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World Jewish news 

Israel Gov'tPressOjJice temporarily suspends 
Italian journalist's press credentials 

JERUSALEM - The 
Israel Government Press 
Office (GPO) October 18 
decided to temporarily 
suspend the press card of 
Riccardo Cristiano, the 
representative of Italian 
state television (RAI), in 
the wake of his letter to 
the Palestinian Authority 
which was published in 
the October 16 edition of 
Ai H ayat ai J edida. 

Cristiano has also been 
summoned to the GPO, 
where he will be requested 
to explain his letter, the 
GPO said in a news re
lease last week, along with 
a copy of the letter it gave' 
world media. 

In the letter below, 
Cristiano declared that he 
had acted according to the 
PA's working rules for 
journalists. His letter im
plies that he will never 
again film events which are 
liable to cast a negative 
light on the PA, such as the 
recent lynching of IDF re
servists in Ramallah. 

The body of an Israeli soldier is thrown from RamaIlah police station O(~tol)er 
12, as captured by an Italian TV crew. Official Italian State Television (RTI) 
issued a letter of clarification to Palestinian Authority, explaining that the 
filming was done by a private Italian TV station, not R TI, and ensuring RTI will 
continue to respect ''journalistic procedures" with the Palestinian Authority. 

Cristiano also wrote 
that his competitors in the 
Italian media are respon
sible for broadcasting the 
pictures of the lynching 
and thereby accused other 
foreign journalists work
ing in the territories. 

The State ofIsrael, as a 
democratic society, wel
comes the foreign jour
nalists working here and 
invests considerable ef
fort in both assuring free
dom of the' press and as
sistingjournalists in their 
work, the GPO news re
lease concludes. All that 
we ask from foreign jour
nalists is that they abide 
by the rules of press eth
ics as is accepted in demo
cratic societies. 

The coffin of Yosef 
A vraham being posi
tioned above his grave 
prior to burial October 
15. His father can be 
seen 2nd from the left 
(check shirt). Copyright: 
Isranet. 

Special clarification by the 
Italian representative ofRTI the 
official Italian television station 

(See related story above.) 
Letter to the Palestinian Authority ... My dear friends 

in Palestine. We congratulate you and think that it is our 
duty to put you in the picture (of the events) of what 
happened on October 12 in Ramallah. One ofthe private 
Italian television stations which competes with us (and 
not the official Italian television station RTI) filmed the 
events; that station filmed the events. Afterwards Israeli 
television broadcast the pictures, as taken from one of 
the Italian stations, and thus the public impression was 
created as if we (RTI) took these pictures. 

We emphasize to all of you that the events did not 
happen this way, because we always respect (will 
continue to respect) the journalistic procedures with 
the Palestinian Authority for (journalistic) work in 
Palestine and we are credible in our precise work. 

We thank you for your trust, and you can be sure that 
this is not our way of acting. We do not (will not) do 
such a thing. 

Please accept our dear blessings. 
Signed, 
Ricardo Christiano 
Representative of RTI in the Palestinian Authority 
(the official Italian station) 

Some of the thousands of mourners at Avraham's 
funeral October 15 as an honor guard salute as the 
sun goes down over the cemetery in Petach Tikvah. 
Copyright: Isranet. 

Yosef Avraham, one of the two IDF reserve soldiers 
lynched in Ramallah October 12, was buried with full 
military honors in the Segula Military Cemetery in 
Petach Tikvah October 15. The other reservist, Vadim 
Novesche, 33, was buried October 13 in his home town 
of Or Akiva in the presence of several several opposi
tion Knesset members, including Natan Sharansky and 
Naomi Blumenthal, and several thousand mourners, 
Following critical media reports to the effect that the 
government did not send a minister to Novesche's 
funeral, Minister Ra'anan Cohen attended the October 
15 Petach Tikvah funeral. A vrahami, 38, leaves behind 
his parents, wife and three children, a 9-year old 
daughter and twins aged four. As in the case of Nov esc he 
many thousands of mourners attended the funeral. 

