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W JT'5 Door to Door a play for the entire family 
By KATHERINA DUECK 

W
hen staging a play that revolves 
entirely around the relation
ships between three genera

tions of women in the same family, 
the choice of actors to play those 
women is crucial. Not only do they 
have to be excellent at their craft in 
general, they have to convince the 
audience of the unique bonds that ex
ist onJy in families. In the Winnipeg 
Jewish Theatre's season opener, Door 
to Door (running Oct. 26 to Nov. 5), 
Doreen Brownstone, Maida Rogerson, 
and Kerry Sandomirsky rise to the 
challenge. 

Ms. Sandomirsky, who plays the 
youngest member of the family 
(Deborah), brings a unique perspec
tive to her role. 

"I got married the day before I be
gan rehearsals for this play in my 
childhood home of Regina so that my 
grandparents, who are in their 90s, 
could attend my wedding," she said. 
"My grandmother gave measilk night
gown she wore on her wedding night 
in 1938 for my 'something blue.' My 
wedding band is her wedding band, 
and my engagement ring belonged to 
my husband's great-grandmother. So 
let's say I was primed to do a play 
about the bonds between generations." 

As Bessie, the matriarch of the fam
ily, Ms. Brownstone also relies on her 
experience to bring her character to 
life. 

"This is a play that is true to real 
people and events," Ms. Brownstone 
said. "It allows the players to bring 

their real feelings and memories into 
the characters. I hope the people who 
come to the play will feel that, and 
enjoy the story and feel the warmth 
and spirit." 

Of course, within that warmth and 
spirit there is also hardship, for there 
is seemingly no relationship more 
complicated than the one between 
mother and daughter. As the daughter 
of Bessie and mother of Deborah, 
Maida Rogerson's character of Mary 
perhaps understands that best of all. 

"We are all a wonderful mix of our 
ancestors and are our own unique be
ings," she said. "Each generation 
builds on the previous one, sometimes 
by incorporating beliefs and values 
and sometimes by rebelling against 
them. But step by step, piece by piece, 
door to door, we move to a greater 
understanding offreedom, self-expres
sion, and compassion." 

To help with that understanding, 
WJT (in conjunction with the Shaarey 
Zedek Sisterhood and Jewish Child & 
Family Services) is hosting a special 
Mother & Daughter Night on Mon
day, October 30. The regular perform
ance of Door to Door will be followed 
by a talk-back with the actors facili
tated by Judy Haid, D'arcy Bruning
Haid, and WJT Artistic Director Kayla 
Gordon. On November 8, a follow-up 
workshop that explores the crucial 
relationship between mothers and 
daughters will take place at the Asper 
Jewish Community Campus. 

For ticket or subscriber informa
tion, call 477-7478. 
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'oundllticm Inc. 
the Canadian Premiere of the 

'sweet production of 

OCTOBER 26-NOVEMBER 5,2000 
BERNEY THEATRE -123 DONCASTER STREET 
TICKETS: Individual Plays $22 • $29 
Three Play Series $54 • $75 

Phone: 477-747 
PLUS ... OESSERrs PLUS DINNER SPECIAL! 
Enloy Dinner. Including DeS$ert, lor only $7.95 at 
DesSlirts Plus on Campus, this evening onlyl 
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Eloquent paean to public service 
Lieberman's campaign autobiography 

In Praise of Public Life 
by Joseph I. Lieberman, 
United States Senator. 
New York:.Simon & 
Schuster, 2000. 164 pp. 

Review by AARON 
LEIBEL 
Arts editor 
The Washington Jewish 
Week 

W ASHINGTON 
. - Sen. Joseph I. 

Lieberman (D
Conn.), touted as a possi
ble Democratic Party vice 
presidential nominee this 
November, must be 
counted as a veep long 
shot. Vice presidents are 
traditionally chosen to 
help the presidential 
nominee w in states or eth
nic groups where the 
nominee is weak. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

Lieberman would not 
help the ticket geographi
cally his home area of 
New England is the one 
part of the country that 
the party's presumptive 
presidential· candidate, 
Vice President Al Gore, 
seems able to carry on his 
own. Nor would 
Lieberman add much eth
nically as the Democrats 
traditionally win over
whelming support among 
Jews. And, let's face it, a 
certain percentage of the 
American electorate 
would refuse to vote for a 
ticket with a Jew in the 
number 2 spot. And yet 
Lieberman as an Ortho
dox Jews of unquestioned 
integrity would add acer
tain aura to a ticket stained 
by Gore's association in 
the public mind as part of 
the Clinton administra
tion. 

