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u~s~ Jewish news 

Barak good-humored, defiant in talks with U.S. Jewish leaders 
By MICHAEL J. JOR-
DAN . 
. NEW YORK (JTA)
Efforts to arrange another 
peace summit with 
Yasser Arafat may have 
failed, but it seems Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak did not leave New 
York completely empty
handed. After a round of 
meetings with world lead
ers and regional powers 
at the UN Millennium 
Summit, Barak and his 
delegation were cheered 
by what they say is a pal
pable shift in international 
opinion: in favoroflsrael 
and its willingness to "go 
the extra mile" in nego
tiations with thePalestin
ians, and against Arafat 
for his intransigence and 
inflexibility. 

There is reportedly puz
zlement and consterna-' 
tion that Arafat continues 
to reject what is presum
ably the best offer an Is
raeli leader can make. Is
rael is accustomed to gen
erally hostile treatment by 
the United Nations. But 
in meeting after meeting 
two weeks ago with heads 
of state ranging from 
Jacques Chirac of France 

EHUD BARAK, Israeli 
prime minister: He said 
he operates by "inner 
compass." 

and Gerhard Schroeder of 
Germany to Yoshiro Mori 
of Japan and 

-Abdurrahman Wahid of 
I ndonesia, the Israel i del
egation was surprised by 
how well their peace ef
forts have been received, 
said Colette Avital, a 
member of the Knesset 
who traveled with Barak. 

"It's almost not even 
necessary to convince 
people of our 'position," 
Avital, a former counsel 
general in New York, told 
JTA. "They see we've 
done our utmost and that 
the ball is in the other 
court." Still, world opin-
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ion may not be enough to 
keep Barak in power. So 
it is not surprising that 
Barak soon appeared to 
be turning his focus to 
Jewish public opinion and 
Israeli domestic issues. 
Barak spoke twice at 
length to American Jews 
on September 10: for 90 

. minutes to the Confer
ence of presidents of 
Major American Jewish 
Organizations, then for 
another hour in a folksy 
gathering of students, 
volunteers and profes
sionals of the United J ew
ish Appeal of New York. 

During the meetings, 
Barak, appearing upbeat 
and good-humored, de
fended his apparent will
ingness to compromise on 
Jerusalem, touted hiseco
nomic record, pledged to 
heal the yawning reli
gious-secular schism that 
plagues the Jewish state, 
and vowed to fight if the 
opposition attempts to 
bring him down. At the 
first meeting, held in a . 

. mirrored, glittery hotel 
conference room, the au
dience, perhaps cautious 
not to antagonize the Is
raeli premier, asked gen
erally gentle,softball 
questions. 

Yet the niceties ended 
with a question from 
Morton Klein, president 
of the Zionist Organiza
tion of America. Klein 
articulated what seemed 
to be at the fore of most 
minds, pressing Barak on 
concessions he has been 
willing to make regard
ing Jerusalem's religious 
sites and· historic quar
ters. 
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. Klein noted the oppo
sition it has generated 
from Shimon Peres, Leah 
Rabin .and one public 
opinion poll. 

Rabin, in fact, was 
quoted two weeks ago 
saying her husband, as'
sassinated in November 
1995, would be "spinning 
in his grave" if he knew 
what had been offered to 
the Palestinians. Klein 
then went one step fur
ther, asking Barak what 
mandate he has to even 
offer such concessions. "I 
have a mandate through 
the baIlot, not the polIs," 
Barak responded, adding 
that he operates "not by 
'weather vane, but by in
ner compass." 

He had eatlier spoken 
of the "calculated risks" 
he was ready to take to 
achieve peace, but now, 
shaking his fist as if bang
ing an invisible gavel, 
Barak declared, "There 
wiII never be an Israeli 
'leader who wiII give up 
sovereignty over the 
Temple Mount to the Pal
estinians." 

The statement drew 
loud applause, as it did at 
the second gathering, 
when Barak. repeated it 
almost verbatim. After
ward, dozens of Jewish 
leaders· crowded around 
Barak, straining to shake 
his hand. The second 
event, at UJA headquar
ters, was held under tight 
security. 