Holocaust plaque unveiled in Rome 
ROME (JTA) - A stone plaque was unveiled Octo

ber 16 honoring the memory of Rome's Jews, whom 
the Nazis deported from the city on October 16, 1943. 
Mayor Francesco RuteIlijoined about 50 Jews, includ
ing Holocaust survivors, at the city's Tiburtina train 
station, site of the deportations. 

Composer Mahler honored 
PRAGUE (JT A) - The Czech town of Jihlava re

sounded with the music of Jewish composer Gustav 
Mahler during a three-day festival to celebrate the 1 40th 
anniversary of the birth of its most famous son. The. 
festival, which included performances of Mahler's works 
and an international conference, was the biggest cultural 
event ever held in the industrial town. The cultural 
attache of the Israeli Embassy was among the guests. 

London Jew stabbed aboard bus 
LONDON (JTA) - An Orthodox Jew is in serious 

but stable condition after being stabbed aboard a Lon
don bus October 16 in an incident that the police are 
treating as racially motivated. A 27-year-old man "of 
Mediterranean appearance" is in custody, police said. 
In another development, Jewish leaders in Britain said 
Islamic militants there should be prosecuted for dis
tributing leaflets calling for the death of Jews. The 
Board of Deputies of British Jews said October 16 the 
militants distributed anti-Semitic leaflets in London, 
Manchester and Birmingham in response to the ongo
ing violence in the Middle East. "The final hour will not 
come until the Muslims kill the Jews," one leaflet said, 
according to the board. The leaflets are "illegal and 
absolutely unacceptable in our society," said board 
President Jo Wagerman. "Unless stopped now, this 
will inevitably lead to violence." 

Farrakhan targets Lieberman 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Nation of Islam leader Louis 

Farrakhan repeated his charge that Democratic vice 
presidential candidate Joseph Lieberman is more faith
ful to Israel than the United States. Farrakhan, who 
summoned supporters around the country to Washing
ton on October 16 for his Million Family March, also 
repeated October 15 on NBC's "Meet the Press" that 
Jews control black artists, athletes and the media. 

Remembrance tree disappears 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - U.S. officials are investi

gating the disappearance of a tree that had been planted 
in front of the Agricul ture Department's headquarters 
in Washington to commemorate Holocaust victims. 
Planted in the spring, the tree was uprooted earlier this 
month, a spokesman for the Agriculture Department 
said. A plaque that had been placed in front of the tree 
was not disturbed . 

Lithuanian judge orders trial 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A Lithuanian judge ordered 

that a 93-year-old man be tried in absentia on war 
crimes charges. Kazys Gimzauskas is suspected of 
having handed scores of Jews over to death squads in 
the capital of Vilnius during World War II, when he 
was deputy head of the Nazi-sponsored Lithuanian 
security police. 

Canada sees bias attacks 
TORONTO (JTA) - Vandals attacked several syna

gogues in Canada during the past two weeks in inci
dents apparently linked to the violence in the Middle 
East, according to the Canadian Jewish Congress, And 
officials of the Jewish community are shocked by the 
hateful levels of rhetoric voiced at a recent pro-Pales
tinian rally outside the Israeli Consulate in Toronto. At 
one point, some of the 150 protesters on hand shouted 
"Death to the Jews" in Arabic, said a B 'nai Brith 
Canada official who was one of seven representatives 
of the Jewish community monitoring the event. 

Senate passes terror victims act 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The U.S. Senate passed a 

measure October 11 that would make it easier for the 
families of terror victims to claim damages from the 
frozen assets of countries suspected of supporting 
terrorism. Federal courts have awarded terror victims 
multimillion-dollar judgments, but the Clinton admin
istration has blocked the freeing of assets to pay the 
damages, citing national security interests. The presi
dent is expected to sign the measure into law. 
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World Jewish news/ Torah commentary 
Around the Jewish world 

Wave of anti-Semitic violence 
plagues communities worldwide 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

ROME (JTA) - Fear
ing that the crisis in the 
Middle East could spill 
over into a wave of terror
ism in Europe, Jewish 
communities and police 
across Europe are on their 
highest state of alert in a 
decade. 

