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Israeli news/ Noah Witman's Yiddish column 

British foreign secretary joins 
Mideast discussions 

British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook (L) and Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak at the Prime Minister's Of
fice in Jerusalem October 12. Copyright: lsranet. 

British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook has become 
the latest overseas politician to come to the region to 
see ifhe could be of help to curtail the violence and get 
the peace talks back on track. 

As far as Cook is' concerned his efforts to be an 
"honest broker" have taken a knock following the 
murder of the two IDF reservists in Rarnallah October 
12. • 

The surprise visit of Cook is said to have come about 
following lengthy conversations between British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and Syria's President Bashar 
Assad. 

Government circles in Israel will also tell Cook that 
they have been very angry at what they see is he one
sided reporting on the Middle East conflict by the BBC. 

Shimon Peres, who is currently in London, is also 
expected to talk to a senior BBC official about its 
coverage of events in the region. 
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-It should be the worst of 
our problems. Access to 
the animal shelter belong
ing to the Jerusalem So
ciety for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals in 
the northern suburb of 
Atarot has been cut off, 
leaving hundreds of cats 
and dogs at the mercy of 
a few brave volunteers 
who come in to feed the 
animals when it's safe. 

But the people living 
here in Israel are feeling 
the effects of the ongoing 
road closures and restric
tions on our activity even 
more acutely than our 
canine/feline friends. 

Normally, Sukkot is a 
popular time to schedule 

trips around the country, 
concerts and other family 
entertainment. Virtually 
the entire country is on 
vacation during the 
weeklong holiday. 

Governmentoffices are 
closed for the week, 
teachers and students are 
home from school, and 
religious and secular Jews 
each celebrate the holi
day in their own ways. 

Sukkot5761, however, 
will be remembered as 
the dampened festival. 
Not only did the weather 
change this week, with 
bursts of rain, thunder and 
lightening challenging 
those who want to fulfill 
the mitzvah of sleeping 
in the sukkah, but the gen
eral atmosphere is damp
ened too. 

The Israel Defense 
Force issued orders 
canceling all tours 
through Judea, Samaria 
and the Gaza Strip; 
evening events such as 
the Shlomo Carlebach 
fest are canceled; the 
Mordechai Ben David 
concert in Hebron won't 
take place, 

Jews are warned to be 
on the alert for terrorist 
activity at major gather
ing places such as shop
ping malls and parks, and 
fathers are being called 
up for extended reserve 
duty. But many are trying 
to preserve a feeling of 
normalcy and sukkot, or 
booths, of every size and 
description can be seen 
on balconies, rooftops 
and in courtyards. 

Every kosherrestaurant 
in town has one and boasts 
bigger and better holiday 
specials toenticecustom
ers. 

The day before Yom 
Tov, the Orthodox 
neighborhoods of Geula 
and Mea She'arim were 
almost impassable, with 
trucks hauling wondrous 
quantities of palm fronds 
to top sukkot driving 
slowly along the narrow 
streets. Practitioners of 
the art of etrog sniffing -
a holiday custom - could 
be seen on every street 
comer. 

The crowd at the West
em Wall is considerably 
less than on other recent 
holidays, but the ambu
lances, police and media 
are out en masse. 
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Israeli news 

News analysis 

Do the people follow Arafat, 
or is it the other way around? 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- When Israel and the 
United States repeatedly 
call on Yasser Arafat to 
quell the violence, they 
assume he has the power 
to reign in the rock -throw
ers. But now, some are 
questioning whether the 
Palestinian Authority 
president has the power 
to quell the violence in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. If you ask Israeli 
officials, there is no doubt 
about it. 

Arafat can control the 
ongoing violence "with a 
few telephone calls," Is
raeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak said in an inter
view October 16. "He can 
put an end to it in 12 hours, 
and that's it." It's a view 
shared by many U.S .Ia w
makers. Two weeks ago, 
members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
introduced a resolution 
condemning Arafat for 
the violence, which be
gan after Israeli opposi
tion leader Ariel Sharon 
and other Likud Party 
members visited Jerusa
lem's Temple Mount on 
September 28. 

