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World Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 

Israel and French Jews annoyed 
at Chirac's alleged pro-Arab role 
By JOSHUA 
SCHUSTER 

PARIS (JTA) - Ever 
eager to increase its role 
in the Middle East peace 
process, France's recent 
step into the fray has ag
gravated Israel and its 
own Jewish community. 
Israel accused French 
President Jacques Chirac 
of single-handedly foul
ing up a prov isional 
agreement to end the 
bloodshed reached dur
ing the brief summit two 
weeks ago in Paris be
tween Palestinian Au
thority President Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak. 

At the tense meeting 
brokered by U.S. Secre
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright, Arafat seemed 
ready to initial an accord 
with Barak to halt the vio
lence. Yet in a courtesy 
calI to Chirac by Arafat 
just moments before the 
two sides were to calI for 
a cease-fire, Chirac re
portedly lectured Arafat 
on how he should hold 
out for more and force 
the issue of an interna
tional inquiry into what . 
caused the violence. 

Israel has refused such 
an inquiry, saying itgives 
Arafat an excuse not to 
continue peace talks and 
an international body 
would be biased against 
Israel After returning to 
Israel on October 5, 

JACQUES CHIRAC, 
French president: He 
reportedly urged Arafat 
to hold out for more, in 
cease fire talks with Is
rael and the U.S. 

Barak's chief of staff, 
Danny r: atom, singled 
out Chirac's alleged in
terference as what 
"turned this thing on its 
head." Barak laterphoned 
the French president and 
warned him against en
couraging "a revival of 
terrorism" by supporting 
Arafat's demand, since 
"we know he is at the 
origin of the current ter
rorism" against Israel. 

A Chirac spokesman 
called the claim "ridicu
lous" and insisted that 
during the Paris meeting 
"France pleaded for an 
appeasement and for the 
parties to reach an ac
cord." From the first out
bursts of violence, the 
French government has 
been quick to point its 
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finger at Israeli Likud 
Party leader Ariel 
Sharon's September 28 
visit to the Temple Mount 
as the cause of the Pales
tinian rage. France then 
led the European Com
mission in signing a reso
lution condemning the 
level of Israeli force 
against the Palestinians. 

France has long made 
public its desire to playa 
larger role in the peace 
process. Although its of
ficial policy is to remain 
nonpartisan in Middle 
East affairs, France tends 
to be pro-Arab due to its 
large Islamic population 
and its long-standing 
friendship toward several 
Arab countries. 

In the wake of the 
French government's ap
parent partisanship, the 
French Jewish commu
nity demanded and re
ceived a meeting with 
Chirac October 8. 

Since France was ex
pected to play just a sup
porting role in the Paris 
talks, the accusation by 
Barak of Chirac's med
dling came as a surprise 
to French Jews. Joseph 
Sitruk, France's chief 
rabbi, told Israel Radio 
that' Chirac had clearly 
taken the Palestinian side. 
"We as Jews want to tell 
the president respectfully 
we don't accept that," 
Sitruk said. 

Searching for further 
reasons as to why Chirac 
has favored the Palestin
ians, Chaim Musicant, 
executive director of 
CRIF - the umbrella 
group for secular French 
Jews - said the frequently 
broadcast images of 
wounded Palestinian 
children had caused an 
"emotional reaction" in 
France against Israel. 

However, Musicant 
said, the use of children 
has been deliberate. "The 
Palestinians have 
changed their tactics. 
They have been using 
children on their front 
line. They are using chil
dren as weapons, a move 
which we haven't seen 
since the intifada. We 
think the images have in
fluenced France's deci
sions." 

Compounding the J ew
ish community's nerv
ousness was news that 
violence was spreading 
at home, after a string of 
anti-Israel and anti-Se
mitic incidents unraveled 
across the country during 
the week. 

POPE JOHN PAUL II: 
"I •.. beg everyone to put 
an end to this spiral of 
violence." 

Italy says it 
would host 
a Mideast 

peace 
summit 

By RUTH E. GRUBER 
ROME (JTA) - Italy 

has offered to host a Mid
dle East peace summit in 
Rome. "We are awaiting 
aresponse" from regional 
leaders on whether such 
a meeting "would be con
ducive" to the peace proc
ess, Italian Prime Minis
ter Giuliano Amato said 
when he made the an
nouncement October 11 
before a session of Par
liament. Amato an
nounced the invitation a 
day after he and Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini 
met in Rome with former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Before that meeting, 
Peres said the violence in 
Israel had to stop before 
the peace process could 
get back on track. "You 
cannot have negotiations 
and terror at the same 
time. You cannot com
bine water and fire to
gether. It is either-or," he 
told a news conference. 
Peres also met October 
10 with senior Vatican 
officials. 

