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Canadian Jewish news 

Israeli ambassador 'excited' to be back in Canada Chassidic organization convicted of tax evasion 
By DIANE KOVEN 

OTTAWA - With the 
new year comes a new 
Israeli Ambassador to 
Canada. In mid-Septem
ber, Haim Divon arrived 
in Ottawa to take up the 
post which, he says, is the 
envy of his colleagues. 

A lawyer by training, 
Divon entered the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs in 1975, shortly af
ter receiving his licence 
to practise law and with 
that, his career took a 
sharp turn. He has re
mained with the ministry 
ever since, advancing up 
the ranks' and enjoying a 
variety of assignments. 
Divon's first foreign post
ing was as second secre
tary at the Israeli Consu
late in Bombay. 

"GeneralIy speaking, I 
have been very fortunate 
with the assignments I 
have been given," says 
Divon. "For any diplo
mat, to begin with India 
was a treat. .. For me, to 
be there during the time 
when Israel was isolated, 
to feel the warmth of the 
people towards Israel in 
Bombay, in spite of the 

HAIMDIVON: He was 
last here as consul gen
eral, two decades ago. 

cold shoulder from New 
Delhi, was an interesting 
experience. " 

Following his posting 
to India, Divon spent two 
years in Canada as con
sul general in Toronto. 
"Toronto was the exact 
opposite in terms of in
frastructure, standard of 
living," he says. "This 
made it clear to me that 
we must not close our 
eyes to what is happen
ing elsewhere." Return
ing to Canada as ambas
sador is very special for 
Divon. "This is the wish 
of every diplomat," he 
says, "to return as an 
ambassador to a country 

in which he served in his 
junior days, especially in 
a place which he en
joyed." 

Divon . has special 
memories of his years in 
Toronto and has kept in 
touch with some of the 
friends he made. "At that 
time,", he says, "we 
worked very closely on 
the campuses, and many 
of the students from those 
days have become lead
ers in the"lewish commu
nity, people such as 
Moshe Ronen and Jack 
Silverstone. " 

While in Ottawa, Divon 
would like to emphasize 
aspects of Israel other 
than conflict. "Canada is 
also playing a very, i"m
portant role in the peace 
process, and I hope it will 
continue to playa major 
role," he says. "There are 
many items on the 
agenda, and I wilI make 
sure my hands will be full. 
I am looking forward to 
an enjoyable and fruitful 
stay here in Ottawa." 

Reprinfedwifh permis
sion, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

MONTREAL - A charitable organi
zation managed by members of the 
chassidic Tash community in 
Boisbriand, Quebec has been convicted 
of tax evasion after pleading guilty to a 
$60-million fraud scheme. 

The organization, Construit Toujours 
Avec Bonte, was fined $400,000 at the 
St. Jerome courthouse, the Canada Cus
toms and Revenue Agency (CCRA) an
nounced. 

A two-year CCRA investigation re
vealed that the organization issued and 
sold false charity donation receipts and 
phony bills for amounts equal to 20 
percent of their real value, according to 
a press release. 

"This scheme enabled individuals or 
companies to fraudulently reduce their 
tax payable. The CCRA' s investigation 
is not yet complete, as donor files have 
yet to be examined and tax fraud charges 
could be laid," it was stated. 

Both Construit Toujours Avec Bonte 
and the Tash community's Montreal 
Rabbinical College, also known as Oir 
Hachaim d'Tash, have had their right to 
issue tax receipts revoked. 

People and businesses whose names 
appear on the phony receipts will be 
reassessed shortly, and may face crimi
nal charges, according to Gaetan 
Ouellette of the CCRA's investigation 

LIFE IS BETTER, BECAUSE OF YOU ... 

Here at home, Edith couldn't hear. the doorbell. Didn't answer the phone. Started 
wearing winter clothes in summer. Neighbours worried. When Edith showed up for 
Shabbat services on Wednesday, her attorney called Jewish Child and Family Serv
ices. Now, Edith, who is 89, has a social worker involved on a regular 
basis to provide counselling, to arrange for the delivery of kosher 
meals every day. The social worker also helps make arrangements 
for groceries, a 24-hour emergency response system ne~ to her bed, a better 
hearing aid, an amplified doorbell, ana a helper to prepare meals. 

WITHOUT YOUR NEW OR 
INCREASED PLEDGE ••• 

SHE WON'T RECEIVE HELP . 

Everyone has the right to live with dignity, to feel safe. The Combined 
Jewish Appeal works year round to meet the immediate and long-term 
needs of hundreds of elderly Jews, here at home, and hundreds more in 
Israel and around the world. With your gift we can do more. 

Campaign 2000,3,535,000 for more information call Linda at 477.:.7428. 

division, 
Donors were given tax receipts for 80 

per cent more than the amount they 
actualIy gave the organization. The do
nor could then deduct the inflated amount 
from his provincial and federal income 
taxes. With receipts totalling $60 mil
lion, the charitable organization would 
have netted $12 million. 

B 'nai Brith Canada League for Hu
man Rights national chair Stephen 
Scheinberg said he hoped the scandal 
would not cast a shadow' on the entire 
Jewish community. 

He denounced the scam as "the rather 
ugly criminal acts of a smalI group" in 
the Tash community, but warned against 
inferring that.this practice is widespread 
in the Jewish community. 

"A story of this nature risks casting a 
very negative shadow over Quebec's 
entire Jewish community and can un
justly nourish intolerant stereotypes," 
he said. 

