
A26 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS. Wednesday. September 20. 2000 

World Jewish news 

Around the Jewish world Around the Jewish world 

Jewish center opens in death ~amp's shadow Czech Jews rebury remains in 
saga of burial ground dispute 
By MAGNUS BENNETT By RUTH E. GRUBER mous Nazi death camp 

was built. OSWIECIM, Poland 
(JT A) - A prayer and 
study center honoring 
Jewish life has opened 
near the place that for 
more than half a century 
has been the paramount 
symbol of Jewish death. 
Jordan's Prince Hassan 
joined Roman Catholic 
clergy, Polish, U.S. and 
Israeli officials and Holo
caust survivors in an emo
tional ceremony Septem
ber 12 dedicating the 
AuschwitzJewish Center 

PRINCE HASSAN of 
Jordan: Hejoined in the 
emotional ceremony. 

The center complex, 
which includes study, 
prayer and educational 
facilities, encompasses 
the lone remaining syna
gogue in Oswiecim - the 
Chevra Lomdei 
Mishnayot Synagogue -
which has been fully re
stored. It is the only ac
tive Jewish institution 
near the site of the 
Auschwitz death camp. 
"There is in today' s cer
emony a message of hope, 

in Oswiecim - the town 
outside which the infa-

Disco near Auschwitz not appropriate 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

OSWIECIM, Poland (JT A) - The 
Polish government has joined Jewish 
groups in criticizing the opening of a 
disco near Auschwitz and wants the own
ers to move it to another location. But the 
mayor Qf Oswiecim - the town near the 
former death camp -said last week that 
the city needed outside financial help to 
do so and also to resolve other questions 
of commercial use of property associated 
with Holocaust suffering. 

"We are confident that this problem 
will be solved. Butourtown needs help," 
Mayor Jozef Krawczyk told leaders of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center on Sep-

tember II. "The local government is too 
weak to buy all real estate marked by 
blood and suffering." The Los Angeles
based Wiesen thaI Center has been at the 
forefront of Jewish protests against the 
disco, which opened last month in a 
sprawling structure on a main road a 
mile or so from the former Auschwitz
Birkenau death camp where the Nazis 
killed nearly 1.5 million people, most of 
them Jews. Authorities in Oswiecim 
consented at the time to the disco, say
ing the building was outside a zone 
where activities that could be offensive 
to the memory of concentration camp 
victims are prohibited. 
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of tikvah," said Hassan, 
who attended the cer
emony in his capacity as 
moderator of the World 
Conference of Religion 
and Peace. "After sur
vival comes revival," he 
said. "The message here 
is that death is not the end 
of life." Hassan, the 
brother of the late King 
Hussein, noted that he 
was aware of the "deli
cate nature" of his par
ticipation in the cer
emony. 

But, he added, "further 
understanding through 
sharing in our common 
humanity is a duty of con
science." Former Knesset 
speaker Shevach Weiss, 
a Holocaust survivor 
from Poland who is now 
the chairman of the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust Me
morial in Jerusalem, 
hugged Hassan warmly 
and welcomed his pres
ence. 

"The fact that you are 
here with us is a symbol 
of the continuity of mak
ing peace," he said. 

PRAGUE (JTA) - A dispute surrounding one of 
Europe's oldest Jewish burial sites in Prague has taken 
a dramatic twist, as the remains of 157 bodies removed 
from the site for research were privately reburied here. 
The September 8 reburial ceremony, conducted by 
Czech Chief Rabbi Karol Sidon, bypassed a major 
sticking point in negotiations between the local Jewish 
community and the site's owners over the fate of the 
remains, which were removed some months ago. 

The owner of the site, insurance company Ceska 
pojistovna, gained permission two years ago to build a 
high-rise apartment block and underground garage 
there. 

But when construction workers found the Jewish 
cemetery, it became the focus of attention of Orthodox 
groups dedicated to preserving Jewish heritage. The 
issue first hit the international stage last year, when 
misinformation was relayed over the Internet that the 
burial site was Prague's famous Old Jewish Cemetery, 
which lies half a mile away. In March, following 
meetings with local and international Jewish repre
sentatives and the insurance company, the Czech gov
ernment announced that construction could proceed as 
long as the remains of several hundred Jews were left 
undisturbed. 

