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Jewish feminists express views 
Trying to resolve conflict between feminism, Judaism 

From Memory to Trans
formation - Jewish 
Womens' Voices. Pub
lished by Second Story 
Press, Toronto, Onto 
1998. Edited by Sarah 
Silberstein Swartz and 
Margie Wolfe. 
Reviewed by IRENE 
KARASICK 
MCMURRICH 

F rom Memory to 
Transformation 

. is a book of es
says and stories that 
evolved from a confer
ence in Toronto, held in 
1998. The presenters 
raised such important is
sues that they were in
vited to develop their 
presentations as essays 
for publication. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

The women identify 
themselves as feminists. 
They hunger for knowl
edge of their history and 
chronology. They ask: 
"Can they resolve the di
chotomyoffeminismand' 
JUdaism?" Sarah 
Silberstein Swart~, edi
tor, says the purpose of 
this book is to raise timely 
female issues that will en~ 
able readers to gain more 
understimding ofthe lives 
and aspirations of Jewish 
women today. 

The writers believe that 
theirforemothers'legacy 
of history and heritage 
was lost in millennia of 
patriarchy. Current spir
itual teachings had for
merly come to them 
through patriarchal vi
sion. Now they have an 
opportunity, through their 
essays, to reinterpret this 
legacy as they see it. 

The essays reflect the 
writers' academic back
grounds and persever
ance. They are introspec-

tive, evaluate their expe
riences and look into their 
own minds for answers. 
Scholar Norma Baumel 
Joseph, associate profes
sor at Concordia Univer
sity, focuses on redefin
ing biases in Jewish tra
ditions. 

Women rabbis are lead
ers in making religious 
ludaism more aware of 
women. Lay groups work 
to create rituals for im
portant events in a wom
an's life. 

Irena Klepfisz, poet and 
activist, teaches Jewish 
womens' studies at 
Barnard College. She re
sents her mother's reluc
tance to speak of her past 
inner life, where all her 
memories are hidden. To 
compensate, her mother 
takes her around their 
apartmen t to show her the 
material items of her 
legacy. Irana poses some 
important questions 
about aging and the rela
tionships between per
sonal and community his
tory, as well as between 
the past and future. 

Elyse Goldstein is di
rector of Kolel: A Centre 
for Liberal Jewish Learn
ing in Toronto. Her writ
ings on women and 
1 udais!l1 have appeared in 
journals throughout 
North America. 
Goldstein is the author of 
the book, Re-Vision: See
ing Torah through Femi
nist Lens. The book was 
published by Key Porter 
'Books in 1998. 

Goldstein's essay 
speaks of the many chal
lenges she faces for 
choosing language per
taining to women's spir
ituality. Forexample, she 
wonders: Can female im
agery be integrated into 
the male imagery of a 
Hebrew description of 
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God? How do we write 
prayers that express 
women's experience with 
religion? 

There is considerable 
diversity among the 
women and their goals. 
Some is overly idealistic. 
For example, noted femi
nist activist Melanie Kaye 
Kantrowitz connects so
cial change with 
diasporism as she voices 
her commitment to re
main in the Diaspora. Her 
intent to aid in "the strug
gle to end all systems of 
oppression including 
anti-Semitism" points to 
a lack of realism. 

Many of the stories told 
to the women are about 
their parents' childhoods. 
Some parents are full of 
memories, but these sto
ries can easily be trans
formed as memory 
changes. 
, Hence, the writers have 
a strong desire to explore 
for the truth. Neverthe
less, these biographical 
essays address important 
themes of identity, ritual, 
activism and social 
change. Womens' voices 
must be heard. 

The writer is a Jewish 
Winnipeg publiCist. 

A pop sensation across Canada 
Robyn Newman has been singing at sporting events since she 
was 11 
By KYLE BERGER 

Vf\NCOUVER -
, They say if you 

want to make it in 
the world of entertain
ment you'd better start 
young. If that's true, 
Richmond British Co
lumbia's Robyn New- -
man is off to a great start 
for a successful career. 

Newman, 16, has been 
singing at Vancouver 
Canucks, Grizzlies, Ca
nadians, B.C. Lions and 
Seattle Seahawks g'arpes 
since she was 11, and is 
featured on a hit single 
played regularly on top-
40 radio stations across 

another song, 
titled Not Like 
Kissing -You, 
that will hit the 
airwaves in the 
coming 
months. 

