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World news 

Behind the headlines 

By MICHAEL J. JOR
DAN 

jail time for the "Iran 10," 
but American Jewish ad
vocates insist it's not 
nearly enough. 

Advocates/or Iranianjewsre/use to give up the cause 
NEW YORK (JTA) -, 

Iran appears to have made 
a concession by reducing Decrying the "justice 

~efurbished synagogue opens in Ukraine 
The newly refurbished Choral Synagogue in 
Dnepropetrovsk in the Ukraine, reopened Septem-
ber 20. Copyright: lsranet. . 

Last week the Choral Synagogue in Dnepropetrovsk 
in the Ukraine was due to reopen after complete inte
rior and exterior refurbishment. In December, 1996, 
the synagogue building was returned to the local com
munity on the instructions of the Ukrainian president. 
In 1998, a decision mis made to reconstruct the syna
gogue and in April, 1999, work was started. The 
synagogue was the successor of four wooden syna
gogues that burnt down in 1833. 

denied" in the appeals 
verdict announced in Iran 
September 21, activists 
vowed that the fate of the 
prisoners wilInot be 
swept aside in favor of 
ongoing rapprochement 
between Iran and 
America. 

In a mostly symbolic 
gesture in March, Wash
ington had lifted the em
bargo on Iranian caviar, 
pistachios and Persian 
carpets. 

Most recently, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharrazi was granted a 
visa to visit the United 
States. HespokeSeptem
ber 21 at UCLA, while 
protesters planned to 
voice their outrage out
side. "r think what the 
Iranian judiciary is trying 
to do by first not sentenc
ing theJews to death, then 
by commuting the sen
tences, is to slowly move 
this case from the inter
national community's ra
dar screen. They won't 
succeed," said Pooya 
Dayanim, spokesman for 
the Los Angeles-based 
Council of Iranian Ameri-

our quality makes 
Grower Direct signers on staff to plants, bouquets, 

opened its doors to create a decorative and various flower 
a wating public at display for any oc- arrangements, as 
the Academy and casion. The flowers well as their famous 
McPhillips locations come fresh to the fresh-cut flowers. 
in Nov. 1991 and stores fifty-two For the conven-
May, 1992 respec- weeks a year. ience of customers, 
tively. Since then, both locations will 
both stores have As the Jewish New deliver their product 
been actively cater- Year approaches, the inside the Perimeter. 
ing to the Jewish owners of these two As with any holiday 
populations in these Grower Direct planning, it is always 
areas. stores, Debbie best to order early. 

Grower Direct Dowhan (McPhil-
prides itself on de- lips) and Sue Moore-
livering outstanding Bunney (Academy), 
quality of product at would like to remind 
a consistently fair their many custom-
price, as well as hav- ers that their stores 
iog professional de- also have potted 

Both Debbie and 
Sue would like to 
extend their very 
.warmest wishes for 
a happy, healthy and 
peaceful New Year. 

Sue Moore-Bunney 
of the Academy Rd. 

Grower Direct 

Debbie Dowhan of 
the McPhillips 
Grower Direct 
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can Jewish Organiza
tions. 

"In our private conver
sations with the State 
Department and other 
representatives, despite 
all the gestures being 
made to Iran, this issue 
will be brought up time 
and time again .in con
structive dialogue with 
the Iranians until this case 

, is resolved." 
For its part, the United 

States said it was "disap
pointed" that Iran did not 
"overturn all of the con
victions that were Im
posed on the 10." 

On September 21, 
Iran's appeals court did 
not actually reduce the 
sentences, but, merely 
changed the way they 
were meted out, said 

'Malcolm Hoenlein, ex
ecutive vice chairman of 
the Conference of Presi
dents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. 
This was precisely what 
American Jewish advo
cates had predicted be
forehand, based on their 
sources within Iran. 
Rumors Of a possible re
trial, however, never ma
terialized. 

