
envy for the good health of others, and 
anger for their own misfortune. Inevita
bly, they ask "Why f)1e? Why did G-d let 
this happen?" 

In retrospect, Levy knows that she, 
too, is a victim of anger. Since the age of 
15, she has been struggling to overcome 
her resentment over the senseless mur-

der of her father. She also carries painful 
memories of a failed first marriage. Levy' 
decides to resign her position and em
bark on a journey to find answers that 
would calm the suppressed rage of her 
congregants. She wonders how a rabbi 
can answer to a woman who had been 
beaten, thrown in the trunk of her car, 
driven to a remote place and raped, 
when she asks her' rabbi: "What good is 
G-d?" 

Levy begins her narrative by express
ing her gratitude to her former 
congregants for their information and 
strength. She addresses the reader as a 
colleague and offers ideas on how to 
thrive, emotionally and spiritually, when 
we feel overwhelmed by emotional pain. 
For answers, Levy draws wisdom from 
the great sages, her observations on how 
the congregants confront their tragedies, 
and honest evaluations of her own pain
ful experiences. 

The author invites reader-participa
tion to help dispel anger and moVe from 
that to compassion. Although this can 
be called a self-help book, it is much 
more than that. The energy and honesty 
in the text draws the reader to Levy as a 
friend - someone who understands. En
hanced with the inclusion of the au
thor's poetical short prayers, there is an 
emotional tone that permeates the text, 
with a reverence for G-d that cannot be 
denied. As the author remarks: "Only 
we can resuscitate our relation with '<:1-
d. " 

The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg pub
licist. 

Chen's night out 
Israeli percussion star Chen Zimbalista (L) enjoying a joke with Aviv Ron, 
conductor of the Ramat Gan Orchestra during the orchestra's open air summer 
concert August 24 in the National Park. Co,?yright: lsranet. . 

During the long, hot Israeli summer, the NatIOnal ~ark at Ramat Gan IS a p~p.u!ar 
venue for Israelis from near and far. They come to enJoy some of the many faCIlItIes 
the park offers, particularly in the evening, when things cool dow~ .. The cafes and 
restaurants are full of visitors, and in many comers of the park famIlIes can be seen 
barbecuing, while the lake is full of children boa~ing.. .. 

On August 24 things got hot again when IsraelI percussIOn star Chen 21mbalista 
came together with the Ramat Gan Orchestra at the park's amphitheater for its an?ual 
summer open-air concert. Zimbalista played a full program on drums and varJOus 
xylophones, to the delight of an audience of several thousand. 
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Another year of 
swinging Sundays ... 
starting now! 

One of the most respected 

jazz pianists around today. 

~l\,LYSON 
Vocalist, pianist, talent extraordi

naire ... the revelation of last year's 

Jazz Series returns. 

NOVEMBER 19 
BILL MAYS 8r 
RAY DRUMMOND 

JANUARY 14 
BUCI<Y PIZZARSLLI' ... 

,MA,Y6 
. ,'-', . 

"--:'CAAOL SLoANS', 
FSBRUARV 11 
TOMMY AMBROSS:, ,.:; 
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