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Sports news 

Israeli tennis player Levy shines at tournament 
By MARVIN 
GLASSMAN 

rORONTO - Pete 
Sampras, the current 
Wimbledon tennis cham
pion, often states the 
men's pro tennis circuit 
has to promote its young 
stars to attract new fans. 
His words proved pro
phetic at the $2.9-million 
Tennis Masters Series
Canada tournament, held 
recently at the National 
Tennis Centre at York 
University. 

Unknown Israeli Harel 
Levy became an instant 
star by finishing as run
ner-up to tournament 
champion Marat Safin of 
Russia. Levy, a 22-year
old journeyman who av
eraged $ I ,000 weekly in 
his three-year career, 
earned $211,000 (U.S.) 
in one week in Toronto. 
By finishing as a finalist, 
Levy improved his world 
ranking from 133rd to 
60th. Prior to the tourna- ' 
ment, Levy earned 
$152,000 (U.S.) over his 
career. 

HAREL LEVY: He thanked Jewish spectators for 
their support. Vidal Keslassy photo. 

Jewish National Fund focusing efforts on 
tackling serious water shortage in Israel 

Here in Canada, we are very for
tunate in that we have an abun
dance of fresh, clean water. In 

much of the world, water is in short 
supply. In Mexico, for example, 40 
percent ofthe population doesn't have 
clean water readily available. In the 
Middle East, with its semi-arid cli
mate, water is also a vital commodity. 

In an average year, Israel receives 
about 50 days of rain. For most of the 
year, no rain falls. Currently, the 
ground water available for pumping 
without undermining the quality of 
the reservoir stands at 2 billion cubic 
meters a year, which is equal to Isra
el's annual water consumption. In dry 
seasons, Israel piles up a water deficit, 
exacerbated by an ever -growing popu
lation and demand for water not only 
in Israel, but also in Jordan and Syria, 
which also rely on the Jordan and 
Yarmuk Rivers for drawing water. 

For the past three years now, the 
region has been suffering from a 
drought. The country's three main wa
ter sources - the Sea of Galilee, and the 
Coastal and Mountain Aquifers - are 
rapidly falling below danger levels. 
The government ofIsrael has launched 
a public education campaign, but solid 
solutions are needed to provide long
term answers. . 

You can help by supporting the J ew
ish National Fund during this year's 
High Holiday campaign. 

To most people, the JNF is synony
mous with planting trees, says Michael 
Kay, president of the JNF for Mani
toba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. "Al
though trees are our most visible ac
complishment and are important," he 

says, "the JNF is involved' in all as
pects of the development of the land 
of Israel. The development of water 
resources has become one of the most 
important needs of Israel and the re
gion as a whole. Water is one of the 
most politically-charged issues in the 
Middle East. For the foreseeable fu
ture, the JNF is putting a major effort 
into developing water resources in 
Israel." 

One area in which the JNF is en
gaged is in cleaning the rivers of pol- ' 
lution, as many ofIsrael's rivers and 
creeks are polluted. The JNF is also 
working to build a hundred new reser
voirs around the country to capture 
much of the 60 per cent of rain water 
that flows to the sea, and the organiza
tion is engaged in projects to chemi
cally treat sewage water and clean it 
for agricultural use. 

Finally, the JNF is also participat
ing in Israel's public awareness cam
paign through an educational program 
to be used in Israel's schools at all 
grade levels. 

The solutions that Israel comes up 
with for its water dilemma may well 
have applications for other countries 
around the world that are also facing 
chronic water shortages. At Succot, 
each year, we introduce into our lit
urgy a prayer for plentiful rain for 
Israel during the rainy season. Israel 
needs our prayers, and can also use 
our financial support in this area. So 
as you fold down the tabs on your JNF 
pledge card during the High Holidays 
this year, please do your. utmost in 
assisting JNF to conquer Israel's most 
urgent water shortage problems. 

Levy's performance 
stunned his opponents -
and himself. Because of 
his low ranking, the Is
raeli had to qualify into 
the tournament's main 
draw, and he did not ex
pect to advance beyond 
the first or second round. 
Instead, the longshot ad
vanced further than top 
seeds Andre Agassi, 
Patrick Rafter and 
Sampras through a com
bination of grit, outstand
ing execution of shots, 
and by capitalizing on his 
opportunities. 

