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u.s~ Jewish news 

Focus on issues 

Football prayer movement worries Jews in South 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - There is a grow
ing Christian movement 
involving prayer, football 
and schools - and it has 
U.S. Jewish groups wor
ried as the new academic 
year begins. Some com
munities, mainly in the 

. Southeast and Texas, are 
organizing, "spontane
ous" prayer before high 
school football gam'es, 
only a few months after 
the Supreme Court ruled 
that student-led prayer at 
school sporting events 
was unconstitutional. 
National and local Jew-

ish agencies are watch
ing the grass-roots effort 
closely and are worried. 

The court had ruled in 
June that students may 
pray, just as long as the 
school does not sponsor 
or facilitate the prayer. 
Providing a public ad
dress system or holding 
prayer rallies, for exam
ple, would be illegal. But 
if school officials are not 
involved, then partici
pants are legally free to 
say the Lord's 'Prayer, as 
has been the practice at 
games in a number of 
states so far. 

TALMUD TORAH -
BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

is pleased to anllOunce that 

DR. LARRY GORNISH 
of ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
will onGe again conduct 
High Holiday Services. 

al1525 MAIN STREET 

All Students Welcome 
EREV ROSH HASHANAH - SEPT. 29 

Mincha/Maariv - 6:45 p.m. 
ROSH HASHANAH - SEPT. 30/0CT.1 

Shacharit - 8:30 a.m. Mincha - 6:45 p.m. 
EREV YOM KIPPUR - OCT. 8 

KOL NIOREI - 6:15 p.m. 
YOM KIPPUR - OCT. 9 - 9:00 a.m. 

For more infomiation 
call 334-3521 

School officials can't 
even create a window for 
prayer to take place, said 
Marc Stem, co-director 
of the American Jewish 
Congress' legal depart
ment, but iffans alone are 
involved then the issue 
"may be beyond the reach 
of the law." Jeffrey 
Sinensky, director of do
mestic policy and legal 
counsel for the American 
Jewish Committee, said 
he is not sure whether the 
spontaneous prayers are 
legal, but they are a clear 
attempt to circumvent the 
message of the court. 

The AJCommittee has 
heard about the prayer 
movement from some of 
its chapters, but said it 
will wait and see how the 
issue plays out before it 
would considerchalleng
ing the practice. 

-m §~ 
1-

-
-

Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek 
561 Wellington Crescent 

JQlnRabbi Alan Green,R~bbl: .. , •... 
.. ' . . .. ' ,. -, , ' . 

. Louis Berkal. Rabbi David Cantor . 

. and CllatiariAlla~Blye, ~ith'th~ .• ' 
, '. :.- ,.,-, ,>/. ".' ,'" ." ~." ' ' " , ," ~ . 
Shaareyz~deKCholr directed by 

Sheila Roitenberg;for a beautiful' 

H!gh Hcily Day experience. They,. 

wi~lbe assisted by Chazzan •. 

Jonathan Buc,hwald. Shammes 

EinlWelssmann and Baal Teklah 
," '. ' 

Dt:'Erlc Ylckar. '.. . 

Service Times 

Sellbot Sept 23 
Service 9:00PM 

Rosh Hashanah Sept 30 & Oct 1 
Rrst sel'llce: 7:30AM 
Second Service: 1230 PM 

Kol Nldre Oct8 
Rmsemce: 6:00PM 
Second servtce: 9:00PM 

Yom Kippur Octs 
Rm servtce: 7:30 AM 
Second sel'llce: 1:00PM 

Nella Oct9 
Service 6:00PM 

Children and youth services are available, please 
contact Robert at extension 222 in our Program 

, Department for more information and registration. 
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. U.S. report on religiousfreedom 
offers criticism, praise for Israel 
By SHARON SAMBER 

W ASIDNGTON (JTA) - A new State Department 
report accuses Israel of discriminatory practices against 
non-Jewish groups. The second annual report on inter
national religious freedom, released September 5, lists 
Israel among countries whose governments "imple
mented laws or regulations that favor certain religions 
and place others at a disadvantage." 

At the same time, the report - mandated by the 
International Religious Freedom Act passed by Con
gress in 1998 - praises the Jewish state for improve
ments with respect to religious freedom .. 

Most non-Jewish citizens in Israel are Arabs, and 
they are subject to various forms of discrimination, the 
report charges. . 

The Israeli govern merit does not provide Israeli 
Arabs, who make up 20 percent of the population, with 
the same quality of education, housing, employment 
opportunities and social services as Jews. Government 
spending and financial support are proportionally lower 
in predominantly non-Jewish areas than in Jewish 
areas. But, the report notes, "it is not clear that whatever 
discrepancies exist in the treatment of various commu
nities in Israeli society are based on religion per se." 

Relations between different religious groups often 
are strained, both between Jews and non-Jews, as well 
as among the different branches of Judaism, the report 
says. The report says that evangelical Christians, 
Jehovah's Witnesses and Reform and ConservaJive 
Jews suffered some incidents of harassment, threats 
and vandalism against their facilities, reportedly by 
fervently Orthodox Jewish groups. Members of these 
groups have complained in the past that the police have 
been slow to investigate such incidents. 

