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Israeli news/ Noah Witman!s Yiddish column 

Behind the headlines 

Kidnapping of three soldiers 
marks latest Hezbollah attack 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- Hezbollah' s kidnapping 
of three Israeli soldiers 
last week was its first 
operation against theJ ew
ish state since the Israeli 
army withdrew from 
southern Lebanon in 
May. But the action 
marked the latest in the 
Shi'ite fundamentalist 
group's two-decade war 
on Israel. Following 
Hezbollah's success in 
Lebanon's recent parlia
mentary elections, Israeli 
officials had hoped -
vain I y, as became ev iden t 
after the October 7 ab
ductions - that the group 
would focus on Lebanese 
politics rather than heat 
up the border with Israel. 

KOFIANNAN,UNsec
retary-general: "The 
soldiers should not be 
harmed," he said, add
ing that to the best of his 
knowledge, they were 
"in good condition." 

After the Israel Defence Force failed to stop the 
kidnappers from advancing north, efforts to rescue the 
kidnapped soldiers shifted to the diplomatic front. UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan was slated to go to 
Beirut later last week to help secure the release of Staff 
Sgt. Avraham Binyamin, Staff Sgt. Omar Suad and 
Sgt. Adi Avitan. Israeli leaders refrained from com
menting on whether negotiations were being con
ducted with Hezbollah via intermediaries. 

But the appointment ofYa'acov Pen'i, a former head 
of the Shin Bet domestic security service, as the head 
of the team dealing with the issue indicated that Israel 
may indeed be willing to negotiate a prisoner ex
change, which Hezbollah has demanded. "The soldiers 
should no! be harmed," Annan said after meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, adding that the Red 
Cross should be given immediate access to the three. 
Judging by lab tests at the scene of the kidnapping, 
Israeli army officials said the soldiers were wounded, 
but they did not know how seriously. 

For his part, Annan said October 10 that to the best 
of his knowledge the soldiers were in "good condi
tion." Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan Nasrallah said 
October 7 that he was ready to negotiate a prisoner 
exchange. Mediation efforts are continuing under a 
thick veil of secrecy, with the hope that some deal could 
be worked out between Israel and Hezbollah. 

The group has demanded that Israel release more 
than a dozen Lebanese prisoners, among them Shi'ite 
leaders Sheik Abdel Karim Obeid and Mustafa Dirani, 
if it wants to see its three soldiers returned. Israel also 
holds scores of Palestinian prisoners. 

Perri has been directly responsible for negotiations 
aimed at securing the release of navigator Ron Arad, 
who bailed out of his fighter plane over Lebanon in 
1986 and is believed to have been held by pro-Iranian 
troops there. 

Israel has also been seeking information about three 
soldiers missing in action in Lebanon since 1982. 
Zachariah Baumel, Zvi Feldman and Yehuda Katz 
disappeared June II, 1982, in the battle of Sultan 
Yakoub at the beginning of Israel's invasion of its 
northern neighbor. Obeid, a Hezbollah leader, and 
Dinmi, a leader of the Amal movement, have been held 
without trial since their seizure by Israel in 1988 and 
1994, respectively. 

Israel has been holding the two in hopes of securing 
Arad's release. Obeid and Dirani top the list of prison
ers Hezbollah wants Israel to release. 

In April, Israel freed 13 Lebanese nationals wi10 had 
been held without trial as bargaining chips for the 
return ofIsraeli MIAs. 

The 13 were released following a ruling by the 
Supreme Court that Israel could not hold detainees 
indefinitely if they do not present a security threat. 
While abiding by the court's decision, Israel's Security 
Cabinet decided to initiate legislation that would give 
the go~emment the legal right to hold detainees it 
deemed"illegal fighters" as bargaining chips. 
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Israeli news 

Behind the headlines 

Peace activists stay quiet as efforts go up inflames 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- Supporters of the Oslo 
peace process have, for 
seven years, persistently 
argued that there was no 
choice but to make peace 
with the Palestine Lib
eration Organization, Is
rael's most bitter of en
emies. As diplomacy 
raised and dashed hopes
and bus bombings and 
Palestinian riots terrified 
Israelis - the peace camp 
maintained its underlying 
position: You can only 
make peace with your 
enemy, and the Palestin
ians were committed to 
resolving the conflict 
peacefull y. 

But when recent vio
lence between Israel and 
the Palestinians spiraled 
out of control, leaving at 
least 70 people dead, 
mostly Palestinians, some 
liberal Israelis received a 
rude awakening. Many 
peace supporters are now 
questioning whether the 
fundamen tal assumptions 
behind the drive for peace 
may have been flawed, as 
Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat 
failed to immediately 
show that he was willing 
to help calm the storm 
that engulfed the region. 