In a week that seemed 
to be scripted by Holly
wood, Levy defeated 
seven higher-ranked op
ponents. His victims 
were, in order"Canada's 
Chris Gqtek 6-2, 6-4; 
James Sekulov of Aus
tria 1-6, 6-3, 6-1; Czech 
Martin Damm 7-6 (7-5), 
4-6, 6-3; Austrian Stefan 
Koubek 6-1, 6-3; 
Sebastien Grosjean of 
France 6-3, 3-6, 6-3; 
Jerome Golmard; also of 
France, 6-4, 6-4; and Jiri 
Novak of the Czech Re
public 6-3, 1-6, 6-4; be
fore losing the title match 
to Safin 6-2, 6-3. 

Levy raised the level of 
his game as he advanced 
round-by-round. His 
great play at the net, with 
no less than four sizzling 
backhand passing shots, 
left Martin Damm dispir
ited in the third set of 
their match. Against 
Grosjean, Levy fired four 
aces (clocked at 126 kmJ 
hr) and a high first serve 
percentage to seal the 
match in three sets. 

FLEW FATHER, 
COACH IN FROM 

TEL AVIV 
His semi-final match 

proved to be dramatic. 
Levy celebrated his 22nd 
birthday and he flew his 
father, Yoel, a jewelry 
importer, and his coach, 
Oded Jacob, to Toronto 
from Tel Aviv, specifi
cally to watch his match 
against Novak. _ 

Instead of choking, the 
young Israeli rose to the 
occasion and made his 
birthday the most memo
rable of his life. Before a 
soldout crowd of 10,000 
and an international tel
evision audience (the 
matches were televised in 
Canada, the United States 

. and 'Israel), Levy was 
pumped, with the crowd 
adoring his every move. 
The atmosphere on court 
resembled a Davis Cup 
,match held in Jerusalem, 
with choruses of "Levy, 
Levy", Israeli flags, and 
the singing of Hatikvah 

by many fans. 
Levy fired bullets, with 

aces and outstanding 
backhand shots to break 
Novaktwicefora5-0lead 
in the first set. But Novak 
kept on fighting, despite 
losing the first set 6-3. He 
opened the second set 
with a break, and added 
two more to force the de
ciding third set as Levy 
felt the pressure, commit
'ting 11 unforced errors, 
seven more than Novak. 

That prompted Levy to 
change his game plan and 
come to the net more be
hind his serve. The 
change in tactics earned 
him the victory. 

The final set came to a 
climax in the ninth game, 
with a Levy drop shot 
over the net breaking 
Novak for a 5-4 lead. At 

" lnatch point, Levy 
clinched the win by pur
suing a short Novak shot 
and putting it into the 
open court. 

At the moment of vic
tory, Levy pumped his 
fists, then went directly 
to his father's courts ide 

, seat to embrace him with 
several hugs. 

The crowd support may 
have been the most pas
sionate display of affec
tion for an Israeli athlete 
ever by Torontonians. 

"I had the dream of my 
life today with this vic
tory. I know there is a big 

Jewish community here, 
so probably a lot of Jew
ish or even Israeli people 
came out today and (their) 
support was great. It re
ally helped me," said 
Levy, who saluted the 
crowd and threw tennis 
balls to the spectators af
ter the match. 

He then celebrated his 
birthday with a cake and 
a few drinks in the play
er's lounge. 

Born on a kibbutz, Levy 
was ranked number one 
in Israel following the 
retirement of Amos 
Mansdorf in 1996. This 
summer, he finished serv
ing his third and final year 
in the army. His mother, 
Nitza, is a nurse, and he 
has two'sisters, Ofri, 19, 
and Stav, 12. 

The final proved to be 
anticlimactic for Levy, 
despite the overwhelm
ing support of the crowd, 
incl uding two' young men 
who took their shirts off 
and painted the flag of 
Israel on their chests and 
faces. Safin, the eighth
seeded Russian, was 
overpowering, with 
serves clocking in at more 
than 200 kmIhr. He never 
lost control of the match. 
Levy learned that to ad
vance from 60th rank to 
the top 10, is idong climb. 

Reprinted with permis
sion. Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Gateway MixedBowling League 
By SADIE WOLFSON, secretary. 

Weekly high scores - week of September 10 
HIGH TRIPLE 

MEN: Saul London - 567 (206, 191); Hersh Doctoroff 
- 553 (201,183); Harvey Appelle- 550 (216,172); Ken 
Sylvester- 522 (178,176); Ray Forest- 510 (175,176). 

WOMEN: Elaine Yamron - 519 (183, 177); Chama 
Gilman - 497 (175, 166); Carol London - 488 (166, 
180); Sadie Wolfson - 463 (167); Rose Sylvester- 454. 

