
4 THE JEwiSH POST & NEWS, iN~dnesday, October 25, 2CXXl 

Editorial/comment· 

Time to increase Jewish community vigilance 

A n arson attack at a synagogue in nearby St. 
Paul, Minnesota. The torching of a synagogue 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Spraypainting of 

anti-Semitic graffiti on synagogues in eastern 
Canada. 

Dry Bones 

These are unnerving events, for North American 
Jewish communities used to peaceful coexistence 
with other ethnic, racial and religious groups. 

But they're signs that Jewish communities around 
the world should be in a state of alert, given the cur
rent Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

The arson at Adath Israel Synagogue, an Orthodox 
congregation in St. Paul, 500 miles from Winnipeg, 
only led to the destruction of the synagogue's 
sukkah. But the roof of the building was smoldering, 
indicating the seriousness of the incident, and the 
synagogue suffered "extreme smoke damage". 

The attack on the ironically-named Temple Ohev 
Shalom (temple "love of peace") in Harrisburg, cap
ital of the state of Pennsylvania, was even more wor
rIsome. 

The fire destroyed new construction underway at 
the synagogue, oldest in the city and one of the old
est Reform congregations in the country. 

These North American incidents are disturbing, but 
they pale in comparison to what's been going on in 
Europe, since the current conflict began in Israel and 
the occupied territories late last month. 

In London, an Orthodox Jewish student was 
stabbed on a city bus. In I France, nearly 100 

anti-Semitic incidents had been reported as of 
October 18, including the firebombings of a Paris 
synagogue and a Jewish shop in Toulon. 

These attacks are viewed as emotional responses 
to a conflict that has triggered outrage among both 
Arabs and Jews. 

In time, hopefully, tempers will die down, and 
Jews and Arabs in the Diaspora will be able to come 
together, as they have since the early 1990s, to trade 
views and share their hopes and dreams for their peo
ples. 

At this point, unfortunately, the anger may be too 
deep in many cities for local Jews and Muslims to 
meet and talk like that. 

In Winnipeg, reports Evelyn Hecht, the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Appeal's 
community relations director, there have been no 
attacks on property of Jewish institutions since the 
violence began in Israel last month. But organiza
tions and institutions have been advised to review 
their security measures, and follow federation/CJA 
advice on safeguarding property and people. Police 
have also pledged to step up patrols of Jewish com
munity institutions. 

Hecht's comment is reassuring. But Winnipeg's 
HSBA Cemetery was the site of recordsetting van
dalism last year, so nobody should assume we're 
immune from violence related to the current Middle 
East conflict. 
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Between the lines: Myths of the Middle East 
The Koran says nothing about Jerusalem 

The following, an 
evaluation of Middle, 
Eastern .media distor
tion, is written by some
one who claims fo be an 
American Arab. If was 
forwarded to Thelewish 
Post & News by Rabbi 
Moshe Stern, a profes
sor of Near Eastern and 
ludaic studies at the 
University of Manitoba. 

"This piece has a 
good handle on many of 
the historical facts," 
Stern writes in a foot
note to the article. "The 
problem is that there are 
a whole bunch of people 
who believe the other 
story. While that doesn't 
change history, it does 
most certainly change 

contemporary realities. 
"If this gentleman is 

in . fact . an> ., Al(ab 
American or Palestinian 
American journalist, I 
strongly urge him to 
watch his back. " 
By JOSEPH FARAH 

I 've been quiet since 
Israel erupted in 

.. ..fighting spurred by 
disputes over the 
Temple Mount. Until 
now, I haven't even 
bothered to say, "See, I 
told you so." But I can't 
resist any longer. I feel 
compelled to remind 
you of the column I 
wrote just a couple 
weeks before the latest 
upnsmg. 

Yeah, folks, I predict-
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Dome of The Rock on Jerusalem's Temple Mount 
in a photo taken in the early 1990s: The Koran 
mentions "Mecca" and "Medina" countless times, 
writes Joseph Farah. "It says nothing about 
Jerusalem." IPPA photo. 

ed it. That's OK. Hold 
your applause. 

After all, I wish I had 
been wrong. More than 
100 people have been 
killed since the current 
fighting in and around 
Jerusalem began. And 
for what? If you believe 
what you read in most 
news sources, 
Palestinians want a 
homeland and Muslims 
want control over sites 
they consider holy. 
Simple, right? 

