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Israeli news/ Noah Witman's Yiddish column 

News analysis 

Fragile post-Ca,mp David calm 
shattered on West Bank violence 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - The relative calm between 
Israelis and Palestinians on the West Bank that fol
lowed the collapse of the Camp David talks shattered 
last week. A flash point, again, was in Hebron, where 
400 Jews live in the heart of the Palestinian-controlled 
West Bank town. In a separate incident, Israeli soldiers 
killed a 73-year-old Palestinian near Ramallah on 
August 16 after the man opened fire at an Israel 
Defence Force unit in search of terror suspects. 
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Also, a Palestinian boy was killed August 20 in the 
southern West Bank when he stepped on unexploded 
ammunition - apparently a grenade - close t.o a former 
Israeli army firing range. An Israeli human rights 
group criticized the army for leaving behind live am- i 

munition after holding military exercises. Tensions in 
Hebron escalated on August 19. Ten people were 
slightly hurt in a clash between settlers and Palestin- , 
ians. Seven Palestinians and three settlers were ar
rested. 

The clashes broke out after a cardriven by a Palestin
ian hit aJewish boy at an intersection close to Hebron's 
Jewish Quarter, injuring him slightly. The Palestinian 
driver escaped. Although the army said the boy was not 
hit deliberately, dozens of settlers came down to the 
accident scene and began fistfights with Palestinians. 
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Deadly raid on West Bank shows limits of cooperation 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM 
(JT A) - It was one of 
those contradictions 
so typical oflsrael' s 
conflict with the Pal
estinians. Just as Is
raelis were mourning 
the death of three of 
their soldiers - appar
ently mistakenly shot 
by other Israeli sol- . 
diers while they were 
chasing a Hamas ter
rorist - Israeli secu-
rity sources made a 
point of praising the 
Palestinian Authority 

'Friendly fire' kills three IDF soldiers 
The scene at the August 28 funeral of St. Sgt. Ro'i Finsteiner
Even, 21, one of the three'sf>ldiers killed in the. August 26 
botched attempt to capture an important Hamas terrorist. 
Copyright: lsranet. 

that terrorists on the 
wanted list should be 
extradited after an 
. initial peFiod of de
tention. For the time 
being, the Israelis and 
the Palestinians have 
acommon goal: keep 
the area calm until ne
gotiations play out in 
the next few weeks. 

for its determined 
action against 
Hamas. Mahmoud 
Abu Hanoud man
aged to escape the 
siege on his home 
north of Nab Ius, then 
received medical 
treat men t at a N abl us 
hospital before he 
was turned in to Pal
estinian police. 

Some Israel i 

At the same time, 
Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser 
Arafat has no inter
est in antagonizing 
Hamas just before a 
possible break
through in the nego
tiations. Arafat. and 
Hamas have a love
hate relationship. 
Arafat would like to 
be rid of the Muslim 
fundamentalistoppo
sition led by Sheik 
Ahmed Yassin. 

Yet Arafat cannot 
afford confronting 
Hamas. He can use 
the implicit threat of 
fundamentalist ter
rorist attacks as a tool 
against Israel in ne
gotiations. Yassin, 
too, needs Arafat's 
consent for the con-

policy-makers, like 
cabinet minister 
Amnon . Lipkin
Shahak, said Israel 
should demand Abu 
Hanoud 's extradition 
unless the Palestinian 
Authority puts him on 
tria!' However, despite 
Israeli praise for the Pal
estinians' . performance 
against terrorists, Israel 
refrained from asking for 
his extradition. The Pal
estinian Authority is 
highly unlikely to tum him 
over. Reports say Abu 
Hanoud is to be tried by a 
special military tribunal 
in the next few days. One 
reason why the Israelis did 

Preliminary investigation of bullets extracted from the bodies 
of the three 10 F soldiers, killed in the August 26 failed attempt 

