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Editorial/ comment 

Canada's UN Security Council 
delegation needs 'reality check' 

The past two weeks have been among the most 
, depressing and alarming for Jews and other 

.. supporters of Israel since the "Oslo peace 
process" began in 1993. 

Synagogues have been attacked in Canada. At least 
one has been set on fire 'in the U.S., and there have 
been even more widespread attacks on Jewish insti
tutions in other parts of the Diaspora. 

In Israel, initially at least. there were even more 
deeply disturbing scenes of Arab attacks on Jewish 

• property, and Jewish retaliation. 
Almost in a moment, it seems, an 

Israeli-Palestinian peace process that started so 
promisingly in 1993, has been brought to an unprece
dentedly bloody and angry halt - and possibly, to an 
end. 

What's bitterly ironic is that Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders appeared to be closer than ever to reaching a 
deal on the most conflict-laden issue of all - the final 
status of Jerusalem. 

Granted, Palestinian fatalities have far outnum
bered Jewish deaths, in this latest series of show
downs, Any loss of innocent human life is always 
regrettable. But what the Palestinians lack is the 
weapons, not the will; a" photograph showing a 12-
year-old Palestinian boy proudly holding up a pair of 
bloody palms, after he witnessed or took part in the 
Ramallah lynchings of Jewish soldiers, is graphic 
proof of that. 

What's truly disappointing was Canada's vote at 
the UN Security Council October 7, in support of a 

one-sided resolution condemning the IDF for "exces
sive use offorce" to contain Palestinian rioters, with
out considering Yasser Arafat's arranging for and 

"refusal to quell the violence. (See the full text of the 
resolution on page 26 of this issue.) 

If they're old enough, the same Canadian delegates 
undoubtedly supported the Trudeau government dur
ing the "October crisis" of 1970. That's when the 
federal government declared a national emergency, 
and sent army troops to Montreal to jail 450 "sepa
ratists", some as young as 15. That massive action 
was a response to terrorists' kidnapping of a British 
trade official, and kidnapping and murder of a 
Quebec cabinet minister. Imagine how those 
Canadian UN delegates would react to the kind of 
emergency Israeli police and the IDF have had to 
respond to in the past few, weeks, trying to protect 
residents of Israeli cities and towns from violent, 
hatefilled gangs. 

Ramallah, site of some of the most VICIOUS 
Palestinian violence last week, is only IS kilometres 
north of Israel's capital. And in Jerusalem, the clash
es were taking place right in town. It would be a 
sobering reality check for UN officials representing 
this second-biggest country in the world to measure 
distances in tiny Israel. Unlike in Canada in 1970, 
the violence isn't hundreds or thousands of miles 
away, and meted out to only two people. Often, it's 
been practically across the street, and directed at 
entire communities. 
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An eerily prophetic Drybones cartoon issued in 
mid-September. 

Israel's Arabs see themselves as Palestinians, not Israelis 
Arab violence in Jerusalem, Jaffa, other Israeli cities & towns no surprise 

There are many 
.. aspects to the 

alarming events 
of recent weeks here. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

Diplomats, commen
tators, politicians and 
others have filled the 
media with their expla
nations and accusations. 

I single out one aspect 
of this alarming situa
tion - the participation 
by Israeli Arabs in out
right v iolence in places 
like Jerusalem, Jaffa, 
Haifa and many Arab 
towns. 

It should have come 
as no surprise to those 
who have been follow
ing developments here 
of late. The evidence of 
what was to come was 
clear, but official Israel 
preferred to ignore or 
bel ittle the threat. It took 
many forms which, in 
view of what occurred, 
should have been obvi-
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Israeli Arab youngsters attaching a Palestinian 
flag to a lamp post in Jaffa, south of downtown 
Tel Aviv October 4: 71 per cent of Israeli Arabs 
consider themselves mainly "Palestinian", a 
recent poll shows. Copyright: Isranet, 

ous omens. It was not too much 
Only four months ago earlier that at a sympo-

Police Major General sium at the University of 
Alik Ron, commander Haifa, speakers warned 
of the northern area, that the imminent cre-
warned that there was a ation of a Palestine state 
significant nationalist would give legitimacy 
radicalization of the to the national identity 
Israeli Arabs, with open of Israel's Arabs as 
incitement. Ron was Palestinians. They 
reprimanded for going woul~ seek a degree of 
public with his com- personal autonomy in 
ments. matters of education, 

communications, cultur
al institutions and the 
like in those parts of 
Israel where they are ,a 
majority, and such status ' 
would inevitably lead to 
demands for territorial 
autonomy. It was 
charged that agencies 
and institutions 
designed to serve 
Israel's Arabs on a 
nationalist basis were 
being created. 

Confirmation was not 
slow in coming. "Arab 
Israelis might demand 
separation from the 
Jewish state," read a 
headline in the Arab, 
English language paper, 
The Jerusalem Times. 
Quietly, but in their own 
circles, Arab intellectu
als began a movement 
agitating for national 
autonomy for the Arabs 
residing in the Galilee 
and in other areas within 
Israel where they live in 
large concentrations. 

