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Sports 11ews 

Sydney gives Jewish Olympians red-carp.et treatment for Games 
By SHIRA SEBBAN 
Australian Jewish News 

SYDNEY (JTA)-A 
Jewish Olympics Web 
site. Jewish drop-in 
-centers. A permanent me
morial to the Israelis slain 
during the 1972 Olympics 
in Munich. 

These are just a few of 
the things Sydney's Jew
ish community is making 
available for the thou
sands of Jewish visitors 
who are descending on 
the city for the 27th Ol
ympic Games, which be
gin September 15. 

Establ ished by the Syd
ney Olympics Jewish 
Organizing Committee, 
the Web site can be found 
at www.join.org.au/ 
sojoc. SOJOC has also 
produced an introductory 
brochure on the Sydney 
Jewish community, 
Guide to Jewish Sydney, 
which will be available at 
hotels, travel agencies 
and the drop-in centers 
during the Games, which 
run through October I. 

"SOJOC was founded 
to coordinate hospitality 
for Jewish visitors," 
SOJOC publicist Naomi 
Jones said. "We've had 

ity. Two 
Jewish com-
munity 
drop-in hos
pitality 
centers are 
also bcing 
established 
to welcome 
overseas and 
interstate 
guests. 

Assisted 
by volun
teers, the 

Israeli Olympic team gathers at home of Israeli President ' 
Moshe Katsav last month: Sydney's Jewi~h community is mak
ing a wide variety of services available for Jewish visitors to the 
Olympics. Isranet photo. 

B 'nai B'rith 
Center and Hakoah Club 
- a Jewish social, cul
tural and sporting club 
located in the heart of 
Jewish Sydney and 200 
yards from the site of the 
beach volleyball events -
will feature information 
booths, free Internet ac
cess, giant television 
screens to watch the 01-

inquiries from people 
coming from Israel, the 
United States, Europe, 
Bolivia, Canada and 
Ukraine, looking for all 
kinds of information, in 
particular where to go for 
Rosh Hashanah." 

A number of finals 
events, as well as theclos
ing ceremony, will clash 
with Rosh Hashanah. It is 
still uncertain whether 
Israel's athletes will be 
permitted by their gov
ernment to participate on 
those days. While reli
gious services will beheld 
in synagogues all over 
Sydney during the 
Games, Jewish athletes 
and others residing in the 

Olympic Village will 
have their own rabbi and 
chaplain, as well as a re
ligious center. 

Assisted by several 
leaders of the Bnei Akiva 
youth movement, Rabbi 
Mendel Kastel will con
duct Shabbat and Rosh 
Hashanah services, and 
will also be on hand to 
offer counseling to those 
who missed out on a 
medal - or are feeling 
homesick. Daily prayers 
and study groups will also 
be available. Families 
throughout the Sydney 
Jewish community have 
volunteered to open their 
homes to visitors who 
require Shabbat hospital-

ympics, expert sports 
commentary, Jewish 
sporting exhibitions and 
kosher food. 

Designated as the offi
cial Jewish home for the 
Israeli Olympic team, 
Hakoah Club's facilities 
will be utilized by the Is
raeli athletes during the 
Games. 

Israelis look. to immigrants 
to score big at the Olympics 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Athletes from the former 
Soviet Union have transformed the Israeli Olympics 
sports scene. About one-thi.rd of the Israeli team in the 
upcoming Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia - and 
five of the six strongest Israeli contenders- are origi-
nally from the former Soviet Union. . 

The team, which departed September 3 for Sydney, 
includes top favorites Michael Kalganov, a kayaker 
who holds two gold medals in world championship 
competitions in 1998 and 1999, and Alex Averbach, a 
pole vaulter who won the bronze in the 1999 World 
Athletics Championships. 

The Sydney Games will run from September 15-
October I. Israel has only taken three medals in previ
ous Olympics - a silver and bronze in 1992 for judo, and 
a bronze in windsurfing in 1996. 

The immigrants brought the training methods and 
dedication that they learned in the punishing climate of 
the Soviet sports machine. "The Russians prought their 
training techniques, and a discipline and seriousness 
that we did not have in Israel before," said Golan 
Hazani, Olympic sports correspondent for Yediot 
Achronot, Israel's biggest daily newspaper. Ronen 
Hillel, spokesman for Israel's Olympic committee, 
agrees: "Immigrants have made a very important con
tribution in coaching and training. They have brought 
high-level coaching techniques that lifted our athletes 
to new levels." 

The Olympics will also offer a unique opportunity to 
accelerate Israel's acceptance of immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union. Althougq many native Israelis 
harbbr negative stereotypes about these immigrants, 
nobody doubts that when they don blue-and-white on 
the Olympic field or medal stand, Israelis will cheer 
with no qualms. 
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Shani Biderman looks on at left as Anat Kolman-Hoota explains to a Grade 
5 and 6 Hebrew Bilingual Program class at Brock-Corydon School what life 
is like, growing up on a kibbutz in northern Israel. 

