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Community nostalgia/ news 

The writer is a volunteer translator of Yiddish for 
the lewish Heritage Centre. The following 
news items have been gleaned from. copies of 

the Winnipeg Yiddish newspaper the Israelite Press 
from the 1930s ill the centre's office. They offer 
glimpses into the 1 ewish community in Winnipeg and 
Western Canada oftha! era. These news, briefs reflect 
attitudes that are different, and some that haven't 
changed at all. 

Aug 28, 1934: Ad from Saskatoon Jewish 
Committee for a good cantor for the High Holidays: 
they are willing to pay $200.00. Seats sell for $2.00 -
$5.00 and are free for those who cannot afford to pay. 

City Council votes $25,000.00 to research plans 
for diverting sewage from the rivers and building a 
sewage disposal plant at a cost of about 5 million dol
lars. The federal and provincial governments will be 
asked to share this cost. 

Editorial Comment: Now is the time for the City 
of Winnipeg to build a new sewage disposal plant to 
rid the city of its foul smelling rivers full of sewage 
and waste. The cost would be about $5 million, and 
sinct1 most of this is for labor it would be of great 
benefit to the many unemployed and would take 
them off relief rolls, which would offset the expense 
of this project. This must be done now and federal 
and provincial aid will follow. The public must urge 
the City to carry out this important work and not 
worry about it being a tax burden. 

Aug. 31, 1934: Local sports groups are worried 
that the YMHA teams may withdraw from the city 
competitions. Since the Y teams are very active in 
local sports and draw a large crowd to all activities, 
this would be a great loss to sports in Winnipeg. This 
started when (heY withdrew 'some of its rugby team 
frain the <field: Some of the best players' on this team 
were university students, and were prohibited from 
playing on any other team except the university team 
if they were needed. However, the Y has informed us 
that they have no plans to withdraw any of their other 
teams. 

Manitoba Junior College, 418 Aberdeen Ave. 
advertises full Grade 12 program at their school for 
$50.00. Text books avaiIable to rent for a fee of 
$4.00. Teachers are Ms. Syma Freiden and Ms. Etta 
Grand. Eighty-one percent of their students passed 
their departmental Grade 12 exams with honors. 
(This college was commonly referred to as 
Depression College by the pUblic.) 

New grocery store opens at 460 Selkirk Avenue. 
Some opening specials advertised are: 10 Ibs. sugar 
for 59 cents, salad oil (in customer's container) 95 
cents a gallon, herring 5 cents each, seedless grapes 
10 cents per lb. 

Sept 4, 1934: Jews in the town of Merry Lee in 
Scotland will hold their Rosh Hashana services at the 
local police station. Due to the increase of the Jewish 
population in the past year, their synagogue is too 
small to accommodate all of them. The local police 
made their hall available to them for the High 
Holidays services. 

Sept. 7, 1934: A short history of the T. Eaton Co. 
in Winnipeg includes a photo of the building at its 
opening on July 17, 1905 as a five-storey building. In 
1906 another storey was added, and in 1912, two 
more were added, making it the eight-storey building 
as it stands today. It was built on an undeveloped 
piece of land on Portage Avenue when the most 

important businesses at that time were situated on 
Main Street. This proved to be an excellent choice as 

, Portage Avenue became a busy thoroughfare with 
great success for Eatons. 

Sept. 18, 1934: Emergency Relief Campaign for 
funds for European Jewry sponsored by Canadian 
Jewish Congress. Urgent request for donations. 
Some of the money will also go for Congress ser
vIces. 

Sept. 21, 1934: Local Jewish veterans have orga
nized a club chartered as a branch of the Canadian 
Legion. This will be called the General Monash 
Branch No. 115, Canadian Legion. General Monash 
was the commander of the Australian forces, The 
purpose of organizing this branch at the present time 
was to combat Nazi and Fascist propaganda among 
the veterans' organizations. 

Sept. 28, 1934: Official installation of General 
Monash Legion took place at Levine's Restaurant 
with 65 Jewish veterans attending. Mayor Webb, 
president of the Manitoba Command of the Legion, 
presented the charter to the commander of the new 
club, Captain William Tobias. The new club is look
ing for clubrooms, and invites all Jewish veterans of 
any part of the British Army to become members. 