Invitation-only guests, 
numbering some 300, 
began arriving two-and
a-half hours early, as se
curity guards swept 
through the building with 
bomb-sniffing dogs. 
Rather than address the 
audience from the front, 
Barak sat on a bar stool, 
surrounded by the crowd, 
in an American-style 
town haIl me~ting. 

Again, asked about the 
peace process, Barak an
swered with a series of 
expressions tailored to an 
American audience, like 
"It takes two to tango" 
and "We 'II leaveno stone 
unturned." 

The audience asked an 
array of questions, from 
smoking-related deaths in 
Israel, to helping raise the 
standard ofliving for Pal
estinians, to uniting the 
various religious denomi
nations. 

Indeed, the pluralism 
issue was a hot topic at 
both meetings. 

While threatening to 
abolish Israel's Ministrv 
of Religious Affair~, 
Barak said he "never ini
tiated a secular revolu
tion. " 

HILLARY CLINTON, 
first lady: Favorite 
among Jewish voters in 
New York Senate race. 
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JONATHAN POL
LARD, serving life sen
tence for spying for Is
rael: The first lady is 
considering meeting 
with his wife, but has no 
say in any review of his 
sentence. 

Clinton administration enters 
fray in race for N. Y. Jewish votes 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - In the latest fighting for 
the crucial Jewish vote in the U.S. Senate race in New 
York, a new player - the Clinton administration - has 
entered the fray. The White House recently released a 
1998 photo of the Republican candidate, Rep. Rick 
Lazio (R-N.Y.), shaking hands with Palestinian Au
thority President Yasser Arafat during the congress
man's trip to the Middle East. At the same time, the fate 

. of Jonathan Pollard became a campaign issue amid 
questions aboutthe role of his opponent in the Novem
ber election, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, in 
preventing the convicted spy's transfer to a new prison. 

White House officials said they released the Arafat 
photo because Lazio had criticized President Clinton 
for shaking Cuban leader Fidel Castro' s~ hand two 
weeks ago at the UN Millennium Summit in New York 
and had criticized Hillary Clinton for kissing Arafat's 
wife, Suha, during a visit to the West Bank last year. 
But Lazio criticized the Clinton administration for 
spending "taxpayer dollars" on the first lady's cam
paign. He has complained from the beginning that 
HilJary Clinton enjoys an unfair advantage because she 
has the resources of the administration. 

The incident shows how each side sorely wants to 
score points with Jewish voters. The race is a statistical 
dead heat. But according to two Zogby International 
polls in the past few weeks, Clinton is the favorite 
among Jewish voters. In one poll, Clinton led Lazio by 
a margin of 52-34 percent; the second poll had her 
ahead by 70-23 percent. Lazio spokesman Michael 
Marr claimed the smaller margin was a more accurate 
barometer of the electorate, but admitted that the cam
paign needed to "hold its own" with the Jewish vote. 

Another politically sensitive issue for the Jewish 
community that showed up on the campaign trail 
recently was the case of Pollard, the former U.S. Navy 
analyst serving a life sentence in aU .S. jail for spying 
for Israel. While a senator's influence on the case is 
dubious, the issue is still tossed about like a political 
football. Clinton spokeswoman Cathy Levine said the 
first lady is considering meeting with Pollard's wife, 
Esther. Pollard supporters say his sentence was too 
harsh, noting that Americans convicted of spying for 
enemies of the U.S. have received lighter sentences 
than Pollard's. In 1998 at the Wye Plantation peace 
summit, then-Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Ne~anyahu pressured Clinton to take the case under 
revIew. . 

Netanyahu claimed Clinton had promised to let Pol
lard go free. Soon after, the president said he would 
make the decision in "a prompt way." The administra
tion is still reviewing the Pollard case and is expected 
to make a recommendation to the president, according 
to administration officials. PJ. Crowley, a spokesman 
for the National Security Council, told JT A that the 
review of the Pollard case is "ongoing" and that there 
is no timetable for its resolution. Crowley said HiJlary 
Clinton is not involved in the review process. 

