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Israeli news/ Noah Witman!s Yiddish column 
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A protester waves a black Israeli flag at a rally for 
former Sephardi Shas Party leader Aryeh Deri, 
shortly before Deri entered a prison near TeI Aviv 
on September 3. Sephardi Jews believe Deri, who 
began serving his three-year jail sentence for brib
ery, is being scapegoated because of his Sephardi 
background. Credit: Brian HendlerUTA, 
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ForDler Shas leader goes to prison 
with religious-secular tension high 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- The man who galva
nized Israel's working
class Sephardi commu
nity into a political force 
is serving a three-year jail 
sentence for taking 
bribes. Former Shas Party 
leader Aryeh Deri was 
surrounded by tens of 
thousands of supporters 
when he reported to a 
prison detention center 
September 3. 

At a solidarity rally or
ganized at the entrance to 
the Nitzan detention fa
cility in central Israel, 
Deri told an estimated 
crowdofl 5,000 to 20,000 
supporters that he accepts 
the jail sentence with 
love. "I tell you I will 
soon enter these walls 
with a happy heart be
cause I accept with hap

Aryeh'Deri, former leader of the Sephardi Shas Party, center, with Rabbi Uri 
Zohar, left, and David Yosef, son of Shas spiritual leader Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, 
right, listens as a shofar is blown shortly before entering a prison near Tel Aviv 
on September 3. Sephardi Jews believe Deri, who began serving his three-year 
jail sentence for bribery, is being scapegoated because of his Sephardi back
ground. Credit: Brian HendlerUTA. 

piness the will of the Holy One, blessed be he," Deri 
told the crowd. Deri was ordered by Israel's Supreme 
Court two weeks ago to begin serving a three-year jail 
sentence for accepting $60,000 U.S. in bribes. 

The court had rejected his appeal of the conviction 
and a request to begin serving after the High Holidays, 
which begin at the end of September. Deri has insisted 
he's innocent, claiming his conviction was ethnically 
motivated. In remarks on Shas radio stations the previ
ous night, Deri reiterated his charge that he is the victim 
of persecution by the Ashkenazi, left-wing establish
ment. "The ruling group had one sacred objective - to 
put Arye Deri in jail," Deri said. He also claimed that 
"80 percent of the judges" and prosecutors are support
ers of the left-wing Meretz Party. This message was 
carried by Shas supporters at the solidarity rally, who, 
waved signs reading "Free Deri" and "The Revolution 

'Will Not Be Stopped." 
In the skies above them, a counterdemonstration 

took place in the form of a motorized paraglider that 
flew over the rally, the words "Number One Thief' 
written on the sail. Police were on alert for possible 
violence by Shas supporters. With the exception of 
some incidents of rock-throwing at police and journal
ists, the activists apparently heeded an appeal from 
leaders of the fervently Orthodox party to act with 
restraint. Deri's incarceration was a focal point for 

'social tensions that have simmered throughout the 
summer. Reflecting the ongoing religious-secular rift 

in Israeli society, the conflict recently heated up over 
remarks made by Shas leaders about the Holocaust and 
attacks on the legal system. , 

This in tum sparked a secular outcry, including a call 
by some intellectualsJor creation of a Shas-free, secu
lar "New Israel." In Jerusalem on September 3, mem
bers of kibbutz youth movements held a pro-democ
racy vigil outside the Supreme Court building. The 
tensions also take place against the backdrop ofIsraeli 
coalition politics and the faltering peace process. Shas 
pulled out of the government in July in protest over the 
Camp David summit, as well as what it termed as Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak's "humiliating" treatment of the 
party. , 

Critics of Shascounter that Barak had heeded most 
ofthe party's demands. They also note that as the third
largest faction in the Knesset with 17 members, Shas 
cannot try to present itself as a downtrodden political 
entity. Some commentators have suggested that when 
two other right-wing parties pulled out of the govern
ment, Shas preferred not to risk the political uncer
tainty of remaining aligned with Barak and peace 
concessions that would be hard to sell to hawkish party 
supporters., 

In the latest move connected with this issue, the 
Israeli Cabinet on September 3 approved the disman
tling of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and the 
distribution of its power to various government minis
tries,and local authorities. 
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Israeli news 

Barak: Deadline weeks away 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 

Barak told UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan that Is
raeli-Palestinian peace talks must be concluded within a 
matter of weeks. Barak's meeting with Annan in New 
York on September 4 launched a series of talks the 
premi~rwill.hold with ~orld I~aders during the three-day 
UN MIllennium SummIt, whIch begins September 6. 

