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Rosh Hashanah feature stories: Israel 

Treasure from the vaults . 
In honor of the 75th anniversary of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the university is exhibiting "Treasures Revealed", an 
exhibition of the most valuable and rare possessions of the Jewish National and University ~ibrary. . 
The exhibition features items rarely - and sometimes never before - seen by the g~nera! publzc, many of great ~ea~t~ and delzcacy. 
Among them are ancient Torah scrolls, a 1,OOO-year-old Bible manuscript, what IS belzeved to have been theflrst pnnted Passover 
Haggadah (Spain 1482), a commentar:f on .the Mishna by Maimonides (12th century), written in the autho~.'s own hand, and 
manuscripts by Isaac Newton, Albert Emstem and Franz Kafka. 
By WENDY ELLIMAN 

"R "'%C ,. eb publishing and word processing have 
i) 'It.. given us undreamed of access to the written 

v,t V word, but the new technological ease and 
immediacy exact a stern price. An author's own dis
kette wfll never give the same sense of intimacy as the 
paper or parchment on which he wrote. And ther~ 's no 
knowing what was corrected, added or crossed out 10 the 
seamless perfection of a Word document. 

The rare and ancient manuscripts from the lIebrew 
University's collection, exhibited this past May in cel
ebration of its 75th birthday, thus truly belong to a world 
that is virtually past. One of the most contemporary 
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black ink, with poems 
added not only from other 
par.ts of the Hebrew scrip
tures, but also from the 
New Testament. The text 
is in the ancient Semitic 
language of Gez, which 
survives today as the sa
cred tongue of the Ethio
pian Church. 

A rare manuscript from 14th or 15th century Ethiopia shows the Book of 
Psalms in Gez, the ancient Semitic language, in red and black ink on parchment 
with illustrations. WZPS photo courtesy a/the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. 

While Torah scrolls, 
commentaries and prayer 
books comprise a large part 
of the university collection, 
there are many secular texts 
as well, though most have 
some kind of Jewish or He
brew connection. Math
ematician and philosopher 
Isaac Newton, for exam-

. pIe, was secretly attracted 
to alchemy and apocalyp
tic visions - interests about 

exhibits, A. B. Yehoshua's first draft of his 1989 novel 
Mr. Mani (complete with cross-outs and corrections) is 
perhaps most remarkable for the fact it was not written on 
the computer! 

"Our major difficulty with this exhibition was deciding 
what to display from our large and remarkable collection, 
and what to leave in the vaults," says its curator Rafael 
Weiser, director of the National University Library's 
Depm·tment of Manuscripts and Archives. "How do you 
choose your favorite child?" 

which he kept carefully si
lent in the rationalist atmosphere of 17th century Britain, 
but can be safely displayed in 21 st century Israel. The 
exhibition includes a manuscript which he wrote on 
prophecy, with Hebrew notations in its margins. -

Franz Kafka also grappled with Hebrew. Toward the 
end of his life in the early 20th century, it seems that this 
Austrian~CzechJewish writer toyed with theideaofimmi
grating to Palestine. The university has a copy of his 
vocabulary notebook, in which he penned translations of 
German words in carefully-formed Hebrew script. 

• • 

While the university'S collection is a mere hundred 
years old (next to the centuries-old libraries of th~ Vati
can, British Museum and Bibliotheque Nationale), it 
houses acknowledged treasures, particularly in the areas 
of Hebraica and Judaica. Brought out of its climate
controlled vaults for the birthday exhibition, for example, 
was a handwritten commentary on Seder Nashim by the 
12th century Spanish physician, theologian and jurist, 
Moses ben Maimon (the Rambam), together with his 
corrections. One whole passage is scored through with a 
single clean line, and the amended text penned into the 
margin. This manuscript stayed in the Rambam's family 
for 300 years, and his son Avraham and great-grandson 
David Hanagid later added their own comments in the 
margins of the text. 