Czech Jewish leaders said that the September 8 
religious ceremony, which was held in the New Jewish 
Cemetery, marked an end to months of wrangling over 
the site at Vladislavova Street. But foreign-based Or
thodox Jews, who have staged a series of protests over 
the construction in recent months, said they were 
"shocked and astonished" at the claim that the issue 
was now resolved and vowed to continue their.fight to 
halt all building work at the Vladislavova Street site. 
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arid! Israeli news 

News analysis I'!te!'net input could help create 
dictionary of centuries-old tongue 
By VLAST A KOVAC 

ZAGREB, Croatia (JTA) - The Internet may prove 
a valuable tool for preserving a language spoken by 
Jews for 500 years. Sephardi Jews from around the 
worl? ~ould ~el~ comp~le a dictionary of Ladino by 
pr?vl~mg theIr mput vIa the Internet, according to 
Wmfne~ Bus~e, a pro~essor of philology at the Berlin 
Free UnIve~slty .. Makmg the suggestion at a recent 
conference m the southern Croatian city ofDubrovnik 
Busse said the Internet could serve as a global work~ 
shop ~or peo~le t.o create the dictionary. 

Palestinians again learn Arafat calls all the shots 

Ladmo, whIch. IS also kn~wn as Judeo-Spanish, dates 
back to the SpanIsh ExpulsIon of 1492, when it became 
a specifically Jewish language. Several dialects are 
still spoken in t~e Balkans. In recent years, there has 
been a boom ~f mter~st !n the language among young 
people, espeCIally wlthm Israel. During the confer
ence, Busse.suggested that speakers of Ladino could 
use the Internet to provide words, sentences, phrases, 
proverbs, even whole stories, using Ladino. 
~he so~tware f?r such a dictio~ary was created by the 

PhIlologIcal InstItute of the UnIversity of Cologne in 
Germany, he said, adding that it has already been used 
to make a dictionary of the language used on the 
Mediterranean island of Sardinia. A dictionary ofLadino 
could take one of two forms, he said. It could include 
all the varieties of the language that are known in 
various regions. Or it could create out of all the varie
ties a common, standard Ladino. 

He added that the choice of how to proceed would 
have to be made by the Alta Autoridad de Ladino - the 
High Authority for the Ladino Language - a body 
created by Israel's Knesset. 

. WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

German teens tried in racist assault 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Four German teen-agers went 

on trial for allegedly assaulting and chasing two Afri
can men in July. The incident is one of a spate of racist 
and anti-Semitic incidents in Germany this summer 
that have led to a government crackdown on neo
Nazism. 

Barnes and Noble, ADL team up 
NEW YORK (JT A) - The Barnes and Noble book 

chain and the Anti-Defamation League are announcing 
a campaign to combat racism and anti-Semitism in the 
United States. The ADL's new book, "Hate Hurts," is 
the centerpiece of the "Close the Book on Hate" cam
paign, which is designed to help children, teachers and 
parents eliminate hate in their communities. Web site 
offers Lieberman yarmulkas NEW YORK (JT A) - A 
Web site is selling red, white and blue yarmufkas in 
honor of Sen. Joseph Lieberman's candidacy for U.S. 
vice president. 

Lynching remark sparks criticism 
NEW YORK (JT A) - A rabbi in Atlanta is asking 

the National Football League to censure a part-owner 
of the Atlanta Falcons team for comments he made 
about the 1915 lynching of a Jewish pencil factory 
manager. Rabbi Steven Lebow said he made the com
plaint after Tom Watson Brown said Leo Frank was 
lynched because his supporters bought off then-Gov. 
John Slaton, who pardoned Frank for the murder of 13-
year-old Mary Phagan. The case was essential in the 
formation of the Anti-Defamation League. 

Book: Church awaits conversions 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A top Vatican official says in 

an upcoming book that the Roman Catholic Church 
hopes Jews will someday embrace Christianity, ac
cording to the German magazine Focus. The book by 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger says "Catholics don't want 
to impose Christ on the Jews, but they are waiting for 
the moment when Israel too says yes to Christ," the 
magazine reported. 