The league was critical of the Gazette 
for reporting quotes from the man who 
exposed the scam, Joseph Gutstadt,' 
president of Magil Construction Inter
national. 
. "Mr. Gutstadt's views of fundraising 
by Orthodox Jews are uninformed and 
vicious." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 
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u.s~ Jewish news 

Activists mobilize for Israel 
with massive New York rally 
By MICHAEL.J . .JOR
DAN 

NEW YORK (.JT A) -
Thousands of street dem
onstrators showed soli
darity for Israel in New 
York on October 12, in a 
counteroffensive to what 
organizers say is a global 
perception - promulgated 
by much of the news me
dia and the United Na
tions - thattheJewish state 
is to blame for the esca
lating violence in the 
Middle East. 

And in a sign that Jew
ish leaders sense the Pal
estinians have gained the 
upper hand in international 
opinion in their quest to 

MALCOLM 
HOENLEIN: Ameri
can .Jewish leaders lob
bying European mis
sions, emissaries in U.S. 

emphasize the centrality 
of Jerusalem to the Jewish 
people and Israel's sover
eignty over Judaism's 
most holy site. The Tem
ple Mount is sacred to both 
Jews and Muslims, and the 
issue of its guardianship is 
said to have caused peace 
talks to collapse. "We will 
not be silent," vowed 
Ronald Lauder, chairman 
of the Conference of Pres i
dents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations, a 
co-sponsor of the event 
with the Jewish Commu
nity Relations Council of 
New York. recover the Temple 

Mount, many speakers 
took the opportunity to 

(Cont. on page 22. See 
"New York rally".) 

Shul torched on Yom Kippur; too early to say if 
it was a hate crime 

By BARBARA TRAININ BLANK 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (JT A) - Mel 

Woolf returned from his daily walk on 
the morning of Yom Kippur with deeply 
troubling news. Temple Ohev Sholom, 
the synagogue to which the Harrisburg 
native and his family have belonged for 
years, had been torched. A fire, later 
labeled an arson, had been set in the 
early hours of the morning on the holiest 

day of the Jewish calendar. 
Jewish community members are 

speculating that it was probably a hate 
crime. "Coming on Yom Kippur, how 
can you think it was anything else?" 
asked one member. Federal, state and 
local investigators joined forces to search 
for those responsible, but said it would 
be prematur" to declare the fire a hate 
cnme. 
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The Brownstone years 
l1e Jewish Heritage Centre of West em 

Canada is thrilled to invite the com
munity to The Brownstone Years, a 

gala concert in tribute to the music and 
memory of one of the city's most admired 
musical geniuses, Cantor Benjamin 
Brownstone. TIle Brownstone Years will 
take place Sunday, November 5 at the 
Rosh Pina Synagogue, 123 Matheson 
Avenue, beginning at 8:00 p.m. 

Cantor Benjamin Brownstone was re
nowned in Winnipeg as an accomplished 
cantor, choral conductor, composer, poet, 
musicologist and teacher. In the more 
than 40 years that he served the local 
community, he created a liturgical legacy 
that endures to this day. As conductor of 
the Talmud-Torah School Choir, the Jew
ish Community Choir and the Leo Low 
Choir, among other choral groups and 
organizations, he mentored hundreds of 
young men and women, inspiring in them 
an abiding love for Jewish liturgical mu
sic and the Hebrew language. 

One of these students, former 
Winnipegger Allan Blye, will serve as 
master of ceremonies at the November 
5th concert. Another one of these stu
dents, Vancouver-based Yiddish folk 
singer Miriam Breitman, will join BJye on 
stage as a guest performer. As well, the 
concert will feature many of the commu
nity's finest liturgical performers, among 
them Cantors Arky Berkal, Gerry Daien 
and Richard Yaffe, and brothers Richard, 
Jack,Cary Boroditsky and Danny Borden. 
Brownstone family members, the Camp 
Massad Choir and the Brownstone Alumni 
Choir will also perform. Anyone inter
ested in participating in this alumni choir 
is invited to contact the Jewish Heritage 

Centre and leave a message for Arky 
Berkal at the number listed in the ad 
below. 

Cantor Benjamin Brownstone is just 
one of many of the individuals featured in 
the exhibit Our Musical Heritage - A 
Century of Jewish Musicians and Music 
in Winnipeg, currently on display at the 
Marion and Ed Vickar Jewish Museum of 
Western Canada. This extensive exhibit, 
which explores the rich history of thc 
Jewish community's musical I ife, remains 
open to the public until December 31, 
2000. Regular museum hours are Sunday 
to Friday, noon to 4:00 p.m., and Wednes
day and Thursday from noon until 8:00 
p.m. 

Cantor Brownstone is also among the 
individuals profiled in the Jewish Herit
age Centre companion book, also titled 
Our Musical Heritage -A Century of Jew
ish Musicians and Music in Winnipeg. 
Like the museum exhibit, the book show
cases the exemplary musical achievements 
of myriad Jewish community members in 
the local and secular worlds of music. It 
also features more than 100 photographs 
as well as an extensive timeline that high
lights many of the community's musical 
milestones. It is available for purchase 
from the Jewish Heritage Centre as well 
as synagogue gift shops, Gwen Secter 
Creative Living Centre and McNally 
Robinson's Grant Park location. 

Tickets for the Brownstone concert arc 
available in advance from the Jewish 
Heritage Centre ofW estern Canada. Tick
ets at the door will depend on availabil
ity. 

.--r-eacs crJoncelt 
Sunday, NovemberS, 2000 • 8:00 pm • Rosh Pina Synagogue 

FEAT URI N G 

Allan Btye and Miriam Breitman 
with cantors Arky Berkal, Gerry Daien and Richard Yaffe, the Boroditsky brothers, Brownstone fa~~~il~l!j!lli~f~l~l!llll~tfj~1 
the Brownstone Alumni Choir and the Camp Massad Choir. !.' 

Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased 

at the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western 

or by phoning 477-7460. 
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