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·Canadian Jewish news · 

Slave labor 
compensation 
(Cont. from page AI.) . 

Two categories of pos
sible applicants have al
ready received early no
tices about the slave labor 
compensation. 

• Recipienls of Ger
man pensions, and 
Claims conference Arti
cle 2 Fund recipients who 
believe they are also eli
gible for slave labor com
pensation have already 
received letters. They, 
were asked to return dec
laration forms to be 
mailed to them in the next 
few weeks. 

Individuals who return 
either of the above decla
rations do not have to file 
another application. The 
Claims Conference will 
send out an acknowledge
ment letter to them. 

Perry Romberg, assist
ant to the director of 
commnity planning and 

. allocations for the UIAI 
Federation Toronto, said 
this week that the above 
letter already went out to 

MOSHE· RONEN, 
president, Canadian 
Jewish Congress: Slave 
labor and forced labor 
compensation agree
ment is a "long-awaited 
first step." 

"75 to 80 per cent" of 
Canadian survivors. 

The CJC's Ronen said 
individuals who did not 
receive letters but bel ieve 
they areeligible, may still 
submit an application 
form whel\ it is available 
this fall. 

Applicants will apply 
directly to the Claims 
Conference and will not 
have to pay a fee. 

The following are key 
definitions for payment 

under the German Foun
dation Initiative. 

• A "slave laborer" is 
defined as a person who 
was in a concentration 
camp, ghetto or under 
comparable confinement 
during the Second World 
War, and who was forced 
to work. Ask of Septem
ber 8, Somers didn't 
know the minimum 
length of time a survivor 
would have had to spend 

. in slave labor, to qualify 
for compensation. 

• A "forced laborer" is 
a person who was forced 
to work under certain con
ditions during the Sec
ond World War, but not 
included in the definition 
of a slave laborer. 

• Certain legal heirs will 
be entitled to apply on 
behalfofindividuals who 
passed away after Febru
ary 15, 1999. 

The maximum com
pensation for forced labor 
is 5,000 Deutsche marks 
($3,340 Canadian). There 
will be no reduction in 
payments for individuals 
who have received com
pensation from other 
funds, except for those 
who have received pay
ment from a private in
dustry fund; in this case, 
such payments may be 
deducted from their com
pensation under this ini
tiative. 

The Claims Conference 
will process applications 
from all former Jewish 
slave and forced laborers, 
except those currently 
residing in Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Ukraine, 
Russia and Belarus. 
These will be processed 
by their respective Rec
onciliation Foundations. 

The government of Germany recently passed I~islation authorizing 
payments to those who suffered in Nazi slave labour camps. Payment 
of successful claims will come from the Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany Inc. in New York. 

Specific details concerning criteria of eligibili~ and application 
p'rocedures will be forthcoming. We will inform the community of all 
the necessary details and how to get help in completing the appHcation 
forms. please look for specific announcements in your local community 
newspaper. For further information, please. caWl-888~440-1836. 

JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS OF CANADA; UNITED RESTITUTION 
ORGANIZATION (URO); CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS;. UJA FEDERATION OF 
GREATER TORONTO IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: FEDERATION GA, MONTREAL; 
ATLANTIC JEWISH COUNCIL; CALGARY JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL; JEWISH 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF. OTTAWA; JEWISH FEDERATION OF EDMONTON; 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER VANCOUVER; JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
WINNIPEG/COMBINED JEWISH APPEAL; LONDON JEWISH FEDERATION; UJA 
FEDERATION OF HAMILTON; UIA FEDERATIONS CANADA; WINDSOR JEWISH 
FEDERATION. 

Unclaimed Nazi-era assets: What to do? 
ByRON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - For 50 
years, the Jewish people 
have been engaging in 
hard-nosed negotiations 
with the GeniIan govern
ment for billions of dol
lars in restitution and 
compensation for the 
evils wrought by Nazism. 

It's all come to a head 
over the last five years, 
with more money for res
titution funds, expanded 
definitions of suffering, 
and liberalized eligibility 
criteria. Add to this con
fusing mix unclaimed 
war-era insurance poli
cies, looted gold and art
work, new payments for 

ELAN. STEINBERG, 
World Jewish Congress 
executive director: 

JACK SILVERSTONE, 
executive director, Ca
nadian Jewish Con
gress: "The needs of 
needy survivors should 
be given priority." 

"There are very differ
ent views in the survi
vor community." . 

one-time slave and forced labourers, 
and settlements from Swiss banks for 
seized accounts, and aging Holocaust 
survivors have faced a jumbled thicket 
of overlapping agencies, more choices 
and red tape. 

But the biggest and most wrenching 
battle may still loom ahead, and it could 
pit Jew against Jew: what to do with so
called residual funds - property, insur
ance policies and the like, worth hun
dreds of millions of dollars - for which 
there are no direct claimants or heirs . 

