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High school scene 

New teachers offering thoughtprovoking material at JWC 

On August 30th, 
Joseph Wolinsky 

Courses designed to help students see relevance of traditional Judaism to modern life 

. Collegiate 
opened its doors to stu
dents from Grades 7 to 12 
for another exciting year. 
The opening assemblies 
welcomed in two new . 
additions to the JWC fam
ily, Jim Greenblatt and 
Anat Kantor, as well as a 
variety of new courses 
that are being offered to 
the .senior classes begin
ning this school year. 

HIGH SCHOOL SCENE 

studies. 
He is no 
stranger 
to .Win
nipeg, 
having 
I i v e d 
here for 
two 

. ALISA KAPLAN 

Greenblatt comes from 

ANAT KANTOR, one of the new teachers at JWC. 

years, 
30 years 
a g,o . 
Green
blatt is 
teach
J n g 
Grade 9, 
10, and 
II Jew
ish Law, 
Grade 
10 level 
two 
Tanach, the States, but has lived 

for the past 23 years in 
Israel teaching' various 
Judaic as well as general. 

and a new course to JWC 
this year for Grade 1 I 

Jewish Child and Family Service -exciting list of fall programs 

This fall Jewish Child and Family Service is 
offering a number of new educational programs. 
Women may be interested in attending an evening 

workshop entitled Women: Weight and Body Image, 
which will explore our cultural obsession with thin

register for all three parts of this series or only one or 
two sessions. Second Chances is a 6-week support 
group for separated and divorced men and women. 

. ness and achieving the "perfect" body. 
Ann McConkey, registered dietitian, will lead this 

workshop on Wednesday, October J 8th, 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Participants are encouraged to register for this 
workshop at the Rady Jewish Community Centre. 
Mother-daughter therapists Judy Haid and D' Arcy 
Brunning Haid will be leading a presentation entitled 
Between Mothers and Daughters on Wednesday, 
November 8. 

This workshop is for women who are curious to 
explore this crucial relationship and to connect with 

~heir mothers as individuals and equals. A three-part 
workshop series is planned for individuals who are 
separated and divorced. Dr. Reena Sommer will lead 

I 

the first session, entitled Things You Need to Know 
About Divorce but Your Lawyer Never Told You 
(Thursday, October 26). Handling Life Without 
"Hanging Up" is the title of session two, which will 
beon Wednesday, November 1 and will beled by Dr. 
Bailey Rayter. 

The final session, on Monday, November 6th, 
focuses on the normal reactions of adults and chil
dren to family breakup. Participants may choose to 

This group begins on November 7 and continues 
weekly until December 12th. This group, led by an 
experienced group therapist, Diane Peters, is de
signed to help deal with the change and emotional 
impact of divorce and separation to enable people to 
move forward with their lives. 

A presentation entitled "Hot Buttons" - Anger 
Management for Children will be given by Libby 
Yeager on Tuesday, November 28th. This interac
tive workshop for parents and children (7-11) will 
help children identify and cope with their anger, and 
enable parents to understand how they can guide 
their children's expression of anger. 

The agency is also offering an informational talk 
on Dealing With Grief and Loss on October 2nd at 
the Seven Oaks Hospital Wellness Institute, which 
will be presented by two of the agency's social 
workers, Helen Aldor and Lois Shane. 

Shelley Levit-Calnitsky, the agency's Family Life 
Education Coordinator, may be contacted at 477-
7430 if you would like information on any of the 
programs being offered this fall. A Family Life 
Education brochure is included in this issue of The 
Jewish Post & News. 

called "Through the Jew
ish Lens". This new 
course focuses on current 
relevant issues, such as 
relationships, eating dis
orders, abortion and the 
sensation of life, and 
Judaism's views on each. 
1Qis course will involve 
the look into various Rab
binic literature, the 
Gemorah, the Torah,Jew
ish philosophy, as welI as 
many periodicals. When 
asked about his expecta
tions for the year, 
Greenblatt replied, "I 
hope to try my best to 
help the students learn 
about the Jewish way of 
life, culture, as welI as 
the religion." 

