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Sports news 
• 

Handful of Jewish athletes trying to make it in NFL 

A ny psychologist 
worth his note 

. pads will tell you 
that in sports, we loye to 
pull for the underdog. We 
adopt such a mindset 
since, in the game of! ife, 
most of us view ourselves 
as underlings who never 
seem to get our fair share 
of breaks in an increas
ingly competitive society. 

SPORTING TOUCH 

HARVEY ROSEN 

With the2000 National 
Football League season 
just nicely underway, 
there is a handful of Jew
ish athletes making a bid 
to perform under the "big 
top". All may not, of 
course, see themselves as 
underdogs. 

Quarterback Jay· 

JA Y FIEDLER: Dol
phins hired him as a 
quarterback, after a 
string of letdowns for· 
him .. 

Fiedler might, however, 
be excused if he were to . 
indulge himself to some 
degree in a inodicum of 
self pity. 

He's been an under
study for four years now, 
and saw limited action 
with Philadelphia, Min
nesota, and Jacksonville. 
That might have made 
Dartmouth· College star 
Fiedler wonder whether 

Jay Fiedler's stockfinally beginning to rise 
he would ever have the 
opportunity to become a 
legitimate pro foot baIler. 

Well, his stock began 
to rise late last season as a 
back-up signal caller with 
Jacksonville. He came off 
the bench in the second 
quarter of the Jaguars 62-
7 playoff massacre of the 
Miami Dolphins, and 
completed seven of II 
passes for 172 yards and 
two touchdowns. 

Interestingly, the Dol
ph ins were in the market 
for a new QB in 2000, 
since the legendary Dan 
Marino had just hung up 
his cleats; they recalled 
the impressive audition 
Fiedler had with them. 
The result? They inked 
the six-foot-two-inch, 
218-lb. 28 year old to a 
contract. 

Our 
outdueled 

underdog 
three other 

So it appears as if the 
undrafted Philadelphia 
free agent (1994) may 
become the first promi
nent Jewish QB since the. 
days of Columbia's Sid 
Luckman, who directed 
traffic for the Chicago 
Bears from 1939-1950. 
(Luckman, incidentally, 
passed away in 1998.) 

A vigilant eye might 
also help you detect a 
half-dozen or so of other 
Jewish football players 
who labor in less-glori
fied positions than 
quarterback. 

Todd Pollack, a sturdy 
6' 4", 24 I -lb. 25 year old 
is a tight end possibility 
with the Washington 
Redskins this season. The 
Bqston College grad was 
drafted in round six in 
1998 by the N.Y. Giants, 
but an injury saw him re
leased from training 
camp. Indianapolis gave 
him a shot, but that didn't 

. work out either. The pro
verbial underdog? 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

hopefuls in camp this 
summer to gain the start
er's role, and in Week I 
of the new season the en
gineering science grad di
rected the Dolphins to a 
23-0 win over the Seattle 
Seahawks . 

The largest offensive 
lineman in the Giants' 
camp this spring was 
Mike Rosenthal. The 6' 
7", 315-lb. Notre Dame 
grad is in his second sea
son in the NFL. The 23 
year old is a former high 
school and college (Notre 
Dame) All-American, 
who was, drafted in the 
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632-7007 

There were no TD 
passes; but Jay was 15 of 
24 for 134 yards, and led 
his team to a first-posses
sion major, from which 
the visitors never recov
ered. 

2000-2001 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

Wednesday, September 27 
League starts Saturday, October 14 

. Cost: Returning players $345.00 
(played in 1999-2000) 
Goalies $200.00 
All others $360.00 

Fees include tickets to Sports Dinner for Division Winners 

Most games weekend afternoons 
For more infonnation, Call Harvey 

489-3818 after 6 pm 

Makes cheques payable to: Maccabia Hockey League 
c/o 736 Borebank St. 

Winnipeg R3N, 1 G4 
Include your phone number, address, and position. 

Rookies odmiHed on 0 first-come, first-serve basis & ore required 
to ottend 0 scrimmage Saturday, Oct. 7 ot 10:45 AM 

fifth round by N.Y. His 
size, not his speed, earned 
him a spot on the line. 

Another giant of a man 
is defensive lineman Josh 
Taves of the Oakland 
Raiders, who tips the 
scales at 260, and also 
stands 6' 7". The 28 year 
old out of Northeastern 
was originally Josh 
Heinrich. He changed his 
monic~e to Taves, the 
name of his mom's sec
ond spouse. 

