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Editoriai/ comment 
Slave labor compensation atonement for past sins Dry Bones 

A new compensation deal for the Nazis' slave 
and forced laborers is further evidence of 

. contemporary Germany's willingness to 
atone for the Hitler era. 

The total package, elements of which the media 
reported this summer, is worth a staggering $7.1 bil
lion, with the cost to be shared by the German gov
ernment and more than 3,000 German companies. 

Many of an estimated 170,000 Jewish former slave 
laborers around the world are expected to' benefit 
from this compensation; in Canada, alone, it's esti
mated that 15,000 will be el igible for about $ 10,600 
each. . 

It's hard to comprehend the horrors these slave 
laborers endured. Michael Hirsch of Winnipeg 
recalls being forced to work from dawn till dusk, 
cracking stones in a stonepit and carting them to a 
railway station several kilometres away. His rations 
for the day consisted of three ounces of bread, hand
ed out at dawn; even water sometimes wasn't avail
able at his worksite. 

Phil ip Weiss, another Winnipeg Holocaust sur
vivor, survived five dirferent slave labor camps from 
1941 to 1945, starting at age 16, 

His work ranged from mining to quarrying stones 
to serving as a watchmaker, he told a Manitoba Youth 
Parliament in December, 1994. 

"I was without underwear, full of lice, terrorized _ 

'a Jewish slave in a Nazi hell." 
The compensation package will also include small

er payments to non-Jewish "forced laborers", who 
worked under somewhat less rigorous conditions. 

It was agreed to after two years of wrenching nego
tiations, notes Moshe Ronen, president of Canadian 
Jewish Congress. Representatives of the German 
government and industry, of seven nations including 
Israel, and the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany took part in the talks. 

For many slave laborers, now deceased, the money 
will have come far too late. Others, including some 
Winnipeg survivors who endured shorter periods as 
slave laborers, might not qualify, because they don't 
meet the minimum requirements. 

For dozens of Winnipeg Holocaust survivors, 
including spouses who also served as slave laborers, 
the compensation will amount to more than $20,000 
per couple - a drop in the bucket, compared to the 
work they did and the nightmarish abuse they suf
fered. 

Multiplied so many times over, however, it will 
involve a considerable financial sacrifice by German 
government and industries. Many of those in power 
in Germany today are too young to have played any 
part in the Holocaust. Their roles in atoning for an 
older generation's pasts should also be acknowl
edged. 
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Lots of good news from Israel these days 
, Vast majoritY'of Jewish youths have home computers 

Flf"1here's lots of 
tl good news from 

_kL Israel these days. 
No, I am not refelTing to 
the Palestinians nor bor
der incidents nor negoti
ations, nor internal 
political affairs. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

I'm talking about the 
normal, every dayIsrael 
that seldom makes head
lines - the real Israel. 
For example: 
* According to a 

recent survey by the 
reputable Gallup
Teleseker firm, 86 per 

cent of Israeli Jewish 
youth have computers in 
their homes. 

* . Students from the 
Boyar High School in 
Jerusalem were one of 
I T groups of student 
competitors from all 
over the world to 
receive the International 
Stockholm Junior Water 
Prize for best research 
about water environ
ment. 

* The government has 
confessed that if tax col
lections continue for the 
r.emainder of this year as 
they have thus far, there 
will be a net income of 
14 billion shekels over 
and above what had 
been expected and bud
geted for. 

* Despite the fact that 
the civilian labor force 
has increased by 5 per 
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University students work at computers at an Israeli university: 86 per cent of 
Israeli youths now have computers at home. IPPA photo. 

cent, unemployment has 
gone down by 0.6 per 
cent to 8.6 per cent - not 
a figure to be proud of, 
but considerably less 
that most European 
countries. 

* Military reserve 
duty for Israelis serving 
in combat-support units, 
who have heretofore 
been called up for annu
al duty until they were 
51, will now be released 
from call-up after age 
45. 

