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Clinton asks U.S. religious leaders 
to use influence to repair the world 
By SHARON SAMBER 
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WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - President 
Clinton is asking religious 
leaders to encourage 
Americans to take action 
on international debt re
lief, fighting AIDS and 
providing education to 
the world's poorer coun
tries. 

Following September 
14's late-morning White 
House prayer breakfast, 
at which Clinton made 
the request, Jewish lead
ers said they plan to re
new their commitment to 
"tikkun olam," the con
cept of repairing the 
world. More than 100 

BILL CLINTON, U.S. 
president: Met with 
Jewish, other religious 
leaders at prayer break
fast. 

leaders of different faiths and faith-based organiza
tions joined Clinton for the breakfast, the eighth such 
meeting in the White House since 1993. 

"If we believe that every person isachild of God, that 
everyone counts, that everyone should have a certain 
level of decency in their lives and a certain fair chance 
to make something, what are our obligations?" CI inton 
asked the gathering. Clinton suggested following the 
pope's urging to use the year 2000 as a jubilee year to 
relieve debts from the developing world. 

He noted the Judeo-Christian concept of using every 
50th year to forgive debts and aid the poor. Donald 
Abramson, chairman of the American Jewish World 

. Service, and one of several Jewish participants at the 
breakfast, said he wants religious leaders to make this 
issue resonate with the community. 

Abramson, whose organization provides nonsecta
rian, humanitarian assistance and emergency relief to 
people around the world, is asking his board members 
to have their rabbis get in touch with lawmakers who, 
in tum, will ask their leadership in the Congress to 
make debt relief a legislative priority. 
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Some of 'Iran 10' may be freed, says Iranian Jewish lawmaker 
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By TOM TUG END 
LOS ANGELES 

(JT A) - Some of the 10 
Iranian Jews sentenced to 
jail terms for spying for 
Israel may be freed and 
others may have their sen
tences reduced, accord
ing to the Jewish com
munity's official repre
sentative in the Iranian 
Parliament. 

Speaking in person on 
Septem ber 23 to some 400 
Iranian Americans in Los 
Angeles during Saturday 
morning services at the 
Eretz Cultural Center, 
Maurice Motamed said 
the trial had shattered the 
dignity and respect of 
Iran's 25,000 Jews and 
had increased Jewish emi
gration from the Islamic 
Republic. 

Motamed's 10-day 
visit was part of Iran's 

. attempt to persuade the 
. American government to 

lift economic sanctions 
against Iran, particularly 
as regards Iran's oil re
sources, sources told 
JT A. Motamed said the 
lifting of such sanctions 
would benefit Iran, and 
by extension, the coun
try's Jewish community, 
these sources said, refer-

ring to private conversa
tions they had with 
Motamed. Tehran appar
ently believes that if the 
Iranian Jewish commu
nity could be persuaded 
to lobby for the lifting of 
sanctions, it would per
suade the general Ameri
can Jewish community to 
do likewise. 

The broader commu
nity, in turn, would con
vince the White House 
and Congress. While the. 
scenario may appear sim
plistic and unrealistic, the 
Iranian government's be
lief in unlimited Jewish 
clout in Washington may 
prove helpful to the Jew
ish community in Iran, 
one source commented. 

A report that Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharrazi will visit Los 
Angeles and meet pri
vately in the coming days 
with local Jewish leaders 
in the Iranian-American 
community lends some 
credence to this under"' 
standing of Tehran's in
tentions. After services 
September 23, several 
congregants said they 
doubted Motamed was 
able to speak freely about 
conditions in Iran. Dur-

ing his visit, Motamed 
was reunited with his 
mother and four sisters, 
all of whom live in Los 
Angeles. 

He also met privately 
with leaders of the U.S. 
Iranian Jewish commu
nity. Motamed, who 
painted a generally sym
pathetic picture ofIranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami in his address 
September 23, also said 
hehadasked U.S. Jewish 
leaders in New York not 

. to press Iran to divulge 
what happened to II Jew
ish teenagers arrested 
some six years ago while 
trying to cross the border 
into Pakistan until the 
appeals in the "Iran 10" 
case are resolved. 
'*' The 10 were sentenced 
in July to terms of four to 
13 years. Three other Jews 
were acquitted of the 
charges. Ajudiciary panel 
hearing the appeals of the 
prisoners has delayed its 
decision, which was slated 
for early September. 
Motamed, who chose his 
words carefully Septem
ber 23, seemed to assert 
the prisoners' innocence. 