Other "instances of ultra-Orthodox Jewish groups 
verbally or physically harassing Jewish citizens for 
'immodest dress' or other violations of their interpre
tation of religious law are not uncommon," the report 
said. The number of incidents increased from July 
1999 through June 2000, the period covered by the 
report. 

But the report did not say by how much. At the same 
time, the U.S. report says that there were improve

, ments in religious free90m in Israel. It cites the March 
2000 visit of the pope for contributing to increased 
religious tolerance in Israel. 

ABRAHAM 
FOXMAN, Anti-Defa
mation League direc
tor: Hitting hatemon
gers in the pocketbook. 

Civil rights 
group tries to 

sue Aryan 
Nations into 
bankruptcy 

By JULIE WIENER 
NEW YORK (JTA)

Using a strategy devel
oped together with the 
Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights or
ganization is attempting 
to bankrupt the Idaho
based hate, group called 
the Aryan Nations. In a 
civil case heard August 
28 in Kootenai County, 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center is arguing that the 

, white supremacist group 
should be held responsi
ble for a 1998 incident in 
which a teen-ager and his 
mother were chased down 
and beaten outside the 
Aryan Nations' 20-acre 
compound. 

Two men were sen
tenced to prison in the 
attack. If the Southern 
Poverty Law Center has 
its way, the hate group 
would be bankrupted and 
would have to cede con
trol of its compound. Ac
cording to the ADL, 
Aryan Nations was 
founded in the mid-1970s 
and has a following of 
several hundred people, 
including Buford Furrow 
Jr., who opened fire on a 
Jewish community center 
in Los Angeles last sum
mer. 

The tactic of suing hate 
groups for civil damages 
debuted in 1990, when 
the ADL and Southern 
Poverty Law Center suc
cessfully sued hatemon
gerTom Metzger, of Cali
fornia, for inciting the 
1988 murderofMulugeta 
Seraw, an Ethiopian im
migrant. An Oregon jury 
rendered a $12.5 million 
U.S. judgment against 
Metzger. That case "es
tablished the principle 
that one way to deal with' 
hatemongers is to deal 
with them civilly and in 
the pocketbook, making 
them responsible for their 
words," said Abraham 
Foxman, the ADL's na-
tional director. ' 
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u.s~ JewisH ~news 

Jewish groups try to keep agenda 
outfrontin election-year Congress 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Now that summer is over 
let the positioning and politicking begin. As member~ 
of Congress set out to complete its work for the year in 
a tight sch~dule ~f seve~al weeks before they go out on 
the campaIgn trail, JeWIsh groups will try to keep their 
issues at the center of the,agenda. 

While some issues have been mostly settled for the 
moment, such as foreign aid to Israel, other issues such 
as .h~te crimes and social service funding, ar~ ~till 
w~ltmg to be res<?lv~d. ~he anticipated intense period 
mIght not materialize smce the priority will be on 
spending bills and not on particular pieces of legisla
tion. That spells out something along the lines of"wait 
until next year"Jor issues like gun control. But the call 
for a national hate crimes law, which has become an 
issue in the presidential campaign, probably has its best 
chance right now. 

The proposed law has the support of the administra
tion and this year being an election year could work out 
well for supporters of the bill. Lawmakers want to have 
something to show the voters, said Mark Pelavin, 
associate director of the Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism. "This is the kind of issue that could 
break through," Pelav in said. The Hate Crimes Preven
tion Act would expand the federal hate crimes statute 
to protect anyone who is the victim of serious violent 
crimes based on gender, disability or sexual orienta
tion. The current law protects victims of crimes based 
on race, color, religion and ethnicity. 

The Senate already passed a version of the bill June. 
20, but it must ~ow pass the House of Representatives, 
where support IS not as strong. It is possible that the 
current Senate hate crimes amendment to the defence 

, authorization pill, which is now being worked on by the 
House and Senate, could become law if the whole bill 
is passed. But that scenario is unlikely - and the 
challenge for Jewish groups will b.e to get the support 
of the House leadership and pass the legislation as a 
free-standing bill or as part of an oinnibus spending 
bill. 

"We have to show that this is a must-pass piece of 
legislation," said Michael Lieberman; counsel for the 
Anti-Defamation League. Some Jewish groups have 
been working over the recess with the grass-roots 
movement that sponsored the Web site 
unitedagainsthate.org, as weI I as lobbying members on 
Capitol Hill. Many organizations signed a letter to 
lawmakers who have not yet supported the bill. 

SHARON HOME CHOIR 
TO PERFORM AT HIGH 

HOLIDAY SERVICES 
We are delighted to announce 
som~thing new for our High Holiday 
Services. 

An ensemble, under the direction of 
well-known mHsical director Rashi 
Rudelier, will be performing clt our Rosh 

'Hashanah and Yom Kippur Services. 

The group consists of Marshall Dana 
(Bass), Selma Gilfix (Alto), Perry 
Rubinfeld (Tenor) and Evelyn Walker 
(Sof?rano), with the exceptional artistry 
of Richard Yaffe (Cantor) for Kol Nidre. 