Well, as an Arab
American journalist 
who has spent some 
time in the Middle East 
dodging more than my 
share of rocks and mor
tar shells, I've got to tell 
you that these are just 
phony excuses for the 
rioting, trouble-making 
and land-grabbing. 

Isn't it interesting that 
prior to the 1967 Arab
Israeli war, there was no 
serious movement for a 
Palestinian homeland? 

"Well, Farah," you 
might say, "that was 
before the Israelis 
seized the West Bank 
and Old Jerusalem." 

That's true. In the Six
Day War, Israel cap
tured Judea, Samaria 
and East Jerusalem. But 
they didn't capture these 
territories from Yasser 
Arafat. They captured 
them from Jordan's 
King Hussein. I can't 
help but wonder why all 
these Palestinians sud
denly discovered their 
national identity after 
Israel won the war. 

The truth is that 
Palestine is no more real 
than Never-Never Land. 

The first time the name 
was used was . in 70 
A.D., when the Romans 
committed genocide 
against the Jews, 
smashed the Temple, 
and declared the land of 
Israel would be no 
more. From then on, the 
Romans promised, it 
wou(d be known as 
Palestine. The name was 
derived from the 
Philistines, a Goliathian 
people conquered by the 
Jews centuries earlier. It 
was a way for the 
Romans to add insult to 
injury. They also tried to 
change the name of 
Jerusalem to Aelia 
Capitol ina, but that had 
even less staying power. 

Palestine has never 
existed - before or since 
- as an autonomous enti
ty. 

It was ruled alternate
ly by Rome, by Islamic 
and Christian crusaders, 
by the Ottoman Empire 
and, briefly, by the 
British after World War 
I. The British agreed to 
restore at least part of 
the land to the Jewish 
people as their home
land. 

There is no language 
known as Palestinian, 

There is no distinct 
Palestinian culture. 

There has never been 
a land known as 
Palestine governed by 
Palestinians. 
Palestinians are Arabs, 
indistinguishable from 
Jordanians (another 
recent invention), 

Syrians, Lebanese, 
Iraqis, etc. , 

Keep in mind that the 
Arabs control 99.9 per
cent of the Middle East 
lands. Israel represents 
one-tenth of one per 
cent of the landmass. 
But that's too much for 
the Arabs. They want it 
all. And that is ultimate
ly what the fighting in 
Israel is about today. 
Greed. Pride: Envy. 
Covetousness. No mat
ter how many land con
cessions the Israelis 
make, it will never be 
enough. 

What about Islam's 
holy sites? There are 
none in Jerusalem. 

Shocked? You should 
be. I don't expect you 
will ever hear this brutal 
truth from anyone else 
in the international 
media. It's just not polit
icall y correct. 

I know what you're 
going to say: "Farah, the 
AI Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock in 
Jerusalem represent 
Islam's third most holy 
sites. " 

Not true. In fact, the 
Koran says nothing 
about Jerusalem. It men
tions Mecca hundreds of 
times. It mentions 
Medina co.untless times. 
It never mentions 
Jerusalem. 
(Cont. on page 5. See 
"Writer. questions 
Islamic . claim to 
Jerusalem".) 

Comment/letter"s 

A shock to Israel's liberals 
Arafat, Israeli Arabs have let them down 

The events of recent weeks have had far-reach
ing results which will affect many aspects of 
the situation in the Middle East, Each of these 

warrants and certainly will receive full attention and 
analysis from politicians, diplomats, commentators 
and others. For the moment, we limit ourselves to a 
review of one significant consequence - the effect on 
Jewish liberal and leftwing elements in Israel's pub-

lic life. 
INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

The very ones who 
had been leading the 
program advocating 
greater concessions to 
the Palestinians and 
greater understanding of 
the problems and status 
of Israeli Arabs, find 
themselves confounded 

by what has happened. There are many who openly 
beat their breasts in contrition, and vow that they will 
never again trust Israeli Arabs' expressions of loyal
ty to the state. There are some who, though bitterly 
disappointed, prefer to let time pass before they can 
draw any longrange conclusions. And there is' a 
minute group of diehard leftists who, true to their oft
expressed condemnation of the Israel govemment for 
its "repressive" measures against the Arabs, now join 
other foes in damning what they call Israel's pogrom 
against the Arabs. 

