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FederationjCJAWomen'sCampaign: Hit'S about empowerment." 

For Sharon Wolchock, the upcoming Norene 
Gilletz cooking demonstration is about more 
than healthy culinary delights for the high holi

days. 
For Wolchock, Chair of the Jewish Federation of 

Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Appeal Women's Cam
paign, it's also about people coming together as 
Jews, celebrating their heritage and demonstrating 
their pride. 

"The'Federation/CJA campaign is not just about 
raising money," said Wolchock, now in her secQnd 
year as Women's Campaign Chair. "It is also about 
helping to build a sense of community. When we can 
bring people together in a social, recreational or 
spiritual context, I think we enhance the quality of 
Jewish life in the city." 

Wolchock feels that programming is a vital func
tion of Women's Campaign. Events such as last 
March's Family Matters and the upcoming Gilletz 
demonstration - "Healthy Holiday Delights" - give 
the campaign a special "flavour" as well as unique 
visibility and presence. She is especially enthusiastic 
about a Women's Campaign Torah Study program 
that is currently being organized. 

"Above everything else, the campaign is about 
Jewish values and Jewish life," she said. "Our work 
as campaign volunteers should be informed by Jew
ish knowledge and tradition." 

Programming, she added, is a terrific opportunity 
to bring people together in ways that are meaningful 
to them as individuals. "Our programming Co-Chairs 
Paula Lewis and Evita Smordin are driven by the 
desire to give people the opportunity to achieve 
personal, Jewish enrichment," said Wolchock. 

INDIVIDUAL CHOICE 
Aside from programming, the Women's Cam

paign is also responsible for raising awareness and 
raising funds. In 1999, the Women's Campaign 
generated about $700,000 in revenue - just over 20 

Norene Gilletz to demonstrate holiday cooking 

Women's Campaign Chair Sharon Wolchock: "The 
mitzvah of giving tzedakah is one that you must. 
practice for yourself." 

per cent of total campaign contributions. 
"I'm a Women's Campaign supporter because I 

believe in the freedom of choice," said Wolchock. 
"When women give as individuals, they are making 
their own personal statement. Especially in Winnipeg 
where individual donors can decide how their gift is 
divided between local needs and international needs, 
the Women's Campaign truly makes a difference. 
Each individual should have the privilege of determin
ing how their campaign'gift is used. It's about empow
ennent." 

Women's Campaigns and Divisions are strong 
throughout North America, raising about $130 million 

an in-person demonstration featuring world-renowned cook book author 

/) Norene Gilletz" 
Winnipeg-born and raised Norene Gilletz will help you greet the High 

Holidays with some low-fat, great-tasting meal ideas. An ideal event 

for men and women who are keen about the kitchen. 

Sunday, September 24, 2000 

10:30 a.m. - 12 :30 p.m. 

Asper Jewish Community Campus 

(Multi-Purpose Room) 

123 Doncaster Street 

Adm ission - $10.00 
Limited space available - get your tickets 
in advance by phoning 477-7428 

annually. " 
"The mitzvah of giving tzedakah is one that you 

must practise for yourself - no one can perform a 
mitzvah for you," said Wolchock. "And as our com
munity seeks to achieve a $3,535,000 campaign this 
year, I urge all women to consider giving an indi
vidual gift." 

The local Women's Campaign.is governed by a 
Management Team consisting of W oichock, Imme
diate-Past Chair Sandra Secter, Vice-Chairs Mira 
Buchwald and .Beth Goldberg, along with Cheryl 
Bordy, Sherry Lercher Davis, Glenna Kay, Ivy 
Kopstein, Rita Margolis, Carrie Ransby and Hinda 
Ritter. The Women's Campaign Director is Elaine 
Goldstine. 

"It truly is a remarkable team," said Wolchock. 
"What I see this year is a deep sense of passion abOUt" 
the community, the campaign and the drive toward 
achieving a $4 million campaign by 2002. People are 
very serious about fulfilling the community's unmet 
needs." 
GILLETZ FOCUSES ON ROSH HASHANAH 

CUISINE 
"Healthy Holiday Delights," the Women's Cam

paign program featuring world-renowned cook book 
author Norene Gilletz is scheduled for Sunday, 
Septebmber 24, 10: 30 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose 
Room"at the Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 
Doncaster Street. 

Gilletz, who was born and raised in_ Winnipeg, will 
focus her session on healthy, low fat meal ideas for 
the High Holidays. Gilletz's books -including 
"MeaILeaniYumm!," "The Pleasures of Your Food 
Processor," "MicroWays" and "Second Helpings, 
Please" - will be sold at the event with partial pro
ceeds going to the FederationlCJA Campaign. 

Tickets should be purchased in advance by calling 
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg/Combined Jew
ish Appeal office. 

Presented by 

" The Women's Campaign of 

About MealLeaniYumml, Gilletz's most recent cook book: 

"MealleaniYumm! offers up more than 800 delicious, 

nutritious, low-fat, kosher recipes that will grace any table 

and please any palate." (from Midwest Book Review) 
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Ready to start Grade 1: Ben Fleisher arrives at Shore Elementary School 
August 30 with his parents ... and his school supplies! PhOlo by Janel Gould. 

Enrolment down .only 
slightly at Gray 4cademy 

BJE president credits 'restructuring' of Judaic studies 
curriculum, other factors for stemming two-year slide in 
student numbers 

By MATT BELLAN 
The Gray Academy of 

Jewish Education this 
month has nearly as 
many students as in 
September, 1999. 