This book, apparently 
a campaign autobiogra
phy around the theme of 
the good that public serv
ants can do, shows off 
those attributes the sena
tor would bring to the 
ticket. Americans' mis
trust of government, the 
senator writes, has in
creased to dangerous lev
els during the past 30 
years, fueled by 
Watergate, Vietnam and 
the ethical problems of 
the current resident of the 
White House. And that 
hostility is discouraging 
many people from turn
ing to public service as a 
career. That antipathy 
even perverts the lan
guage dealing with pub
lic service. 

For example, 

J ° S E P H 
LIEBERMAN: In 
"politics" since 1970. 

Lieberman notes, the term 
professional usually im
plies someone who is very 
competent, but when ap
plied to a politician, a 
careerist, it often becomes 
derogatory. What is im
portant, the senator says, 
is not careerism in poli
tics not how long some
one serves but why a per
son enters political life. 
After finishing law 
school, Lieberman who 
was raised in an observ
ant home in Stamford, 
Conn., went to work for a 
New Haven law frrm. He 
decided in 1970 to get his 
own political feet wet by . 
running for the state sen
ate seat from that city. 
(One person who worked 
for him in that campaign 
was a Yale University law 
student from Arkansas 
named Bill Clinton.) 
Lieberman won by 240 
votes or four per cent of 
the votes cast. 

As a 27-year-old state 
senator, Lieberman 
earned the princely sum 
of $4,000 a year. Raising 
a family during the next 
IOyears andjuggling two . 
or three jobs, Lieberman 
admits that if there was 
ever a time in my public 
life when I might have 
been vulnerable to direct, 
unethical pressures and 
influence involving 
money, it would have 
been then. He didn't suc
cumb and says that de
spite the temptations, 
politicians should not be 
held to the same ethical 
standards as other people 
but to higher standards. 
We are whether we like it 
or not role models, he 
writes. 

In 1980, Lieberman 
suffered his first political 
defeat when he ran for 
the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives and became 
one of the Democratic 
sacrifices on the altar of 
the Ronald Reagan land
slide that year. In 1988, 
while serving as Con
necticut's attorney gen-

eral, he ran for the U.S. 
Senate against the Repub
lican incumbent, Lowell 
Weicker. His upset vic
tory was by less than I 
percent of the votes cast. 

Big money in politics 
is a recurring theme in 
the book. He says the ceil
ing on contributions of 
$2,000 from an individual 
or $10,000 from a politi
cal action committee per 
election limits the influ
ence of individual. con
tributors. But that is not 
true of the "soft money" 
loophole, which allows 
donors to contribute hun
dreds of thousands of 
dollars to parties and in
directly to candidates. 
The senator ends the book 
on a positive note. Ameri-

. cans have become a very 
tolerant people, he notes, 
something that while 
good, discourages them 
from establishing com
mon moral standards for 
fear of "imposing" their 
ideas on others. He sees a 
link between the lack of 
those standards and "the 
increase in social 
pathologies" the disinte
gration of families and 
communities, a rise in 
violence, a coarseness in 
public dialogue, etc. 

In the absence of 
agreed-upon standards, 
"moral disequilibrium" 
has tainted some of our 
important institutions, 
including the entertain
ment industry, the news 
media and government. 
In the wake of those de
velopments and the 
Clinton-Monica 
Lewinsky scandal, 
Lieberman believes that 
the unorganized majority 
of Americans must speak 
out for the establishment 
of moral standards, espe
cially for people in pub
lic life. He sees signs of 
such "a spiritual and po
litical awakening" in 
growing charitable con
tributions, increasing 
numbers of young people 
enteFing community
service professions and a 
rising number of people 
seeking spiritual 
fulfillment. 

