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u.s~ Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 

Flap over Lieberman stance 
revives black-Jewish tensions 
By SHARON 
SAMBER 

WASHING
TON (JTA) -
Joseph 
Lieberman's at
tempts last week 
to allay the con
cerns of some 
black leaders 
about his posi
tion on affirma-
tive action 

Vice-presidential candidate Joseph Lieberman addresses 
showed pOblitic~tl the Black Caucus in Los Angeles Aug. 15. Credit: DNCC. 
smarts - ut 1 
also showed that old tensions die hard. 
Despite a general sense that ties be
tween Jews and blacks have improved 
in recent years, the Democratic vice
presidential candidate's emergence into 
the public spotlight has revived issues of 
contention - and revived concern about 
black anti-Semitism. 

Lieberman had to clarify his position 
on affirmative action to the Democratic 
National Committee's black caucus as 
soon as he arrived in Los Angeles for the 
convention. 

"I have supported affirmative action, 
I do support affirmative action and I will 
support affirmative action," he told the 
group. And in his acceptance speech to 
the convention on August 14, Lieberman 

said he favored President Clinton's' 
"mend it, don't end it" approach to af
firmative action. 

U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.), 
who led the fight to force Lieberman to 
explain his position, seemed appeased. 
The outspoken congresswoman said she 
felt a lot better after the issue had been 
clarified. Lieberman and other Demo
cratic officials also touted the senator's 
long record of support for civil rights. 

He traveled to Mississippi in the 1960s 
to register black voters. In the Senate, he 
voted to continue affirmative action pro
grams in ·1995, and three years later 
helped stop the elimination of a federal 
program that helps women and minori
ties win highway construction contracts. 

CANTOR ARKY BERKAL 

Beth Israel Congregation High Holy Day Services will be led this 
year by Rabbi Arthur Olelsky and Cantor Arky Berka). 

Rabbi Oleisky was Rabbi of Congregation Anshei Israel in Tucson 
Arizona for over twenty-five years. He was recently elected Rabbi 
Emeritus and in his honour, the congregation established the Rabbi 
Arthur Oleisky Endowment Fund for Excellence in Education and 
Youth Activities. 

Vitally interested in Conservative Judaism and Israel, Rabbi Oleisky 
is a member of the Council ofTrustees of the Masorti Foundation 
for Conservative Judaism in Israel, and has led many congrega
tional tours to Israel. 

He has held positions on many boards and committees including 
being the Chairman of Israel Affairs of the National Rabbinical 
Assembly, President of the Western States Region of the Rabbinical 
Assembly, and a member of the Executive Council of the Rabbini
cal Assembly. 

Rabbi Oleisky has received numerous awards throughout his 
distinguished career including the Merit Award from the University 
of Judaism, the Professional of the Year Award from the Jewish 
Federation of Southern Arizona, and the Rabbin'ical Award from the 
General Assembly in Israel. 

Beth Israel welcomes Rabbi Oleisky to Winnipeg and to our High 
Holy Day services. 

Hadassah 
officials 

kvelling, hoping 
for their own 

'bounce' 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA)
For activ ists in North 
America's largest Jewish 
women's organization, 
last week's Democratic 
National Convention in 
Los Angeles was like a 
marketing dream come 
true. 

With Hadassah 
Lieberman's rise to fame 
as wife of vice-presiden
tial candidate Joseph 
Lieberman, the name 
Hadassah had become a 
household word even in 
non-Jewish homes. On 
national television, an 
entire hall of convention 
delegates waved signs 
saying simply "Hadas
sah," as Mrs. Lieberman 
delivered a speech. 