Israeli visitors brief Jewish 
Winnipeg schoolchildren 
on life in northern Israel 

Youngsters taught to 'hide under the tables' on hearing 
'whistling sound' of Katyusha 'rockets 
By MATT B1!:LLAN 

A nat 
Kolman-Hoota 
learned how to react 
to incoming 
Katyusha rockets, as 
a young child on 
Kibbutz Ne'ot 
Mordechai. 

The Katyushas had 
a "whistl ing" sound, 
the Israeli college 
student told a class of 
Grade 5 and 6 stu-
dents in 
Corydon 
Hebrew 
Program 
II. 

Brock
School's 

Bilingual 
September 

A youngster raises her hand, to ask the Israeli visitors 
a question. 

"Ever since I was a little girl, I was 
taught that when you hear Katyushas, 
you to have do like that," she said, 
placing her arms over her head and 
crouching. Children were instructed to 
"hide under tables", and as a toddler, 
she even remembers learning to "duck 
under the cucumbers". 

Kolman-Hoota and Shani 
Biderman, another. university student, 
both grew -up in the Galilee "pan
handle", the finger of Israeli land 
sandwiched between Lebanon and the 
Golan HC(,ights. They briefed dozens of 
youngsters in Brock-Corydon's 

Hebrew Bilingual Program and more 
students on a visit to the Gray 
Academy of Jewish Education that 
day. 

They spoke about everything from 
life in that northernmost part of Israel 
to how hot it gets in the Jewish state. 
(Up to 45 degrees Celsius.) 

Accompanying them here and to 
several other Canadian Jewish com
munities were two geography prafes
SQJ:S: Shaul Sapir of the Hebrew 
University, and Talma Margalit of 
David Yellin College in Jerusalem. 
(Cont. on page A3. See "Israeli visi
tors gather material on Caitada';~ 
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• Home 

NOW ACCEPTING: 

Corydon @ Cockhurn 
74'9 Corydon Ave. 
Ph: 284·5142 

• Apartment • Condominium 

Garden 
843 Lelia (~~~8~3~~i8'1anc:e) 

Ph: : 

• Small Business 

Forms for slav 
labor compensa 

to be available 
by this fall _,-r.~'_'~_'_" 

Payment process should be completed 
within 'next 12 months' 

Forms will be available by this fall for Holocaust 
survivors applying for a new compensation fund for 
slave laborers and forced laborers during the Second 
World War, says Marilyn Somers, executive director 
of the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem. 

"I know there will be new forms coming out for 
people who don't receive a German pension (or who 
haven't received prev ious German Holocaust repara
tions)," the Toronto-based Somers, also acting exec
utive director of Jewish Holocaust Survivors of 
Canada, told 77/e Jewish Post & News in a telephone 
interview September 8. "They won't be available 
until the end of October (at the earliest)." 

At least "75 to I ~O'' Winnipeg Jews might qualify 
for a share of the $7.1 billion fund, which the 
German government and industries agreed last sum
mer to set up, Evelyn Hecht, the Jewish Federation 
0'£ Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Appeal's community 
relations director, said in an interview last month. 
An estimated 175,000 Jewish former slave laborers 
under the Nazis will be among those eligible to 
apply, along with large numbers of "forced laborers", 
who worked under less grueling conditions. 

Successful applicants for slave labor compensation 
could get up to 15,000 Deutsche marks, or $10,020 
Canadian, Somers said. 

Canadian Jews receiving German 'pensions or 
who've gotten reparations received letters a few 

. weeks ago from the Tel Aviv office of the 
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against 
Germany, the agency that oversees applications for 
reparations payments for Jewish Holocaust victims. 

"They're asking them to sign and send the letter 
back to the Claims Conference in Tel Aviv." 

Survivors in the above categories will probably 
also get slave labor compensation earlier, because 
they years ago provided ey.idence verifying their 
Holocaust ordeals, Somers said. But for all appli
cants and successful claimants, the "whole process" 
should be completed "within 12 months". 

Somers' comments follow a statement by Moshe 
Ronen, president of Canadian Jewish Congress 
(OC), one of the Jewish organizations that helped 
negotiate the slave and forced labor compensation 
package. 

"This is a long-awaited first step in actually paying 
out settlements for the terrible injustice millions of 
people suffered during the war," Ronen said in a 
September 7 statement. "While material claims can 
never fully compensate for the actual suffering, they 
underscore the moral value in restitution from those 
who are accountable for the crimes committed." 

"As a member of the board of the Claims 
Conference, Congress welcomes the new informa
tion and looks forward to the process moving into 
high gear in about two months." . 

Two categories of possible applicants have 
(Cont. on page A20. See "Slave labor compensa
tion".) 
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