Web site features Olympians 
NEW YORK (JT A) - A Web site is featuring Jewish 

athletes slated to participate in the upcoming Summer 
Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia, which begin 
September 15. The site, www.jewishsports.com!jewsinl 
olympics.htm, features links to some of the athlete.:~' 
own home pages. 

By GIL SEDAN 
JERUSALEM (JTA) 

- Vasser Arafat has done 
!t again. Despite strong 
mternal pressures to go 
ahead and declare inde
pendence on September 
13, as he had promised to 
do, the Palestinian Au
thority president last 
week convinced an advi
sory body ofthe PLO, the 
Palestinian Central Coun
cil, to defer the declara
tion. In the past, Arafat 
would say, "Whoever 
does not like our deter
mination to declare our 
state on September \3 can 
go drink the waters of 
Gaza." 

Last week, he and 
eother Palestinian offi
cials had to indulge in 
some verbal acrobatics to 
explain 'the change of 
heart. For his part, Arafat 
argued that a Palestinian 
state already exists, 
thereby making the need 
for a declaration less than 
pressmg. 

Negotiator Nabil 
Sha' ath characterized the 
council's decision to post
pone the declaration as 
part of an effort to keep 
the faltering Israeli-Pal
estinian negotiations on 
track and to "give peace 
yet another chance." 
Once again, the Palestin
ian public learned last 
week that there is little 
alternative to Arafat' s 
decisions. 

During its two days of 
meetings two weekends 
ago in the Gaza Strip, the 
Palestinian Central Coun
cil gave Arafat the pre
rogative to set the date 
for declaring independ
ence, "depending on 
progress in the negotia
tions"_ with Israel. The 
council also decided "to 
begin the process of 
building the sovereignty 
of a Palestinian state" -
incl uding setting up elec
tions and working toward 
membership in the United 
Nations - and said pre
paratory committees 
would present their re
ports on such issues to 
the council no later than 
November 15. 

That date was selected 
because it is a historic 
anniversary: On Novem
ber 18, 1988, the Pales
tine National Council 
proclaimed independ
ence during a meeting in 
Algiers. During its week
end meeting, the council 
made no commitmen t that 
November 15 is the new 
target date for declaring 
independence. Instead, 
the door was left open for 

YASSER A AT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: Postponed 
declaration of Palest in
ian statehood .. 

negotiations with Israel. 
Israeli officials applauded 
the decision to postpone 
the declaration -but they 
said it was predictable, 
given the position of the 
international community. 

After the failure of the 
Camp David summit in 
July, Arafat made the 

rounds of world capitals 
to drum up supp.ort for a 
Palestinian state. Nearly 
everywhere he went, 
Arafat received the same 
message: Don't take uni
lateral steps that could 
hurt the peace process. 
Given such reactions, 
Arafat had little choice 
but to postpone the decla
ration, say Israeli analysts. 

They agree that despite 
his earl ier uncompromis
ing statements -including 
his patented "go drink the 
waters ofGaza" comment 
- Arafat wants the peace 
process to continue. 
"Arafat has proven that 
in order to attain sover
eignty on sacred sites, one 
could disregard sacred 
dates," political analyst 
Oded Granot wrote in the 
Israeli daily Ma'ariv. 

Two of Arafat's clos
est advisers, Abdullah 
Horani and Nabil Amer, 
were quoted September 
II as saying that the Pal
estinians simply have no 
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alternative but to engage 
in continued political dia
logue w.ith Israel. They 
downplayed the option of 
a violent confrontation as 
a way of convincing the 
Israelis to be more flex
ible - out of concern that 
violence may only harden 
the Israel i stand, and pos
sibly lead to the creation 
of a national unity gov
ernment between Labor 
and Likud. 

As a face-saving ge~
ture, Arafat gave the Pal
estinian Central Council 
the green light to initiate 
steps that would create 
the infrastructure for the 
soon-to-be-announced 
Palestinian state. 

According to a state
ment issued at the end of 
its weekend meetings, the 
council declared that the 
interim period of peace
making with Israel is over 
as of September 13. What 
precisely this means has 
been the subject of some 
debate. 
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