HIGH SINGLE 
MEN: Gary Verin - 184; Sid Zipursky ~ 174; Mike 
Wolfson - 170. 
WOMEN: Anne Gardner - 173. 
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Soviet • emigre has shot at Olympic 
By PETER EPHROSS 

NEW YORK (JT A) -
Millions of immigrants 
have flocked to the United 
States looking for streets 
paved with gold. 

Lenny Krayzelburg was 
searching for gold as well 
- but in a pool at the Ol
ympic Games in Sydney. 
Krayzelburg, who moved 
to the United States from 
Odessa, Ukraine in 1988, 
was one of several Jewish 
athletes from the former 
Soviet Union competing 
in this year's games, 
which began September 
15. Most are on the Israeli 
team, but of the athletes 
from the former Soviet 
Union, Krayzelburg, who 

Chairman: 

Jim Carr 
Presidentl 

LENNY KRA YZEL
BURG: Expected to be 
a strong contender in 
Sydney. 

would swim the 100-me
tre and 200-metre back
stroke, was the one most 
likely to win. 

As an immigrant, 

Business Council of Manitoba 

Krayzelburg faces pres
sure beyond the oppo
nents he had to race in his 
events, he said. "Your 
parents make a lifetime 
change. They had a pretty 
stable life back in Russia. 
We were financially well 
off. Here they make their 
life change for the better
ment oftheir kid," the 24-
ye;lr-old swimmer said 
shortly before leaving for 
Australia. 

"As a child (you) want 
to become successful, so 
that it was right for them 
to leave. It's definitely an 
extra incentive." Work
ing out his problems in 
the pool is something he 
was conditioned to do in 

the Soviet Union, where 
he was identified as a 
possible world-class ath
lete before he was 10. 

As a star athlete. he was 
-entitled to attend a special 
school with 440therswim
mers, where they com
bined classes with 12 hours 
inthe pool each day. "A lot 
of who I am today is what 
I learned back in Russia -
the work ethic, the com
mitment. I attribute a lotof 
my success to what I 
learned" in the former So
viet Union, he said. Even 
though he was swimming 
for the United States, 
Krayzelburg, described by 
The New York Times as 
"movie-star handsome," 

swimming medal 
knew a lot of his friends 
and family in Odessa 
would follow his races with 
special interest. 

By Soviet standards, his 
family was well off. His 
army-sponsored school 
gave him vouchers for 

free meals, and the fam
ily lived in a three-bed
room apartment. Afterthe 
Soviets loosened eco
nomic restrictions during 
perestroika, his father, 
Oleg, opened a small, pri
vate business. 

Recreation Men's Bowling League 
By SAUL LONDON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - September 13 
HIGH TRIPLE: Ron Goldberg 568 (197,190); Terry 
Robinson 563 (206); Mickey Rosenberg 557 (190); 
Darren Earn 554 (214); Garry Granzberg 548 (198); Ken 
Sasley 547 (225); Saul Greenberg 539; Moe Pollock 532 
(191); Earle Laveman 521; Rube Helman 518 (190); 
Hersh Doctoroff5l7 (233); Saul London 506 (209); Jack 
Buchalter 505; Sheldon Globerman 502 (192). 
HIGH SINGLE: Jack Muttner 213; Harvey Appelle 
192; Danny Waterman 190; Harold Swick 188; Ray 
Forest 181. 
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Guest Speaker: 
Gail Asper 

President, 
Can West Global Foundation 

TOPIC: THE ART OF NEGOTIATING 

Topic to be debated: Are We Giving Our Children Too Much? 

, 

... the winners of this debate will be the audience 
Learn the value of debating skills from the masters. 

The Gray Academy af Jewish Education is offering an exciting new program that instills the communication skills and confidence students need to succeed. 
Intraduced as a pilot program in February, Speech and Debate for Better Communications is now part of the English curriculum for Grades 7 to 10. 

During the Gray Academy Great Debate, masters on both sides of the generation gap will demonstrate the value of public speaking an-d 
debating skills. The main debate will be preceded by persuasive and impromptu speeches from students of the pilat program . 

Do your children have the public speaking and debating skills they need? 
Attend the Gray Academy Great Debate, October 5, at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, and find out! 

FREE ADMISSION Tickets can be picked up at the Asper Jewish Community C0l1)pus, 
security desk, before Sept. 29 (on a first come, first served basis). THE GRAY ACADEMY OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

THIS PUBLIC SPEAKING & DEBATING COURSE IS SPONSORED BY PRIVATE FUNDING AND A GRANT FROM THE JEWISH FOUNDATION OF MANITOBA 
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