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Israeli news! Noah Witman's Yiddish column 

Conservative movement HQ to be 
in Jerusalem 

President Moshe Katsav (L) with Rabbi Ehud 
Bandel, president of the Masorti (Conservative) 
Movement in Israel. Copyright: Isranet. 

Rabbi Joe Wernik announced this month that the 
Conservative movement is to move its world head-

.. quarters from New York to Jerusalem. Wernik will 
serve as the director of the new office. The movement 
will also become known as Masorti Olami (World 
Conservative) instead of World Council of Synagogues. 
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Barak proposes series of reforms 
aimed at pleasing secular voters 
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By NAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM (JT A) 

- Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak has an
nounced a number of ini
tiatives aimed at Israel's 
secular voters. The ini
tiatives, which are being 
viewed as an indication 
that Barak is pessimistic 
about the possibility of 
bringing any religious 
parties back into his 
weakened governing coa
lition, include allowing 
for the drafting of a con
stitution, creating civil 
marriages and abol ishing 
the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs. 

Barak announced the 
initiatives in a meeting 
with Labor Party minis
ters August 19. "The na
tional agenda has now 
changed: After the with
drawal from Lebanon and 
putting the economy on 
its feet, it is time to raise 
the flag of social issues," 

Barak told Israel Ra
dio. Barak said he had 
delegated three Cabinet 
ministers - Yossi Beilin, 
Shlomo Ben-Ami and· 
Rabbi Michael Melchior 
- to draw up a position 
paper on a constitution. 

. He said he would con
tinue simultaneously with 
efforts to make peace with 
Israel's neighbors. 

Sources within Barak's 
One Israel bloc said 

A fervently Orthodox Jew talks to a secular Israeli woman in downtown 
Jerusalem on August 21. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak recently an
nounced a number of initiatives aimed at pleasing secular voters. Photo credit: 
Brian HendlerllTA. 

Barak's move was tanta
mount to a "divorce" from 
the fervently Orthodox 
Shas Party - which vehe
mently opposes the steps. 

Barak publicly prodded 
the Likud Party to sup
port his measures. But 
Ariel Sharon, the leader 
of the main opposition 
party, said Barak's an
nouncementreflected his 
government's panic-and 
predicted the measures 

would not pass. ' 
The announcement is 

the latest in a series that 
appears to be aimed at 
winning favor with the 
Israeli public. 

Last week, Finance 
Minister Avraham 
Shochat announced a 
number of dramatic cuts 
in sales taxes on such 
items as household appli
ances and electronics. 

Barak lost his parlia-

mentary majority when 
three parties walked out 
of his governing coali
tion in protest against the 
Camp David summit, 
leaving his coalition with 
42 members out of the 
120-member Knesset. 

Get in-depth news from Win~ipeg's Jewish 
community, Israel & rest of the Jewish world 

Subscribe to The Jewish Post & News .. 

The embattled prime 
minister has been trying 
to rebuild his coalition 
during the Knesset sum
mer recess while simul
taneously working to ad
vance peace efforts with 
the Palestinians. 

At the same time, how
ever, speculation has in
tensified that Barak may 
have to face early elec
tions if he is unable to 
cobble together a govern
ment or head off efforts 
to vote his coalition out 
of office. 
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SYLVIA 
OBERMAN 

II'ho passed away 
August 13. 1985 

26Av5745 
We dearly miss our belOl'ed 
wife. mother,grandmotherand 
great -grandmother. She lives 
Oil ill our mind & hearts ihat 
are filled with precious 
memories. 
-Always remembered and 
thought of with love by her 
husband, children, 
grandchildren & great
grandchildren. 

lfn :memoriam 

In loving memory of 

FISHEL 
RUTMAN 
who passed away 
August 13.1995 

17 days in Av 
- Always remembered and 
sadly missed by his wife, 
children and grandchildren. 

JJn :memoriam 
Sib !>abt?eit 

In loving memory of· . 

ROSE SWITZER 
who passed away 

September 1, 1992 
3 Days in Elul 

- Always remembered and 
sadly missed by her husband, 
children,grandson andfamily. 
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ISI'%aeli news 

Missing u.s. soldier returns home 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- A U.S. army officer who 
had been missing from a 
Texas base for two weeks 
is out of Israel's hands -
fornow. Lt. Co\.Jeremiah 
Mattysse, 50, voluntarily 
returned to the United 
States after he was found 
August 21 in a youth hos
tel near Mitzpeh Ramon 
in southern Israel. 

Mattysse, who con
verted to Judaism 10 
years ago, said he did not 
pass on any military in
telligence to the Jewish 
state, as a woman who 
claims to be his girlfriend 
had originally said. 