Anat Kantor also comes 
from Israel, where she 
was originalIy a social 
worker. She will be teach
ing Grade 7 "Judaic Is
sues" as welI as Grade 8 
level three Hebrew. 
Kantor says that this is a 
beautiful school and that 
people are very welcom
ing, and she hopes to have 
an interesting year where 
students will enjoy them
selves as welI as learn 
something. 

Three other new sub
ject to enter the' JWC 
classrooms are "Contem
porary Jewish Literature" 
forGrade 10, "Being Jew
ish in the Modem World" 
for Grade 1 I, and "Psy
chology" for Grade 12. 
Grade 12 Tanach has also 
been brought back this 
year. "Contemporary 
Jewish Literature" is be
ing taught by Bonnie 
Rafaeli, focusing on nov
els, poetry, and prose in 
English or that have been 
translated in to English, 
that deal with Jewish 
themes and have been 
written by Jewish authors. 
This class is being run 

like a seminar, where stu
dents are required to each 
read different novels and 
present theirs to the class, 
afterwards the general 
themes are discussed as a 
whole. Themes for this 
year include the immi
gration experience, con
temporary Israeli authors, 
historical fiction, and the 
establishment of modem 
Israel. Rafaeli might get 
the students to keep their 
own writers' journals on 
what Jewish identity 
means to them. 

The option of psychol
ogy, being taught by 
Michal Lavy is the study 
of human behavior with a 
threefold purpose; to ex
amine human behavior 
from different perspec
tives . (including 
behavioral, cognitive, bio
logical, socio-cul tural, 
psychodynamic, and evo
lutionary), to help students 
make psychology part of 
their lives, and to help stu
dents think critically. 

'~Being Jewish in the 
Modem World", taught 
by Lawrence Goldstine, 
is the Grade 11 Jewish 
history course with a huge 
emphasis on the HascalIa 
(J ewish Enlightment) pe
riod to the modem-day 
world. Topics of study 
include early Zionism, 
modem anti-Semitism, 
the various movements 
within JUdaism, and leav
ing of the ghetto. The 
purpose of the course is 
"To understand where we 
are as Jews in the modern 
world, since the people 
studying here are the 
products of the Hascalla 
period and all of these 
events have made who 
we are today," explains 
Goldstine. 

The writer is a Grade 
12 student at JWc. 
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Community news 

1 00 Volunteers attendfirst day ofF ederationlCJA 
on first day of SuperWeek 
(Cont. from page A3.) 

Debbie Hoffman, a Su
per Week 2000 co-chair, 
said about 70 participants 

showed up at the Asper 
Jewish Community Cam
pus and others did their 
service from home. 

Freda Morry displaying her presentation 
plaque. 

Freda Morry retires 
Freda Morry, longtime administrator of the Win

nipeg Branch of the Canadian Shaare Zedek 
Hospital Foundation, has retired. 

"We are most grateful to Freda for her many 
years of service and dedication to Shaare Zedek 
Medical Centre," stated David Smith and Bradley 
Fox, national co-presidents. '''We wish her well 
and hope she will now have the time to enjoy her 
family and other pursuits." 

Freda and her husband Manny, have been at the 
core of the Winnipeg committee, along with Joe 
and Evelyn Wiesen thaI and Lorraine and Bill 
Kowall. They and the rest of the committee have 
organized a.number of local events in support of 
Shaare Zedek, with Freda also in charge of the 
office administration. 

Known as "the hospital with a heart", Shaare 
Zedek Medical Center is one of the most honored 
health care facilities in Israel. More babies are born 
there annually than any other hospital in Greater 
Jerusalem (close to 8,000 in 1999) and the staff are 
regular participants in major local and interna
tional research projects. 

