
• 

-' 

::J' 

. - .. - . . .~ , 

822 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS. Wednesday. September 27. 2COJ 

Rosh Hashanah feature stories: Israel 

Zubin Mehta conducting the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. WZPS photo cour
tesy of the [PO. 
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Join us. Together we can change the world. -

Zubin Mehta takes reluctant 'time 
out' from Israel Philharmonic 
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One of the most internationally-acclaimed orchestra conductors of our age, Mehta has 
never waveredfrom loyalty to [PO 
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"N ext year," 
says con-
ductor 

Zubin Mehta with a spar
kle in his dark eyes, "I 
will be the oldest mem
ber of the Israel -Philhar
monic Orchestra. At 65, 
when my colleagues go 
on pension, I hope to con
tinue, and mature, as con
ductors are said to do," he 
adds modestly. 

Mehta's personality, 
humor, charisma and for
midable expertise as a 
conductor have endeared 
him to the Israeli public 
and the members of the 
Israel Philharmonic for 
the last 30 years, even 
winning him the prestig
ious Israel Prize in 199 I . 
But next season, he is 
looking forward to cel
ebrating a different sched
ule and venue. 

Mehta, who was ap
pointed the IPO's music 
director for life in 1981, 
having been with the or
chestra since 1968, will 
be taking a sabbatical year 
from his usual duties at 

the orchestra, Instead of 
arriving in Israel every 
two or three months to 
conduct concerts and tak
ing the orchestra on its 
two yearly, international 
tours, his only public ap
pearance with the orches
tra will be at the close of 
the season, when he will 
present the concert ver
sion of the operetta Die 
Fledermaus by Johann 
Strauss. 

What will he be doing 
all year? "You will not 
find me lazing around," 
he jokes. "Neither will I 
be able to spend more 
time with my family who 
are spread out all over the 
world. This season will 
find me working ex
tremely hard in my other 
job as music director of 
the Bavaria State Opera 
in Munich, where we 
have between 40 to SO 
different opera perform
ances per season. We will 
also have a world pre
miere of a newly-com
missioned opera, The 
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House of Bernada Alba 
(based on a play by the 
playwright Garcia 
Lorca), which I have to 
learn from scratch. 
Moreover, we have two 
new productions, Faistaff 
and The Trojans, which 
require enormous time 
and effort." 

Such is Mehta's sched
ule that when his father, 

. Mehli Mehta, aged 92, 
also a conductor, gave his 
last concert in April of 
this year with the Ameri
can Youth Symphony in 
Los Angeles, Zubin was 
unable to attend. "lowe a 
great debt to my parents, 
for my music started com
pletely in my home when 
I was a boy in India. 

"I kno.w thatI am going 
to miss the IPO," he says 
thoughtfully. "I just need 
a bit of time this coming 
year to really breathe and 
do justice to these new 
productions. Neverthe
less, it will be hard to be 
away. For me, being in 
Israel and with the or-

. chestra is like being 
home, and I will miss 
being home." 

Before taking leave, 
Mehta has put his home 
orchestra in good order 
for the year. "In my ab
sence, I know that if the 
conductors are not very 
good, the orchestra will 
go down," states Mehta 
emphatically, "and I will 
not let that happen. Avi 
Shoshani, Secretary Gen
eral of the IPO, works 
extremely hard to get the 
best possible people. 
(Cont. on page B23. See 
"Zubin Mehta".) 
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"It is not always easy, but, compared to other rosters 
in Europe and America, we are extremely well off." 

Zubin Mehta is not afraid to invite the best. Some of 
the brightest lights on the conductor's podium, such as 
KuitMasur, Giuseppe Sinopoli, Wolfgang Sawallisch, 
Danielle Gatti, Christoph von Dohnanyi and Lorin 
Mazel will lead the orchestra during the new season. 
Even though many of these conductors have appeared 
with the IPa in the past, the orchestra members, as well 
as the audience, will miss Mehta's special presence. 

"There is something very different about playing a 
symphony or piece which the orchestra has rehearsed 
with Zubin, with anyone else," comments Miriam 
Hartman, co-principal violist with the Israel Philhar
monic. "It is almost like we have to relearn the piece, 
so ingrained are Mehta's nuances and interpretations in 
our music making. There is also the factor of his 
incredible charismatic presence. It is not easy to con
trol 120 different personalities all at once with such 
skill and there are such genuinely good feelings pass
ing between us." 