,to capture Hamas terrorist Mahmoud Abu Hanoud, show that in 
all probability the three died from inaccurate gunfire from their 
own colleagues. A fourth soldier was also seriously wounded in 
the exchange of fire. The dead soldiers, all members of the crack 
Duvdevan unit, were in all probability shot by 10F soldiers on 
the roof of another building. Over 100 10F soldiers surrounded 
the house near Nablus where Abu Hanoud was hiding, but 
despite the fact that he was wounded by 10F gunfire, he 
managed to escape to Palestinian controlled territory, where he 
gave himself up to Palestinian security authorities. Mahmoud 
Abu Hanoud masterminded two suicide bombings in Jerusalem 
in 1997 which killed 38 people. 

tinued political ac
tivities of Hamas in the 
territories, although he 
told The New York Times 
last week that Arafat' s in
telligence apparatus had 
voided 175 attacks 
against Israeli targets in 
recent years. 

not want to push the ex
tradition with the Pales
tinians is the sensitive 
stage of peace negotia
tions - another is that co
operation between the two 
sides' security services 
has never been better. 

Two weeks ago, both 
services uncovered a ter
rorist ring of 23 Islamic 
activists, reportedly 
linked to arch-terrorist 
Osama bin Laden. Last 

month, another operation 
resulted in the seizure of 
an alleged Hamas armory 
in Nablus, the largest 
stores of weapons and 
bomb-making equipment 
seized in years. But the 
Palestinians have theirred 
line. They will not tum 
their people over to the 
Israelis.They have rarely 

, done so in the past, de
spite a specific clause in 
the Oslo peace accords 

In the years 1994 to 
1996, Hamas was respon
sible for a number of ter
rorist attacks inside Is
rael that killed dozens of 
Israelis. 
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Few hold out hope that Clinton's trip to Egypt will produce a breakthrough 
By NAOMI SEGAL . 

JERUSALEM (JTA) ary force in the field, and dent came a few days af-
could have been caused ter an Israeli undercover -In,a sign of how deeply 

Palestinian man who had 
opened fire on them with 
a pistol, apparently mis
taking the troops for 
thieves. 

mired the Israeli-Pales- by improper positioning, unit operating in a village 
improperidentitication or north of Ramallah shot tin ian peace process is, 

cven news of a' planned. 
visit to the region last 
week by President 
Clinton did little to coun
terdimming prospects for 
progress. Cl inton was due 
to stop in Egypt on Au
gust 29 at the end of his 
~ 

trip to Africa. He was to 
meet with Egyptian 
leader Hosni Mubarak, 
who met the previous 
week with Israeli and Pal
cstinian officials to dis
cuss proposals to try to 
break the .deadlock be
tween the sides. The pro
posals addressed some of 
the key disputed issues, 
including sovereignty 
over Jerusalem. 

BILL CLINTON, US. president (at left) and Hosni 
Mubarak, Egyptian president. They were to meet in 
Egypt to discuss ways of breaking the Israeli-Pales
tinian deadlock over the peace process. 

Though Israel's acting 
forcign minister, Shlomo 
Ben Ami, described his 
conversation two weeks 
ago with Mubarak as 
"very, very interesting," 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak on August 25 re
jected one of the Egyp
tian leader's reported pro
posals to allow for Pales
tinian sovereignty over 
the Temple Mount.-Barak 
was quoted as saying in a 
meeting with the visiting 
Norwegian foreign min
isterthat "no Israeli prime 
minister" would ever ac
cept such an arrangement. 

In the meantime, the 
Israeli leader continued 
to blame the impasse in 
the process on Palestin
ian inflexibility. On Au
gust 27, Barak told the 
cabinet that the "ball is in 
Vasser Arafat's court." 
The leaders face a fast
approaching September 
I 3 deadline, when the Pal
estinians have said they 
will declare a state, with 
or without an agreement. 
Each side is aware of the 
possible negative conse-

quences such a move 
would elicit, and despite 
the tough rhetoric being 
heard, both sides are re
luctant to formalize fail
ure of the process. 

Following a globe-trot
ting trip that failed to 
drum up desired support 
for a unilateral declara
tion, Arafat signaled the 
Palestinian leadership 
may consider a "post
ponement" of such a dec
laration. Barak, mean
while, is at the forefront 
of· a diplomatic flurry. 
Regional Development 
Minister Shimon Peres 
traveled to India two 
weeks ago to raise sup
port for the peace proc
ess, while Ben Ami was 
in Alexandria for talks 
with the Egyptian leader
ship. 

