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"Thank god for REALCA~E. 

,. You people are. terrific." 
• 0 

' .. 
• '0 

"For.the post 18 months, my mother has been a client of REALCARE.As a result. 
I have found myself working very closely with the REALCARE stoff as well as their 
monagement team . ./' and my family have been very impressed with the quality of 
service which my mother has received from REAL CARE. We have been particularly 

. impressed with the attention t? detail which shows itself both at the management 
level as well as the delivery of core. Clear/y. the individuals chosen to deliver the 

services to the clients have been carefUlly review.ed by manoge.mentto ensure high 
standards are s maintained. I have "nO hesitancy in:recommending REALCARE to 

ny party which might have need of it's services." 
. ,. . , . 
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Your loved' ones can retain their DIGNITY and 
COMFORT an9 be cored (or by people with . 
. COMPASSION and INTEGRITY. whether 

at home or in an institution. 

Alzheimer Core - Palliative Care 
. Post-Operative Care - Stroke Care 

Long-Term Care - Rehabilitation 
Respite -. Returning (rom 'hospital 

RN's - LPN's - Health Care Aides 
Home Support Workers - Companions 

Call us tOday for service, or to speak to 
one of our satisfied clients. 

Telephone (204) 957·REAL (5725) 
Fax (204) 975-1065 

~r email usatreaicare@escape.ca 
401 - 321 McDennotAvenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba RlA OA3 

, 

"REALCARE is all about family. We are 
a family in every sense of the word. We 
core about our stoff and this coring gets 
extended down to our clients and their 
families who become on integral port of 

our REALCARE fomily." 
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Comment 

EHUD.BARAK, Israeli prime minister, demonstrates how to make and fly a 
paper airplane to visiting Israeli schoolchildren in his office a few weeks ago: . 
Now that the religious Shas Party has pulled out of his coalition, he's adopt
ed policies intended to appeal to Israel's large number of secular Israelis. 
/sranelphoIO. 

Read my lips, says Barak 
He's now trying to appeal to more secular voters, but may not 
be able to pull off change of direction . 

I 'sraelis find Ehud Barak a bit con
fusing. Two months ago, with Shas 

. . in his coalition, he presented the 
Knesset with a bill entrenching the 
exemption from military service for 
ultra-Orthodox yeshiva students. 
COMMENT ON ISRAEL Two 

weeks ago, 

SHIRA HERZOG 

with Shas 
out of the 
govern
ment, he 
announced 
a "secular
civil revo-
lution", 

that could dramatically redraw the 
political balance on religious-secl,llar 
relations in the country. One week 
later, the same principles were redraft
ed by Shlomo Ben-Ami, a senior 
Labor cabinet minister, under the 
heading of a "civil-social reform". 
What is Barak really up to? 

In its most recent version, the plat
form contains several related princi
ples, carefully drafted to appeal to a 
broad spectrum of Israelis, including 
the traditionalist center. The!;e include 
a basic curriculum of general studies 
in all state-supported schools, includ
ing the ultra-Orthodox ones; no prefer
ential treatment for ultra-Orthodox 
schools in allocation of resources; an 
effective dismantling of the ministry 
of religious affairs and transfer of its 
functions to municipalities; and a key 
element - completion of the process 
leading to an Israel i constitution that 
will incorporate freedom of religion. 

Loyal supporters see this as Barak's 
opportunity to move on an agenda that 
he believes in, but could not imple
ment, as long as he was dependent on 
Shas, a party with an Orthodox bent. 
Cynics see this as a transparent ploy to 
regain support in the secular centre, 
and more importantly, the Russian 
immigrant community. Both groups 
acknowledge that Barak is preparing 

I his domestic agenda for the next elec
tion campaign, which will likely take 
place next spring. 

Ironically, just as on the peace issue, 
a strong majority of Israelis support 
the policies in the plan, while support 
for Barak himself is at all-time low. 

The religious parties have torpedoed 
the completion of a constitution for 
decades, but with the influx of over 
200,000 Israeli citizens who are· not 
halachically Jewish among the 
Russian immigrants, there is a grow
ing recognition in moderate religious 
circles that adjustments to the reli
gious-secular status quo are required. 
The question is whether this should be 
enshrined in a constitution or in a less 
binding "covenant". 

The current Knesset is unlikely to 
support any legislative initiatives to 
implement the new program, just 
because it is determined to topple 
Barak, who has lost his working 
majority. But three points are relevant 
in any analysis of the plan. First, it is 
targeted primarily at the Russian 
Israeli voters, without whom Barak 
would have lost last year's election. 
These voters are against major conces
sions to the Palestinians, are also in 
favor of more secularization, and are 
strong supporters of a constitution. 
However, they are not naive and do 
not want to be the political football in 
the already polarized debate over these 
fundamental issues. 

Second, Barak is counting on sup
port from the Likud for this initiative -
now and later, after the next election. 
He hopes that Ariel Sharon will join 
him to isolate Shas and the other reli
gious parties. Sharon's own reasons to 
support or oppose the plan have more 
to do with Netanyahu's possible return 
to the politic!ll arena. 