Prior to that meeting, 
he said he thought a cal1 
for peace from Pope John 
Paul II, who maintains 
good relations with the 
Palestinians, could help 
the situation. On October 
11, the pope issued a 
strong appeal in which he 
"begged" for peace in the 
Middle East. 

At the end of his gen
eral audience in St. Pe
ter's Square, the popere
ferred to "events that have 
caused numerous victims 
and have not even spared 
holy places." 

"Faced with such a dra
matic situation, I can only 
beg everyone to put an 
end to this spiral of vio
lence without delay," he 
said. 

U.S., Argentine Jewish leaders 
will closely watch bombing tr.al 
By GAYLE HORWITZ" . 

WASHINGTON (JT A) - Six years after a bomb 
destroyed Argentina's largestJewish community build
ing, killing 86 people, Jewish leaders in Buenos Aires 
and the United States are working to make those 
responsible are brought to justice. Argentina is prepar
ing to try five suspects al1egedly involved in the attack. 
"Jews throughout the world need to understand what is 
at stake here," said Alfredo Neuburger, a consultant to 
DAIA, the political umbrel1a organization of Argen
tine Jewry. "This wasnnt just an attack on Jews in 
Buenos Aires, this was an attack on al1 Jews." 

Neuburger, the executive director of DAIA at the 
time of the 1994 AMIA Jewish Community Center 
bombing, came t6 the United States two weeks ago to 
begin two weeks of meetings with Jewish groups in 
Washington, Baltimore and New York to raise aware
ness of the upcoming trial. Last week, he was also 
scheduled to meet with members of the U.S. State 
Department and the House International Relations 
Committee. Neuburger said he would urge them to 
continue U.S. legal assistance to Argentina, which led 
to the capture of the four ex-Argentine police officers 
and one civilian who will stand trial in April. . 

Since the attack, U.S. intelIigence has worked closely 
with Argentina to solve the bombing, which many 
believe was supported by Iranian terrorist organiza
tions. Progress in the investigations of the AMIA 
bombing and of the 1992 Israeli Embassy bombing in 
Buenos Aires, which killed 29, has been painful1y 
slow, said Neuburger; The five suspects, who face life 
imprisonment if found guilty, are being tried as acces
sories to the crime. 

Many more people are presumed to have been di
rectly involved in the explosion, though no other ar
rests have been made, and a definitive tie to Iranian 

. terrorist groups has never been established. The now 
eight-year-old inquiry into the roots of the Embassy 
bombing has also failed to produce suspects. 

"It is our hope that as this case is tried, new proof will 
appear and we will go as deep as we can into finding 
those responsible," said Diego Tettamanti, political 
counselor with the Argentine Embassy in Washington. 
Jewish leaders say they are hopeful for resolution 
under the leadership of Argentine President Fernando 
de la Rua, who took office last year. He met with 
several Jewish groups in Washington in June, where he 
apologized for his countryns acceptance of Nazis after 
World War II and promised to strengthen the AMIA 
probe. Jewish leaders are encouraging world Jewry to 
keep the case in the spotlight. 

"With every year that passes, apathy sets in," said 
Dina Siegel Vann, Latin American affairs director for 
B 'nai B 'rith International. "But if justice is not served 
now, it is just laying the groundwork for more attacks." 
B 'nai B'rith has been granted observer status for the 
trial, and will have access to all trial proceedings and 
materials, Siegel Vann said. The group will act as "the 
voice of world Jewry" at the trial, she said. 

Martin Raffel, associate executive vice chairman of 
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, said it is impor
tant for American Jews to continue to show solidarity 
with the Argentine Jewish community. "We must 
continue to communicate to the Argentine government 
and community there that this is an issue we will not 
stop raising," he said. Numbering about 230,000, Ar
gentina is home to the largest Jewish community in 
Latin America, according to the World Jewish Con-
gress. .. 