The 10 Iranian Jews 
were convicted July I on 
various charges, includ
ing spying for Israel, and 
sentenced to terms rang- ' 

ing from four to 13 years. 
By comparison, Iran 

convicted 10 Iraqis ear
lier this month for alleg
edly spying for Baghdad. 
They were sentenced to 
three to 30 months be
hind bars. This appeals 
decision reduces the jail 
time'ofthe most severely 
punished, Hamid 
Tefileen, from 13 to nine 
years, and the shortest 
sentence, for ,Ramin 
Nemati Zadeh, from four 
years to two years. An 
Iranian judiciary official 
said time served would 
be included in the sen
tences. "It's a step in the 
right direction," said 
Hoenlein, "but not a con
cession. We will continue 
to press for their release ... , 

"I've already spoken 

with high-ranking offi
cials" in Washington, 
Hoenlein said, "who feel 
this is absolutely unac
ceptable. They feel very 
strongly about it, that any 
measures" toward detente 
"will have to be recon
sidered." The next step, 
he said, is to appeal to 
either the Iranian Su
preme Court, or to appeal 
to Iran's chief spiritual 
leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, or to President 
Mohammad Khatami, to 
intervene directly and 
pardon the prisoners. 

There is also hope the 
hard-line jUdiciary will 
abide by Iranian law, 
which Hoenlein said 
states that prisoners may 
be-released after serving 
30 percent of their terms, 

New sentences for the 'Iran 10' 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The following are the new 

sentences handed out September 21 for the "Iran 10": 
Hamid Tetileen, 29, merchant - From 13 years in 
prison to nine. Asher Zadmehr, 49, University English 
instructor - 13 years to seven Nasser Levi Haim, 46, 
Hebrew teacher - 11 years to seven. Ramin Farzam, 36, 
perfume mechant - 10 years to eight. J aveed Beit 
'Y akov, 41 , sporting goods merchant - nine years to 'six: 
Farzad Kashi, 31, religion teacher - eight years to six. 
Shahrokh Paknahad, 23, religion teacher -eight years' 
to five. Farhad Saleh, 31, shopkeeper - eight years to 
six. Faramarz Kashi, 35, Hebrew teacher (brother of 
Farzad Kashi) - five years to three. Ramin Nemati, 23, 
merchant - four years to two. Acqllitted on July I: 
Navid Bala Zadeh, 17, student. Nejat Broukhim, 36. 
Omid Tefileen, 26 (brother of Hamid Tefileen). 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
Frfday, September 29, services 7:30 a.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah s~rvices 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, September 30, 1st day of Rosh Hashanah services 8:00 a.m. Mincha 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, October I, 2nd day of Rosh Hashanah services 8:00 p.m. 
Monday, October 2, Thursday, October 5, services 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

BNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday. September 29, Erev Rosh Hashanah· morning service at 7:00 a.m" evening service at 6:30 p.m., candle 

lighting at 6:52 p.m. 
Saturday, September 30, I st day Rosh Hashanah, morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 6:30 p.m. 

Shabbat ends at 7:47 p.m. Light candles at 7:48. , 

700 Jefferson Avenue 
CHEVRA MISHNA YES SYNAGOGUE 

Daily morning service (Monday to Friday), 7:30 a.m. 
Sundays and statutory holidays, morning service, 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, September 29. Erev Rosh Hashanah; Mincha 7:00 p.m .• followed by Kabballas Shabbas and Ma'.riv. 
Saturday and Sunday, September 3 and October I, first and second day Rosh Hashanah, morning services 

commence ot9:00 a.m., with sounding of shofar on Sunday only: Mincha services 7: IS p.m. 
Monday, October 2, Fast of Gedalia; 

, Traditional Orthodox services arc conducted, and everyone is welcome. 

561 Wellington Crescent .. 
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 

Daily morning service (Monday.Friday): 7:30 a.m. Daily evening service (Monday-Friday): 6:00 p.m. Sunday 
& statutory holiday mornings: 9: IS a.m. 