That's why, this month in New York, 
the World Jewish Congress announced 
a new mechanism that will determine 
how to distribute war-era Jewishassets 
which are not earmarked for claims un
der current negotiations. 

The tentatively called Foundation for 
the Jewish People was to be unveiled at 
a gala dinner honoring WJC president 
Edgar Bronfman, and attended by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, both fresh from 
the United Nations Millennium Summit 
of world leaders. The gala and day-long 
\VJC executive meeting preceding it 
were also attended by Canadian Jewish 
Congress President Moshe Ronen and 
National Executive Director Jack 
Silverstone. 

The foundation was actually estab
lished in June in Jerusalem to address a 
vexing issue, one that has yet to fully 
bloom: should unclaimed assets be used 
to fund Holocaust education around the 
world, or go directly to survivors, many 
of whom need the money for immediate 
needs? . 

"It's not an easy problem," conceded 
Elan Steinberg, the WJC's executive 
director, in a CJN telephone interview 
from New York. "There are very differ
ent views in the survivor community." 

Nothing is preventing funds from go
ing both to survivors and Holocaust 
education, museums and research, but 
as Steinberg notes, a microcosm of the 
debate is best seen in south Florida. 
There, leaders in the survivor commu
nity, which numbers at least 15,000, 
have mounted a vocal campaign, saying 
all money from unclaimed assets should 
go to surv ivors for health care and social 
welfare. . 

They say their needs are immediate 
and pressing: home and nursing care, 
rent, medication, sometimes even food. 
They also underscore a sobering statis
tic: of the world's estimated 250,000 
survivors, 1,000 die each month. 

"As long as there are survivors who 
are old and sick and needy, they are the 

first· obligation," Roman Kent, chair of 
the influential American Gathering of 
Holocaust Survivors, was quoted as say
ing recently. 

Few disagree that the need is greatest 
in the former Soviet Union, where poor 
Jews, including survivors, receive 3 
million hot meals and 800,000 food pack- . 
ages.a year, funded by the sale of un~ 
claimed Jewish property in the former 
East Germany. As.well, 18,000 survi
vors in the former Soviet Union, Israel 
and the Un i ted States receive home care, 
also as a result of the sale of East Ger
man assets. 

But in Canada, at least, an opposite 
view was sounded by Michael 
Rosenberg, acting president of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors of Canada. Em
phasizing that he was expressing a per
sonal opinion, Rosenberg said the "bulk" 
of unclaimed assets should go to "the 
Jewish educational process." 

"Most survivors (here) have done well 
forthemselves. They're not in any bread
lines," he said. "Sometimes, an indi
vidual's greed exceeds his morality." In 
Canada, some of the money could go 
toward offsetting the high cost of a pri
vate Jewish education, he suggested. 
Other funds could go for communal 
outreach to the Jewish elderly and needy 
survivors, Rosenberg said. 

Asked to estimate what proportion of 
his organization's members would want 
to see unclaimed assets go toward survi
vors versus community endeavors, 
Rosenberg said: "It's probably 50-50." 
But the CJC's Silverstone, who is not a 
survivor, believes the lion's share of 
unclaimed war-era assets should go to 
survivors who need help. 

"The needs of needy survivors should 
be given every priority. I think that's the 
consensus in the Jewish world," 
Silverstone told The CJNbefore leaving 
for the WJC meeting. "Research and 
commemoration are also important, but 
far less than responding to the needs of 
survivors." His view could be buttressed 
by a new study on poverty among Cana
dian Jews. 

The study, by Carleton University 
Professor Allan Moscovitch, found that 
one in six Jews in Canada is poor (CJN, 
Aug. 31). It also found that nearly 21' 
percent of Jews aged 65 and over were 
living in poverty, compared with 17 
percent of all Canadians in that age 
group. That would include many Holo
caust survivors. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 
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Give Diaspora· a say on 
Jerusalem's future: Hecht 
By JANICE ARNOLD 

MONTREAL - An "estates-general of the Jewish 
people" should be called before the Israeli government 
makes any decision that would alter the status of 
Jerusalem, says Thomas Hecht, chair of the Canada
Israel Committee, Quebec Region. 

Speaking at a fund-raiser for the Canadian Institute 
for Jewish Research (CIJR), Hecht said it must be 
impressed upon the Israeli leadership that "a large part 
of the Diaspora" believes, like he does, that Israel 
should maintain full control over all of the city. 

Since the Camp David Summit in July failed to reach 
an agreement, there have been reports that the govern
mentofEhud Barak is looking at various models which 
will allow the Palestinians some sovereignty over parts 
ofeastlerusalem. Hecht predicted "dire" consequences 
if Israel relinquishes its authority over any of Jerusa
iem. "I'm asking Jews to convey to Israel, what so 
many of us harbour so deep in our hearts, that a Jewish 
Jerusalem must be preserved," said Hecht. 