* The Central Bureau 
of Statistics reports that 
the national economy, 
overall, has grown by an 
impressive 5.4 per cent 
in the first half of 2,000. 
* Shlomo Amoyal 

(28), an artist who suf
fers from cystic fibrosis 
and is completely para
lyzed, paints with the 
brush held in his mouth. 
He has been accepted as 
a student at the presti
gious Bezalel Art 
School because of his 

talent, ability, inspira
tion and personality. 

* Final figures for 
1999 show that 77,000 
new immigrants entered 
the country in that year, 
the highest number 
since 1995. The great 
majority were from the 
former Soviet Union. 

* During the first 
seven months of this 
year, exports totalled 
close to IS billion dol
lars, an increase of 28 
per cent over the same 
period last year. High 
tech products were 
prominent in the total. 

* Anna Smashnova, 
. Israeli tennis star, won 
the Sanex Trophy tour
nament in Belgium, 
upsetting a top-seeded 
Belgian star. 

* Israeli exports to 
Arab countries rose 35 
per cent in the first half 
of this year, compared to 
the same period last 
year. Countries 
involved, which do not 

have diplomatic rela
tions with Israel, were 
Saudi-Arabia, Yemen, 
Kuwait, the Arab 
Emirate Republic, 
Bahrain and Qatar. 
Others, which do have 
some form of relations 
with Israel, were Egypt, 

,Jordan, Oman, Morocco 
and Tunis. 

* Scientists at the 
Technion have drawn 
international attention' 
with their development 
of a super-battery which 
lasts 50 per cent longer 
than conventional bat
teries, and because of its 
special materials, breaks 
down into iron dust 
which causes no envi
ronmental damage. 

* Bright new ideas '. , 
mnovatJve patents and 
talented personnel will 
attract 2 billion dollars 
of investment in new 
start-up companies this 
year, according to expe
rienced observers. 

* Six Israeli youth, 

ages 14-18, returned 
from the International 
Mathematics Olympics 
in Korea with six 
medals, two gold, one 
silver and three bronze. 

* During the first 
seven months of 2000 
there were 35 per cent 
more hotel stays by 
tourists from abroad 
than in the same period 
last year. Altogether 
there were some 12 mil
lion bed nights in hotels. 

* Help wanted! A 
national survey by the 
Manpower firm, based 
on help wanted ads in 
the papers, reveals that 
in the second quarter of 
2000 there was a 6 per 
cent· increase over the 
first quarter in the 
demands for help. Jobs 
in engineering were in 
first place, followed by 
computers and commu
nications. 
* Kfar Tikva, in 

Tivon, is a residential 
community for adults 
with disabilities such as 
brain-damage, autism 
and retardation. To keep 
usefully employed, they 
planted a vineyard and 
established a winery. 
When the French 
Association of Vintners 
and Vineyards 
announced an interna
tional wine contest, 150 
wineries submitted a 
total of 1500 wines. 
Among them was Kfar 
Tikva which sent six 
bottles of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, its only 
product. The result: 
First prize and gold 
medal for Kfar Tikva. 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. 

Comment 

Israeli Jews from North Africa plant a tree in the Jewish 
state: Although Shas Party leaders are observant, many of 
the party's followers aren't as extreme, says Professor 
Yehuda Nini.IPPA photo. 

Shas: Blessing or curse 
Self-pro~laimed Marxist praises party's success 

, 6 v I '~he succ.ess of Shas is the 

1 best thmg that has hap
pened here in the last gen

eration," says Yehuda Nini. That senti
ment would not be startling had it been 
expressed by an ultra-Orthodox rabbi 
or politician. But it comes from a dis
tinguished professor of,1ewish studies 
at Tel Aviv University and a self-pro
claimed Marxist. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

Professor 
Nini's atti
tude stems 
from his 
vIew that 
Shas IS 
serving as 
a focus for 
the asp ira-

NECHEMIA MEYERS tions of 
Mizrahiim 

(Jews from North Africa and the 
Middle East), who have yet to achieve 
the influence that they deserve in 
Israeli society. And, he points out, 
while its leaders are ultra-Orthodox 
haredim, its rank and file - though they 
don't know it - are Reform or 
Conservative Jews. This is because 
while they have a feeling for tradition 
and attend synagogue from time to 
time, they think nothing of putting 
down their prayer books and driving to 
the beach or attending a soccer game 
after Shabbat services. 