For more information or to make tax deductible 
donations, Winnipeggers are invited to call the 
national office toll free at 1-800-387-3595. 

"It's exciting. There's 
so much enthusiasm. Peo
ple are keyed up, and re
ally want to give back to 
this community," she 
says, adding she grew up 
here and benefited from 
things like her summer 
camping experience and 
other institutions in the 

... Jewish community. 
"And no gift is too 

small." 
Hoffman believes do

nors are willing to come 
through because "they 
know the money will be 
well spent. She also notes 
that many gifts provide 
serv ices a lot of people 
aren't aware of, like $18 
donation providing nine 
taxi vouchers for a sen
ior; $36 for four kosher 
lunches and a cultural 
program with return 
transportation for a sen
ior with limited resources; 
$ I 00 for a snowsu it and 
boots to help a new refu
gee through one of our 
winters; and $300 to pro
vide two weeks at Kesher 
Day Camp for someone 
who can't afford to pay. 
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Rabbi Arthur Oleisky ioining Cantor Arky 
Berkal on Beth Israel bima for High Holidays 

The Beth . Israel 
~ynagogue i.s i.nvit
mg you to Jom us 

for ~he High Holidays. 
This year; we are 
pleaself to announce 
that Rabbi Arthur 
Oleisky, Rabbi Emeri
tus of Congregation 
Anshei Israel in 
Tucson, Arizona will be 
joining our longtime 
cantor, Arky Berkal, in 
leading our services. 

RABBI ARTHUR 
OLEISKY 

CANTORARKY 
BERKAL 

Arky Berkal was born and educated 
in Winnipeg. He is a graduate of Can
tor Brownstone's Youth Choir, where 
he learned both choral and chazzanut 
melodies for Shabbat, Shalosh 
Regalim and the High Holydays. He 
also spent a number of years studying 
with his uncle, Rabbi Louis Berkal. 
He has participated and continues to 
participate in a number oflocal choral 
groups: Cantor Boroditsky's Choir, 
Rosh Pina Choir, Winnipeg Yiddish 
Choir and the Quartet Plus. 

Arky has served as a Ba 'al Shacharit 
on the High Holy days at Beth Aron 
Synagogue in Detroit, and at Rosh 
Pina Synagogue in Winnipeg. He has 
conducted High Holyday services for. 
B 'nai Israel Congregation in Grand 
Forks, ND. For the last 18 years he has 
been the chazzan at Beth Israel. Since 
his retirement from teaching math in 
the Seven Oaks School Division five 
years ago, he has been able to devote 
his time to music and genealogy. 

Rabbi Oleisky served as rabbi of 
Anshei Israel from 1970 to 1999. Un
der his direction, the synagogue twice 
won the National Solomon Schechter 
Award for adult education. 

Rabbi Oleisky is a graduate (BA) of 
the University of Minnesota. He spent 
two years studying at the Hebrew 

University in Jerusalem. He was or
dained from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America and received a 
Masters Degree in Hebrew Literature 
in 1966. 

During his tenure at Anshei Israel, 
he was the first rabbi outside of Los 
Angeles to serve as president of the 
Western States Region of the Rab
binical Assembly. He was a lnember 
of the Executive Council of the As
sembly and served as Israel Affairs 
chairman. 

Rabbi Oleisky has shown through
out his career a deep commitment to 
Israel. He has led many tours there 
and has worked for the Masorti/Con
servative movement in Israel. He is a 
member of the Council of Trustees of 
the Masorti Foundation for Conserva
tive Judaism in Israel and a member of 
the boards of Mercaz and the World 
Council of Conservative Synagogues. 
In ) 998, he received the General As
sembly in Israel, Rabbinical Award. 

J--ast year, Rabbi Oleisky conducted 
High Holiday services at. Congrega
tion B 'nai Aviv in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. He is looking forward to be
ing back in the "neighbourhood" he 
grew up in, so to speak. 

Please call the Beth Israel office at 
582-2353 for High Holiday seats. 
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