Shabbat morning service: 9: IS a.m., evening service: 6:00 p.m. 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, September 29, morning service at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 6:00 p.m., candle lighting at 6:52 p.m. 

Saturday, September 30, morning service at 8: 15 a.m .• evening service at 7:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at7:47 p.m. Rosh 
Hashanah Day I, candle lighting aner 7:47 p.m. Rabbi Rose service 9:30 a.m. Shabbat ends 7:47 p.m. 

Sunday, October I, Rosh Hashanah day 2, morning service at 8: IS a.m., evening service al 7:00 p.m. Rosh 
Hashanah ends 7:45 p.m. 

Monday, Oclober 2 (Fast ofGedaliah), Thursday, October 5, morning service at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 6:45 
p.m. 

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE. 
Services being held in our new premises, 1525 Main Street. 
Candle lighling lime for Friday, September 29, Erev Rosh Hashanah al 6:52 p.m. 

, Mincha/Kabbala! Shabbal at 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday, September 30, I Sl day of Rosh Hashanah: Shacharil: 8:30 a.m. Mincha: 6:45 p.m. Candle lighting for 

yom lovafter Shabbat ends at 7:47 p.m. 
Sunday, October I, 2nd day of Rosh Hashanah: Shacharit: 8:30 a.m. Mincha: 6:45 p.m Tashlich prior 10 Mincha. 
Yom Tov ends: 7:45 p.m. , 
Daily shacharit,service (Monday to Friday) al 7:30 a.m. Monday, October 2 - Fast of Gedalia. Daily Minchal 

Maariv services at 6:40 p.m., ," 
Traditional Orthodox services arc conducled, and everyone is i,nvited to attend. 
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Israeli news 

News analysis 

Israelis back 'secular revolution,' 
but doubt Barak can follow through 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
-The battle lines between 
Orthodox and secular Is
rael is were drawn sharper 
than ever last week. The 
nation's two chief rabbis 
reversed themselves and 
joined Orthodox politi
cians in the fight against 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak's recently an
nounced "civic agenda." 
Dubbed by the press a 
"secular revolution," HAIM RAMON, inte-
Barak announced the pro- rior minister: Called for 
gram earlier this month removal of nationality 
in an effort to usher in an c~ause from Israeli iden-
era of secular reforms. hty cards. 

both sides of the reI igious
secular debate. Barak said 
he would seriously con
sider the plan proposed 
by Melchior, who as min
isterfor Israeli society and 
world Jewish communi
ties has tackled religious
secular issues for the 
Barak government. 
, Israel's chief rabbis, 
however, were less in
clined toward compro
mise when it came to 
Barak's planned reforms 
- especially his proposal 
to abolish the Religious 
Affairs Ministry. At a 

The first step, ordered last week by 
acting Interior Minister Haim Ramon, 
calls for the removal of the nationality, 
clause from the identity card that every 
Israeli must carry. Removing the clause 
could help solve a long-running dispute 
over conversions performed in the J ew
ish state, since the state would no longer 
be responsible for defining who is a Jew. 
But these and other components of the 
secular r~volution have been attacked 
by some in the Orthodox community as 
an attempt by the premier to wreak re
venge on the religious parties that 
dropped out of his coalition on the eve of 

stormy meeting Septem-
'ber 18 with the "Orthodox lobby" of 
legislators from the rei igious parties, the 
two chief rabbis confirmed that they had 
supported the idea in the past, feeling 
that the ministry and the religious coun
cils across the nation that it governs are 
hotbeds of mismanagement. The rabbis 
said they originally thought Barak's plan 
was designed to improve the provision 
of religious services to local communi-
ties. . 

July's Camp David summit. ,,' 
Only Rabbi Michaei Melchior; amem

ber of the Barak government from the 
small, Orthodox Meimad Party, is still 
trying to hold the middle ground. On 
September 17, Melchior announced his 
own refom plan, which he said sought 
to balance the conflicting demands of 

But in light of Barak's other secular 
reforms, they added, they now decided 
that the plan to abolish the ministry was 
politically motivated. "We call" on 
Barak, Justice Minster Yossi Beilin and 
.ion all' the national leadership to pre
serve the Jewish character of the state 
and to cease and desist from any process 
that contravenes the integral relation
ship between religion, state and 
peoplehood," the rabbis announced, 
throwing down the gauntlet to Barak. 