Canada. ROBYN NEWMAN is the fea-

The young 
singer's first 
major public 
performance 
was at a Van
couver Cana
dian's baseball 
game at Nat
Bailey Sta
dium when she 
was 11. Over 
the next -sev
eral years, she 
became it 
popular singer 
of national an
thems at major 
sporting 
events in Van-

Newman performs the tured singer in the song 
song Freaky, with a local "Freaky" by True Blue, which 
group called True Blue. is played regularly on top-40 

The song first began radio stations across Canada. . 
playing in May on local 
radIO station Z95.3 FM' s program called couver and Seattle. 
the New Music Hour. A few weeks later, One of the Grade 10 student's an-
it hit the station's regular rotation. At them-singing highlights was when she 
press time, the song was ranked 24th on' sang alongside the pop sensation group 
the station's list of top 30 songs. the Backstreet Boys as they opened the 

"It's really thrilling, but at the same American Bowl football game in 1998. 
time it's really weird," Newman said of While Newman said she respects popu-
her radio success. "A couple of my lar groups like the Backstreet Boys and 
friends were out one night and they were singers like Mariah Carey and Christina 
talking about me, and another girl came Aguilera, she wants to have her,own style. 
up to them and said she loves me. They "I like to take after them and use some 
asked her how she knew me and she oftheirtechniques and styles, bull dOIl't 
said, 'I like her song!' think of anyone (while I'm singing). 1 

"It's weird to think that someone just think of me and what I'm feeling." 
knows me from my song." Reprinted with permission, The West-

Newman and True Blue have recorded ern Jewish Bulletin. 

Above: American soul singer Macy Gray sticks out 
her tongue as she hams it up for photographers at a 
press conference several weeks ago in Tel Aviv. 
Gray gave two performances While on her trip to 
Israel. Credit: Brian Hendler/ITA. 

At ~eft: Macy Gray performs in Tel Aviv on August 
30 In t~e second of two shows that the singer gave on 

_ her trip to Israel. Credit: Brian Hendler/ITA. 
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u're invited to our 

BatlBar Mitzvah Season 

Special Bat/Bar Mitzvah Camp Dinner 

H~"o Muddah, 
H~"o Fadduhl 

The Waltonsteins 
Written and performed by Frannie Sheridan. 
February 17 and 18, Berney theatre. 

Sat. Dec. 2, 7:30 pm & Sun. Dec. 3, 6:00 pm 

Pre-show Bar/Bat Mitzvah Dinner Donation: $18.00, $36.00 or 

$72.00. Charitable Tax receipt prOVided. 

This highly acclaimed one woman show transforms a tale of 
family secrets and lies into a story of power. strength and healing. 

Regular price: $29 • Subscriber Price: $18 

Two special interactive performances will be held complete with camp
style dinner -(kosher). actor-led sing along and a free camp t-shirt! 

Subscribers get a special price and seating priority 
for this special event. 

TO 

Canadian Premiere by 

James Sherman 

Directed by Sue Miner 

Oct. 26 - Nov. 5, 2000 
Berney Theatre 

"A little laugh, a little cry, 
a little slice of life." 

Three Generations of women whose 

lives span five decades of change tell 
their story with gentle humor. 

C '::::"':"E =-'R i 0 I A N 

Subscribing is easy! 

H~llo 
Muddah, 
H~llo -
fadduhf 

The Allan Sherman Hit Musical 

Conceived and written by 

Douglas Bernstein· 
& Rob Krausz 

Directed by Kayla Gordon 

Nov. 30 - Dec. I 0, 2000 
Berney Theatre 

"A party ... nutty and devine, 
it's a hoot'" 

Allan Sherman's hilarious songs and zany 
characters make this musical 

hit a celebration you won't want to miss. 

Subscribers get the best seats at the best price, plus you can exchange them to 

an alternate performance if you find you cannot attend on your scheduled night* 

* Exchanges must be completed 48 hours in advance. 

Season Ticket Prices· Prices include all 3 plays 

Regular Adult Stu/Sr 

Saturday $87.99 $75.00 $75.00 

Sun. - Thurs. $75.66 $63.00 $54.00 

Performance Options 

Saturday 8:30 pm Monday 8:00 pm 

Tuesday 8:00 pm Wednesday 8:00 pm 

Thursday . 8:00 pm Sunday 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

~ -E 
.. ~., Canadian Premiere by 4 ~ Arje Shaw 

C. ~~ DI~ed b, Kayla Gordon 

May 3 - 13, 200 I 
MTC Warehouse 
Theatre 

"A testament to the 

human spirit;' 

Rites of passage and reconciliation 
are rolled together in this powerful 
and poignant story. 

The Fi'fJe Press 
We're there for you 


