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Books 

Behind the headlines 

Journalist puts human faces on war for U.S. Jewry's future 
By JULIE WIENER 

N EW YORK 
(JTA) - Just as 
American Jews 

spent the last decade wor
rying about "continuity," 
they will likely spend this 
one worrying about lack 
of consensus as to just 
what kind of Judaism 
should be continued. 
That's the message of a 
provocatively titled new 
book, Jew vs. Jew: The 
Struggle for the Soul of 
American Jewry, by 
award-winningjoumalist 
Samuel Freedman. 

TrlE STRUGGLE 
FOR THE SOUL OF 
!-\fVlERICAI\l JEVVRY 

of Judaism or to Orthodox yeshivot 
and social organizations, to support 
the Israeli prime minister's willing
ness to exchange land for peace or to 
condemn it. 
. What makes his book unique, says 
Freedman, is that it is not "from one 
polemical point of view or another." 
Instead, the book puts faces on the 
Jewish disunity, thoroughly chroni
cling the stories of a handful of people 
caught up in such disputes. The dis
putes in modem American Judaism, 
contends Freedman, go beyond sim
ply Orthodox vs. secular. But the cen
tral conflicts of the book are the ones 
that pit Orthodox against liberal Jews. 

Freedman examines: * The simulta-
neous demise of a labor Zionist sum
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mer camp and exponential growth of 
a neighboring Chasidic community in . 
New Jerse)'; * A failed joint Ortho
dox -Refoml-Conservative conversion 
program in Denver; * Reform Jews 
who left their Long Island suburb be
cause they felt their Orthodox 
neighbors were judging them; * A 

That there are tensions 
among the different 
streams of Judaism -par
ticularly between Ortho
dox and liberal Jews - is 

Jew vs. Jew: The Struggle for the Soul of 
American Jewry, by Samuel Freedman. 

nothing new. Indeed, in every large Jewish community 
throughout the United State·s, the loud pleas for "toler
ance" and "unity'.' have become something of a cliche. 
Umbrella organizations like federations and Jewish 
community centers have struggled with dueling d~
mands such as whether to close for Shabbat or remam 
open, to allocate overseas funds to the liberal streams 

protracted dispute in suburban Cleve
land pitting liberal Jews against Orthodox Jews seek
ing to build a synagogue, mikvah and school. How
ever, not all conflicts are Orthodox-secular. He also 
writes of: * Tensions that emerge in a traditional
Conservative congregation in Los Angeles when one 
of the members seeks to include the matriarchs in the 
liturgy; * A terrorist act in Jacksonville, Fla., inspired 

by sharply different visions of !he I~ra~li peace proc
ess' * The intra-Orthodox tensIOns Igmted when five 
fe~ently Orthodox students declared the Yale Univer
sity's dorms improper settings for observant Jews, 
even though hundreds of modem Orthodox Jews had 
happily lived in them for years. 

Even buzzwords like "unity" and "pluralism," have 
partisan undertones, writes Freedman. Unity - gener
ally used by more traditional Jews -asks all Jews to 
adhere to the same beliefs, while pluralism, writes 
Freedman, often implies that anything goes and the~e 
are no common rules at all. Freedman, a Columbia 
University journalism professor raised in an "intensely 
secular" household, brings somewhat of an outsider's 
perspective to the deba~e. This is his firstbo~k on a 
Jewish topic, and he IS reluctant to take Sides or 
prescribe solutions, preferring instead to "create a 
dissonance in the reader's brain," by showing the 
humanity of those with whom they might passionately 
disagree. 

Interested in Judaism as a child, Freedman chose 
against his parent's wishes to have a bar mitzvah, but 
his Jewish interest "ended abruptly'~ when the rabbi 
refused at the last minute to lead the service due to a 
dispute over whether the reception would be suffi
ciently kosher. "We had to find another rabbi and 
another synagogue, so everything I'd heard from my 
parents about how sectarian and petty Judaism was 
seemed to have been confirmed," said Freedman. He 
returned to religion years later, in an unlikely spot: as 
a reporter writing a book on an Afriean-American 
church in Brooklyn. There, people frequently asked 
him about Judaism and "the fact that I knew so little 
made me feel such a profound sense of shame." 
(Cont. on page 13. See "Jew vs. Jew".) 