"In our presence of 
2,700 years in Iran, Jews 

have never betrayed Iran, 
and our roots are so deep 
that they cannot be cut 
off," said Motamed, atall, 
elegant man of 55. Jewish 
emigration is also being 
increased by the govern
ment's refusal to employ 
Jews and other religious 
minorities, Motamed said. 

Motamed himself con
tinues to work for the gov
ernment as a civil engi
neer and urban planner 
- "But not everyone is 
as lucky as I am," he said. 
After meeting with 
Khatami, the Jewish com
munity in Iran has been 
successful in regaining 
controls over Jewish 
schools, Motamed said, 
and there are hopes that 
property confiscated 
from the Jewish commu
nity and individuals will 
eventually be restored. 

Motamed also said he 
was trying to facilitate 
travel to Iran for Iranian 
Jews now living abroad, 
but the suggestion was 
received cooly by Pooya 
Dayanim, spokesman for 
the Council of Iranian 
American Jewish Organi
zations, which sponsored 
Motamed's appearance at 
the September 23 service. 
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Around the Jewish world 

Yugoslavia's Jews hopefUl their days of isolation are over 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

ROME (JTA) - At> 
they joined the rest of the 
nation in an anxious wait 

forthedefinitiveoutcome 
ofthe September24 presi
dential election, Yugosla
via's 3,000 Jews knew 

that this Rosh Hashanah 
could open up a new 
world - not just a new 
year. 

Slain Israeli athletes remembered 
with permanent memorial in Sydney 
By STEFAN BIALOGUSKI 
Australian Jewish News 

SYDNEY, Australia (JT A) 
Twenty-eight years to the day after Arab 
terrorists murdered II Israeli athletes at 
the 1972 Munich Olympics, a memorial 
was unveiled at a Jewish school here. 

memory of how and why they died will 
endure in the form of the segment of 
ro~k unveiled by Israeli Olympic Com
mittee President Zvi Varshaviak and 
International Olympic Committee Sec
retary-General Yoram Oberkovich. 

As a light drizzle fell, Vilnai called on 
the IOC to institute a minute's silence in 
memory of the Munich II attheopening 
ceremony of every Olympic Games. "We 
all know that life goes on, for there is in 
human society a vitality that even the 
most evil act can't suppress. Still, we 
have an obligation to remember the vic
tims of criminals, murderers and terror
ism that continue to threaten people all 
around the world, especially Jewish peo
ple and the people of Israel," he said. 

Israeli Sports Minister Matan Vilnai 
was among some 800 guests who gath
ered around a plot in the heart of Moriah 
College, where an I I-sided white mar
ble base bears the names of the victims. 
Around it are II cypress trees, and top
ping it a block of Israeli basalt volcanic 
rock in the shape of an extinguished 
Olympic flame. . 

Another memorial to the slain athletes 
was unveiled last year in Sydney's Ol
ympic Park. Among the guests at the 
ceremony were members of the 1972 
Australian Olympic team; Walter 
Troeger, who was mayor of the Olym
pic Village during the Munich Games; 
representatives of numerous countries, 
including Germany, the United States, 
Argentina and France; and Israeli Ol
ympians participatirig in the Sydney 

His call was echoed by the families of 
the victims, a letter from whom was read 
by an Australian Jewish National Fund 
president, Peter Smaller: "We will never 
forget how our husbands, fathers and' 
sons left for the Olympic Games filled 
with expectations and hope, proud to 
represent Israel in the Olympic dream. 

And we will never forget how they 
returned in coffins, massacred by those 
who wanted to destroy the Olympic 
dream. "We still believe in that dream, 
we still believe that it is possible to 
achieve peace and brotherhood through 
sport. It is friends I ike you who hel p us 
remain steadfast in that belief." 

Games. 
Monument designer Ze'ev Bashan 

wrote in the program accompanying the 
ceremony that the rock in the form of an 
extinguished flame symbolizes "the fact 
that the Olympic Torch will never burn 
again for the II athletes.". But the 

British rabbis: It's OK to separate 
conjoined twins to save life of one 
By RICHARD ALLEN 
GREENE 

LONDON (JTA) -
British rabbis of all de
nominations supported a 
court decision ordering 
the separation of con
joined twins, though the 
operation would mean the 
death of the weaker girl. 
In a case that has sharply 
divided the nation, Brit
ain's Court of Appeals 
last month upheld an ear
lier decision to separate 
the twins, who share vital 
organs. 