Media commentators 
discussed the origin of the 
name, Hebrew for Esther, 
the young Jewish queen 
who, according to the 
Bible, lived in ancient 
Persia and saved theJews 
from extermination, 

Lieberman: Pronouncementoffaith 
jibes with church-state separation 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JT A) - Though much has been 
made of Democratic vice-presidential nominee Joseph 
Lieberman's personal faith and his openness about his 
religion, Lieberman keeps trying to make the distinc
tion between the personal and the political. "I hope 
people understand the difference between separation 
of church and state and an individual's right, including 
a public individual's right', to express matters offaith," 
he said. Lieberman, an Orthodox Jew, took a few 
minutes out to talk with reporters from the Jewish 
media on August 17, the final day of the Democratic 
National Convention. 

The campaign kicked things off in Wisconsin early 
August 18 as Democratic presidential candidate AI 
Gore, Lieberman and their families began a riverboat 
journey down the Mississippi River. As the first Jew on 
a national ticket, and as a candidate who initially made 
his faith a central part of his message, Lieberman has 
had his Judaism placed under a microscope. Some have 
been critical of his willingness to speak freely about 
God. "I understand the curiosity, interest and even 
confusion," he said. "So far, people have been very 
respectful and very interested and I appreciate both." 

Asked if he thought his openness of his faith made 
people uncomfortable he simply said, "I hope itdoesn 't." 
When Lieberman stood with Gore for the first time as 
his running mate in Nashville, many took note of the 
numerous references to God and religion in Lieberman's 
speech. Lieberman explained that he felt "profound 
personal gratitude" at that moment, and he was just 
expressing his feelings. "Those words ofthanks to God 
just came out of me," he said. He did say, however, that 
there are points at which his faith is personal and has 
"nothing to do with my public responsibility." Other 
issues have dogged Lieberman of late as well. 

Wisconsin shulhosts Lieberman,· 
enjoys 15 minutes of fame 
By PETER EPHROSS 

NEW YORK (JTA)
It's not easy working for 
a Jewish vice-presiden
tial candidate. 

Early last week, Joseph 
Lieberman's campaign 
scheduler was already 
scratching his head: How 
could he find a synagogue 
in the rural Midwest 
where the vice presiden
tial candidate could pray 
on Shabbat and still make 
it to Tipper Gore's birth
day party on August 19? 

Young, non-Jewish 
Ryan Montoya found his 
answer with the help of 
some Democratic Jewish 
consultants and a small
town Wisconsin syna
gogue. 

The campaign first con
tacted the major Jewish 
rabbinical organizations 
for synagogues in Wis
consin and Iowa - and 
close-by hotels - located 
along the Mississippi 
River route where Demo
cratic candidates AI Gore 
and Lieberman cam
paigned over the week
end. But the search wasn't 
simple. A synagogue in 
Clinton, Iowa, closed 
down 10 years ago. A 
combined Reform and 
Conservative shu I in 
Dubuque, Iowa, was too 
far away, while a Reform 
temple in Davenport, 

Iowa, doesn't hold Satur- . 
day morning services .. 

Then the campaign dis
covered Congregation 
Sons of Abraham in La 
Crosse, Wisc., where Gore 
and Lieberman cam-

paigned August 18. Rabbi 
Saul Prombaum, who leads 
the 45-family Conservative 
shul, originally founded in 
1905, wasdeJighted to wel
come the vice·presidential 
entourage. 

TALMUD TORAH -
BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Is pleased to announce that 

DR. LARRY GORNISH 
of ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
will once again conduct 
High Holiday Services 

at 1525 MAIN STREET 

All Students Welcome . 
EREV ROSH HASHANAH - SEPT. 29 

Mincha/Maarlv - 6:45 p.m. 
ROSH HASHANAH - SEPT. 30/0CT.1 

Sbacharit - 8:30 a.m. Mlncba - 6:45 p.m. 
EREV YOM KIPPUR - OCT. 8 

KOL NIDREI - 6:15 p.m. 
YOM KIPPUR - OCT. 9 - 9:00 a.m. 