Alex Bernstein is try
ing out with the Atlantic 
Falcons' offensive line, 
and stands 6' 3", weigh
ing in at 325 Ibs. The 25-
year-old Amherst grad, 
whose dad is Jewish, has 
no NFL experience. 

Thirty-year-old kicker 
Josh MiIIer out of Ari
zona College is back 
again with the Pittsburgh 
Stee\ers for his fifth NFL 
campaign. 1'he6' 3", 21 9-
lb. Miller is a former Ca
nadian Football League 
hoofer who played with 
the now-defunct Balti
more Stallions. He was 
second best in the NFL 
last season, with a punt
ing average of 45.2 yds. 

Perhaps it's time forQB 
Gus Ornstein to switch 
sports. (He's a former 
N.Y. Yankees draft se
lection.) He was signed 
by Indianapolis on March 
1 st, and then released. 

August 18th saw him 
picked up by Miami, and 
then letgo five days later, 

Former Cornell star 
Chad Levitt, an Ivy 
League standout in col
lege as a running back, 
failed to stick with 
Oakland, which drafted 
him in 1997. He was then 
cut by St. Louis, and just 
recently, was waived by 
the Bears. The_6' I" 230-
lb. Levitt might get a 
phone call if NFL inju
ries pile up. At 24, the 
fourth round draftee is 
stilI a bargain for other 

. running backs. 
Also watch for tight end 

Scott Slutzker, last year 
with the New Orleans 
Saints who is a free agent 
and Lennie Friedman 
who was an offensive 
lineman with Denver last 
season. 

Come to think of it, 
perhaps everyone is an 
underdog in the violent 
world of21 st Century pro 
football. 

The writer, a Jewish 
Winnipegger, is aformer 
school teacher, and cov
ers football and hockey 
for Canadian Press and 
Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch with 
Sporting Touch. Send 
news about Jewish sports 
to Harvey Rosen, 360 
Scotia Street, Winnipeg, 
Man., R2V lW7. 

RecreationM en's Bowling League 
By SAUL LONDON, secretary 
Weekly high scores - September 6 
HIGH TRIPLE: Ray Forest 603 (223, 203); Gary 
Granzberg 562 (200, 194): Terry Robinson, 552 (200); 
Mickey Rosenberg, 552 (19 I); Philip Baker 550 (213); 
Hersh Doctoroff 546 (193, 192); Saul Greenberg 542; 
Sheldon Globerman 533 (203); Herb Singer 525 (193); 
Harvey Appel\e 524(192); Jack Buchalter 521; Darren 
Earn 520 (195); Lou Fingerote 5 I 9; Barry Braverman 
506 (209); Saul London 506 (203). 

HIGH SINGLE: Gary Kay 196; Ron Goldberg 193; 
Chuck Rubin 185; Earle Laveman 183; Avery 
Spigelman 181; Sheldon Earn 180. 

Jewish Women International 
Bowling League 

By LIBBY GREENFIELD 
Weekly high scores - week of September 6 
HIGH TRIPLE: Sadie Wolfson -501 (170, 181), Kay 
Sera - 495 (167, 180); Rennie Elfenbein - 493 (180, 
178); Eleanor Dashevsky - 492 (188); Carole Jeffries _ 
475 (171,171). 

HIGH SINGLE: Simma Kraitberg - 209; Chama 
Gilman -·172; Dina Frankel - 170; Janice Levine - 165; 
S imma Etkin - I 64; Annette Axelrod _ 164. 
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Super Week 2000 Gets Off to Outstanding Start 
More than 800 cards processed during first two shifts 

Super Week 2000 started with a bang, The annual 
launch of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg/ 
Combined Jewish Appeal campaign began on 

Sunday, September 10 with more than 100 volun
teers gathering for the cause. 

"We are really happy with the enthusiasm of the 
volunteers," said Super Week Co-Chair Sarah Morry. 
"We have a lot of veterans and some new phoners, too." 

That volunteer enthusiasm was behind the process
ing of832 cards on Sunday's two shifts and a pledge 
total of $9 1,19 I. While exact comparisons to 1999's 
campaign were not available at press time, a partial 
measure suggested that the average gift was up eight 
per cent from 1999 so far. 