Shock over the AMIA bombing deeply affected 
Jewish life in Buenos Aires, Neuburger said. Though a 
new building stands today where rubble from the old 
one fel1, most Jewish groups haye instituted "a new 
structure of security," with guards at every entrance, he 
said. Neuburger said he is still shaken by the loss of his 
21-year-old secretary and several staff members, who 
were killed as the building collapsed July 18, 1994. He 
was out of the office on business that morning, so his 
own life was spared. "There has been a tremendous 
psychological effect," he said. "But it will be much 
worse if justice is never found." 
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Was slain rabbi related to Lieberman? 
Yugoslavia's Jews,celebrate, but warn recovery will be hard 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Democratic vice-presidential 
candidate Joseph Lieberman said he is unaware that he 
is related to a rabbi who was killed in the West Bank. 
Rabbi Hillel Lieberman, who was born in the United 
States, was found dead in a cave near Nablus after he 
had been beaten and shot, allegedly by a Palestinian 
mob. Members of the rabbi's family told The New York 
Times that he was the senator's second cousin. The 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations called on President Clinton to hold 
Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat "per
sonally responsible" for the rabbi's murder. 

Fire destroys Uzbek shul 
MOSCOW (JT A) - A fire set by vandals razed a 

synagogue in the former Soviet republic of Uzbekistan 
and destroyed five of its eight Torah scrolls. Nobody 
was injured in the October 9 incident at the Bukharan 
Synagogue in Tashkent. The synagogue has received 
financial support from Lev Levayev, an Israeli dia
mond mogul from the former Soviet Union. Police are 
investigating the attack. 
Ukrainians build on Jewish cemetery 
MOSCOW (JTA) - Authorities in a Ukrainian city 

are building an apartment building on top of a Jewish 
cemetery there, according to the Union of Councils for 
SovietJews. A local court ruled that construction in the 
city ofVladimir-Volynsky could proceed despite pro
tests from human rights groups. 

Anti-Israel rally held in Sydney 
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) - At least several hun

dred Arab and Muslim protesters held an anti-Israel 
rally in Sydney, Australia. An Israeli flag was burned, 
and one speaker told the crowd that Israeli land shoyld 
be taken by force. 

Plaque h()llors.WWII diplomat. 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Japanese officials unveiled a 

plaque in Tokyo to commemorate a Japan~se diplomat 
who saved thousands of Jews when he served as a 
consul in Lithuania during World War II. "We praise 
Chiune Sugihara's courageous and humanitarian act, 
conducted in an extreme situation amid the Nazi perse
cution of Jews," Foreign Minister Yohei Kono said at 
the October 10 ceremony. 

Austria to pay survivors 
NEW YORK (JT A) - The Austrian government 

agreed to make an initial payment of $150 million U.S. 
to Holocaust survivors for property restitution, accord
ingto a Jewish group involved in the restitution proc
ess. Payments of $7,500 U.S. will be allocated to an 
estimated 21,000 Austrian survivors, half of whom 
now live in the United States, by the beginningof2001, 
the Claims Conference said. In addition, the U.S. 
government agreed to accept an Austrian proposal to 
establish a $380 million U.S. fund for Nazi-era slave 
laborers, at least 90 percent of whom are not Jewish. 

Jewish groups hold peace vigils 
NEW YORK (JTA) - U.S. Jewish groups are hold

ing prayer vigils for peace in the Mid~le East. O~e 
group held a vigil October 8 by the Liberty Bell m 
Philadelphia, while others held a vigil outside the 
Israeli Embassy in Washington. A similar ev~nt was 
held the night before outside UN headquarters m N.ew 
York. It was briefly interrupted by protesters stompmg 
on the Palestinian flag and calling Palestinian Auth?r
ity President Yasser Arafat a murderer. Meanwhile, 
U.S. Jewish groups are urging Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat to "immediately stop the blood
shed and return to negotiations." In an ad tak~n out in 
The New York Times the Conference of PreSidents of 
Major American Jew'ish Organizations reiterated its 
support for the "people and government of Israel" and 
mourned the "tragic loss of life. 

Hopes for hate crimes law dim 
WASHINGTON (JT A) - Jewish groups are ex

pressing disappointment after a hate crimes ~ea~ure 
was stripped out of U.S. congressional le~lslatlOn, 
hurting the chances of a national hate cnmes I.aw 
passing this year. The measure called for expandmg 
federal protections to victims of crimes based on gen
der, sexual orientation and disability. 