For more infonnation 
call 334-3521 
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Jewishgroupsjoin callforCongress to pass hate crimes law this session 
By MICHAEL . Some Jewish groups rap 

Bush adviser's proposals J. JORDAN 
NEW YORK 

(JTA) - Jewish' 
groups are J0111-
ing in a last-ditch 
effort to push 
through federal 
hate crimes leg
islation before 
the 106th U.S. 
Congress is his
tory. If they fail, 
advocates would 
practically have 
to start over' 
again in the next 
Congress. 

In a news con
ference on the 
steps of New 
York's City Hall, 
Hillary Rodham 
CI in ton, the 

At a news conference pressing for federal hate crimes 
legisla~ion, Jody Rabhan, associate director of Washington 
operations for the National Council of Jewish Women , 
addresses the New York media August 23. Surrounding her 
is New York City Council Speaker Peter Vallone, left, Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler (D-N. Y.), right,and 1-Hllary Rodham Clinton, 
far right. Credit: Michael J. JordallllTA. 

state's Democratic can
didate for U.S. Senate, 
joined civil rights leaders' 
and members of New 
York's congressional del
egation in supporting the 
Hate Crimes Prevention 

crimes-related informa
tion as they lobby their 
local representatives, 
who are now off on Au-
gust recess. 

The Senate already 
passed a version of the 
bill June 20. But it must 
also pass the House of 
Representatives between 
the time it reconvenes 
September 5 to the time 
the session ends, around 

Oct. I. If not, the entire 
process must be repeated. 
"This is the farthest we've 
ever gotten; after events 
like this, we know it'll 
pass if it's brought to the 
House floor," said Jody 
Rabhan, associate direc· 
tor ofW ashington opera
tions for the National 
Council of Jewish 
Women, which co-spon
sored the August 23 press 

Act. 
They also unveiled a 

Website, 
un itedagainsthate.org,· 
devoted to arm grass
roots activists ·with hate 

CJ@sli Pina Congregation - fJJie (Pface to 6e for 
fJJie Jfigli Jfo{y (j)ays 5761 

Special Prices for Children, Youth & Young Adults 
(to age 26 and residing with their parents) 

Special Reduced Rates for out of town guests who will attend either Rosh 
Hashanah Services only or Yom Kippur Services only 

Regular Prices are as /0110111.\': 
The Sallctuary $175.00 
Auditorium Pews $125.00 
The Chapel $i 25.00 
Auditori"m Chairs $ 75.00 
Child (5-12) $36.00/seat 
Youth (13-26) 112 regular price 

For further information please call the Rosh Pina Office at 589-6305 

High Holy Days Services For Children 
, 

We offer a variety of children's programs. For pre-schoolers 2 years plus 
we have Tot Services, which include songs, stories, and activities. Junior Con
gregation grades 1 to 4 and grades 5 to 7 will introduce the children to syna
gogue skills in an atmosphere of services, games and discussion. Services are 
held from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. There is no charge for Junior Congregation. 

High Holy Day Child Care is available. Pre-registration along with payment is 
required. 

Cantor Howard Bender & Rabbi Neal Rose will lead the 
Tri-Synagogue Selichot Services at Rosh Pina Synagogue 

Saturday, September 23,2000 at 10:00 p.m. 

Rosh Pina Congregation Bnay Abraham Synagogue Beth Israel Synagogue 

ALTERNATIVE HIGH HOLY DAYS SERVICES 

This service emphasizes family participation and learning in an informal at
mosphere. Rabbi Neal Rose, Mrs. ~arol Rose and the family of Roses will 
offiCiate in the Rosh Pina Junior Auditorium. Seats may be purchased at the 
Synagogue office. 

event. 
Republican leaders op

pose the proposed meas
ure because they say it 
would designate special 
classes of citizens, par
ticularly gays and les
bians, who are already 
protected under existing 
state laws against vio
lence. 

But Rabhan said the 
new law would serve as 
better "protection and 
deterrence" than the cur
rent law. 