On the. sidelines of UN meeting, 
Israel, Palestinians, U.S. try again 
By MITCHELL 

Group: Palestinians arrest dissenters 
LONDON (JTA) - The Palestinian Authority rou

tinely aI!ests th?s~ whooppose its policies, Amnesty 
InternatIOnal satd In a report September 5. Describing 
what it called an "established pattern," the London
based human rights group said the self-rule govern
ment has "detained dozens of human rights defenders" 
and others "solely for exercising their I~gitimate riahts 
to freedom of expression." b 

Flights to Israel may be grounded 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Workers at the company 

that distributes oil products throughout Israel began a 
strike September 5 that could ground airl ines and close 
power plants. Protesting government plans to split the 
state-owned Infrastructure and Energy Company into 
two firms, the workers blocked fuel supplies to Ben
Gurion Airport and the Israel Electric Corp. 

Minister meets Moroccan king 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel's acting foreign min

ister discussed the Middle East peace process with 
Morocco's King Mohammed VI during a meeting at 
the monarch's palace in Agadir. Shlomo Ben-Ami told 
the king that the moment of truth has arrived for 
Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat and that 
decisions by statesmen are required, not the continua
tion of an endless process. 

Lebanese downplays possible return 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Former Lebanese Prime 

Minister Rafik'Hariri downplayed the possibility that 
he would return to power. "I have to insist that talk 
about my return to the premiership is premature," said 
Hariri, who held the posffrom 1992 until 1998, Hariri 
moved a step closer to returning to office when election 
results indicated he has the support of at least one-third 
of the 128 legislators who won seats in two recent 
rounds of voting . 

Reports: Saddam has cancer 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 

is suffering from endocrine cancer and his son Qusay 
has assumed many of his duties, according to news 
reports. Saddam appoirited Qusay, who is reportedly in 
charge of the government's security apparatus, to head 
a leadership committee in the event Saddam dies or is 
unable to rule. Saddam's health has deteriorated in 
recent days, according to the reports. 

Cabinet dismantles ministry 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Israeli Cabinet ap

proved the dismantling of the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and the distribution of its power to various 
government ministries and'local authorities. Acting 
Religious Affairs Minister Yossi Beilin, who has pro
posed the idea, said it was intended to separate politics 
from religious services. 

Barak: No concern on Iraq 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - There is no reason to be 

concerned that Iraq might attack Israel during the 
coming months, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak 
said, but the government is monitoring {he 'situation. 
Barak's comments two weeks ago came in response to 
a report that the U.S. military put a Patriot antimissile 
battery on alert because Iraq may threaten Israel during 
the U.S; presidential campaign. 

Vote on new elections scheduled 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - A bill to dissolve the Israeli 

Knesset and schedule new elections is to be heard at the 
end of October, during the opening of its winter ses
sion, the sponsor of the legislation said. 

Survivor named envoy to Poland 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The Israeli government ap

proved the appointment of former Knesset speaker 
Shevach Weiss to be the country's ambassador to 
Poland. Weiss, a Holoc·aust survivor born in Poland, 
cUl!ently serves as international chairman of the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust Memorial. 

DANOW 
NEW YORK (JTA)

Few Middle East watch
ers were expecting that 
President Clinton would 
be able to achieve last 
week what he failed to ac
complish at July's Camp 
David summit. The future 
of Jerusalem remains as 
difficult an issue for Israel 
and the Palestinian Au
thority to resolve, nor has 
the. rhetoric emanating 
from each side been a 
source of optimism. Offi
cials from both sides were 
saying they expected the 
other to show the flexibil
ity needed to reach a final 
peace deal. But those same 
officials gave no indica
tion that they themselves 
were ready to take such a 
step. 

Two days befor'e 
Clinton w,as to hold sepa
rate meetings with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders 
September 6 at the UN 

. Millennium Summit in 
New York, Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak 
spoke of the need to come 
up with an agreement 
soon. Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks must be con
c1uded'within a matter of 
weeks, he told UN Secre
tary-General Kofi Annan 
on September 4. "It does 
not have to be a matter of 
days, but it cannot be a 
matter of months," said 
Barak, who is 011(; of more 
than 150 world leaders 
visiting New York last 
week for the summit. 

A deadline for a final 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
treaty comes this week, 
when the Palestinians 
have threatened to declare 
an independent Palestin
ian state. Palestinian of
ficials, however, have in
dicated that the declara
tion will be postponed. 
But more significant for 
Barak than the Septem
ber 13 date is the end of 
October, when the 
Knesset reconvenes from 
its summerrecess. At that 
time, the viability of his 
already weakened coali
tion will be put to the test. 