Indeed, the very des
ignation as Israeli Arabs 
has been rejected by 
many. One Arab attor
ney from a prosperous 
village in the Galilee 
was quoted as saying: 
"First of all, I am a 
Palestinian. Then I am 
an Arab. Last, I am a 
Christian. I also happen 
to live in Israel but I 
don't feel I am an Israeli 
citizen. I can't be a real 
citizen of Israel as long 
as it is a Jewish state;" 

When'warnings to this 

effect were sounded in 
the press, Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak 
hastened to say that 
Israel's Arab population 
should not be subject to 
wholesale discrimina
tion because of isolated 
individuals. Isolated? 
He paid no heed to the 
fact that the Institute for 
Peace Research at Givat 
Haviva, which has a 
pro-Arab reputation, 
had already reported 
that in a survey of 
Israel's Arabs conducted 
a year earlier, close to a 
fifth of those queried 
rejected the right of the 
State of Israel to exist. 
Four years earlier, only 
6.8 per cent had negated 
Israel's existence. 

Wording of the ques
tion in more specific 
form: Do you recognize 
the right of Israel to 
exist as a Jewish Zionist 
state?- brought a nega
tive reply from 45.3 per 
cent. 

And a more recent 
poll conducted by the 
same institute showed 
that 71 per cent of 
Israel's 1.1 million Arab 
citizens now identify 
themselves primarily as 
"Palestinians", as 
opposed to 37 per cent a 
few years earlier. 
(Cont. on page 5. See 
"Carl Alpert".) 
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Comn1ent/ letters 

Listening to Israeli gunfire at a birthday party in Philadelphia 
Jews, other Philadelphians Nechemia Meyers met didn't show much intcrest in violence in Isracl 
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wife 
left 
last 

week for a trip to 
Philadelphia in order to 
celebrate the first birth
day of Yotam, our latest 
grandchild, we hoped to 
forget about the prob
lems of the Middle East, 
at least for a little while. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

But we failed. For 
while we were attending 
Yotam's party, the 
sounds of gunfire back 
home kept ringing in our 
ears. 

Above: Riot police on patrol during the night of 
October 3 in Yefet Street in Jaffa, after Arab rioting 
there, and below, Israeli riot police argue with Arab 
women: In Philadelphia, writer Nechemia Meyers 
found, he couldn't find much interest in Israel's lat
est conflict. Copyright: Isranet. 

We heard them quite 
literally on TV news
casts and what details 
were missing were filled 
in by the Tel Aviv dailies 
Yediot Aharonot and 
Ma'ariv - both of which 
are on sale in the City of 
Brotherly Love - and by 
frequent calls from 
friends and relatives in 
Israel. Anxiety was 
clearly evident in their 
voices, concerned as 
they are about loved 
ones who have to travel 
along roads that are no 
longer safe or, worse 
yet, who are members of 
combat units that have 
moved into position for 
possible action. It didn't 
matter who is on the 
other end of the line -
rightwinger or left
winger, observant or 
secular, young or old -
all are deeply disturbed 
by the situation and fear
ful that it will grow 
worse. 

What made things par
ticularly difficult for us 

Carl Alpert 
(Cont. from page 4.) 

last week was the fact 
that, with few excep
tions, we couldn't really 
share our feelings with 
the people around us. 
The good citizens of 
Philadelphia couldn't be 
more friendly, and when 
the checkout lady at a 
neighborhood supermar
ket or the pharmacist at a 
downtown drug store 
tells us "have a good 
day," they clearly mean 
it. But were we at home, 
we would be sharing 
common concems with 
the checkout lady and 
the pharmacist, which 
makes a great deal of 
difference. 

Only a month ago, an Arab member of the Knesset 
divulged that Israel's Arabs possess huge amounts of 
weapons and explosive devices, most of it stolen 
from Israel's army. All under cover, of course. . 

Calls have been voiced from the Knesset podIUm 
by Arab members seeking t.o take the ryIagen ~avid 
out of the Israel flag, aboltsh the HalIkva natIOnal 
anthem, and do away with the Jewish National Fund 
and the Jewish Agency for Israel. 

Almost all of the above has been public knowledge 
here. Even the daily Haaretz, known for its espousal 
of Arab rights, felt it neces!;iary to editoria,lize:, "We 
cannot accept (Arab citizens'). tn~nsf?rm~tlon mt~) a 
nationalist group with separatIst mcl~n?tlons, whl,ch 
identifies completely with the Palestmlan Authortty 
on the other side of the border." 