Talmud Torah calls meeting of all members to dis
cuss uniting the Talmud Torah with the YMHA. 9 

Sept. 29, 1934: After much heated discussion it 
was resolved to call another meeting for October 3, 
and invite the public to voice their opinions on this 
matter. At this meeting, elections will take place for 
a new Board of Directors who may come up with a 
solution other than uniting with the Y. 

Shmuel Segev 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

In the West Bank, 
Barak proposed to evac
uate 40 per cent of the 
nearly 200,000 Jewish 
settlers, and consolidate, 
the remaining settle
ments in "three blocs". 

He also offered 
Arafat's Palestinian 
Authority administra
tive control over Arab 
neighborhoods in east
ern . Jerusalem, and 
ongoing administration 
of EI Aksa and the 
Dome of the Rock. 

Segev said in a fol
lowup interview that 
Barak couldn't agree to 
Arafat's demand for full 
Palestinian sovereignty 
over the Temple Mount, 
because that would have 
included the Western 
Wall. 

And no Israeli gov
emment could risk the 
chance that a 
Palestinian government 
might then refuse Jews 
access to that area. 

Segev said Arafat's 
actions since Camp 
David virtually remove 
any possibility he can 
be considered a "partner 
for peace". 

Oct. S, 1934: At a well B ttl f th B d · 
attended meeting to dis- '. a e '0 e an s gIves 
cuss this union, the plan BBYO . 
to do so was defeated and - programmIng 
totally. rejected and a new strong start 
commIttee was elected to . 

find a way of solving Musical groups compete at Pyramid 
Talmud Torah's dire eco-
nomic problems. Cabaret 

Oct. 9, 1934: Jewish By LISA LIPSCHITZ and NATE ROSEN
chess players win tourna- STOCK 
ment held at the Hi, I'm Lisa Lipschitz, Regional Orechet, and I'm 
Marlborough Hotel. Nate Rosenstock, Regional Sopher, and we are writ-
Among the Jewish play- ing a column about BBYO! We are both third year 
ers were Miss Gossman, members of the B 'nai Brith Youth Organization, and 
the only woman player will be reporting about recent events in our region. 
and 11-year-old Abe So if you have any news that you would like to see 
Yanofsky. reported in this column, please contact us. 

Oct. 9, 1934: Cantor Last summer, Red River Region sent IO members 
Pinchik will appear in on summer programs to Camp Pearlman and Camp 
concert at the Walker Beber. They all had an amazing time and an un for
Theatre Oct. 3 I at 8 p.m. gettable experience learning how to run programs 
Cantor Pinchik is world- smoothly and become better leaders. 
famous for both his can- BBYO programming is off to a fast start. One of 

. I k'lI d ~ Ik the region's more popular annual programs took 
tona SIS an 0 song place on Sunday, October 15th. Battle of the Bands renditions. He ha 
appeared in 50 concerts in 2000, at the Pyramid Cabaret, is a competition where 
New York, and many bands face off against each other to strut their stuff. 
European centers. Tickets Much like the past number of years, over 100 people 

came out to the club to support their favorite bands 
are 50 cents, 75 cents and and a good time was had by all! All seven bands per~ 
$1.00, and can be 

formed well, with Colourblind coming out as the 
obtained at People's Book Battle of the Bands 2000 winner! . 
Store, 816 Main Street. CD recordings of the live performance will be sold 
(Cont. on p.age 3. See by Metal Lizard productions. Contact the BBYO 
"Looking Back".) office for details. 

It might take another 
generation for that to 
happen, he forecast. 

But Segev is also con
fident some kind of 
peace arrangement will 
eventually be worked 
out. 

, The pragmatism lead
ers in' the Arab world 
showed at their Cairo 
meeting is one reason 
for that. 

"It will be an armed 
peace, based on the bal
ance of power," he said. 
"Israel's continued mili
tary might gives him 
hope that the 
Palestinians will even
tually become more 
"realistic - maybe not in 
this generation of 
Palestinian leaders - but 
maybe the next one." 

As for the prospects 
for Barak's shaky coali
tion government, Segev 
said that by this week, it 
will be clearer whether 
that government will 
survive a non-confi
dence motion in the 
Knesset. 