On August 21, Rivka 
N ir retracted her story and 
said ·Mattysse had done 
nothing wrong. "First of 
all, I'm on vacation here," 
Mattysse said. "I'm not a 

JJnj$lemoriam 

In loving memory of our dear 
father and grandfather 

BENJAMIN 
SHAPIRO 
who passed away 
August 28. 1984 
I st Day in Elul 

-Ever remembered and sadly 
missed by his family and 
friends. 

lfn j/Nemoriam 

In loving memory of 

JOSEPHGERSH)N 

KAPLAN 
who passed alVay 
August 21, 1966 
5 Days in Elul 

-Ever remembered and sadly 
missed by his children and 
grandchildren. 

that Mattysse' s wife, 
Vanda, filed for divorce 
on March 7. An attorney 
for Vanda Mattysse said 
a divorce is pending. 

Israeli newspapers.splashed the story ofa missing U.S. army officer across their 
front pages two weekends ago. The soldier, Lt. Col. Jeremiah Mattysse, was 
found in southern Israel on August 21. Photo credit: Brian HendlerllTA. 

His disappearance was 
of heightened concern 
because of his intelli
gence background, said 
Hanley. Nir, who holds 
both Israeli and Ameri
can citizenship, said she 
hopes Mattysse returns to 
the United States and 
makes aliyah only after 
he clears his name. Nir 
said Mattysse had been 
in Israel since the begin
ning of August, moving 
~round disguised with a 
beard and wig and sleep- . 
ing in a tent. 

The incident was 
splashed across all of Is-

spy. I've given no classi
fied information to any
body." 

An Israeli source called 
the matter a "very human, 
personal situation." Is
raeli authorities con
firmed that Mattysse has 
applied to immigrate to 
the Jewish state. But first, 
he will have to explain 
his conduct to the United 
States. Joe Hanley, a 
spokesman for the U.S. 
Army Reserve, said 
Mattysse -who had been 
missing since August 7 -
is charged with being ab
sent without leave, deser
tion and conduct unbe
coming an officer. 

Hanley added that au
thorities will decide 
whether to court marital 
Mattysse, who will be 
reassigned to Fort Knox 
in Kentucky. Until Feb
ruary, Mattysse worked 
in a management posi
tion at a Texas army in
telligence center. 

Jewish 
Post & 
News 

deadline 
for news 

& 
advertising: 
Thursday, 
noon for 

the 
following 
week's . 
Issue 

Mattysse was reas
signed to a U.S. Army 
Reserve group in San 
Antonio after an investi-

gat ion was launched into 
a possible extramarital 
affair. The San Antonio 
Express-News reported 

. rael' s papers over the 
weekend, with the tab
loid Yediot Achronot 
dedicating a seven-page 
spread to the story. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified ad rates: $10.54 per column inch. Minimum charge, $10.54. For 
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $12.34 per column inch, minimum charge $12.34. 
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed 
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using 
your VISA or MASTERCARD. 

• For more illformatioll please call 694-3332. 

PRO F E S.S ION A L S 

Ga1ifro GaleaII>roJLnia1t 
PHIUP KAHANOVITCH 

B. Canm. (Hal), MBA, G.GA 
• Axxlultrg • .AJ..dti-g 

·Tax·Data PrcxEssirg 
3-1 rollv1ail SIrea 
w~ rvBR2V2P3 

Bus. 339-6969 
Fax. 339-2717 
Res. 3347006 

If (Ike) Chamish, CLU, CH.F.t 

No Cost placements on: 
GIC's, RRSPs, RRIFs 

I Relirement Planning 
I Investment & Mutual Funds 
I Insurance: Life & Disability 
I Group Benefits 

94~5750 

fOR SAU 
WINNIPEG BEACH COTTAGE 

4 bdr, 1300 sq. ft., 
Open House Sunday 24 

203 Park Avenue 

Advertise in 
The Jewish Post & 

News. 
Call 694-3332 for 

information. 

. REAL ESTATE . 

COLDWeLL 
IANl(eRC 

PREMIERE REALTY 
"Buying or Selling?" 

Esther Weinstein 
Joyce Rykiss 

925·7999 
e-mail address:weinstei@icenter.net 

Sutton Group 
SHELDON ZAMICK 

• Residential 

·Commercial 

"Discount for Seniors" 

475-9130 
sheldonzomick@mb.sympolico.co 

HOME CARE 

Wanted 
Wonderful, compassionate, Loving 

and kind Employer 
Are y,0u interested in hiring a 

'Live-In Caregiver?" 

The Live-in Caregiver Program is 
a special program to bring workers 
to Canada to do "live-in" work as 

caregivers when there are not 
enough Canadians or permanent 
residents to fill available pOSitions. 

A "Live-In-Caregiver" Is someone who 
provides child care, elderly home 

support & care or care of the 
disabled, without supervision in a 

private home. 

Successful applicants receive an 
employment authorization allowing 

them to work in Canada as 
"Live-In Caregivers". 

SPA Consulting Services is 
an excellent source of qualified 

applicants from around the world . 
For details, phone JunAyson at 957-0614 
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