At the same time, Barak 
faces Increasingly formi
dable domestic opposi" 
tion. As Barak struggles 
through a Knesset recess 
to rebuild a coalition with 
calls for a "secularrevolu
tion," a right-wing legis
lator said August 27 he 
had gathered the signa
tures of 62 Knesset memr 
ber who would back legis
lation to prevent the prime 
minister of aminority gov
ernment from signing any 
international treaties. 

Meanwhile, Isnleli and 

Barak tries to hang on to power 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

But apart from Barak and former Israeli Prime Min
ister Benjamin Netanyahu - who is weighing a pOliti.cal 
comeback if the state prosecution decides not to bnng 
charges against him in a bribery investigation - few 
Israeli politicians still support the two-vote system, 
one for prime minister and one for party, that brought 
Barak to power. 

Many opposed the law, which was introduced before 
the 1996 elections that brought Netanyahu to power, 
from the outset. They have been joined byan increas
ing number of Knesset members and academics who 
have been convinced by the practical experience of 
recent years that the system is flawed. 

Palestinian security 
forces have been continu
ing to cooperate in thwart
ing possible terrorist ac
tivity by militants from 
fundamental ist Musl im 
groups opposed to the 
peace process. In a seri
ous setback, three Israeli 
soldiers were killed and 
another moderately 
wounded during an op
eration in a village north 
of the West Bank town of 
Nablus on August 27 to 
capture a wanted Hamas 
fugitive. 

Both Barak and the Is
rael Defence Force chief 
of staff, Lt. Gen. Shaul 
Mofaz, indicated that the 
Israeli casualties could 
have been the result of 
"friendly fire." In the op
eration, which took place 
in an area under Israeli 
security control, the mili
tant, Mahmoud Abu 
Hanoud, was lightly 
wounded in the hand. He 
fled to the Palestinian 
autonomous area, where 
he was apprehended by 
Palestinian security 
forces. 

Barak said Israel may 
consider filing an extra
dition request for Abu 
Hanoud, who was respon
sible for two suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem 
three years ago. Barak 
said the operation saved 
the lives of dozens of Is
raelis who could have 
been endangered by ter
roristacti~ity. At the same 
time, he called the 
Duvduvan undercover 
unit one of the defence 
force's "most outstand
ing," and expressed deep 
regret over the mishap. 

The Israeli army chief 
said a thorough investi
gation would be under
taken. He told a news 
conference it was possi
ble that the casualties 
were linked to a second-

inaccurate fire. The inci- and killed a 73-year-old 

Israel rejects divided Jerusalem rule 
British Foreign Office Minister Peter Hain (R) and Acting Interior Minister 
Hairn Ramon in Jerusalem August 30. Copyriglll: lsrwret. 

British Foreign Office Minister Peter Hain visited Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority for a series of meetings with Israeli and Palestinian politicians. Hain, 
whose ministerial responsibilities include the Middle East and human rights, made 
his second visit to Israel. Britain has been working with the U.S. and its EU partners 
to encourage more positive movement in the peace process. On August 30 Hain met 
with Acting Interior Minister Haim Ramon, who also has special responsibility for 
Jerusalem affairs. The Jerusalem meeting came at the same time as Israeli acting 
Foreign Minister Shlomo Ben-Ami was in London for discussions with his British 
counterpart, Foreign Secretary Robin Cook. On August 30 Jerusalem Mayor Ehud 
Olmertsaid that he was totally against handing over rule to the Palestinians in the Old 
City, but he did say that he saw no objection to an agreement on religious control of 
relevant Islamic holy sites. Olmert called his suggestion "divine rule." 
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561 Wellinglon Cresccnl. 
CONGREGATION SHAAREV ZEDEK 

Daily morning service (Monday-Friday): 7:30 a.m. Daily evening service (Monday-Friday): 6:00 p.m. Sunday 
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Daily moming service (Monday 10 Friday). 7:30 a.m. 
Sundays and Slalutory holidays. morning service. 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, September 8. Mincha and Kabballas Shabbas. 7:45 p.m. 
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