"I am privileged to be working with 
such a talented, knowledgable and 
experienced group of singers, who I 
know will enhance the services in 
concert with Steven Hyman," says Rashi. 

For information regarding High Holiday 
Seats please contact Naida Rubin -
586-9781 .. 

Wednesday. September 13. 2000. THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 1 7 

(HEVIA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE 
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Ukrainian immigrant ready 
to swim to gold for the U.S. 

Traditional Orthodox Services 
Conducted Since 1908 

By PETER EPHROSS 
NEW YORK (JTA)

Millions of immigrants 
have flocked to the United 
States looking for streets 
paved with gold. Lenny 
Krayzelburg, who came 
to the United States from 
Odessa, Ukraine, in 1988 
is searching for gold as 
well - but in a pool at 
Sydney's Olympic 
Games. Several Jewish 
athletes from the former 
Soviet Union are com
peting for Israel in this 
ye'ar's Games, which be
gin September I S, but the 
one competing for the 
United States, 
Krayzelburg - appears to 
be the one most likely to 
win. 

As an immigrant, 
Krayzelburg, who now 
lives in Southern Califor
nia, says he faces pres
sure beyond the oppo
nents he faces in his com
petitions. "Your parents 
make a lifetime change. 
They had a pretty stable 
life back in Russia. We 
were financially well off. 
Here they make their life 
change for the betterment 
of their kid," 
Krayzel burg, 24, told 
JT A shortly before leav
ing for Sydney on Sep
tember 3., 

"You as a child want to 
become successful so that 
that was the right deci
sion, that it was right for 
them to leave. It's defi
nitely an extra incentive," 
said Krayzelburg, who 
will compete in the 100-
and 200-meter back
stroke. 

Working out his prob
lems in the pool is some
thing he was conditioned 
to do in the Soviet Union, 
where he was identified 
as a possible world-class 
athlete before he was 10. 
This identification enti
tled him to attend a school 
with 44 other swimmers 
who went to classes and 
swam together for 12 
hours a day. "A lot of 
who I am today is what I 
learned back in Russia -
the work ethic, the com
mitment. I attribute a lot 
of my success to what I 
learned" in the former 
Soviet Union. 

Even though he is 
swimming for the United 
States, Krayzelburg, de
scribed by The New York 
Times as "movie-star 
handsome," knows a lot 
of his friends and family 
in Odessa wiIlbe follow
ing his races with special 
interest. By Soviet stand
ards, Krayzelburg' s fam
ily was well off. His army
sponsored school gave 

him vouchers for free 
meals, and the family 
lived in a three-bedroom 
apartment. 

And after Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev loos
ened economic restric
tions, Krayzelburg's fa
ther, Oleg, opened a 
small, private business. 
But the possibility that 
Krayzelburg might have 
tb serve in the army when 
he turned 18 - the Soviet 
Union was then engaged 
in a war against' Afghani
stan - and anti-Semitism 
in that part of the world 
motivated his parents to 
emigrate. 

"We saw the discrimi
nation around us. If a 
Russian kid wants to go 
to university, they cut the 
number of Jewish kids 
getting higher education. 
When you fill out the ap
plication for a job, and 
they-ask for your nation
ality and they find out 
you are Jewish, they try 
not to hire you," as his 
mother, Y elena, recently 
described Soviet-era 
state-sponsored discrimi
nation to the Times. 

Albert Benarroch 
Sa'al Shachrit 

Cantor Gerry Dalen 
Sa'al Musaf 

Reserve 
High Holiday Seats 

Now 

Tickets Available at The 
Synagogue 

Monday to 
Thursday 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 

9:00-11 :00 a.m. 
Phone: 

338-8503 

Joint Selichot services with the 
Chavurat Tefila Synagogue, 

Saturday, Sept. 23 

Refreshments - 1 1 :00 PM 
Services - 12:05 AM 

Temple Shalom 
High Holy days 5761 

Rabbi Michael Levenson 
Cantorial Soloist Len Udow 

~atbi Muidhael Leven~on. the, spirituallca!'ier of Templ~ ~halom. will be joined on the bimah 
,y en o~, Cantonal SolOISt. The musIc IS b<?th tradltlon.al and contemporary. with 
mhstrull me,ntatlon, As a speaker and teacher, RabbI Levenson IS compelling dynamic and c a engmg. ' I 

High H<?ly Day Services a,t Te!llple Shalo~, Winnipeg's only liberal, progressive congregation 
are a umque expenence - Inspmng. and stimulating. passionate and spintual. • 

High Holiday Services 

Rosh Hashanah 

Friday 

Saturday 

Yom 
Sunday 

Monday 

Monday 

September 29, 2000 8:00 p.m. 

September 30, 2000 

r 

October 8, 2000 

October 9,2000 

10:30 a.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

October 9,2000 4:30 p.m. 
followed at 5:30 by Yizkor and Neilah 

Day Care available for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings only 

Reserve early as seating is limited. Memberships available. 

For Information on Tickets and Membership call 
453 -1625 