This book is an elo
quent defense of public 
service. It also demon
strates the value that 
Lieberman could bring to 
a Democratic ticket in 
need of moral refurbish
mg. 
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Book to memorialize 
Canadian Jewish war dead The Borscht Belt is alive and well in one corner of the Catskills 
By RON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - Oscar Adler, Jewish war veteran and 
membership chair of the Canadian Legion's General 
Wingate Branch, is racing against time. 

By next May, the 56th anniversary of the end of 
World War n, he hopes to complete an ambitious 
project: a high-quality memorial book listing the names 
of every Canadian Jewish serviceman killed in this 
century's wars. 

Adler started the project about five years ago, when 
he realized there wasn't a single memorial book for the 
roughly 570 Jewish soldiers, sailors and airmen who 
died in battle for Canada this century. '"It all started 
when I met a woman named Rose Fluxgold, and she 
asked me, 'When I'm gone, who's going to remember 
my brothers?'" Adler recalled for The CJN. 'Two of 
her brothers were killed in World War II: Zavi Brown 
and Syd Brown." 

Adler set up the Canadian Jewish War Memorial 
Association, got a federal tax number to issue receipts, 
and began collecting money and names. He also pitched 
his idea to over 800 Jewish war veterans across Canada. 
Over the years, he's collected $41,000 for the project 
from donors as far as Yukon and Newfoundland. 

But the memorial book he envisions - printed on 
acid-free paper and with names, ranks, places of birth 
and dates of death inscribed in calligraphy - will cost 
$70,000. So Adler is on a public fundraising campaign, 
as well as a search for volunteers who will help comb 
through the three boxes of documents he's received 
from the archives of Canadian Jewish Congress. 

"The purpose of this project is to record what Cana
dian Jews did for this century's war efforts. It's a legacy 
we're trying to leave," says Adler, 75, a onetime 
leading aircraftsman in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 
He points out that over 4,000 Jews served in World War 
I and about ·18,000 in World War II. . . 

The memorial book will contain all the names of 
Canadian Jews who died in the Boer War (there's no 
record of the number of Jewish dead); World War I 
(150 dead); World War II (between 422 and 428 
killed); and the Korean conflict (as far as Adler knows, 
one Jewish soldier fell in that war, an infantryman 
named Leveson). The book will also leave room - to 
stay blank, Adler hopes - for any Jewish Canadian 
Forces members killed while on United Nations peace-
keeping missions. . 

Most Jewish servicemen killed in Europe are buned 
in France, Belgium, Holland and Italy. Many have no 
graves at all, Adler says. The only comparable volu~e 
to Adler's project is a photocopied book of JeWish 
casualties in World War II, published by Canadian 
Jewish Congress in 1948. 

Adler says he's received the cold shoulder from 
established Jewish organizations when it comes to 
money. All donations thus far have come from indi
vidual war veterans and some philanthropists. He's 
also been turned down for government grants. Adler 
needs people with computer skills to create a database, 
as well as any information from next of kin or other 
loved ones on Jewish servicemen killed in action. "A 
copy of this book should go wherever there's a Jewish 
presence in Canada," he says. 

Adler may be reached at his home phone number in 
Toronto. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 
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By HAROLD 
JACOBSON 

M ONTICELW, 
New York: 

. . . Reports of the 
death of the Borsht Belt, 
widely circulated in the 
wake of the disappear
ance of several of the old 
time kosher resorts like 
Grossinger's and The 
Concord, have been, as 
Mark Twain remarked in 
another context, .. wildly 
exaggerated. " 

Kutsher's Country 
Club, nestled on 1500 
acres of some of the fin
est Catskills landscape 
three mi les from 
Monticello, New York 
(and 90 minutes from 
Manhattan), is still hold
ing its own and maintain
ing the venerable tradi
tions of the great kosher 
hotels of yesteryear. 

How does one explain 
the longevity of this 400-
room facility? 

Mark Kutsher, the cur
rent president of the ho
tel, indicates that sound 
business practices, wise 
management and - luck 
have permitted the hotel 
to succeed where so many 
others have failed: 
Kutsher adds that the ho~ 
tel policy has been to plow 
profits back into the hotel 
and to constantly upgrade 
the physical facilities and 
service personnel. Invest
ment in condo construc
tion on hotel property has 
also helped maintain fis
cal buoyancy. 