"We're really pleased with the results," beamed 
Co-Chair Jeff Morry. "Contributors have been gen
ermiS, thoughtful... and home! People are really 
responding to the fact that we have agoal and that the 
achievement of that goal is related to the process of 
addressing unmet needs." 

Super Week continued past Sunday and ends Thurs
. day, September 14 with Campaign Kick-Off. Follow
up shifts for Super Week are scheduled for the eve
nings of Sep.tember 20,21,25,27 and October 11, 12 

. and 16. (Openings for volunteers are still available.) 
"The success of Super Week is vital," said Co

Chair Debbie Hoffman. "Super Week is a yardstick 
of the community's mood, and it gives us a strong 
indication of how the whole campaign will go. The 
indication from Sunday is very positive. People were 
willing to listen to their canvassers, they asked ques
tions and they were generous. This evidence of 
informed philanthropy is very encouraging. It's im
portant that people know and understand what their 
gifts to the Federation/CJA Campaign accomplish." 

The Super Week 2000 committee includes Elana 
Dil, Ellen Kroft, Lisa Kroft, Carol Duboff, Michelle 
Golfman, Adam Levene, Lori Shenkarow, Marla 
Singer, Cara Stoller, Michelle Tessler, Pam Wener 

Rita Margolis and a few other phoners made their 
calls in the FederationlCJA offices because of the 
high number of volunteers. 

and Terri Wexler. 

Sid Dashcfsky 
chats with a Fed
erationlCJA con
tributor. 

Numerous corporate and hospitality sponsors helped 
ensure that the phones were in place and that the 
volunteers' meals were taken care of. 

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg/Combined Jew
ish Appeal thanks the following corporate sponsors: 
Advance Electronics, Aronovitch Financial Planning 
Group, Bee Clean, Ben Moss Jewellers, Booke & Part
ners, Canadian Waste, Carey Corp., Chess Communica
tions, Dave's Quick Print, Eden Memorial, Edward 
Carriere Salon, Flair Travel, Fort Garry Hotel, Garry's 
Deli, GBR Architects, Kromar Printing, Lakeview 

::', . 

Phoners view a campaign video and pick up a few 
canvassing tips before they get down to work. 

Jewish Child & 
Family Service 
President Sandy 
Hyman keeps 
busy during her 
shift. 

Management, Leipsic Insurance, Manulife Financial, 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Protelec, Simon Imports, 
Stephen N. Rosenfield, CGA, styker BERTEC MEDI
CAL and Vickar Community Chev. Olds. 

FederationlCJA also thanks the following hospi
tality sponsors: Beth Israel Sisterhood, Camp Massad, 
Canada Safeway, City Bread, Desserts Plus, Gunn 's 
Bakery, Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, Inter
national Inn, The Lombard, Old Dutch Foods, Rosh 
Pina Sisterhood, Salad Bowl, Salisbury House of 

. Canada, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, Stewart's Fresh 
Fruit, Vegetables & Delicatessen and Superstore. 

Your Federation/CJA Gift at 
"My energy level is improving. I can start doing things now." 

Right now, Barry is focused on rebuilding a career and giving back to the community that's 
helped him. 

The Winnipeg photographer once owned three studios, a printing company, and a number of 
properties. 

"I took on too much," says the 56-year-old. "It led to health problems. Ultimately, I lost everything." 

It's been a rough ride, but Jewish Child and Family Service has played a critical role in helping 

Barry pick up the pieces. With the counselling and support or. a social worker from JCFS, Barry is 

in the process of re-Iaunching a photography business specializing in producing resume shots for 
actors and actresses. 

Along with the studio photography, Barry takes some photos - as a volunteer - for Jewish Child and 

Family Service and the Jewish Heritage Centre. He has also trained in the JCFS proctor program which 

qualifies him to work with fellow JCFS clients. 

"She's always there for me," says Barry, of his JCFS social worker. "It's made a difference. Now 
I'm givir)g back." 

Jewish Child and Family Service is funded in part through your gift to the Jewish Federation of 

Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Appeal annual campaign. Feeling proud? 

SUPER WEEK 2000 
SEPTEMBER 10-14 

Campaign 2000 goal - $3,535,000 • On our way to $4,000,000 by 2002 

Barry 

THE PRIDE OF '-'VI.VI 


