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Laibl Wolf rabbi, lawyer, teacher 
Laibl Wolf is an ordained rabbi, 

lawyer, and educationalist, who 
has been a teacher of Kabbala and 

Hassidic spiritual pathways for over 
25 years. He is an internationaUy
acclaimed retreat master and lecturer 
who has conducted personal growth 
programs in over 300 cities over the 
past seven years and has travelled 
over 1.2 million miles during thattime. 

A graduate lawyer, he also holds a 
post-graduate degree in educational 

, psychology. He is a recognised expert 
in mind-heart balancing techniques, 
and conducts extensive family group 
counselling. He has produced a series 
of instructional meditation and per
sonal development tapes that are ex
tensively utilised. 

His most recent book, Practical 
Kabbalah, A Guide to Jewish Mysti
cismF or Everyday Life was published 
recently in USA by Random House. 

He served for many years as a uni
versity lecturer and campus counsel
lor in the U.S. and Australia. He has 
met with the Dalai Lama, and also 
conducted the recent international 
Pesach program in Canada together 
with Chief Rabbi of the British Com
monwealth, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. He 
was at the forefront of campus unrest 
by serving students during the volatile 
sixties and seventies as a counsellor. 
Working then as a Bnai Brith Hillel 
director, he rid his campus in New 
York of an active Nazi cell. 

He has recently spoken at the An
nual Convention of the American Psy
chological Association in Chicago 
USA, the American Transpersonal As
sociation Annual Convention in San 
Francisco, the Gawler Foundation 
Mind/Body/Immunity Conference, 
the Annual Convention of the Ortho
dox Union of Rabbis of U.S.A., the 
Millennium Lecture for the City of 
Los Angeles-Beverly Hills, and was a 
special guest presenter at the annual 
convention of the Fortune 500 in No
vember, 1999. 

Born in Poland, his Holocaust sur
vivor parents immigrated to Australia 
when he was two years of age. Upon 
completing his tertiary studies, he stud
ied for ordination in Jerusalem and 
was ordained by the Chief Rabbinate. 

His interests include an eclectic ar
ray ranging from Quantum Physics, 
through to Tibetan Buddhism. He has 
most recently been conducting retreats 
in the U.S., Israel, South Africa and 
England on mind/body dynamics and 
psychoneuroimmunology, and is a 
pioneer in the application of spiritual 
disciplines to health and wellbeing. 

He has been married to his wife, 
Leah, for 29 years; they have seven 
children and eight grandchildren. His 
oldest son served for three years in an 
elite commando unit in the Israel De-
fence Force. 
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RABBI LAIBL WOLF LL.B (Australia) 

Intemqtionqlly renowneq spiritliCiI teqcher who hqs presenteq Cit 
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PRACTICAL KABBALAH 

SOUL 

MIND 

HEART 

KABBALAH 

Tues. evening, 7 Novembe~ 2000 
<It Ch<l b<lq- Lu b<lvitch Centre 

2095 5incl;~ir street, <It Templeton 
Progr<lm begins <It 7:30 p,m, 

Regish<ltion fee: $10.00 

C<lll 339-8737 or 489-9733 

Rabbi Leibl Wolf draws from the my.l'ticalteaching.l' of Kabbalah, and 
synthesizes these insights with culling edge research on mind/body medicine 
and trans personal approaches to lift. 

The upcoming seminar of Practical Kabbalah will focus on: 

• Achieving Inner Balance 
• Mastering Your Heart and MimI 
• Loving Truly and Eliminating Anger 

Call today to book your reservation 
for an opportunity to a more meaningful life! 
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News analysis 

Middle East crisis could affect 
voters' choice for U.S. president 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER . 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - With Election 
Day approaching, the 
presiden tial race has 
taken a back seat to the 
current crisis in the Mid
dle East, and the shifting 
focus could help decide a 
winner in this tight elec
tion. AI though the candi
dates' messages are be
ing relegated to the back 
pages of newspapers and 
the second story on TV, 
their viewpoints on for
eign policy issues are now 
in the forefront. 

Supporters of both Vice 
President Al Gore and 
Texas Governor George 
W. Bush say the conflict 
- and, more importantly, 
the United States' role in 
handling it - will heIp their 
candidate. Both say that 
in times of crisis, the 
country looks for leader
ship and they will find it 
in their nominee. Foreign 
policy was expected to 
be a clear winnerforGbre, 
but Bush got a boost dur
ing the second presiden
tial debate two weeks ago 
when his grasp fornames, 
places and events helped 
alleviate fears among 

Behind the headlines 

GEORGE W. BUSH: 
Polled better than Gore 
on who would do a bet
ter foreign policy job on 
the Middle East. 

some that he was a for
eign policy lightweight. 

With the Middle East 
crisis, the killing of 17 
American soldiers in an 
attack on aU.S. naval ship 
in Yemen and the fall of 
Yugoslav dictator 
Slobodan Milosevic all 
on domestic radar screen, 
Bush gets a near-daily 
chance to try to show he 
knows his stuff. Bush has 
been treading lightly, 
coming out in support of 
President Clinton's poli
cies in the Middle East in 
the second and third presi
dential debates. 