That represents a dra
matic turnaround from 
the previous two school 
years. 

Donna Bernstein, 
president of the Board 
of Jewish Education 
(BJE), credits a greater 
Gray Academy respon
siveness to parents and a 
"restructuring" of its 
Judaic studies curricu
lum for this year's stu
dent numbers - 655 
from Junior 
Kindergarten through 
Grade 12, compared to 
662 the previous 
September - a one-per
cent drop. 
. The academy's three 
day schools opened, 
along with the Asper 
Jewish Community 
Campus, in September, 
1997, with 842 stu
dents. 

But in the last two 
school years, the acade
my suffered annual 
enrolment drops of 
about 10 per cent a year. 
"We're pleased that the 
enrolment has stabilized 
somewhat," Bernstein 
said last week. "What 

MIRIAM MALTZ, 
new JWC principal 
and acting director of 
education for Gray 
Academy: "I guess 
we're rounding a cor
ner," she said of the 
slowdown in the enrol
ment drop at the acad
emy. 

the board is trying and 
continuing to do is 
address concerns and 
issues that have arisen 
over the past few years, 
identified by a joint 
committee of the BJE 
and the federation." 

She was referring to a 
committee the BJE and 
the Jewish Federation of 
Winn ipeg/Combined 
Jewish Appeal set up in 
mid- I 999, when it was 
clear the academy woud 
suffer another sharp 
enrolment drop that 

September. 
Among other things, 

the committee met with 
parents and brought in 
Saundra Sterling-Epstein, 
an acclaimed American 
Judaic studies educator, 
to ht<lp make that cur
riculum more attractive. 
A significant number of 
students cited weak
nesses in the Judaic 
studies program as a 
reason for switching to 
other schools. 

The Pennsylvania 
-based Sterling-Epstein 
has visited the academy 
several times since then, 
meeting with teachers 
and drawing up plans 
for a streamlined cur
riculum that continues 
more logically, from 
grade to grade. I 

"It will be a flowing 
curriculum, so what you 
take in Grade I is built 
upon in Grade 2, and 'so 
on, so you have a really 
well-rounded Jewish 
education," Bernstein 
said. 

Sterling-Epstein will 
continue this year as a 
consultant for the acade
my, meeting with teach
ers chosen to represent 
the Judaic studies staff. 
(Cont. on page 3. See 
"Gray Academy enrol
ment holding steady".) 

Barak takes his case for 
peace to world body 

By MICHAEL 
JORDAN 

J. 

UNITED NATIONS 
(JTA) - Amid a last-ditch 
push to salvage his peace 
efforts between Israel and 
the Palestinians, Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak last week asked a 
unique gathering of 
world leaders here to play 
an active role in the 

, Middle East peace 
process. Speaking to 
more than 150 heads of 
state at the UN Millennial 
Summit on September 6, 
Barak said Israel is pre
pared to accept less than 
100 percent "of its 
dreams." 

EHUD BARAK, 
Israeli prime minister: 
He called on UN mem
bers to encourage 
reconcliation and 
oppose unilateral 
measures, referring to 
a Palestinian 
Authority threat to 

Israel has demonstrated 
a willingness to "make 
painful decisions for the declare statehood. 
sake of peace," he said, citing as examples the nego
tiations with Syria and the Palestinians and the com
plete withdrawal from southern Lebanon. Barak 
called on UN member states to encourage reconcili
ation and discourage or oppose any unilateral mea
sures - a reference to September 13, when 
Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat has 
threatened to declare statehood. His public com
ments came as he engaged in some private diploma
cy as well. 

Barak's speech 'appeard to have some effect; 'a 
Palestinian Authority spokesperson last weekend 
said Arafat would postpone declaring statehood until 
the end of November, to give "the peace process 
more of a chance. 

Barak's UN speech came after meetings with 
Cuban President Fidel Castro, Indonesian President 
Abdurrahman Wahid and South African President 
Thabo Mbeki, and preceded consultations with 
President Clinton and French President Jacques 
Chirac. Politically embattled at home, Barak's visit 
to the United States is being seen as his last attempt 
to achieve a peace deal following the collapse of the 
Camp David summit in July. 

The ,summit failed after the two sides could not 
agree on the future of Jerusalem. 

Clinton met September 6 separately with Barak 
and Arafat, apparently in an effort to see if there was 
enough movement to warrant future negotiations. 
Following Clinton's meeting with Barak, the Israeli 
side said it expected the U.S. president and other 
world leaders to press Arab states in the next 48 
hours to encourage Arafat to show greater flexibility 
on Jerusalem. 

In his six-minute speech to the assembled digni
taries, Barak singled out by name Arafat, who was 
seated in the audience behind a placard bearing the 
name "Palestine." 

"We are at the Rubicon, and neither of us can cross 
it alone," Barak said in his measured and staccato 
English. "History will judge what we do in the next 
days and weeks: Were we courageous and wise 
enough to guide our region across the deep river of 
mistrust, into a new land of reconciliation or did we 
shrink back at the water's edge, resigned to lie in 
wait for the rising tide of bloodshed and grief?" 

Barak, following the premier of Belize to the podi
um, had opened his speech by reciting, in Hebrew 
then in English, the famous biblical "beat their 
swords into ploughshares" quote from the prophet 
Micah. Barak went on to state both the centrality of 
Jerusalem in the history and faith of the Jewish peo
ple, and its spiritual and emotional connection to 
other peoples of the world. 

(Cont. on page 21. See "Barak asks world leaders 
to get involved in peace process".) 
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