On CNN's "Evans Novak Hunt & Shields" two 
weekends ago, White House Chief ofStaffJohn Podesta 
said the president would not make a decision on Pollard 
until he gets a recommendation. 

U.S.' Jewish news 

Holocaust survivors, heirs to 
get most of Swiss settlement 
By MITCHELL DANOW 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Jewish organizations looking 
for a piece of a historic $1.25 billion U.S. Swiss bank 
settlement are likely to be disappointed. 

Instead, payments from the fund are likely to go 
solely to Holocaust ~urvivors or their heirs, according 
to a document submItted to a U.S. court overseeing the 
settlement. The distribution plan delivered to the court 
last week sets a November 6 deadline forresponses. On 
November 20, U.S. District Court Judge Edward 
Korman; who is overseeing the settlement, will hold a 
public hearing to review any comments that have been 
submitted. 

After that, the court will decide what the actual 
distribution plan will be, and claimants will be in
formed how to submit applications. 

The distribution plan earmarks most of the fund -
$800 million U.S. - to survivors or their heirs who are 
holders of dormant World War II-era accounts that 
they were unable to recover from Swiss banks. 

The plan - citing a report issued last year by a panel 
that conducted a three-year audit of Swiss banks -
estimates that .as many as 26,000 of these accounts 
probably belonged to victims of Nazi persecution. 
Account holders are the primary recipients of the 
settlement, which Switzerland's leading banks first 
agreed to in August 1998. The settlement was reached 
amid allegations that the banks were hoarding the 
wealth of Holocaust victims. 

The distribution plan - drawn up by Judah Gribetz, a 
court-appointed official known as a special master -
also designates several other beneficiary classes: * 
Slave and forced laborers who worked for German 
companies wiII receive at least $500 U.S. each, plus 
another $500 U.S. after all claims are processed; * 
Slave and forced laborers who worked for Swiss
owned companies wiII receive the same amount. An 
estimated 100 Swiss firms used up -to 5,000 such 
workers in Nazi-run plants, mainly in German towns 
near the Swiss border; * Anyone who was admitted to . 
Switzerland as a refugee during the war and was 
subsequently detained or mistreated will be eligible to 
receive a maximum of $500 U.S. An estimated 3,000 
people are expected to file such claims; * Refugees 
denied entry into, or expelled from, Switzerland may 
receive between $1,250 U.S. and $2,500 U.S. About 
17,000 people are expected to file under this category; 
* The proposal also earmarks $100 mill ion U.S. to 
compensate those whose property was looted during 
the war. Ofthis, 90 percent wiII be distributed to Jews, 
10 percent to non-Jews. The fund also designates $10 
million U.S. to create a Holocaust memorial founda
tion. 
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ELAN STEINBERG, 
executive director, 
World Jewish Con
gress: Banquet raised 
funds for Holocaust re
search. 

WJC defends 
fundraiser as 
appropriate 
'thank you' 

By MICHAEL J. JOR
DAN 

NEW YORK (JT A) -
The World Jewish Con
gress succeeded in rais
ing close to $1 million 
U.S. last week at a black
tie banquet here, which 
also honored a dozen 
American and Israeli pub
lic officials for their sup
port of the Holocaust res
titution process. But the 
WJC windfall from the 
event - which included as 
honorees President 
Clinton and his wife, U.S. 
Senate candidate Hillary 
Rodham Clinton - seems 
to have come with a heavy 
pnce. 

The WJC is now under 
fire on several fronts, in
cluding from many Holo
caust survivors, who are 
clamoring for compensa
tion to subsidize their 
health-care costs and are 
offended by the notion of 
any sort of celebration re
lated to the Holocaust. 
Rick Lazio, New York's 
Republican candidate for 
the U.S. Senate, was also 
angered, charging that the 
WJC was playing poli
tics by inviting Hillary 
Clinton and not him. WJC 
officials, however, were 
un fazed. The funds raised 
will be allotted for Holo
caust research, said Elan 
Steinberg, WJC's execu
tive director. 