Nobody expressed it 
better than did Ehud 
Barak, Israel's prime 
mi n ister, speaking 
somberly to a news con
ference October 7. "A 
picture is emerging today 
that there apparently is 
no partner for peace," he 
said. "This truth hurts -
but this is the truth, and 
we must face it with eyes 
wide open and draw the 
conclusions." Those con
clusions, however, were 
far from clear. Polls indi
cated that support for the 
peace process remain 
strong. ' 

68 PERCENT 
CONTINUE TO 

SUPPORT PEACE 
PROCESS 

According to a Gallup 
poll published in the Is
raeli newspaper Ma' ariv, 
68 percent ofIsraeIis con
tinued to support the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians, while 27 
percent objected. The 
supporters included 48 
percent of those who said 
they voted for Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Israel's 
former hard-line Likud 
Party prime minister, in 
last year's elections. 
Strong support for the 
peace process came 
alongside deep fear and 

Israeli activists from the Peace Now movement 
demonstrate outside the house of Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak earlier this year. Many peace support
ers are now questioning whether the fundamental 
assumptions behind the drive for peace may have 
been flawed, as Palestinian Authority President 
Vasser Arafat failed to immediately show. that he 
was willing to help calm the storm that engulfed the 
region. Credit: Brian Hendlerl.fTA. 

frustration, with 69 per
cent of Israelis voicing 
'fear "for the future of the 
state" and 67 percent say
ing they were unsatisfied 
with the way Barak has 
handled the crisis so far. 

The polls were taken 
before Palestinians de
stroyed Joseph's Tomb, 
a Jewish holy site in the 
West Bank town of 
Nablus, after Israel aban
doned the site under 
agreement with the Pal
estinian Authority, and 
the kidnapping of three 
israeli soldiers by 
Hezbollah gunmen on Is
rael's northern border. 
The explanation, appar
ently, is that although Is
raelis are frightened by 
the latest cycle of vio
lence, they also want to 
avoid a war at all costs 
and know the end result 
will likely be the same as 
a negotiated peace . 

"I share completely 
Bar.ak's deep disappoint
ment from Arafat and the 
Palestinian Authority," 
said Ran Cohen, a 
Knesset member from the 
left-wing Meretz Party. 
However, he added, even 
if the only decision is to 
go to war, Israelis and 
Palestinians will eventu
ally have to find a way to 
reach a compromise. 

Across the peace camp, 
which has often slammed 

harsh Israeli responses to 
Palestinian violence, 
there were signs of sup
port for Barak's handling 
of the situation, "The 
peace camp is in a very 

- difficult situation right 
now, because we advo
cated a process that has 
ended," saidJanetAviad, 
an activist from Peace 
Now, an Israeli peace 
advocacy group. 

The only consolation 
for Aviad is that Israelis 
have not taken to the 
streets calling for Israel 
to reconquer West Bank 
towns or the Gaza Strip, 
as well as the polls that 
show Israelis overwhelm
ingly want to go back to 
the negotiating table. 

For now, however, 
Aviad believes groups 
like Peace Now must re
main silent until calm is 
restored. 

"The overwhelming 
feeling is disappointment, 
and at this moment when 
the situation is rather 
grave the thing to do is to 
be silent," said Aviad. 
"The peace movement 
really is not relevant right 
now." 

On the farthest end of 
the peace camp, Uri 
A vneri, head of Gush 
Shalom, an Israeli peace 
movement, criticized the 
mainstream peace camp 
for its silence and for fail-

ing to condemn the 
government1ts behavior 
toward the Palestinians. 
"In any great crisis, the 
so-called left and peace 
movement disappears 
from the scene," he said. 
"The idea that we are the 
victim is so deeply en
trenched that even in a 
war where Israel is kill
ing dozens and wound
ing thousands we still 
consider ourselves the 
victims." 

Back towa'rd the center 
of the political spectrum, 
other peace activists also 
believe the ultimate con
clusion of the current 
round of bloodshed will 
be a negotiated peace. 
"The alternative to a vi
able peace process is very 
clear to us," Uri Savir, a 
chief negotiator of the 
Oslo accords and now a 
Knesset member from the 
Center Party, told JT A in 
a telephone interview. "It 
is very dangerous to both 
sides." 

Savir said he was "not 
surprised" by the out-

break of violence, given 
Palestinian frustration _ 
with the process. He also 
admitted that "some 
things could have been 
done differently" in the 
Oslo agreements, but 
would not elaborate. 

Yet according to Savir, 
a peace agreement after 
such a severe outbreak of 
violence would "get even 
stronger public support." 
The peace camp must, he 
said, explain to Israelis 
that the process will never 
bring about "immediate 
reconciliation. " 

"It is about a diplomatic 
breakthrough toward a 
very gradual reconcilia
tion process between peo
ple that has taken much 
longer than people de
luded themselves," Savir 
said. 

Should the violence 
continue, Savir predicted, 
it would likely be fol
lowed by another Camp 
David-like summit. "The 
peace camp will come out 
again and there still will 
be the basic divide: Do 

you solve it by force or 
don't you solve it by 
force?" 

But with violence es
calating, the knowledge 
that it was unlikely for 
Israel ever to solve the 
conflict by force could 
do little to prevent a dete
rioration of the situation. 
Ephraim Sneh, Israel's 
deputy defence minister, 
who has long been in the 
·'pragmatic" peace camp, 
is aware of the conse
quences of the destruc
tion of trust between Is
rael and the Palestinians. 