The parents of the twins 
known as "Jodie" and 
"Mary" are opposed to 
the operation, although 
doctors believe that if the 
girls are not separated, 
both will die within 
months. If they are sepa
rated, doctors say, Jodie 
could I ive a normal life, 
while Mat-y would die. 

The parents, devout 
Roman Catholics, say 
only God should deter
mine how long the chil
dren will live. British 
Jewish ethicists are mean
while siding with the 

court order. Many relyon 
the analogy that Mary is a 
"roder' - Hebrew for a 
"pursuer" - of Jodie. 
"The principle is couched 
in fairly barbaric lan
guage because it's an an
cient principle," said Dr. 
Harry Freedman of the 
Masorti,orConservative, 
movement. 

"But if someone is pur
suing another person" 
with the intent to kill, 
"you can kill the pursuer 
to save the life of the pur
sued," he said. 

Berel Berkovits of the 
Federation of Syna
gogues, an Orthodox 
body, said there were two 
ways to look at the case. 
"Is it one person or two?" 
he said of the twins. "You 
might argue that it's one 
organism, in which case 
separating" one from the 
other "is like an amputa
tion to save a life." That 
course of action is cer
tainly permissible, he 
added. 

If the twins were two 
separate organisms, he 
said, each could be con-

sidered a pursuer of the 
other, since each, in ef
fect, would kill the other 
if they are not separated. 
"So the inevitable con
clusion, sad though it is, 
is that you may - and in 
fact probably should -
operate." Rabbi Charles 
Middleburgh of the Un
ion of Liberal and Pro
gressi ve Synagogues al so 
supports the court's rul
mg . 

"One of the things that 
Judaism teaches is that 
the saving of life is para
mount," he said. Because 
it is possible to save Jodie 
by separating her from 
her sister, Jewish tradi
tion recommends that op
tion, he said. 

The chief rabbi's. 
spokesman on medical 
ethics, Rabbi Chaim 
Rapoport, explained why 
hedisagreed with the par
ents' desire to let nature 
take its course. "Judaism 
rejects passivity and 
noninterference with na
ture," he said: "Jewish 
law supports the life-sav
ing operation." 

VOJISLAV 
KOSTUNICA: Jewish 
community activists 
among those hoping 
he'd assume presi
dency. 

"We are all now, to
gether with the whole 
country, expecting 
changes, after 1 0 long 
years of suffering and 
(' " 'd .ear, salOne commu-
nityactivist. Opposition 
leader Vojislav 
Kostunica claimed vic
tory in the September 24 
poll, and' Jews were 
among the tens of thou
sands of his jubilant sup
porters who. later cel
ebrated in Belgrade's 
streets. 

September26, the State 
Election Commission an
nounced that Kostunica 
had finished first in the 
election. But it said he 
had not crossed the 50 
percent threshold needed 
to avoid a runoff with in
cumbent President 
Slobodan Milosevic, the 
indicted war criminal 
whose brutal nationalis
tic policies have isolated 

and economically ruined 
Yugoslavia during the 
past decade. 

The commission said 
Kostunica won 48.22 
percent of the vote to 
40.23 for Milosevic. The 
opposition claims 
Kostunica won outright 
and has refused to join 
the runoff, scheduled for 
October 8. "There is no 
specific Jewish issue in 
this mess, if you don't 
count a graffiti I saw on 
a wall the other clay: 
'Kostunica, son of a 
Jewish woman' -prob
ably meant as an insult," 
said Bmne Popovic, a 
former president of the 
Belgrade Jewish COlll-

munity who is a long
time supporterofthe op
posi.ion. 

Although in recent 
years Yugoslav Jewish 
leaders were able to at
tend intemational Jewish 
meetings, they often felt 
isolated from the world 
Jewish community -
particularly during last 
year's NATObombingof 
Yugoslavia. 

Yugoslav Jews atlend
ing the General Assem
bly of the Europe<ln 
Council of Jewish Com
munities held in Nice in 
May 1999 said they felt 
as if they were double 
victims - of NATO and 
of Miloscvic. 
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