So, why the surprise that Israel's Arabs have 
resorted to violence? 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 

I haven't even found 
much overt interest in 
the problems of Israel 
among local Jews, of 
whom I met a great 
many at services on Yom 
Kippur. There were an 
extraordinary 2,000 of 
them who came to hear 
the Kol Nidre prayer at 
the University of 
Pennsylvania campus, 
where there are separate 
Reform, Conservative 
and Reform services. 
Much to my surprise, the 
Conservative rabbi who 
presided over the ser
vices I attended on the 
eve of Yom Kippur did-' 
n't so much as mention 
the grave situation in the 
Middle East during his 
lengthy sermon. And 
judging by the conversa
tions I overhead coming 
in and out of the syna
gogue hall, his congre
gants are concerned 
about almost everything 
except the problems of 
their co-religionists in 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 

In a certain sense, this 
is understandable. Since 
Jews here enjoy an 
extremely high standard 
of living and seldom if 
ever encounter anti
Semitism, few are likely 
to share' my anxieties 
about the future of the 
Jewish state. 

*** 

THE COLUMN THAT WASN'T 
I had originally planned to write this week about a wonderful program of coop

eration between Israelis and Palestinians in the field of mental health, in the 
framework of which they have met many times to exchangc experienccs and 
compare techniques, But now, of course, the program has bcen suspcnded, and 
God only knows when it will be resumed. 

The writer lives ill Rehovot. Israel, 
- MEYERS 

Media perpetrate 'the big lie' 
By now, most of us are aware of bias 

in the media and that often, this bias is 
directed against Israel. So answer 
truthfully: How many of us were 
recently taken in by the big I ie that 
Sharon's visit to the Temple Mount 
caused the Palestinian attacks on Erev 
Rosh Hashonah? 

Surely it doesn't take a p~ychologist 
or lawyer to distinguish between an 
immediate emotional reflex and a 
series of well-orchestrated pogroms 
that came a day later. 

Can Israeli citizens not visit their 
most holy site in their own capital 
without fear of local violence and 
media condemnation? 

In fact, Sharon had notified the 

I hope and pray 
bloodshed will stop 

I never thought I'd live to see the 
day when I would see photographs of 
a burning synagogue, for real and now. 
I thought these pictures belonged to 
our sad history ... to a different century, 
when the Jews suffered pogroms in 
Eastern Europe and other countries 
around the world. Not in Israel - where 
Jews fought hard to have a peaceful 
country. 

And why are some of,us descending 
to the level of some non-Jewish van
dals? Two wrongs don't make a right. 

I hope and pray that this bloodshed 
will stop immediately. We, Jewish peo
ple, have too much to risk, and in my 
opinion, we don't need an "extra" rea
son for the world to hate us. 

May God give us all peace. Amen! 
SHOSHANA SHALEV-MINUK 

Winnipeg 

Muslim authorities in charge of the 
mosques of his intentions, and was 
assured nothing would happen. 

How quickly forgotten is the 
Palestinian bomb that killed an Israeli 
soldier a few days earlier. 

Did the Israelis respond with attacks 
as a result? 

By most media double standards, its 
al right for "frustrated" Palestinians to 
attack on any pretext, while the 
Israelis must show restraint. Give me a 
break! 

Remember who first said that if a 
big lie was repeated often enough, it 
would be believed? Ironically, the 
same individual perpetrated the old 
"land for peace" scam, in the late 
1930s, by annexing parts of France 
and Czechoslovakia while the world 
looked on. 

Then it was called appeasement, and 
it didn't bring peace then, as it won 'f 
today. Incidentally, if you are still 
wondering, the above monster's first 
name was Adolf. 

E. FRANK WHITE 
Winnipeg 

CJC should demand 
Canadian 

government rescind 
UN vote 

urge the Canadian Jewish 
Congress and the Canada-Israel 
Committee to demand that the 
Canadian government rescind its votc 
in the UN on the onc-sided resolution 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

PHILIP WEISS 
Winnipeg 

Bathurst Street Market not yet 
changing over to MBK hechsher 
There appears to be a misunderstanding that has resulted from your ?rticle 

regarding the new Va'ad Hakashrut. ("Vaad hopes to increase cons~mptlon. of 
kosher food in Winnipeg, Jewish Post & News, October 11.) Yo~r arttcle (whIch 
directly quotes Gary Dolovich, the Vaad Ha 'ir:s n~w executIve dIrector ~t a pub
lic meeting) states the Bathurst Street Market IS "m the p.rocess of changmg over 
to MBK". We have had no discussions on that matter WIth the MBK at all. In a 
brief conversation, Mr. Dolovich has told me that the organization wo~ld like to 
bring us under their supervision, and [ agreed that we could ,talk ~bout I.t after thc 
holiday season. At no time have we ever had a substanltve dISCUSSIon about 
"changing over to the MBK". " , 

While we are not opposed to the prospect of bemg certlflCd by the MBK, .the 
fact is that we do not know what terms and conditions the MBK will set, and sIm
ilarly, they do not know under what circumstances we,will)oin thc nc,",:, supervis
ing agency. We currently operate under t~e kashrut dIrectIOn of RabbI Avrohom 
Altein and we will continue to consult hIm on matters of kashrut. Regardless of 
where 'our kashrut certification comes from, we will continue to maintain the high 
standards that our customers have come to expect. 

I trust that this clarifies our stand on this matter. 
JACK RAVETSKY, Manager, Downstairs Delicatess~n ~td., 

Bathurst Street Market, Wmmpeg 
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