Hebrew University 6th Annual Golf Tournament 
~

e. Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University, 
Winnipeg Chapter held their 6th Annual Golf 

. Tournament at the Glendale Golf and Country 
Club on Tuesday, August 22, 2000. Over 100 golfers 
came out to partake in a "Texas Scramble" tournament 
in support of the Winnipeg Golf Tournament 
Endowment in Sports Medicine at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

On the course, several contests were held throughout 
the day. One of the most popular was "Who could 
find the holes with the knishes, chicken wings, and 
mini hotdogs." KORTEX Computer had a chipping 
contest, and the winners of the golf computer game 
baskets were Harry Kaplan, Henry Katz, Harry 
Shapiro and Allan Shachter. Elaine Stoller had the 
longest drive (female) and won a beautiful watch 
from Doug Semler of the TD Bank in Garden City 
Shopping Centre and a basket from Society Hair. Dr. 
Phil Katz will be taking his lovely wife Fay-Lynn to 
Hy's Restaurant for their anniversary with the gift 
certificate he won for the putting contest designed by 
Wayne Nemy and Chaim Raber. And yes, it was 
possible to do the contest in II strokes. . 

Rob Swan will be driving around in a new 4 x 4 for 
a weekend for winning the Closet to the Pin sponsored 
by Leipsic Insurance, Chubb Insurance, National 
Car Rental and Joel Cogan of Nesbitt Bums. 

A new touch to the tournament was the Silent 
Auction of sports memorabilia and a raffle for a 23" 

. TV. Lanny Jacob won the TV. . 

. The first-place team, David Wolch, Roz Gould, 
Claire Newman, Bruce· Levy and Gerald Pilcher 
were the proud winners of Command Starters. They 
also had the honour of having a player come the 
furthest for the notorious Hebrew University Golf 
Tournament. Gerald Pilcher will be taking his 
Command Starter back to Papua New Guinea! 

The second-place team, Brian Sheldon, Brock 
Coutts, Mal Yurkowski, Marc Meyers and Sean 
Sodomsky won Panasonic CD Portable Players and 
the thirdplace· team, Harvey Cogan, Lou Cogan, 

1st place team, from left: David Wolch, Claire 
Newman, Roz Gould and Gerald Pilcher. Bruce 
Levy (missing). 

3rd place, fr~mleft: Lou Cogan, Richard Rothberg, 
Harvey Cogan, Richard Tapper and Allan Cogan. 

Allan Cogan, Richard Rothberg and Richard Tapper 
all left in beautiful jackets from Peerless Garments. 

The committee, Allan Shinfield, Ron Ganetsky, Jeff 
Lieberman, Wayne Nemy, Chaim Raber, Zivan Saper, 
David Singer and Elaine Stoller did a wonderful job in 
ensuring that the day was a big success. Thank you to 
Doris and Burton Bass, Haley Bercovich, Kayla 
Gordon-Maister, Faren, Marli and Harlan Gurvey for 
volunteering. 

Many thanks to our Corporate Sponsors, Berkshire 

Lanny Jacob, winner of the raffle for the televi
sion. 

Investment Group and Pitblado Buchwald Asper 
who helped to make this tournament possible. We 
also appreciate the support of Canada Safeway Ltd., 
KORTEX Computers, Assante Asset Management 
Ltd., Rice Financial Group· Inc. and Dorchester 
Developments Ltd. 

Good exercise, friendly competition, great 
fellowhsip, delicious food and awesome prizes - all 
for a very worthy cause. Don't miss next year's event 
on Tuesday, August 21, 2001. 
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Report: Oy vey, TV's Jews still poorly portrayed; negative. stereotypes continue 
By ERIC 
FINGERHUT 
The WashingtonJ ewish· 
Week 

W ASHINGTON 
- In recent 
years, Jewish 

characters have been all 
over the telev ision screen 
in dozens of shows, from 
Seinfeld and The Nanny 
to Will & Grace and The 
Practice. 
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But the raw numbers 
do not tell the full story. 
A new American Jewish 
Committee report argues 
that the portrayal of many 
of those Jewish charac
ters may not - as the age
old saying goes - be good 
for the Jews. 

Prime-time television 
often reinforces tradition
ally negative Jewish gen
der stereotypes, gives the 
irripression that every 
Jewish person is inter
married and generally ig
nores religious practice 

Jew vs. Jew 
(Cont. from page 12.) 

and the importance of re- . 
ligion in many people's 
lives. "Television's 
Changing Image of 
American Jews," co-pub
lished with the Lear 

-Center of the University 
of Southern California, 
grew out of a conference 
held last year. 

The event brought to
gether the leaders of the 
major television net
works and some of the 
top television producers 
working today - such as 
X-Files creator Chris 
Carter, Spin City creator 
Gary David Goldberg and . 
Ally McBeal and The 
Practice cn"ator David E. 
Kelley - to discuss the 
portrayal of Jews on 
prime-time television. 