By RUTH E. GRUBER 
ROME (JTA) - The 

reaction of Yugoslav 
Jews to the dramatic 
downfall of Slobodan 
Milosevic could be read 
in the jubilant titles of e
mails they sent to friends. 
"Victory," said one, after 
opposition leader 
Vojislav Kostunica was 
inaugurated October 7 as 
president. "We are free," 
said another. 

But as Yugoslavians 
3,000 Jews looked for
ward to an end of Ser
bia's isolation and eco
nomic hardship, they 
stressed that the fate of 
their community was 
c10sel y I inked to the fate 
of Yugoslavia as a whole. 
They - and outside Jew
ish observers - warned 
that the depth of Yugo
slavia's crisis meant that 
recovery would be a long, 
hard process. 

"I am not sure every
thing is behind us," said 
Mira Poljakovic, of the 
Jewish community in 
Subotica, in northern Ser
bia. 

Still, she added in an e
mail October 8, "This 
Yom Kippur, after 10 
long years, we can de
vote ourselves to prayer 
and fasting without won
dering and fearing what 
dreadful things are await
ing us and how many 
more children will leave 
our community in search 
of democracy and work." 

At a Jewish commu
nity function last week
end, she said, "all the 
faces were smiling and 
full of hope that all will 
tum to the better - and 
that means it will be bet
ter for the Jewish com
munity, too." 

Brane Popovic, a 
former president of the 
Belgrade Jewish commu
nity and a longtime op
ponent of the Milosevic 
regime, agreed. "There 
will be a definite im
provement of life for 
Jews, but in the same way 
and along the way as it 
will happen to the oth
ers," he said in an e-mail. 
"We all hope that democ
racy (meaning eno op
pression') has come." 

He noted that while 
Kostunica is known as a 
Serbian national ist, he has 
broadened his language 
to be more inclusive when 
speaking about the peo
ple of Serbia. 

"He is mentioning eve
rybody now, talking 
about 'all the nationali
ties'; and we (Jews) are, I 
suppose, included in that 
definition," said Popovic. 

SLOBODAN 
MILOSEVIC, ousted 
president. "There will 
definitely bean improve
mCitt ofHre for Jews," a 
Belgrade Jewish com
munity leader says. 

He and others predicted 
that Kostunica would 
treatJews equally as other 
citizens and noted that 
one of Kostunica's lead
ing aides, Zarko Korac, 
is from a Jewish family. 

Popovic took active 
part in the demonstrations 
two weeks ago that cul
minated in Kostunica's 
inauguration. 

"I was in the streets," 
he said. "Of course I was, 
how could I miss the fi
nale when for years I trod 

the streets with thousands 
of others, all the time hop
ing that this day will 
come. "We are really free, 
for the first time in the 
life of most of us," said 
Popovic, who is 53. "Try
ing to describe the feel
ing, 'disbelief' and 'emp
tiness' are probably the 
closest words I can use," 
he said. "It will still take 
some time for the feeling 
to sink completely in on 
us. " 

From the beginning of 
the Yugoslav crisis more 
than a decade ago, Yugo
slav Jews were caught 
somewhere in the mid
dle. 

The close-knit Jewish 
community in the former 
Yugoslav Federation was 
divided when Slovenia, 
Croatia, Bosnia
Herzegovina and Mac
edonia broke away and 
became independent dur
ing a series of bloody 
wars. 

Fearing manipulation, 
the Jewish Federation in 
rump Yugoslavia took a 
deliberate position not to 
rock the boat - it refrained 

from official political 
positions. Popovic, in 
fact, came under fire from 
others in the community 
when he attempted to take 
an open Jewish position 
against Milosevic almost 
four years ago, when stu
dent-led demonstrations 
swept across Belgrade. 

In the wake of the ouster 
of Milosevic, several 
Jewish leaders have 
sharply criticized the of
ficial Jewish position. 
One Jewish leader de
scribed it as "falsely neu
tral. " 

In Subotica, long a 
center of the opposition, 
Mira Poljakovic said that 
Jews went from the syna
gogue to demonstrate in 
favor of Kostunica after 
Rosh Hashana services. 
"Now the whole town 
knows thatSuboticaJews 
are not cowards and that 
they, too, want to over
throw this regime and 
have democracy intro
duced in our country," 
Poljakovic told the Lon
don Jewish Chronicle 
before Milosevic's 
ouster. 
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