Leading leftist writers and intellectuals have open
ly declared their sharp disappointment with the self
righteousness of Israel's Arabs, who claim that the 
Israeli police used undue force in quelling what were 
only demonstrations staged by peace-loving citizens 
of the state. 

"Demonstrations?" All television broadcasts gave a 
clear picture of excited Arab youths hurling rocks. 
Rocks can be lethal weapons, as is attested by the 
Israeli Jews killed or wounded in these attacks. Those 
who are entrusted with maintenance of law and order 
face a serious dilemma when faced with a large, rag
ing mob. They can tactfully withdraw from the scene 
and permit the rioters to take over, or they can see~, 
by discreet use of force, to repel the law-breakers m 
their offensive. Correctly, they chose the latter course 
of action. 

Throughout the Galilee and elsewher~, A~ab mobs . 
threatened transportation and closed mam hIghways. 
Many Jewish towns and settlements wer~ in effect 
isolated until freed by police and army action. 

Furthermore, Israel's leftists were disturbed by the 
fact that the Arabs consciously utilized children and 
youths as the rabble to take up the offensive, and then 
had the gall to complain that children were among 
the victims of the violence. 

A group of leading Israeli writers sought to b~i?ge 
the confidence gap between the two cOmmUnItIes, 

Israeli Arabs in Nazareth clash with Israeli police 
October 3: Many Israeli liberals vow they will 
never again trust Israeli Arabs' expressions of loy
alty to the state. JTA photo. 

and formed a delegation to call upon several Arab 
communities -in the north. To their chagrin, in most 
places, their goodwill efforts were rejected.· The 
Arabs were in no mood to accept the proffered hand, 
and sensing that international sympathy was with 
them as underdogs, they responded coldly. 

Israel's liberals, who had placed faith in Arafat's 
professed desire for peace with the Jews, were fur
ther upset by the fact that at ,no time did the Ara.b 
leadership take any steps, nor Issue any calls to theIr 
people to stop the violence. And the very absence of 
such possible restraint served a.s indication t~at the 
leadership approved and very lIkely was eggmg on 
the mobs. 

The public personalities who had for some time 
been the leaders in advocating a peace treaty at any 
costs, are now beset by serious doubts. They have 
come to suspect, or to realize that there are no part
ners for peace, and that their optimistic hopes in 
recent years had all been illusionary. .. 

One observer, commenting on the SItuatIOn, 

Writer questions Islamic claim to Jerusalem 
declared that "a cata
clysm has shaken the 
left." The effects have 
been felt not only among 
intellectual personalities, 
but also in the rank and 
file of Israeli citizens 
who had prided them
selves on their liberal
ism, and their trust in 
Arab good will, and their 
own desire to be good 
friends of theirs. 

(Cont. from page 4.) 
With good reason. There is no historical evidence to suggest Mohammed ever 

visited Jerusalem. . 
So how did Jerusalem become the third-holiest site of Islam? Muslims to.day 

cite a vague passage in the Koran, the. ~eventeenth Sura, entItle~ The N~ght 
Journey. It relates that in a dream or a VISIon, Mohammed was carrIed ~y nIght 
"from the sacred temple to the temple that is most remote, whose precmct we 
have blessed that we might show him our signs .... " .. 

In the seve~th century, some Muslims identified the ,two temples mentl~ned m 
this verse as being in Mecca and Jerusalem. And that s as close as Isla~ s con
nection with Jerusalem gets - myth, fantasy, wishful thinking. Meanwhile, Jews 
can trace their roots in Jerusalem back to the days of Abr.aham. . 

The latest round of violence in Israel erupted whe~ Llkud Party leader .Anel 
Sharon tried to visit the Temple Mount, the foundat~on of the Temple bUIlt ?y 
Solomon. It is the holiest site for Jews. Sharon and hIS entourage were met WIth 
stones and threats. I know what it's like. I've been there. . 

Can you imagine what it is like for Jews to be threatened, stoned and phYSI-
cally kept out of the holiest site in Judaism? , . 