The heart of the report 
is a detailed examination 
of the history of Jews on 
television by Joyce Ant
ler, a professor of Ameri
can studies at Brandeis 
University. The report 
deals primarily with 
shows that have aired in 
the past decade; many of 

Now, Freedman identifies as a Conservative Jew and· 
belongs with his wife and children to B 'nai Jeshurun, 
a large Manhattan synagogue known for its lively 
prayer services and extensive array of social action 
projects. Although he and his wife considered enroll
ing their children in a pluralistic Jewish day school, 
they ultimately opted for public school, mainly be
cause they wanted them to be exposed to children from 
other backgrounds. 

Freedman suggests tha.t in the future American Jews 
will be aligned into four main constituencies: Haredi or 
fervently Orthodox; what he calls "Conservadox" - a 
partnership of modem Orthodox and trad~tional Con
servative Jews who favor gender equality but find 
Jewish law binding; and "Reformative," liberal Jews 
who incorporate tradition but accept such things as gay 
marriage and patrilineal descent. As for the fo~rth 
group, what Freedman terms "just Jews," he sees little 
future. Ethnic/secular Judaism, he writes, has been 
buffeted by intermarriage, upward mobility and is 
becoming indistinguishable from broader American 
culture. 

However, he is not writing off Secular Humanistic 
Judaism, a relatively young Michigan-based mov~
ment founded by a for'!1er Reform rabbi, She~wm 
Wine. The movement has secular congregatIOns 
throughout the country that host discussion $rou~s, 
services that do not mention God and even tram chil
dren for secular bar and bat mitzvahs. "Those sorts of 
organizational entities are what's been missing from 
secular Judaism, so if it can perpetuate, that's all to the 
good," he said, but noted that "I can't help being struck 
by the fact that their leader is a r~bbi. It's sort of 
paradoxical." . . 

Chabad-Lubavitch, a fervently Orthodox Chasldlc 
stream with extensive interaction with other Jews, may 
also break from the general mold of Orthodox an~ other 
Jews having little to do with each other. "You get Ill, get 
loved so much and get a sense of community, then 
decide willingly to be haredi," observes Freedman. 
"They're onto something. You don't win by browbeat
ing." The fact that Jews are segmenting ~nd figh~in~ in 
no way eliminates concerns about JeWish contmuIt~, 
however writes Freedman. "It is tragic, yes, that Amen
can Jew; have battled so bitterly, so viciously over the 
very meaning of being Jewish," are the last words of his 
book. "It is more tragic, perhaps, that the only ones 
fighting are the only ones left who care." 

the shows are no longer 
shown on the networks, 
but appear regularly in 
reruns on local and cable 
stations. 

Antler states that tel
evision plays a "signifi
cant role in shaping con
sciousness, identity and 
h is tory." Therefore,· 
"when inauthentic, nega
tive images predominate, 
their impact is inevitably 
destructive, reinforcing 
the trend toward the de-

cay of Jewish family, re
ligious and community 
life" as well as possibly 
increasing anti-Semitic 
stereotypes. A prime ex
ample of an "inauthentic" 
image is television's 
ubiquitous portrayal of in
termarriage and 
interdating. Stephen 
Bayme, national director 
of the AJCommittee's 
Jewish communal affairs 
department, said that the 
"distorted lens" that TV 

presents on this subject is 
one of the issues that 
spurred . the 
AJ Committee's desire for 
this conference. 

While the rate of in
termarriage . in the 
American Jewish com
munity is considered, at 
the most, about 50 per
cent, said Bayme, the tel
evision intermarriage 
rate is almost 100 per
cent. "So pervasive has 
been intermarriage and 

interdating on television 
that it has been virtually 
impossible to find aJew
ish couple anywhere on 
the screen," writes Ant
ler, who points out that 
this trend is in sharp con
trast to the way other. 
ethnic groups are por
trayed. African-Ameri
cans and Hispanics, for 
instance, are generally 
paired romantically with 
members of their own 
group. 

The.Art of Living Well 
Begins at the Portsmouth 

Portsmouth Retirement Hesiclence, winnipeg's newestand 

most exquisite choice tix rerirement living is now open! 

Locatt~dinthe distinguished neighbourhood of Tuxedo, . 
_ the Porrsmouth·offers active adults carefree living in the 

kind of surroundings they can appreciate. At(>Uf residence 

you'll have all of the comfort and convenience you deserve, 

witha staff that is responsive to your everynted. From 

meals served in the elegant dining room to tbe pers(lnal 

tollch of weeklyhousekeeping; from 24 hou[on site staff 

to privatebusQutings,every servite is deJivcredin ~ 

professionalmannerwitl, you inmind. CaHthe new 

····PortsnlouthRetirernentResidence today.andfind out.what 
. \ve can do foryou.; ..... . 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

125 PORTSMOUTHBLVD.,WINN~~~q 
.... (204)284-SLi$2'i{j 
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