"The great majority of them," Nini 
goes on, "work in the same fields as 
everyone else and serve in the army 
like their fellow Israelis. For even 
though Shas, as a party, supports 
exemptions from military service for 
yeshiva students, it won more army 
votes in the last elections than did the 
militantly secular Meretz, which 
opposes such exemptions." 

Nini understands Shas because he 
comes from the same Mizrahi back
ground as its members. He grew up in 

a community of observant Yemenites 
near Rehovot and his early studies 
took place in a "heder" and were sole
ly devoted to religious subjects. But 
later on, to his parents deep disap
pointment, he joined the left-wing 
Hashomer Hatzair youth movement, 
fought in the palmach during the War 
of Independence and turned to univer
sity studies afterwards. Though he 
lacked even a high school diploma, he 
proved to be a brilliant student. 

While freely admitting that he him
self has never encountered discrimina
tion because of his background, 
"Mizrahiim in general," Nini declares, 
"have not been given a fair shake 
because Israeli elites are overwhelm
ingly Ashkenazic and quite naturally 
favor those with a similar back
ground." 

The Tel Aviv University professor is 
not an admirer of Shas luminary Aryeh, 
Deri, and sees no reason to protest 
against the three-year prison sentence 
imposed on him for bribery. At the 
same time, he agrees with Shas that the 
courts are part and parcel of the 
Ashkenazic elite and should be more 
representative of the country as a 
whole. 

He also sees justice in the party's 
demand that more money be devoted 
to "their culture," even if that means 
taking away some of the funds from 

,the Israel Opera and the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra.' Despite his 
own devotion to "Ashkenazic culture," 
Nini declares: "When I buy a ticket to 
the opera, I know that it has a built-in 
government subsidy of something like 
IS250. But thanks to the salary I 
receive from Tel Aviv University, I 
could still afford the ticket if the sub
sidy were reduced to IS 125 and the 
money saved used to sponsor concerts 
devoted to Middle Eastern music." 

The writer lives in Rehovot, Israel. 
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You say you want a revolution? 
Barak seeking to shore up support, by promising secular
liberal reforms 

By DAVID TWERSKY 
The New Jersey Jewish News 

\
~ THIPPANY, N.J. - During his 
~l\f visit to Turkey last week, 
. 'W Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 

Barak might have taken a moment to 
chat about religion and state with 
Turkey's army chief of staff, Gen. 
Huseyin Kivrikoglu. Like Kivrikoglu, 
Barak is a former chief of staff of an 
army with a secular nation-building 
orientation. 
. Kivrikoglu has continued the 

Turkish army's resistance to the politi
cal Islamic movement that dates all the 
way back to Kemal Ataturk's secular
ization of Turkey after World War I. 
For his part, Barak has launched what 
he is calling a "civil-social" revolution 
in Israeli life to address the long-over
due issues of religion and state entan
glements. 

Of course, Israel's situation is far 
different from Turkey's, Where radical 
Islamists hope to pull the country 
toward the Middle East and Iran while 
the secular government and army want 
to become part of Europe. In Israel, as 
l.ong as the peace process issues were 
paramount, Barak pre felTed to sweep 
his views on religion and state under 
the carpet in exchange for the Shas 
Party's support for a peace deal. 

First things first, Barak told voters 
who chanted "Just not Shas" at a post
election rally. First peace, then a 
sweeping reform. of domestic affairs. 
The first peace track to close was the 
Syrian, when the late president of 
Syria, Hafez aI-Assad, told United 
States President Bill Clinton he want
ed to swim in the Kinneret before he 
died. Then Barak rolled the dice on 
Camp David, gambling that he'd 
secure a deal with the Palestinians. 