Early Zionist landmarks have their place here, too. 
("One of our guidelines in selecting exhibits was their 
representativeness within our collection," says curator 
Weiser, who included Albert Einstein's paper on the 
general theory of relativity.) On yellowed paper is a clean 
draft of the first version of Hatikva, dating to 1908, 
handwritten by the song's creator, Naphtali Herz Imber, 
who signed it with a flourish. The first halfreads the same 
way we sing it today, but in the second half, headed 
"makela" (chorus), the last three lines have been changed. 

The exhibition has been moderately well attended, says 
Weiser. "We haven't publicized it greatly, but there are 
usually people here. What's true for all our visitors, 
however, is that they all leave here visibly moved by what 
they've seen." 

HEMENWAY SILVER 
2nd Floor, 930 Jefferson Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2P 1 W1 

Telephone 204.694-8999 
Fax 204·694-6885 

la Audit and Accounting 
la Corporate and Personal Taxation 
la Computer Consulting / Training 
la Business Planning 
la Management Services 

Happy New Year 
to all our friends and clients 

W. J. Hemenway, B.A .. C.A. - Partner 
A.M. Sliver, B.A., C.A. - Partner 
J.A. Griffiths, B.COMM (HONS.). CA - Partner 

1....0.-. R. W. Malanchuk, C.M.A. - Associate r,::=.J 

• • 

A 14th century Torah scroll, penned by halachist Rabbi 
Nissim ben Reuben Gerondi (the Haran) for his own use, 
st'arkly illustrates the terror of the times. On the opening 
section of the parchment, the Haran's son Reuben has 
written a poem describing the persecution of Spanish 
Jews in 1391: in the face of pillage, enslavement and 
murders, he relates, 140,000 people from the "holy com
munities" of Cast ilia, Toledo, Sibilia, Marjoca, Cordova, 
Valencia, Barcelona, Granada and another 60 villages 
converted to Christianity. 

Another 14th century Spanish Torah scroll bears witness 
to terror far more recent. Smuggled to Rhodes with Jews 
fleeing the Spanish Inquisition, it served Rhodes' Jewish 
community for the next 600 years, until July 1944. As the 
Nazis rounded up the island's Jews for deportation ·and 
death, the ancient scroll was hurriedly wrapped and hidden 
down a well. Water damage is greatest on the section Mot, 
the last to be read from by the doomed Jews of Rhodes. 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY FEMINISM 
Fifteenth century feminism is on display, as well. In a 

prayer book written in 1480 by scribe Abraham Farissol 
for a wealthy lady from Mantua, Italy, the traditional 
blessing recited by women, "Blessed be He ... who cre
ated me according to His will" has been changed to 
..... who created me a woman and not a man" - the exact 
equivalent of the blessing recited by men. 

East as well as West is represented in the exhibition. A 
. rare manuscript from 14th or 15th century Ethiopia shows 

the Book of Psalms copied on to parchment in red and 

• WZPS. 
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e 0\ t 
Dor?n Fekede - an Ethi~pial1 doctor who made aliya in 1997 and was part ora 
Je~lsh Agency delegatIOn to the Wollo province in Ethiopia _ with a young 
patient. WZPS photo by Dan Carmi. 

Israel's missions of mercy scratch 
the surface of suffering in Ethiopia 
Operation Abie has so far sent four delegations of Israeli doctors and nurses to 
Ethiopia in major campaign to assist the local health services in Wollo province 
By SIMON GRIVER Woldie in Wollo prov- that I must go back for a hopelessly unfulfilled , "rr~ he fil th and ince. The added-value of longer period. They need medical needs of her na-