Already, scores of anti
Semitic incidents ranging 
from graffiti to street dem
onstrations to the 
firebombing of syna
gogues and Jewish busi
nesses have been reported. 

Jewish communities 
have heightened their 

Behind the headlines 

own security while gov
ernments and policehave 
increased protection at 
Jewish institutions and 
other potential targets. 
"We must not relax our 
guard," a spokesman for 
a Jewish group told the 
London Jewish Chroni
cle, saying the threat was 
the most serious since the 
Gulf War in 1991 and the 
early days of the intifada 
in the late I 980s. 

"What we have seen so 
far has been a mainly 
emotional response to 
what is happening in the 
Mideast," he said. "We 

Violence has French Jews tense, 
but won't change their routine 
By JOSHUA SCHUSTER 

PARIS (JTA) - The presence of French riot police 
has dampened spirits somewhat in the Marais, the 
usually lively Jewish neighborhood here in the French 
capital. On a recent day ,local Jews could be seen going 
about their business in the cluttered district of felafel 
stands, butchers, bakers and bookstores. 

The smells of humus and freshly made challah hung 
in the air, as they do six days a week, but customers 
were few and their pace seemed a bit more brisk than 
usual. Just the-' same, in a sign' that routines were. 
continuing, a Chasidic man bearing a lulav and etrog 
warmly beckoned any passers-by, particularly tourists, 
to join in some of the rituals associated with the holiday 
ofSukkot. 

The well-known old Jewish quarter is just one of 
dozens of Jewish religious and communal sites across 
the nation where police have set up stakeouts in hopes 
of ending a series of incidents that targeted Jews and 
Jewish sites across France. 

French Jews have reacted with mixed feelings to the 
slew of anti-Semitic incidents, which began after fight
ing broke out between Israel and the Palestinians late 
last month. 

WhileJewish leaders issue calls for communal stead
fastness in the face of the incidents, some members of 
the community dread walking the streets alone. They 
say that the wave of anti-Semitism has heightened 
tensions and confusion within the Jewish community 
to levels not seen since World War II. Others, however, 
note that a police presence at Jewish sites is quite 
common in France - and, they add, they are not about 
to change their routines. 

"There is some fear, but it is not at all like it was 
between 1939 and 1945," said Alain Derey, a Paris 
resident. "There is some tension, especially when you 
see a group of young Arab kids walking around in 
groups. But, really, we are ready to defend ourselves." 
Sophie Ruben, a lawyer living in a suburb north of 
Paris, called the incidents "very serious," but said they 
only served to reinforce her Jewish identity. "I'll con
tinue to go to the synagogue and observe the holidays, 
because you can't let such threats stop your beliefs." 

However, others have remarked that they have seen 
a decline in the number of Jews wearing yarmulkas in 
the streets. On one recent evening, an observer noticed 
a small group of children walking in the streets who 
donned their skullcaps only after meeting up with a 
much larger group of Jews. 

Theo Klein, honorary president of CRIF, the um
brella group of secular French Jewish organizations, 
said he "was not persuaded" that the recent acts of 
violence "are even anti-Semitic. These are spontane
ous acts by people who like violence." Klein called 
"absurd" the "overly emotional" reaction of some of 
his fellow Jewish community members, who have 
likened the incidents to Holocaust-era violence. 

are now entering a period 
where there could be 
more organized activity 
against us." 

In the most recent inci
dent, an Orthodox Jew
ish student is in serious 
but stable condition after 
being stabbed aboard a 
London bus October 16 
in an attack that the po
lice are treating as racially 
motivated. 

On October 18, an Al
gerian asylum seeker was 
charged with the at
tempted murder of the 
student. Nabil Ould 
Eddine, 27, was held in 
custody and will next ap
pear in court October 25. 
The victim, 20-year-old 
David Myers, was 
stabbed as many as 20 
times during the October 
16 attack. 

In the days between 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, at least 50 inci
dents ranging from van
dalism to anti-Semitic 
graffiti were reported at 
British synagogues. 

Militant Muslim dem
onstrators in London;' 
Manchester and Birming
ham burned Israeli flags, 
chanted slogans and dis
tributed leaflets urging 
supporters to "kill Jews 
all over the world." 