While in New York, 
Barak was expected to 
meet with numerous 
world leaders, including 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, French Presi
dent Jacques Chirac and 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Officials 

BILL CLINTON, U.S. 
president: He was to 
hold separate meetings 
with Israeli and Pales
tinian leaders. 

EHUD BARAK, Israeli prime minister (at left) met 
with numerous world leaders, including Kofi Annan, 
UN secretary-general (at right). 

in Barak's delegation 
were pessimistic that 
Clinton would be able to 
reach a breakthrough dur
ing his meetings with 
Barak and Palestinian 
Authority President 
Yasser Arafat. One sen
ior official traveling with 
Barak was quoted by the 
Reuters news agency as 
saying that Israel had 
launched a secret diplo
matic effort to overcome 
the Jerusalem obstacle. 

a formula that we can 
build on and negotiations 
resume, or we reach a 
deadlock," said N abil 
Abu Irdeineh. If such a 
formula is found, he 
added, there could be a 
three-way meeting in
volving Clinton, Barak 
and Arafat. Since the fail
ure of the Camp David 
summit, both sides have 
accused the other of in
transigence and sought 
international backing for 
their positions. 

drawal from Lebanon in 
May. Ac«ording to a UN 
statement, he also 
thanked Annan for help
ing Israel get member
ship in a regional group
ing - the Western Euro
pean and Others Group -
a move that could ulti
mately give Israel more 
of a role in UN activities. 
When it comes to pros
pects for the Israeli-Pal-
estinian peace process, 
Barak is cautiQus. As he 
was entering the UN on 
September 4, he was 
asked about the prospects 
for a peace accord. "I do 
hope, and I pray," he re
plied. "Butl don 'tknow." 

Meanwhile, an adviser 
to Arafat said that last 
week's talks will prove 
decisive. "Either we reach 

During his meeting 
with Annan on Septem
ber 4, Barak thanked the 
secretary-general for his 
support of Israel's with-

Barak asks world leaders to 
get involved in peace process 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

"Jerusalem, the eternal capital of Is
rael, now calls for a peace of honor, of 
courage, and of brotherhood," said the 
Israeli premier. "We recognize that Je
rusalem is also sacred to Muslims and 
Christians the world over, and cherished 
by our Palestinian neighbors. A true 
peace will reflect all these bonds. Jeru
salem will remain united and open to all 
who love her." 

Throughout Barak's speech, Arafat 
looked on impassively. In his speech a 
short while later, the Palestinian Au
thority presidentsaid: "We remain com
mitted to our national rights over East 
Jerusalem, capital of our state and shel
ter of our sacred sites, as well as our 
rights on the Christian and Islamic holy 
sites." 

Arafat countered that his people, too, 
had made concessions, agreeing to es
tablish a state "on less than a quarter of 
the historical territory of Palestine." He 
added: "We have made a strategic deci
sion committing ourselves to the peace 
process, offering significant and painful 
concessions in order to arrive at a rea
sonable compromise acceptable to both 
sides. " 

Meanwhile, the historic gathering of 
world leaders provided a golden oppor
tunity for activists to promote their cause 
celebres outside. Among the Jewish pro
testers were members of Americans for 

a Safe Israel and followers of the late, 
militantly anti-Arab leader Meir Kahane. 
During the afternoon, theirranks swelled 
from half a dozen just before Barak 
addressed the United Nations, to several 
dozen after. But they were assigned, 
ironically, a spot adjacent to the Com
munist Party of Iran. 

So, to be heard over the Iranian com
munists, the Kahanists were forced to 
scream their "Barak is a Traitor!" and 
"Palestine Never!" slogans. A few sec
tions down, Bob Kunst had no need to 
yell. The president of Shalom Interna
tional of Miami was there solo, sand
wiched between the Free Tibet move
ment and a group of angry Korean doc
tors. But Kunst was busy giving inter
view after interview to the American 
and foreign media drawn to his signs, 
which read "No More Nazism" and 
"Remember the Holocaust." 

His target was Poland and its govern
ment's consent for a disco and shopping 
center near Auschwitz. "I have to schlep 
all the way from Miami Beach because 
nobody's got the cojones to speak out on 
this," said Kunst, who noted one excep
tion, AMCHA - The Coalition for Jew
ish Concerns, which had recently dem
onstrated outside the Polish consulate in 
New York. "Where is Israel on this one, 
where are the American Jewish lead
ers?" he said "Why are they allowing 
dancing on Jewish graves?" 
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