Commenting on the 
Palestinians'dismantling 
of Joseph's Tomb despite 
an agreement with Israel, 
Sneh seemed to have lost 
all confidence in the Pal
estinian leadership. "It 
casts a very dark shadow 
of doubt over the viabil
ity of continuing negotia
tions with them," Sneh 
said. "If at this stage, they 
reject our agreements, 
then a hand outstretched 
for peace can quickly be
come a fist." 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, October 20, services 7: 15 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, October 21, Shabbat services 9:30 a.m. Mincha 6:45 p.m. Hakofot at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, October 22, Simchat Torah 9:30 a.m., no evening service. 
Monday. October 23·Thursday, October 26, services 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

DNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, October 20· morning service at 8:00 a.m., evening service at 6:00 p.m., candle lighting at 6:09 p.m. 
Saturday, October 21 - morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 6:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:05 p.m. 
Sunday, October 22· morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 6:00 p.m. Yom Yov ends 7:03 p.m. 
Monday, October 23-Thursday, October 26· morning service at 7:00 a.m., evening service at 6:00 p.m. 

CIIAVURATTEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, October 20. Etcv Shemini Azeret. Candle lighting: 6:09 p.m. Mincha/kabbalat Shabbat: 6:00 p,m. 

Shacharis Saturday: 9:30 a.m. Mincha: 6:00 p.m . 
Saturday, October 21 eve Simchat Torah. Candle: 7:05 p.m. Hakafot: 7: 15. Shacharis: 9:30 a.m. Mincha: 6:00 

p.m. Yom Tov ends: 7:03 p.m. 

CHEVRA MISHNA YES SYNAGOGUE 
700 Jefferson Avenue 
Daily morning service (Monday to Friday), 7:30 a.m. 
Sundays and statutory holidays, morning service, 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, October 20, Hoshana Rabba, 7th Day Suecos, Erev Yom Tov (Shemini Alzcres) Mincha and KabbaIlas 

Shabbas Shel Yom Tov, 6: 15 p.m. 
Saturday. October 21, Shemini Atzeres, moming service 9:30 a.m. witll Yizkor. Kiddish and words from the 

Torah at the conclusion of Musaf. Mincha service 6: 15 p.m. Ma 'ariv and Havdalah, 7: 15 p.m. Hakofas 7:30 p,m. 
Sunday, October 22, Simchas Torah, morning service 9:30 a,m. witll Hakofas. Kiddish and words from the Torah 

at the conclusion of Musaf. Mincha service 6: 15 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is welcome. 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 
561 Wellington Crescent. 
Daily morning service (Monday-Friday): 7:30 a.m. Daily evening service (Monday-Friday): 6:00 p.m. Sunday 

& statutory holiday mornings: 9: 15 a.m. 
Shabbatmorning service: 9: 15 a.m., evening service: 6:00 p.m. 

HERZLlA-ADAS YESHURVN CONGREGATION 
Service schedule for week of October 21·27. She mini AtzeretlYizkor. 
Candle lighting October 20 at 6:08 p.m. Mincha: 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, October 21: Shemini Atzerct. Shabbat morning service at 9:00 a.m. Yizkor - II :00 a.m. Mincha, 

Ma 'ariv 6:00 p.m. HakkafotlSimchat Torah celebration 7:05 p.m. Candle lighting of 2nd Yom Tov aFter 7:05 p.m. 
Sunday, October 22, Simchat Torah. Shacharit 9:00 a.m. Hakkafot 10:00 a.m. Mincha, Ma'ariv 6:00 p.m. 

Havdallah, Yom To\' ends 7:03 p.m. 
Junior Congregation 3·5 years, 6·8 years. 
NCSY Youth Minyan (for ages 9·18) beings 9: 15 a.m. promptly. 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, October 20, morning service at 7: 15 a.m., evening service at 6: 15 p.m., candle lighting at 6: 10 p.m. 

Saturday, October21, morning service at 9:00 '.01., evening'service .t6:00 p.m. Sh.bb.tends at7:05 p.m. Simchat 
Torah 5:45 p.m. 

Sunday, Oclober'22, morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 6:40 p.m. Yom ends 7:03 p.m. 
Monday, October 23-Thursday, October 26, moming service at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 6:05 p.m. 

TALMVDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street 
Friday, October20- Hoshanah Rabbah. Candle lighting time for Friday, October 20, Erev Shemini Alzerctat6:09 

p.m. MinchalKabbalat Shabbat: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 21, Shemini Alzeret. Shacharit: 9:05 a.m. Yizkor before Musaph. Mincha: 6:00 p.m. Yom Tov 

candle lighting after Shabbat ends at 7:05 p.m. Hakafot at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 22, Simchat Torah. Shacharit: 9: 15 a.m. Mincha: 6:00 p.m. Yom Tov ends 7:03 p.m. 
Daily shacharit service (Monday to Friday) at 7:30 a.m. Daily MinchalMaarivservices at 6:00 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to allend. 
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