The resolution says the 
Palestinian leader did 
"too little forfar too long" 
to control the clashes and 
actually encouraged the 
violence. Ifit is correct to 
assume that Arafat has 
the power to quell the vio
lence, then it inevitably 
leads to another question: 
Does he want to? 

According to many Is
raeli officials, Arafat is 
more comfortable with 
the role with which he 
began his career - that of 
freedom fighter. They 
also say he has difficulty 
making the necessary de
cisions for peace when 
crucial opportunities 
present themselves, cit
ing his long series of ne
gotiations .with the late 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin, 
with whom he played 
hard to get time and again, 
acquiescing only at the 
last minute. They note the 
Cairo Agreement of May 
4, 1994, when Arafat 
walked out of a signing 
ceremony. He returned to 
the stage only after a 
group of world leaders 
managed to convince him 
that he should sign the 
agreement - which offi
cially gave the newly cre
ated Palestinian Author
ity control over portions 
of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

VASSER ARAFAT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: Analysts say 
he's happy to resume 
the role of freedom 
fighter. 

The officials say Arafat 
displayed a similar bent 
at the Camp David sum
mit in July: Just when 
Barak offered him a Pal
estinian state in most of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, with unprecedented 
Israeli concessions in Je
rusalem, Arafat backed 
off - in effect throwing 
his lot in with the militant 
wings of the Palestinian 
political community. 

MILITARY WING 
OF ARAFAT'S 

FATAHPARTY 
NOW MILITANT, 

LIKEHAMAS, 
ISLAMIC JIHAD 

Along with Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad, those 
militants also include the 
Tanzim, the military wing 
of Arafat's ruling Fatah 
Party. Arabic for "organ i
zation," the Tanzim was 
established in 1983. 

The group's leader is 
Marwan Barghouti, 41, 
chairman of the Supreme 
Steering Committee of 
the Fatah in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip -
and the man Israeli offi
cials accuse of orchestrat
ing the Palestinian riots. 
Following his "success" 
in those riots, Barghouti 
is now considered a po
tential heir to Arafat. 

Some Palestinians ar
gued last week that this 
speculation is being de
liberately spread by Is
rael, which wants to cre
ate a situation in which 
Arafat himself will get 
rid of Barghouti. For the 
time being, though, there 
is no evidence of any con
flict between the two. 

Throughout the present 
crisis, Arafat maintained 
direct contacts with 
Barghouti and theTanzim 
commanders in the vari
ous fronts, according to 
Israeli officials. It is not 

clear, though, whether 
Arafat gave specific or
ders to shoot. Analysts 
maintain that Arafat has 
been pleased to resume 
the role of freedom 
fighter. 

Just why he is attracted 
to the role remains some
thing of a riddle, though, 
considering that it led him 
to several resounding de
feats in the past. In 1970, 
Arafat launched assaults 
against Israel from Jor
dan, ultimately prompt
ing King Hussein to stage 
an all-out war against 
Arafat, who had to be 
smuggled out of Amman. 
In his next host country, 
Lebanon, Arafat meddled 
in internal politics, rally
ing his Fatah faction 
along with the Druse mi
litia against the Christian 
forces. In 1976, Arafat's 
activities eventually 
turned his Syrian allies 
against him. 

Syrian troops entered 
Lebanon and had their 
new Christian partners 
stage massacres in Pales-. 
tinian refugee camps. In 
1982, the Palestinian 
buildup in Lebanon, par
ticularly in Beirut, ended 
with the Israeli siege of 
Beirut. Arafat was forced 
to quit the city for yet 
another exile, this time in 
Tunisia. Arafat 's decision 
to embark with Israel on 
the Oslo peace process in 
1993 represented a dra
matic turning point in his 
career. 