It would widen the 
scope of crimes in which 
federal agencies could 
assist local authorities, 
mandate longer jail terms 
and expand the existing 
law -which focuses on 
violence motivated by 
race, color, religion or 
national origin -to include 
crimes based .on gender, 
sexual orientation or dis
ability. "Ifpeoplearespe
cially attacked" for these 
reasons, "they must be 
specially protected," said 
New York Public Advo
cate Mark Green, a Jew 
who reportedly intends to 
run for mayor of New 
York in 2001. 

Groups worried about First Amendment 
violations . 
By ERIC FINGERHUT 
The Washington Jewish Week 

WASHINGTON - In his speech accepting the 
Republ ican nomination for president carl ier th is mon th, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush spoke of "a wall within 
our nation" separating "wealth and technology, educa
tion and ambition" on one side and "poverty and 
prison, addiction and despair" on the other, and then 
stated that America "must tear down that wall." 

Bush, if elected president, would attempt to el imi
nate that division in society through what he has called 
"compassionate conservatism," and that philosophy is 
outlined in Compassionate Conservatism: What It Is, 
What It Does, and How It Can Transform America, a 
book published in July by informal Bush adviser and 
University of Texas journalism professor Marvin 
Olasky. In the most controversial aspect of his propos
als, Olasky argues that because some faith-based or
ganizations, "including those with religious teachings 
as a central part of their programs," have been proven 
effective in fighting poverty and other social ills, some 
of the money the government devotes to social welfare 
programs should be sent to those organizations to assist 
in their mission. 

But many in the Jewish community say Olasky's 
proposals, often referred to as "charitable choice," 
would violate the First Amendment by endorsing 
proselytization and discriminating against minority 
religions. "We think charitable choice is unconstitu
tional, bad public policy and bad for religion," said 
Michael Lieberman, Washington counsel for the Anti
Defamation League. Bush has heartily endorsed 
Olasky's views. 

/!.oslt Pilla High Holy Day Services will be 
cOllducted tltis year by Rabbi Barry D. Cytl'lJII 

alld Calltor Howard Bemler 

Rabbi Cytron brings to our High Holy Day Service this 
year his many years of experience as a congregations 
Rabbi in Des Moines and Minneapolis, from 1972 to 
1996. 

He currcntly holds the Jay Philips Chair in Jewish 
Studies and directs it's Center for .Iewish-Christian 
Leaming in Minneapolis, a partnership of St. John's 
University of Sl. Thomas. 

Rabbi Cytron received his 13S and M A degrees from 
Columbia University, ordination from the Jewish Theo· 
logical Seminary of America, and a Ph.D. from Iowa 

Rabbi Barry D. Cytron State University. 

In 1989, Rabbi Cytron collaborated with his wife in writing' a young person's biog. 
raphy, Miriam Mendilow: Mother of Jcmsalem, that tells the story of the founder of 
Israel's renowned "Lifeline for the Aged". He is now completing a book which ex
plores the ethical questions at the end of life. 

~. 

We Welcome Rabbi Cytron to our High Holy Day Services 

Rosh Pilla COllgl'egatioll is 
Proud to Welcome Back 

Calltor Howard Bellder to Lead 0111' 

Selic/wt & High Holy Day Services 

, Last year it was a thrill (0 share Yom Tov at Rosh Pina. 
.•......• We are looking forward to the opportunity to ob-

';"'/',\, 
serve a special Yom Tov with Cantor Bender again 

", this year. 

Renowned as a dynamic cantor and an exceptional 
• opera singer, Chazan Bender has appeared in syna-

Cantor Howard Bender 

A native of Cleveland, currently residing in Virginia, Cantor Bender's tal
ent and skill will be an integral part of our will Se!ichot and High Holy Day 
Services at Rosh Pina. 

The Rosh Pina Choil' is un del' the dil'ection of 
DI'_ David Hoult 

" f. 

" 

.. 

'. 