Finally, Barak's weakness over the 
last year is also his weakness in mar
keting his agenda. This brilliant, force
ful man has failed miserably at manag
ing political matters in his own party 
and with others. His lack of consulta
tion, his transparent reliance on polls, 
and his repeated lack of understanding 
of the basics of domestic realpolitik 
have created the credibility gap that 
now plagues him. At best, this latest 
"revolution" is likely to become his 
platform for the early election he will 
inevitably face, with or without a 
peace deal. 

The writer fives in Toronto and also 
comments on the Middle East for the 
Canadian Jewish News. 
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A right to return 
Many 'Palestinians' immigrated there from other countries 

A s of this writing it 
appears that the 

. . sole obstacle to 
peace between Israel and 
the Palestinian!; is the 
problem of Jerusalem. If 
a solution for that can be 
found, it would appear 
that a bl issful regional 
peace is in the offing. 
Nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

INSIDE ISRAEL .. Muslim worshippers wait to enter the Majlis Gate 
to pray on Jerusalem's Temple Mount: The Arabs 
claim there are 4.5 million Palestinian refugees _ 
most from areas in Israel, and they demand the 
right to return there. II'I'A photo. 

As ide 
from the 
fact that 

border lines will have to be drawn in 
the division of the West Bank and 
some Jewish settlements dismantled _ 
a task which under present circum
stances will require Herculean effort 
and goodwill on both sides - there 
remains the problem of the Arab 
refugees, which has temporarily been 
pushed aside. 

To the Palestinians this is an issue no 
less vital than that of Jerusalem, and it 
will test to the utmost the possibil ity of 
any true relationship between the two 
peoples. 

Most reliable estimates place the 
number of Arabs who fled the country 
at 600,000. The Arabs today maintain 
that the number of refugees, with nat
ural increase, now amounts to four and 
a half million, most of them in various 
camps in and around Israel, where the 
host countries refused to integrate 
them locally. Their existence constitut
ed a precious weapon in the struggle 
against Israel. 

Their demand: The right of return. 
Arrangements would be acceptable for 
the payment of compensation to those 
who elect not to go back, but the fun
damental and basic demand is recogni
tion of the right of return for all four 
and a half million. This has been a 
major element in the Palestinian pro
gram, and if it seems to have been 
brushed aside in the present stage of 
negotiations, watch for it to emerge in 
full strength and fury in the near 
future. 

No words need be wasted in noting 
that fulfilment of this demand, even in 
part, would spell the end of Israel as an 
independent Jewish state. It is simply 
impossible. The cause of the refugee 
problem has been thoroughly ana
lyzed. They fled the country when the 
war broke out in 1947, and even if they 
were in some cases compelled to 
leave, it was the direct result of an 
aggressive war against Israel pro
claimed and waged by the neighboring 
Arab states. That war was a great mis
take, as the Arabs now realize, but the 
creation of the refugee problem was 
one of the painful results which they 
brought upon themselves. 

But there is another factor as well. 
Every visitor and traveller to the coun
try for hundreds of years always 
reported that the land was desolate and 
with a sparse population. It was when 
the Zionists arrived and began to cre
ate a local economy that Arabs began 

to drift into the country. As Professor 
Atalia Ben-Meir points out in the latest 
issue of Nativ (an Israeli periodical 
comparable only to Commentary in the 
U.S.), during the period between 1922 
and 1939, immigration of Arabs from 
neighboring countries swelled. During 
these 17 years, the Arab popUlation of 
Haifa increased by 216 per cent, of 
Jaffa, by 134 per cent, and of 
Jerusalem, 97 per cent. 

At a time when the British were lim
iting Jewish immigration, they were 
unwilling or unable to prevent the 
seepage across the borders by people 
attracted by better economic condi
tions. One commentator has pointed 
out. that to this day, Arab family names 
here are indication of their origin's: 
Haurani, from the Syrian hills of 
Hauran, Masri, from Egypt, 
Turkeman, from Turkestan, Turk from 
Turkey and many others. 

These are the ones who now call 
themselves Palestinians, with the right 
to return. As David Bar-llan has point
ed out, there was a time when The 
Jerusalem Post was called The 
Palestine Post, the national orchestra 
was the Palestine Philharmonic, and 
even a component of the United 
Jewish Appeal was the United 
Palestine Appeal. Only the Jews of the 
country identified themselves as 
Palestinians, and served as such in the 
British army. The Arabs, from the 
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem down, 
refused to be known as Palestinians. 
Only later did they discover the public 
relations value of identifying them
selves as the Palestinian people. 

Joan Peters has written a book, From 
Time Immemorial, which draws upon 
reliable statistics to show how erro
neous is the claim that the Arabs of 
today are descendants of those who 
had lived here for centuries. Advocates 
of the Arab cause have sought to belit
tle the book, but a reputable and dis
tinguished historian like Barbara 
Tuchman said of the Peters work: 
"This book is a historical event in 
itself, a discovery that has lain in the 
dark all along until its revelation by 
Joan Peters' unrelenting research ... " 

Even UN resolutions 242 and 338 
refrain from making a direct reference 
to Palestinian refugees, but rather refer 
to refugees as a generic term, observed 
Professor Ben-Meir. 

These arc facts which should be 
borne in mind when the Arabs return 
to their demand for the right to return. 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 