The hotel, moreover, is 
currently hoping that ne
gotiations with the 
Awaknesake Mohawk 
tribe will eventuate in the 
opening of a gambling ca
sino in the area, a develop
ment which promises to 
attract large numbers of 
tourists to the Catskills re
gion. Kutsher's president 
asserts that the family tra
ditions of the hotel will be 
retained even after the in
troduction of gaming. 

The hotel has a very 
attractive and manicured 
7,001 yard PGA golf 
course and a separate 
sports academy: the lat
ter draws a wide clien
tele, including trainees for 
Olympic events, who pre
pare for a variety of com
petitive sports. Kutsher's 
main complex has an in
door and outdoor swim
ming pool, tennis courts, 
and a walking-jogging 
track (around a del ightful 
lake) which are in con
stant use. By actual count 
there are 41 different 
sporting and recreational 
activities in which guests 
can participate. 

A unique feature of 

Kutsher's is its indoor 
skating rink - which is 
open year round. On a 
sultry August afternoon 
this writer sought respite 
from the daytime heat in 
the quiet environs of the 
indoor rink and was sur
prised to see it being used 
by a guest skater. In win
ter, of course, the rink, 
the cross country skiing 
trails, the sledding oaths, 
the small down hiTI range 
are all popular features. 

With regard to service, 
there have been some 
changes. College student
waiters from the New 
York area (the ones who 
later became doctors, 
dentists, lawyers and 
other professionals), once 
the mainstay of the Borsht 
Belt (named after that 
delectable beet bever
age), have been replaced 
in Kutsher's dinging 
room by a broader con
stituency. Now its Ger
man, Russian, Rumanian 
and Brazilian waiters and 
bus boys (one who is a 
student from a Russian 
university) who scamper 
to bring mammoth serv
ings of the traditional 

Catskills fare - bagels, 
lox, cream cheese, baked 
herring, and ten varieties 
of, dairy, fish and meat 
dishes on the afternoon 
and dinner menus. 

The hotel has been for
tunate in recent years ·in 
engaging Rabbi Jacob 
Goldberg, one of the stal
warts in the Soviet Jewry 
movement of the last two 
decades, who retired from 
his Orthodox synagogue 
in Manhattan after forty 
years in the rabbinate. 

Rabbi Goldberg organ
izes daily services in the 
hotel's synagogue and of
ficiates at the High Holi
days and other major fes
tival services - when the 
hotel is packed to the raft
ers. He is also involved in 
Kashrut supervision. 

Like the Borsht Belt 
hostelries of the past 
Kutsher's has wall to wall 
entertainment every day. 
Dudu Fisher, Louise 
DuArt, Jay Black, Pat 
Cooper and a host of other 
singers, musicians, stand
up comedians and magi
cians form but a part of 
the amusement bill board. 
The hotel also presents 

versions of famous 
Broadway shows as well 
as local talent spectacles. 
Special activities forchil
dren are always available. 
During the summer 
months Kutsher's pro
vides a day camp with 
multiple outdoor activi
ties for the little ones. 

This writer was espe
cially pleased to note that 
Kutsher's is attentive to 
guests' desires for a some
what more "cultural" 
form of entertainment. In 
late August Barbara 
Rothman, a virtuoso pi
anist, presented a selec
tion of piano pieces by 
Gershwin, Prokofieff, 
Grieg, Beethoven and 
Mozart to an appreciative 
audience. I do not recall 
any other Catskills hotel 
featuring this kind of so
phisticated musical fare. 

For detailed informa
tion about Kutsher's 
rates, accommodations, 
directions to the hotel and 
other information the ho
tel's website is recom
mended. 

Harold Jacobson is a 
Toronto-based travel 
writer. 

C(;;he l:omns tone 
crgoncet:t 

Sunday, November 5, 2000 • 8:00 pm 

Rosh Pina Synagogue 

FEATURING 

Allan Btye and Miriam Breitman 
with cantors Arky Berkal, Louis Berkal, Gerry Daien and Richard Yaffe, 

the Boroditsky brothers, Mitch Parks, the Brownstone Alumni Choir and 
the Camp Massad Choir. 

Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased 

at the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada 

or by phoning 477-7460. 