When asked to comment on the relationship between 
himself and the orchestra, Mehta quietly points out that 
all is not love and roses. "These guys are very fine 
professionals. When I am here, the orchestra members 
demand 100 per cent of my attention at rehearsals and 
concerts just as I demand 100 per cent of theirs. One 
must realize that conducting is more than just beating 
time. Communication is the key. The conductor has to 
communicate all aspects of the music, such as tempo, 
pathos, energy, dynamics, rhythm and nuances to the 
musicians. Even though much of it is written in the 
music, you still have to remind and INSIST. 

',1 am firm in my belief that the one who insists the 
most is the one who gets the results. The conductor has 
to have an overall vision of how the music -should 
sound and be listening intently, because those playing 
the notes may not be listening as resolutely. If you let 
it go, the musicians might be pleased, but the result is 
not the same. 

"On the other hand, as a conductor, I have to be 
flexible to the vision of the soloist or solo player in the 
orchestra, even if their vision does not completely 
coincide with my own, and give him or her the liberty 
to play it as wished. However, the overall vision for the 
music has to be mine. 

"Music is always moving and going somewhere. 
Sometimes it enters a tunnel. I have to see the light at 
the end of that tunnel and guide them through." 

Guiding the orchestra has been an integral part of his 
life. Even in times of war and crisis, Mehta has canceled 
other obligations and hurried to be at the orchestra's 
side and lend encouragement. This season, he says, he 
will still be very involved by phone or fax when artistic 
decisions have to be made. Repertoire is one of the 
issues he and the orchestra decide together. 

ISRAELI AUDIENCES HAVE "VERY 
CONSERVATIVE" MUSICAL TASTES 

"With regards to repertoire," Mehta points out, "I 
was trained in America, and American music directors 
need to have a large repertoire and tastes which encom
passes many centuries because they do so many con
certs. In my 13 years in New York, I won ASCAP's 1st 
prize for the most imaginative 20th century program
ming, five times. Here in Israel, t~e publ!c is very 
conservative and the orchestra, which receIves scant 
government subsidies, is scared - perhaps too much so 
- that they will lose audience members. It follo~s, 
unfortunately, that we do not do much modem musIC. 
I have to really fight for the pieces that we do play, and 
perhaps now is the time to push a bit more." . 

Zubin Mehta's involvement in the orchestra WIll 
even compel him take a break in his sabbatic.al year and 
take the Israel Philharmonic to Katmandu m Novem
ber for a special fundraising event. Un.doubtedly, this 
trip will be the source of more "Zubm and the IPO 
Tales", which are legendary in the annals of the orches
tra's history. 

Violist Miriam Hartman points out that most of the 
orchestra members have a special story associated with 
Zubin Mehta. She and the other American members of 
the IPO share a memory of when they were singled out 
and feted by Zubin and his wife at a very special 

Thanksgiving dinner celebration in the tiny town of 
Nagano, Japan. 

"The IPO was touring Japan 13 years ago," recalls 
Zubin Mehta. "My wife Nancy, realizing that the 
Thanksgiving holiday would fall during our tour, bought 
all the provisions for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner 
in Tokyo, Japan. Then, while we were in Nagano on 
Thanksgiving Day, she convinced the hotel owners 
(who never let anyone into their kitchen) to allow her 
to cook everything from the turkey to the mince pies for 
us and the 14 Americans from the orchestra. It was 
unbelievable! 

"Together we have a store of wonderful experi
ences" Mehta concludes. "In Israel this past July, we 
presented a series of Johannes Brahms concerts, con
cluding with a marathon day of chamber music played 
by IPO members from morning until night. I sat there 
the whole day listening and feeling so proud because 
the many members of this orchestra play this music _ 
which is technically difficult and musically challeng
ing - so well. The finale of this marathon day of music 
making was the Symphony #4. When we finished, the 
audience stood there 

Are you seizing 
Opportunity? 

Or chaSing it? 
The best answers start with the right questions. Lei .. talk. 

screaming -and you know 
that Israeli audiences do 
not as a rule scream. This 
public was special. The 
box office planned for 
800 and 2,000 came dur
ing the course of the day. 
They came to be en
thralled and rejoiced with 
us. 
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experience to help you deal with your business challenges. 

"My dream is to bring 
the Israel Philharmonic 
to Cairo and Amman so 
new audiences can meet 
them and enjoy their mu
sic. Next year, I am going 
to miss the IPO, on both 
an individual and collec
tive level. In addition to 

Our visIon is to be the partner for success in the new economy. 

Our mission is to build relationships and develop innovative solUtions which help 
dynamic people and organizations create and realize value. 

ta 
Happy New Year to our Friends & Clients ARTHURANDERSEN 

the joy we share of mak-
ing music, I guess we just 
love each other." 

- WZPS. 
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