Hecht· was borrowing the term "estates-general" 
from the Quebec government, which is about to em
bark on an lengthy examination of the status of the 
French language under that title. He later explained to 
The CJN that what he is seeking has had numerous 
precedents. . . 

When an important issue affecting Israel arIses that 
also has an impact on the Diaspora, Israeli leaders have 
convened "solidarity meetings". They have been held 
by prime ministers Golda Meir, Menachem Begin, 
Yitzhak Rabin, and, most recently, by Yitzhak Shamir 
and Shimon Peres, in the 1980s when U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker caused a furore when he threatened 
to cut off credits to Israel, Hecht said. 

"The potential division of Jerusalem is not only ~n 
Israeli issue; it is an issue for every Jew," Hecht SaId. 
"Jerusalem is the indivisible capital, not only ofIsrael, 
but of the Jewish people. It belongs to all Jews, not only 
Israeli Jews." Hecht said he has floated his idea with 
Israelis of different political parties and Zionist leaders 
in the U.S. '~I am not a voice in the wilderness on this," 
he said. 

Hecht, a longtime Likud sympathizer, quoted Rabin 
as writing in 1993: "The struggle for the status and the 
future of Jerusalem still lies ahead. We, of course, shall 
not budge an inch from our historical positions - united 
Jerusalem remains the permanent capital of Israel and 
the Jewish people under Israeli sovereignty." Hecht 
says he fears Israel has reached the stage of negotiating 
"the peace of the exhausted - a peace at the cost of 
surrendering the very symbols of our Jewish identifica
tion. " 

Hecht, a member of the CIJR board of directors, said 
world Jewry should not hesitate to confront Isra~1 over 
this issue. "We cannot create any more of a split than 
already exists," he said. Hecht's idea appeared to have 
the endorsement of the guest speaker at the CIJR event, 
Morton Klein, national president ofthe Zionist Organi
zation of America, a right-of-centre Israel lobby group. 

Klein emphasized that, aside from security consid
erations, Israelis have "a moral right" to the land they 
now control, because it is "holy" to them. "When the 
media speak of 'historically Arab east Jerusalem', they 
are wrong. Jerusalem has always been Jewish, since the 
reign of King David 3,000 years ago. As far bac~ as the 
mid-1800s, Jews werea majority in cast Jerusalem." 

Klein stated emphatically that Jerusalem is not holy 
to Islam. Whereas Jews have always prayed to Jerusa
lem and the Bible is full of references to it, Klein said, 
Muslims pray to Mecca and there is not one mention of 
Jerusalem in the Koran. "The proof that east Jerusalem 
is not holy to Muslims is the way the Ar~bs treated it 
from 1948 to 1967 when they controlled It. It became 
a slum," he said. . 

Yassir Arafat's insistence on having east Jerusalem 
is "simply a way to take our heart and soul away. fro~ 
us. If Arafat get east Jerusalem, that's not where It WIll 
end." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 

B'nai Brith urges de la Rua td correct years of inaction 
Mystery of '94 Jewish Community Centre bombing still unsolved 

OTTAWA - At meet- tragic attack and 300 oth- to rumours of corruption. big question remains. 
ings this month in Ottawa ers were injured. The President de la Rua came Why after the tragic 
with Argentina's presi- atrocity came just two into office last December bombing in Oklahoma 
dent, Fernandodela Rua, years after the bombing "The new President is City was the United States 
B 'nai Brith Canada was of the Israe.1i E~b~ssy in clearly interested in dia- able to mobilize thou-
to strongly urge the pres i- the same CIty, kll!mg 29 logue with the Jewish sands of federal officers, 
dent to intensify the pace people and woundmg 250 Community and in fur- track down and quickly 
of the long-standing in- moBre'

h 
k k I thering the investiga- try and convict the mur-

vestigation into the 1994 °tht attac
t 

hS too
f 

dPeaclea tion," noted Rochelle derers, while in Argen-
bombing of the Jewish on e wa co. . . . f h' 
Community Centre in Rua's predecessor, WIlner, natIOnal chaIr of tma a ter more t an SIX 
Buenos Aires. Eighty-six Carlos Menem, whose the Institute for Intema- years little progress has 
people were killed in the administration gave rise tional Affairs, "but, the been made?" 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

9;1uv waif 'letiJteI~ ~~ mean/; fAy lk 
Welcome to Portsmomh Retirement Rl':;idence, Winnlpeg's newestalld most· . 

exquisite choice fOl'scniors. (..c}("!1ted in the distinguished neighbourhood 

of'll.Ixedo, we present YOll with the finest amenities and services to enrich 

your retirement years. Call us today for more information abollt this 

exceptional new residence 

• 24 Hc)ur On Site Staff • V:uicty of Accommodation Styles 

• Social & Recreational Programs • Full Service E!egant Dining Room 

• Private Bus for Excursions • Housekeeping & Laundry Service 

125 PORTSMOU1Ti BLVD., WINNIPEG 

(204)284-5432 

, 