Travel to Israel declines 
amid tensions in the region 
By MERRY MADWAY EISENSTADT 
Washington Jewish Week 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Up until late two wee~s 
ago, Holly Gross still expected to go to Israel. The 
Washington-area woman was to travel on Hadassa~'s 
young leadership mission later this month, along With 
a few dozen other women from around the nation that 
the organization has tapped as rising stars. But with the 
brutal murders of two Israeli soldiers by a Palestinian 
mob two weeks ago and Israel's retaliation with limited 
air strikes over the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
Hadassah postponed the mission. 

"Not one young woman had withdrawn from the 
mission," a national Hadassah spokeswoman said. But 
because most of the participants have never been to -
Israel, she said, "we didn't feel the government of 
Israel needed to have a large group of American first
timers there. We do not feel it is appropriate to have 
added stress on the Israeli government to provide 
spec ial security for us. " 

The attack on the USS Cole at the Yemeni port of 
Aden and the State Department's advisory cautioning 
against Mideast travel influenced the cancellation as 
well. Supportive ofHadassah' s cancellation call, Gross 
said October 16, "The State Department was already 
issuing warnings. They were declaring that it might be 
unsafe for Americans" to travel in the region. Gross' 
experience is being repeated throughout North America. 

Organized Jewish community missions to Israel have 
been sharply curtailed. Individual travel is also lag
ging. But the bulk of North American students and 
tourists already in Israel appear to be staying put, 
according to anecdotal reports. In response to U.S. 
passenger cancellations, EI AI Israel Airlines is offer
ing refunds for flights to Israel scheduled through 
October 31, according to spokeswoman Laurie Samet. 

AL GORE: Democrats 
see the current Middle 
East crisis as a way to 
highlight his experience. 

But in campaign ap
pearances, he has also at
tempted to separate him
self from the current ad
ministration, criticizing 

. the United States' actions 
in the peace process and 
its energy policies. For
eign policy is "the one 
area that people haven't 
had exposure to him and 
are trying to gauge where 
he stands," said Matthew 
Brooks, executive direc
tor of the Republican Jew
ish Coalition. "It's dem
onstrating he's got a grasp 
on foreign policy issues." 

Not everyone agrees. 
Democratic pollster Mark 
Mellman called Bush's for
eign policy answers at the 
second debate "pathetic," 
because he basically just 
agreed with the Clinton 
administration's policies. 
He also said the debates' 
impact might not matter. 
"People trust Republicans 
more than Democrats to 
deal with foreign affairs 
and defence," Mellman 
said. "But people prefer AI 
Gore to George W. Bush to 
deal with international cri
ses. So the net effect is 
pretty small." 

The polls seem to re
flect that dichotomy. 
When likely voters were 
asked two weeks ago 
which candidate would 
do a better job on foreign 
policy issues, Gore and 
Bush each received 45 
percent, according to a 
Time/CNN poll. When 
asked who would do a 
better job on the situation 
in the Middle East, Bush 
fared slightly better, 45 
percent to 42 percent for 
Gore, but those numbers 
are still within the poll's 
margin of error. For their 
part, Democrats see the 
current Middle East cri
sis as a way to highlight 
Gore's experience, em
phasizing his role as a 
member of the national 
security team. 
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Focus on issues 

Anti-Israel rallies give college Jews their first lesson in Mideast rhetoric 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA) - When Ronit 
Ridberg first learned of a rally to protest 
the loss of human life this month in the 
Middle East, she was eager to partici
pate. A senior at Duke University in 
Durham, N.C., Ridberg expected the 
raIly - a march from one end of the 
campus to another scheduled the day 
after Yom Kippur - to decry violence 
and commemorate the losses on both 
sides. But she began to feel uncomfort
able when an Arab classmate looked at 
herwithsurpriseandasked, "What brings 
you out today?" 

The discomfort grew as Ridberg looked 
at the placards around her, some of which 
were "very anti-Israel" and "one-sided." 
"I was really distraught that day," she 
recalled, adding, "I wanted to be active 
and wanted to make a statement but 
wasn't sure what kind," The recent vio
lence in Israel has spawned a prolifera
tion of anti-Israel rallies on college cam
puses, which in tum are sparking confu
sion and distress among some American 
Jewish students. While Jews and Arabs 
at some campuses have been able to 
maintain better relations throughout the 
escalation of violence, the situation at 
others has been more confrontational. 

In the past two weeks, these incidents 
have occurred at U.S. universities: * 
Yelling slogans like "You're killing us!" 
and "Israel is a fascist state!" 200 Arab 
students protested at a University of 

Michigan Hillel teach-in on the peace 
process. 

* At Concordia University in Mon
treal, Arab demonstrators burned Israeli 
flags and held up placards signifying 
that a Jewish star is equivalent to a 
swastika. Students walking into the main 
building there confront video images of 
Palestinian children being killed. 