Nearly I 00 anti-Se
mitic incidents were re
ported in France, includ
ing the fire-bombing of a 
Paris synagogue and a 
Jewish shop in Toulon on 
October IS, and similar 
attacks on several other 
synagogues and Jewish 
institutions including at 
least one school. 

Presiden t Jacques 
Chirac called the attacks 
"intolerable" and "unac
ceptable," and Justice 
Minister Lionel Jospin 
said police should crack 
down on "all acts and all 
attempted acts that are 
racist in character or anti
Semitic." 

Henri Hajdenberg, 
president of CRIF, the 
umbrella body for French 
Jewish secular groups, 
blamed the attacks on 
extremist members of 
France's large population 
of North African Mus
lims. France, with more 
than 600,000 Jews, and 
Britain, with 300,000, 
have the largest Jewish 
communities in Europe 
outside the former Soviet 
Union. 

Germany has also seen 
a wave of attacks on 
Jewish sites in recent 
weeks. 
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Knowledge must be used for life, not destruction 
Torah commentary by RABBI 
PERETZ WEIZMAN 
Rabbi emeritus, B'nay AbrahamSyna
gogue 

On this Shabbat we start the Torah 
reading with the beginning of 
G-d's creation. It opens with the 

statement that "In the beginning G-d 
created the heavens and the earth". The 
order of creation is meticulously out
lined. The creation of mankind is the 
conclusion of the history of creation. 

"The World" means mankind, you 
and I. Without mankind there is no 
awareness ofG-d and his creation. There
fore the Torah elaborates extensively 
about mankind's appearance in the 
world. It states that G-d created Man, 
named him Adam and placed him in the 
Garden of Eden. The first Command
ment to this first human being was, even 
though there are two trees in themidstof 
the garden, you may eat from the Tree of 
Life, but you are not permitted to eat 
from the Tree of Knowledge. If you eat 
of it, you will die. 

We know that humanity is elevated 
above all creatures because of the G-d
given gift of knowledge, of reason and 
intellect. Here G-d admonished man 
against eating from the Tree of Knowl
edge. 

Three times a day we thank G-dfor 
being the gracious giver of knowledge, 
"ATA CHONEN LEADAM DAAS". 

We are considered the pearl of G-d' s 
creation. As the Psalmist said: "Man
kind is a little lower than angels" -
because of the ability to think, to create. 

. ... Here man is deprived of this faculty; 
What is the meaning of this story? Cer
tainly G-d doesn't want mankind to live 
in darkness without knowledge and with-
out intelligent perceptions. • 

Every student of Torah knows the dif
ference between Torah and theology; 
Theology is the study of man about G-d. 
Torah is the study of G-d about mankind 
- in other words, Torah wants us to know 
ourselves. Torah is geared to define our
selves. "Da et atzmecha" is the motto and 

purpose of Torah! 
The story mentioned above illustrates 

human nature and human weakness; it 
teaches us how to curb our base inclina
tions and how to control them. 

The story of the Tree of Knowledge 
contains a profound moral lesson for 
humanity. Although knowledge is vi
tally important, knowledge without a 
Tree of Life is most destructive. Knowl
edge has to be applied for life, not for 
destruction. The Tree of Life and The 
Tree of Knowledge must complement 
each other. The Torah pleads with man
kind: Do not use your knowledge to 
create death, misery and suffering. Do 
not use it to create atom bombs or to 
ens,Iave people. Use it constructively, 
not destruCtively. Use it for Life! 

Please remember that gas chambers 
were built by learned engineers. Jewish 
children were poisoned by educated 
physicians. Jewish infants were killed 
by trained nurses. Women and children 
were shot and killed by high school and 
college graduates. The Germans had 
knowledge, but were lacking the milk of 
civilization, lacking heart and compas
sion. The Torah admonishes mankind. 
Don't separate the Tree of Life from the 
Tree of Knowledge - by doing so, you 
will create blind fanatics. You will pro
duce learned monsters, skilled psycho
paths or educated Eichmanns. 