Prospects for 
peace dim 
(Cont. from page AI.) 

Barak reiterated his 
opposition to Arafat's 
idea to his cabinet on Sep
tember 18. Explaining the 
Israeli opposition to the 
idea Arafat recently pre
sented to Clinton, Ben
Ami said, "We don't see 
much of a difference" 
between Palestinian sov
ereignty and Muslim sov
ereignty. He also noted 
that Iraq and Iran, arch
enemies of Israel, are 
members of that Jerusa
lem Committee. 
,Ben-Ami did say that 

Israel had not rejected an 
idea raised by Clinton at 
Camp David that the UN 

'Security Council be in
volved in sovereignty 
over the area, but that the 
Palestinians had rejected 
it. There is continuing 
speculation that in putting 
forth its own bridging 
proposals, the U.S. ad
ministration would revive 
the idea of an Israeli -Pal
estinian agreement that 
excluded the most diffi
cult issues surrounding 

Jerusalem and refugees. 
Arafat reportedly rejected 
such exclusions at Camp 
David, and Barak, too, is 
believed to need a full 
deal in order to sell it to 
the Israeli public. 

The latest develop
ments coincided with the 
pUblication last week by 
Newsweek magazine of 
what it said was the full 
text, minus two annexes, 
of a draft peace accord 
drawn up in secret talks 
five years ago by Israeli 
Yossi Beilin, now Isra
el's justice minister, and 
Palestinian official Abu 
Mazen. According to re
ports, many of the ideas 
emerging from the cur
rent talks are similar to 
those in the draft docu
ment. Clinton also report
edly used it as a basis for 
the discussions at Camp 
David in July. 

The ideas in the secret 
understanding included: 
* Creation of a demilita

'rized Palestinian state on 
over 90 percent of the 
West Bank, with Israeli 
annexation of large set
tlement blocs. * A 12-
year Israeli military pres
ence in the Jordan Valley 

/ 

as well as early warning 
stations. * Agreement in 
principle of Jerusalem as 
a shared capital of two 
states, with municipal ar
rangements made to en
able the functioning of 
the city until a final ar
rangement is reached. * 
Creation of a mechanism 
for compensation to Pal
estinian refugees. 

At the time, Beilin ad-
, vocated moving quickly 
toward a final settlement 
with the Palestinians, 
rather then let the interim 
period drag on. The draft 
agreement had been 
reached at the beginning 
of November in 1995 and 
was to be presented to 
Arafat and then-Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
However, a few days 
later, Rabin was assassi
nated by a right-wing na
tionalist opposed to his 
'peace policies with the 
Palestinians. Ben-Ami, 
however, downplayed the 
importance of the Beilin
Mazen document, telling 
journalists two weeks ago 
that "we don't get the 
impression" that either 
Arafat or Abu Mazen still 
find it relevant. 
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Israeli minister tries to heal 
bitter religious-secular strife 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- Israel's minister in 
charge ofreligious-secu
lar issues has weighed in 
with a set of ideas aimed 
at ending a strident de
bate on the relationship 
between religion and 
state. The proposals 
Rabbi Michael Melchior 
introduced September 17 
came after Prime Minis
ter Ehud Barak intro
duced a set of proposals 
earlier this month. in
tended to usher in an era 
of secular reforms. 

One of Melchior's pro
posals attempts to solve 
the ongoing rift over the 
acceptance of conver
sions performed in Israel 
by the Reform and Con
servative movements, 
while another would 
shorten the Israeli work 
week. It was not immedi
ately clear whether 
Melchior's proposals 
were made in an effort to 
soften the impact of ,the 
premier's controversial 
ideas. 