* Anti-Zionist Chasidic Jews joined 
Arab protesters at a demonstration at 
Rutgers University in New Jersey, where 
some of the placards called for the "liq
uidation" of the Jewish state, according 
to the local Hillel director. 

* Exhibits displayed in the student 
union of Detroit's Wayne State Univer
sity say Israelis are "the murderers of 
innocents,''''U.S. taxes to massacre Pal
estinians must stop," "It is our Aksa not 
their Temple" and "Zionism is Racism." 

* Plans for a joint Jewish-Muslim 
community service day were postponed 
indefinitely after some Jewish and Arab 
students at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign yelled epithets at 
each other during what had initially been 
planned as a peaceful demonstration. 
Others on both sides have tried unsuc
cessfully to draft a statement of shared 
principles. ., 

The surge of anti-Israel activism on 
campus has been a rude awakening for 
many Jewish students "These students 
have never been through this before," 
said Rabbi Bruce Bromberg Seltzer, 

Anti-Jewish violence, arSOn 
has U.S. communities worried 

SYRACUSE (JTA) -
Police investigating iso
lated acts of anti-Jewish 
violence and arson across 
the country are urging the 
public not to jump to any 
conclusions, but local 
Jewish communities sus
pect the incidents are 
linked to the violence in 
the Middle East. 

In one of the latest at
tacks, an arsonist attacked 
Adath Israel Synagogue 

in SI. Paul on October 14, 
destroying the Orthodox 
congregation's sukkah. 

On October 13, a fire 
seriously damaged Tem
ple Beth EI in Syracuse. 
More than 60 federal 
agents are looking into 
the incident, which inves
tigators have labeled ar
son. 

Meanwhile, in Chi
cago, police are investi
gating three separate at-

Arsonist setsfire to St. Paul Synagogue 
sukkah, building smoke damaged 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

On the other side of the river, following the arson 
attack at Adath Israel, St. Paul police will increase the 
frequency of their patrols by synagogues, according to 
Michael Jordan, the departments spokesperson. The 
incidents at Adath Israel and Shir Tikvah came on the 
heels of a devastating arson fire at a synag.Ogue in 
Syracuse, N.Y. 

Of course, there is speculation that the spate of anti
Semitic attacks in the U.S. and Europe is related to the 
violence in Israel. Rabbi Zeilingold said that his 
congregants were "very disturbed and shocked by what 
happened." Adath Israel had scheduled a community 
gathering to mark the rebuilding of their sukka on 
October 17. Regarding the rebuilding party, which was 
to feature live music, dancing and refreshments, 
Zeilingold said, "Our neighbors have been very forth
coming, we would like them to be involved." 

The arson attack represented an "affront to human
ity," but Zeilingold said that he and the Adath Israel 
congregants felt "hurt, frustrated, but not bitter." He 
vowed, "We will fight fire with fire: we will fight the 
fire of destruction with the fire of warmth, enthusiasm, 
and love, to teach and spread goodness." 

tacks that took place in 
the largely Jewish 
neighborhood of West 
Rogers Park on the night 
'of October 12. The inci
dents, in addition to ear
lier incidents at syna
gogues in Harrisburg, Pa., 
New York and Toronto, 
among others, are height
ening concern among 

. Jews. 
Fears are greatest 

among residents who live 
near the places where at
tacks have already oc
curred, said the national 
director of the Anti-Defa
mation League. "If the 
incident happened in your 
town, in yourshul, in your 
community, it's a high
level concern. If it hap
pened 500 miles away, 
less so," said Abraham 
Foxman. In the SI. Paul 
incident, the building suf
fered "extreme smoke 
damage," according to 
Adath Israel's rabbi, 
Asher Zeilingold. 

The U.S. Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms - which has ju
risdiction in the case as a 
result of federal legisla
tion created after a series 
of church burnings sev
eral years ago - is investi
gating the matter. On 
October 17, the congre
gation rebUilt its sukkah. 

assistant director of Duke's Freeman 
Center for Jewish Life. "They were in 
junior high and elementary school when 
the intifada and Gulf War were going 
on, and they're not used to Israel being 
perceived so negatively." 

Conference 
of 

l)residents 
• -

Jewish 
Community 

Relations 
Council 

In addition, the Jewish students tend 
to be more ambivalent about the situa
tion - and often less emotionaIly con
nected to it - than their Muslim and Arab 
counterparts, many of whom still have 
relatives in the Middle East. 

In his speech at the October 12 solidarity with Israel rally in New York, Ronald 
Lauder exhorted the thousands in attendance to remember the biblical state
ment not to forsake Jerusalem. Standing next to Lauder, the chairman ofthe 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations are, from 
left, New York City Public Advocate Mark Green, New York Gov. George 
Pataki, Jewish philanthropist Charles Bronfman and New York City Comp
troller Alan Revesi. Photo courtesy Conference of Presidents. 
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