This is why our Torah is called "Torat 
Chaim" - a Torah for life, dedicated to 
life. Not to destroy Life! Progress and 
technology produces machines, Torah 
moulds and shapes humanity to.be hu
mane. Heart and mind must go together. 
Reason and compassion constitute the 
assurance of human existence. 

Fine arts alone cannot protect human
ity from evil and bestiality. Knowledge 
and information by itself, will create 
hell. The combination of knowledge and 
life will create a paradise for humanity. 
Man will be restored by knowledge and 
compassion to his original place in the 
Garden of Eden. 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, October 27, services 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 28, Shabbat services 9:30 a.m. Mincha following Kiddush. Sunday, October 29, Tallit & 

Tefillin, 9:30 a.m. 
Monday, October 3D·Thursday, November 2, services 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

BNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, October 27 • morning service at 7:00 a.m., evening service at 5:45 p.m., candle lighting at 5:56 p.m. 

Saturday, October 28· morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 5:45 p.m. Shabbat ends at 6:53 p.m. 
Sunday, October 29· morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 4:45 p.m. Monday, October 30.Tuesday, 

October 31 • morning service at 7:00 a.m., evening service at 4:45 p.m. 
CHAVURAT TEflLA SYNAGOGUE 

Friday, October27. Candle lighting: 5:56 p.m. Minehalkabbalat Shabbat: 5:50 p.m. Shacharis Saturday: 9:30 a.lll. 
Shabb.t ends: 6:53 p.m. 

CHEVRA MISHNA YES SYNAGOGUE 
Daily morning service (Monday to Friday), 7:30 a.m. Sundays and statutory holidays, morning service, 8:00a.m. 

Friday, October 27, Mincha and Kabb.llas Shabbas, 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 28, Shabbas Mevorchilll, morning service, 9:30 a.m.; Shabbas Parshas Bcreishis; the month 

of Mar Cheshvan is hlessed; Kiddish and words from the Torah at the conclusion of Musaf. Mincha service, after 
12:00 noon. 

Traditional Orthodox services arc conducted, and everyone is welcome. 
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 

Daily morning service (Monday·Friday): 7:30 a.m. Daily evening service (Monday. Friday): 6:00 p.m. Sunday 
& statutory holiday mornings: 9: 15 a.m. Shabbat morning service: 9: 15 a.m., evening service: 6:00 p.m. 

HERZLlA-ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGA nON 
Service schedule for week of October 28·November 3, Parsh. Bereisheet. 
Candle lighting October27 a15:55 p.m. Mincha: 5:30 p.m. Saturday, October28: Shabbat morning service at 9:00 

a.m. Mincha at 5:30 p.m. Followed by Maariv/Havdaliah. Shabbat ends at 6:53 p.m. 
Junior Congregation 3·5 years, 6·8 years. NCSY Youth Minyan (for ages 9·18) beings 9: 15 a.m. promptly. 
Sunday Shncharit services at 9:00 a.m. Daily shacharit services: 7:00 a.m. Minchalmaariv services: 4:00 p.m. 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, October 27, morning service at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 6:00 p.m., candle lighting at 5:56 p.m. 

Saturday, October 28, morning service at 9:00 '.01., evening service at 5:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 6:53 p.m. 
Sunday, October 29, moming service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 4:55 p.m. Monday, October 30, morning 

service at 7: 15 a.m., evening service at 4:55 p.m. Tuesday, October31, moming service at 7:30a.m .• evening service 
at 4:55 p.m. 

TALMUD TORAH. BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Candle lighting time for Friday, October 27 at 5:56 p.m. MinehaiKabbalat Shabbat at 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday morning service at 9: 15 a.m. Sedra of the week· Bereisheet. Shahbat Mevarchim. Mincha service at 

5:30 p.m., followed by Talmud Shiur. Shabbat ends at 6:53 p.m. 
Sunday shacharit service at 9:00 a.m. Sunday, October 29/Monday, October 30: Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan. Daily 

shacharit service (Monday 10 Friday) at 7:30 •. 01. Daily MinchaiMaariv services at 4:45 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend. 
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