Deal in hand, Barak felt voters 
would back him, their fears about its 
details -replaced by fears about what 
would happen if they rejected it. But in 
the high-stakes craps game with Barak 
and Clinton, Yasser Arafat refused to 
blink, and Burak came home with no 
agreement and no Knesset majority. 
Center-right parties and factions Barak 
successfully wooed into his coalition a 
year ago bolted the day before he 
departed for Camp David, arguing that 
he was giving away too much. Not all 
of the prime minister's critics are on 
the center right. 

Dovish critics are arguing that by 
adopting let's-get-it-all-done-at-once 
approach - what Israelis refer to as 
Zbeng v'gamamu, Bang and it's over -
Barak guaranteed he'd get nothing. 
These critics, including ministers 
Shimon Peres and Haim Ramon, sup
port a gradualist postpone-until-Iater 
approach, specifically on the thus-far
insurmountable questions of refugees 
and eastern Jerusalem. Backed by min
isters Shlomo Ben Ami and Yossi 
Beilin, Barak believes no deal that post
pones resolution of the fate of Jerusalem 
and the Palestinian refugees - and a for
mal declaration by the Palestinians· (and 
the Arab League, for that matter) that 
the conflict is over - would stand a 
chance of being approved by the 
Knesset or the Israeli public. 

Barak's strategy so far has at least 
yielded a vastly improved internation
al standing for Israel. The Europeans, 
Russia and China have all sent a mes-

sage to 
Arafat to 
back down 
from his 
threats to 
unilaterally 
proclaim the 
establish
ment of a 
Palestinian 
state less 
than two 
weeks from 
now, on 
September 
13. At the 

EHUD BARAK, 
Israeli prime minis
ter: He's promising 
sweeping domestic 
reforms, to stay in 
power. Israllct photo. 

same time, 
American diplomats have been busy 
trying to narrow the remaining differ
ences to.the p'oint where another sum
mit might break the impasse. 

Under these conditions, Arab coun
tries are looking for a way to provide 
cover for Arafat to accept a Jerusalem 
deal, or an umbrella under which he 
can hide if he turns it down. Arafat is 
isolated to the point where we've 
heard that he is hoping that Barak falls 
and is replaced by a Likud-Ied coali
tion. The Palestinian leader's worse-is
better reasoning? Ths! only way the 
balance of power now favoring Israel 
can tip back in the Palestinians' direc-

, tion is if a hawkish Israeli government 
runs afoul of the Europeans and weak
ens Israel's currently unassailable 
standing in Washington. 

If those reports are true, Barak won't 
see a breakthrough on the Palestinian 
peace front. If "peace" won't come 
"now," the original logic of Barak's 
triage putting peace ahead of domestic 
reform no longer holds. So to find a 
way out of his increasingly isolated 
political situation, Barak is now pro
moting the civil-social revolution, 
introducing legislation earlier this 
month that includes a constitution and 
the legalization of civil malTiage. For 
years, Israeli politicians have been 
talking about the Big Bang theory. 

According to the theory, once the 
Palestinian issue is resolved, Israeli pol
itics would realign around a new para
digm, secular-liberal as opposed to reli
gious-fundamentalist. In this formula
tion zbeng v'gamamu leads to a bigger 
bang in pol itical life. The latest polls 
show dramatic support for the civil
social program, even among broad sec
tions of Likud, and especially among 
immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union, the key swing constituency. 

By positioning himself this way, 
Barak has pushed all the Orthodox 
parties except his ally Meimad away, 
but he only did so once they all 
appeared to be securely docked on the 
opposition side of the lake. Barak's 
plan was accompanied by an invitation 
to the Likud opposition to join the 
government. After initially dismissing 
the opening as a ploy, Likud leader 
Ariel Sharon is now hinting he may 
support some of the reforms and hasn't 
ruled out joining a national unity gov
ernment. 

The question is whether it comes too 
late, or just in time to help him and his 
allied parties in national elections that 
are probably only half a year away. 
That's why the choices in Israel right 
now are between Zbeng v'gamarnu 
and the Big Bang. 