And such an event was 
necessary, he said, be
cause the WJC has not 
pocketed "one penny" as 
itspearheaded a four-year 
battle for Holocaust res
titution that has extracted 
$9 billion U.S. from the 
likes of the Swiss banks 
and German government 
and industry. 

When asked whether 
the fund raiser, publicly 
announced two weeks 
ago, was worth the ensu
ing bad press, Steinberg 
told JTA: "It's done no 
harm to the WJC reputa
tion." 
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Israel will hold most world's Jews 
by 2080, according to projections 
By GAYLE HORWITZ 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - Migration to Is
rael is expected to almost 
doublethecountry'sJew
ish population to !O mil
lion by 2080. 

Meanwhile, the 
number of Jews living in 
the United States is ex
pected to drop by a third
to just 3.8 million. World
wide, the numberof Jews 
is estimated to rise 
slightly during the next 
80 years - eventually hit
ting 15 million. 

These projections are 
at the core of a new de
mographic study of world 
Jewish population trends 
that was published last 
week in the American 
Jewish Yearbook 2000, 
produced by the Ameri
can Jewish Committee. 

The article, "Prospect
ing the Jewish Future: 
Popul ation Projections, 
2000-2080," predicts fu
ture Jewish population 
trends in the Un i ted States 
and Israel, as well as in 
the former Soviet Union, 
Europe, Latin America 
and other Jewish popula
tion centers throughout 
the world. 

Based on existing data 
from studies commis
sioned independently by 
world Jewish communi
ties, the report was 
authored by a trio oflead
ing demographers from 
Hebrew University in Je-
rusalem: Sergio 
DeIlaPergola, Uzi 
Rebhun and Mark Tolts. 

The study portrays 
change over the next 80 
years, as the composition 
of world Jewry surges in 
Israel and dwindles else
where in the world. 

As early as 20 I 0, Israel 
and the United States -
which currently is home 
to the largest number of 
Jews - are expected to be 
equal. 

By the middle of the 
century, Israel will be 
home to the majority of 
the world 'sJews, particu
larly Jewish youth. An es-. 
timated 77 to 86 percent 
of all Jews under the age 
of 15 will live in Israel by 
the year 2080. 

Meanwhile, the per
centage of elderly Jews 
in the Diaspora will con
tinue to increase, espe
cially as baby boomers 
hit 65 during the next 20 
years. 

By 2080, more than 40 
percent of all DiasP9ra 
Jews will be 65 and over. 
This trend, coupled with 
low fertility rates, will 
likely extinct communi-

ties such as those the 
formerSoviet Union. The 
study's findings, which 
carry with them enor
mous political implica
tions for the United States 
and Israel, may surprise 
the American Jewish 
community in particular. 

"It'sgoingto be awake
up call," said Lawrence 
Grossman, editor of the 
American Jewish Year 
Book. "American Jews 
are in a Golden Age. 
We've never had it so 
good. But there is a cloud 
on the horizon." 

According to the study, 
the decline in numbers of 
Jews in North America is 
expected to accelerate 
after the 2030s. 

North America Jewry 
will make up an even 
larger share of the 
Diaspora Jewish popula
tion than it does today, as 
Jewish populations 
around the world outside 
of Israel will decrease. 
Longer life expectancy, 
low fertility rates and di
minished Jewish identi-

fication will likely be the 
chief causes of the plunge. 

"The future demo
graphic development of 
North American Jewry 
will depend on the present 
generation's ability ~o 
transmit a Jewish iden
tity to the next," con-

. cJ uded the demographers 
in the study_ "This will 
depend on ongoing pat
terns of marriage and 
child-rearing. " 

Results of the popula
tion study imply a major 
alteration in the relation
ship between Israel and 
the Diaspora is under 
way, the report said. 

As the number of Is
raeli Jews grow, the coun
try wiII have to provide 
for its own economic 
well-being with less help 
from the Diaspora. 

Israel will also take the 
lead in fostering Jewish 
educational and cultural 
continuity worldwide, as 
Diaspora Jews put their 
increasingly limited fi
nances toward caring for 
their local communities. 
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