Despite strong Hamas 
opposition, despite the 
ups and downs in the 
peace process, Arafat 
seemed to be in full con-

. trol. Two weeks ago, 
however, when Arafat 
instructed his people to 
calm down, the Palestin
ian riots continued. Israeli 
officers who contacted 
their Palestinian counter
parts received only vague 
responses when they 
asked what happened. 
But the significance was 
clear: Arafat's wishes are 
not always followed. 

Just the same, official 
Palestinian spokesmen 
argue that Arafat is in full 
control. 

They also say he had to 
respond to Sharon's visit 
to the Temple Mount late 
last month. Israeli ana
lysts, on the other hand, 
believe that Arafat ini
tially lit a small fire - and 
got caught up against his 
will in the conflagration 
that ensued. 

Wednesday, October 25, 2CXJO, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 21 

Barak tries to cobble together 
government on ruins of peace 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- Israel's major political 
parties were talking about 
forming an emergency 
unity government this 
week as violence contin
ued in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak 
asked the Likud Party to 
join him in a unity gov
ernment, but met initial 
resistance. Knesset Mem
ber Limor Livnat said the 
offer was not "serious." 

Meanwhile the leader 
of the fervently Ortho
dox Shas Party, EI i 
Yishai, said his party 

EHUD BARAK, Israeli 
prime minister: Has met 
resistance from Likud 
Party to his invitation 
tojoin him in a unity 
government. 

ELI YISHAI,- Shas 
Party leader: His party 
would consider joining 
"an emergency cabi
net" for "a limited 
time." 

would not join a unity government, but 
would consider joining "an emergency 
cabinet for a I imited time." Barak was 
also facing strong criticism within his 
own party's ranks for his statement over 
the weekend that Israel was taking a 
"timeout" from the peace process. 

Former Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
told the Voice of Israel on Monday that 
Israel cannot ignore the Oslo and Camp 
David agreements and could not detach 
itself from the peace process. "When 
there is shooting, one must return the 
fire," said Peres, "but one must continue 
the peace process;" 

Palestinian Authority President Yasser 
Arafat responded to Barak's call for a 
"timeout" in peace talks by saying that 
anyone blocking the Palestinians' path 
to a state can "go to hell." Israel tight
ened its closure of population centers in 
the West Bank. Palestinians threatened 
to break the blockade on Tuesday by 
staging massive demonstrations to con
front the soldiers. 

The official Palestinian publication 
Al-Hayat al-Jadida published detailed 
instructions on how to stage demonstra
tions to break closures, particularly in 
the Jerusalem area~ 

Meanwhile, gunfire was heated Octo
ber 22. Israeli gunships caused power 
outages when they rocketed the Pales
tinian village of BeitJ alia, the area from 
which Palestinians fired their machine 
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guns into the nearby southern Jerusalem 
neighborhood of Gilo. 

Palestinians continued attacks against 
Israeli targets, both army and settlers, 
throughout the territories. Palestinians 
fired shots at an Israel Defense Force 
checkpoint near the Jewish comrilUnity 
in Hebron, lightly wounding one sol
dier, Israel Army Radio reported. There 
were also reports of shots being fired at 
Israeli forces October23 at Mount Eval, 
the area where a bus carrying settlers 
was attacked last week. 

"The situation is really deteriorating. 
The worst hasn't happened yet, ~~ Pales
tinian negotiator Saeb Erekat told 
Reuters. Israel shut down the Gaza air
port because Palestinian policemen there 
were armed, which is a violation of 
Israeli-Palestinian agreements, sources 
told Israel Radio. 

Meanwhile, part of the Jordan Val
ley's main highway was closed because 
of burning tires. The army warned it 
would hit back harder if provoked. Brig. 
Gen. Ya' acov Zigdon, a senior officer at 
the IDF's central command, warned 
October 23 that the Palestinians intended 
to escalate the situation in Gilo even. 
further. Zigdon told Israeli President 
Moshe Katsav, who visited the 
neighborhood October 23, that the at
tackers in Beit Jalla were not local resi
dents, but people from outside the 
neighborhood. 
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