*- the disease the Israeli delegation was so much help." tive country. She did not 
yL were very de- that three of the four Yalew's immigration enjoy getting up in the 

pressing," said Efrat members were born in to Israel was even more morning during her re-
Yalew, a 27 year-old Is- Ethiopia, and were able harrowing. She too went cent stay in Ethiopia, be-
racli nurse who was re- to speak Amharic directly down with fever en route. cause she recollects that 
turning to Ethiopia, the. with the people they were to Israel from Ethiopia every day there were 500 
land of her birth, for· the treating. back in 1984.Herparents sick people crowded 
first time. "I could not Moreover, the Ethio- left her in a local hospital around their clinic in the 
look the patients in the pian-born members of the for treatment and went Wolloregioninnortheast 
eye because I felt so sad Israeli delegations have on ahead, expecting to be Ethiopia. 
for them. We saw a lot of all had their own lives reunited with her in a few "We would work round 
malaria' and tuberculo- touched by illness. Tali days. But the border be- the clock to treat them 
sis." Adga,a 27-year-old nurse tween Ethiopia and Su- all," she explained, "and 

Yalew was a member from the Emergency and dan, which her parents then the next morning 
of the second medical Accidents Department at had passed beyond, was there would be even more 
delegation sent to Ethio- Assaf Harofe Hospital closed, and she was re- people there. So many 
pia by the Jewish Agency who was a member of the turned to her grandpar- times we saw children 
in June. The Jewish first delegation to Wollo, ents. It was not until 1990 who seemed to be dying. 
Agency, in coordination almost died en route to that she once again saw They were just dehy-
with Israel's Ministry of Israel in 1984. her mother and father drated from diarrhea or 
Foreign Affairs and Jew- "I don't remember a when she reached Israel. dysentery. We had them 
ish Health Care intern a- single thing from our "But what made me on a drip infusion and 
tional, initiated the emer- nine-month trek across want to become a medi- within a few hours they 
gency humanitarian as- Sudan back in 1984," re- cal professional," re- were fine. Their parents 
sistance operation at the called Adga who was then counted Yalew, who is thought we were angels 
end of May to offer aid to II years old. "I had a fe- today head nurse in the who had come from the 
the victims of the latest ver and my family car- Intensive Care Unit of the Holy Land to perform 
Ethiopian famine. ried me most of the way. Internal Medicine De- miracles. Indeed, without 

"In recent years, the Despite the lack of basic partment at Sheba Medi- us, their children mig,ht 
Jewish Agency has initi- medical facilities in Af- cal Center in Tel have died." 
ated a numberofhumani- rica, my parents tell me Hashomer near Tel Aviv, In July, two additional 
tarian operations world- that the right treatment in "was watching my grand- delegations were dis-
wideon behalfoftheJew- several hospitals saved father die because there patched to Ethiopia which 
ish people," explained my life. Because of the was not the medical included American doc-
MeirNitzan,directorgen- experience, I always know-how to save him. tors and nurses as well as 
eral oftheJewish Agency wanted to become a medi- There was not even equip- Israeli medical personnel 
whose office coordinated cal professional." ment to diagnose what born in Ethiopia. 
the program. "For exam- FRUSTRATING was wrong with him." • WZPS. 
pIe, last year we sent aid THREE WEEKS Yalew, whose Ethio-
to the Kosovo refugees in Adga found her three plan name means eonso-
Albania." weeks back in Ethiopia lation, was born several 
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The series of missions very frustrating. "In the years after her older 
was nameq Operation short time that we were brother died of disease at 
Abie, in the spirit of Abie there," she explained, the age of 18 months. 
Nathan, one of Israel's "we were only able to "Once again I don 't know 
pioneers in promoting scratch the surface. We exactly what he had," she 
humanitarian assistance treated malaria, tubercu- explained, "but I'm sure 
to the needy worldwide. los is, dysentery and so it could have been easily 
The first mission of two many diseases that can treated by modem medi-
doctors and two nurses be routinely treated in Is- cine." 
leftlsrael in late May and rael. We were over- Returning to Ethiopia 
spent three weeks in whelmed. I feel strongly reminded Yalew of the 
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