So what's the solution to the Middle East mayh~m? We~l, fran~ly, I don t thl~k 
there is a man-made solution to the violence. But, If there IS ?ne, It needs to begm 
with truth. Pretending will only lead to more chaos. Treatl~g a S~OOO-year-old 
birthright backed by overwhelming historical a~d arc~aeologlcal eVIdence eq~al
Iy with illegitimate claims, wishes and wants gIves dIplomacy and peacekeepmg 
a bad name. 

Some may still cling to 
remnants of their opti
mistic hopes, but there is 
no doubt that vast num
bers have "changed their 
minds", as one couple 
informed us. The conse
quences will be evident 
in the next national elec
tions, which will not be 
long in coming. 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. 
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Hate then and now 
Did any of the 1 ewish Post & News readers see in 

their real life, an SS officer playing with his children 
and favored animals a short time after participating 
in a mass killing of Jews? 

I doubt it, except if the reader is a Holocaust sur
vivor - I did. 

But what we all did see October 12 was the bestial 
killing of two Israeli soldiers by young, well dressed 
and wellfed Arab killers caught by a TV crew in a 
paroxysm of hate and perversion. 

They also will play with the members of their fam
ilies, because they are "normal individuals". This we 
saw, and our duty is to remember 

PHILIP WEISS 
Winnipeg 

A response to Canada's UN vote 
Israelis are in disbelief that countries like Canada 

are still compelled to support resolutions that speak 
the emotional language of the developing world, that 
"deplores" and "condemns" Israel's behavior in the 
recent crisis. 

Such language concentrates on the subjective pas
sions of struggle, rather than the objective realities 
that are simple, namely, that the Palestinians that 
were at the negotiating table became exasperated by 
an impasse, and left it to become freedom fighters 
again. This violates the very premise of Oslo - that 
both sides renounce violence and negotiate their dif
ferences together. 

By not rejecting or at least abstaining from the vote 
on UN Security Council Resolution 1322, Canada is 
now tacitly implicated in adopting the following 
world view of the recent crisis: 

1. That the Palestinian Authority, upon a perceived 
impasse in the negotiation process, was correct in 
stepping away.· from the tabJe to instruct the 
Palestinian people to riot and violently demonstrate 
until Palestine is liberated. 

2. That the Palestinian Authority acted appropri
ately in desecrating and burning Jewish places ?f 
worship at Joseph's Tomb and a Synagogue m 
Jericho. 

3. That the Palestinian Authority acted reasonably 
in releasing scores of convicted international terror
ists from jails to participate in the armed struggle 
against Israel. . . . 

4, That it is acceptable practIce for the PalestInians 
to mobilize their young children to "man" the front 
lines of protest and violent demonstration. 

5. That the Palestinian police force is in its power 
to capture Israeli soldiers and surrender them ~o r~g
ing mobs of Palestinians for ~o~ure a~d mut~latlOn 
within the confines of a PalestinIan police statIOn. 

6. That the world's religious institutions and the 
holy places in Jerusalem for all faiths, are safer and 
in more capable hands under Palestinian ~ontro.1. . 

7. That strong and advanced democratIc SOCieties 
with powerful military infrastructures cannot defend 
themselves or are empowered to acquiesce rights of , . 
any self defense vis-a-vis weaker strugglmg peo-
ples/nations. . 

8. That the Palestinians shall achieve more benefits 
or concessions from Israel through armed conflict 
than through protracted negotiations. 

Israel simply seeks a partner to get a deal done, and 
is frustrated it has to deal with so much hyperbole, so 
little focus on the agenda of defining a peace treaty. 
Today is no intifada. It is a Ps~u?o-fada, a false r~v
olution that endangers PalestInIans and the entire 
peace process. Israel, today, is the only real ally of 
the Palestinians. They are out of Lebanon, out of 
most territories, and even have been prepared to dis
cuss the Jerusalem issue. 

Israel does not want to kill demonstrators, is 
embarrassed and ashamed of the bloodshed, but can
not tolerate any attempts to use the street as a nego
tiation strategy. Canada should be emb~rrassed th~t 
indirectly, by its signature on ResolutIOn 1322, It 
condones the methods that the Palestine have cho-
sen. 

MARK STEIN 
A Canadian living in Tel Aviv, Israel 
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