Dubbed by the press a 
"secular revolution," the 
"civic agenda"that Barak 
proposed was criticized 
by some in the Orthodox 
community as an attempt 
by the premier to wreak 
revenge on the religious 
parties that dropped out 
of his coalition on the eve 
of July's Camp David 
summit. 

On the other side of the 
spectrum, secular Israe
lis have long been main
taining that limits need to 
be set on the power of the 
religious parties. During 
a visit to New York two 
weeks ago, Barak de
fended his proposals -
which include abolishing 
the Ministry of Religious 

RABBI MICHAEL' 
MELCHIOR: Trying to 
solve the ongoing dis
pute over acceptance of 
Reform and Conserva
tive conversions. 

Affairs and allowing EI 
AI to begin flying on the 
Jewish Sabbath - and said 
he "never initiated a secu
lar revolution." Instead, 
he added, "We intend to 
separate religion from 
politics. " 

A poll published in the 
Jerusalem Post Septem
ber 15 showed that 64 
percent of Israelis sup
port lifting the ban on 
Shabbat flights while 34 
percent object. There was 
also strong support for 
another Barak prop'osal, 
allowing public transpor
tation on Saturdays. But 
Israelis were more split 
on other issues. Some 53 
percent said they support 
opening stores and malls 
on Shabbat, compared 
with the 45 percent who 
were opposed. 

A sweeping majority of 
observant Jews opposed 
Barak's proposals across 
the boards. Speaking at a 
news conference Septem
ber 17 in the Prime Min
ister's Office in Jerusa
lem, Melchior criticized 
certain elements of 
Barak's plan - such as 
allowing EI Al to fly on 

Saturdays. But, he said, 
he believed his proposals 
.- aimed at building a con
sensus and creating a 
"completely new modus 
vivendi for Israeli soci
ety" on religion and state 
- would elicit Barak's 
support. 

Melchior, who as min
isterfor Israeli society and 
world Jewish communi
ties has tackled reI igious
secular issues for the 
Barak government, also 
said several political par
ties support his proposals. 

According to Melchior, 
an internal poll conducted 
by the Prime Minister's 
Office indicated that 83 
percentofIsraelis believe 
religious-secular tensions 
are an existential threat 
to Israel. 

Some of the main pro
posals put forward by 
Melchior include: * Is
rael will officially adopt 
a five-day work week, 
giving the nation a day 
off on Saturdays as well 
as Sundays - a move 
aimed at enabling Israe
lis to avoid doing shop
ping and other weekend 
chores on the Sabbath; * 
Cultural activities. enter
tainment and sports fa
cilities will be open on 
Saturdays, butall nonvital 
commercial and business 
activity will be closed; * 
Organized professional 
sports activ ities will be 
moved from Saturday to 
Sunday; * Public trans
portation lines will be 
launched on Saturdays in 
line with the needs of each 
local population; * Israel 
will change the Law of 
Return so that the non
Jewish grandchildren of 
Jews will not automati
cally be entitled to citi
zenship. 

~ouse of ~sblttna;it 
297 Burrows Ave. at Charles St. 

" 
Phone 589-1517 

The oldest Congregation In Winnipeg meeting at the same location 
Truly Traditional Yet Modern In SetUng 

Ladles Seats On Main Floor 
Spiritual Leader: Rabbi A. Alteln 

EREV ROSH HASHANAH AUDAY - SEPT. 29 - 7:00 I'M 

ROSH HASHANAH - 1ST DAY SATIJRDAY - SEPT. 30 
9:00AM 

ROSH HASHANAH - 2ND DAY SUNDAY - OCT. 1 
9:00AM 

KOL NlDRE SUNDAY - OCT. 8 
6:30 I'M 

YOM KIPPUR MONDAY - OCT. 9 
9:00AM 

Reservations can be made: 
During Monday to Friday Morning Services 7:20 to 8:00 AM 

During Evening Services 7:00 to 8:00 PM 

AI.J, SEATS $50.00 
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