He noted in an inter
view, however, that 
Israel's Shas Party had 
offered to prop up the 
government, for the 
short term, at least, and 
that Barak was still 
'negotiating to form a 
unity government with 
Sharon. 

Segev considers 
Barak "certainly more 
capable than Sharon". 
"He's the first prime 
minister in Israel to 
speak fluent Arabic,," 
and has an in-depth 
knowledge of the think
ing of the Arab world." 

Segev feels "it would 
be a shame to lose him." 

Asked how Diaspora 
Jews could show sup
port for Israel in the pre
sent crisis, he encour
aged Jews here and 
elsewhere to join in sol
idarity missions to the 
Jewish state. "Israel 
proper is safe," Segev 
said. 

Friday, noon 
is the deadline 

for news & 
advertiSing for 
the following 
week's issue 

Commlinity news 

Jews should study origins of Christian' 
anti-Semitism, scholar advises 

Book of Acts full of statements leading people to believe Jews killed Christ, 
Professor Robert Eisenman tells Winnipeg audience 

By 
MACKENZIE 

GLEN 

Jews should learn 
something about what 
Christians' anti-Semitism 
is based on, not just tum a 
blind eye to it, says a 
Jewish biblical scholar 
who isn't shy about tak
ing a few shots at his co
religionists. 

part included 
numerous slides 
of areas where the 
scrolls were 
found, the second 
part numerous 
readings by 
Eisenman. 

He said it's dif
ficult trying to 
establ ish the exact 
time the scrolls, 
first unearthed in 
1947 and appar
ently done by 
numerous writers, 

Robert Eisenman, pro
fessor of Middle East 
religions and archeology 
at the University of 
California at Long Beach, 
says the Book of Acts in 
the New Testament is 
loaded with statements 
that lead people to 
believe the Jews killed 

PROFESSOR ROBERT EISENMAN examining some 
documents: Carbon 14 dating tests done on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls only provide a "rough estimate" of their age, he 
says. 

were actually 
written. Some 
scholars say they 
were all done 

Christ and some prophets, adding that Acts contains 
"a horrible portrayal of Jews." 

But Jews, he asserts, should become aware that this 
is the origin of these beliefs so they can respond to 
them, not play some sort of blind man's bluff when 
the accusations arise. "They need to know about this 
and how to respond so they can pass it on so there 
will be less hatred." 

He was interviewed after a seminar on the Dead 
Sea Scrolls at the Hotel Fort Garry on October 29. He 
billed his talk as 2/3 seriousness and I /3 entertain
ment, although the words rife with rambling may 
well have characterized part of it as well. The first 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes that indicates 
the material inside the box is fully or partly paid for. 
Stories with headlines in a typestyle other than the 
one used for standard news stories (samples of stan
dard news headlines appear with all stories on page 
1) are also partly or fully paid for, 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for 

publicity about upcoming events running in this 
newspaper. 

• Stories, community calendar and other announce
ments publicizing upcoming events are charged for 
at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 20 words. 
Announcements can also be published in smaller, 
eight-point news type, at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for 
every 30 words. . . 

• Items paid for in advance are publIshed at a 
reduced rate of only $5 every 20 words plus GST, or 
$5 every 30 words plus GST in eight-point type. 
Headings of up to four words run for free. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event .will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of edItor-
ial space free every time the ad runs.. . 

• Announcements of synagogue servIce tImes run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 
.• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 

for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing pUblication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be delete~, unless the i~e.ms 
are authorized to run at the full dIsplay advertIsmg 
rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Thursday for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

before 50 B.C.E. 
Eisenman maintains, however, that things like carbon 
tests aren't that precise. "We have had no reliable 
carbon tests done on the Dead Sea Scrolls, and we 
won't get any accurate within about 50 years. It's just 
a rough estimate." 

Eisenman, who has been at odds with Israeli 
authorities over releasing the scrolls, and also at odds 
with rabbinical authorities, said "some people think 
Israel is God's gift to genius. Well, if that were true, 
we wouldn't be witnessing what we're witnessing in 
the Middle East, although Einstein was a genius." 

. He said the crisis in Israel the past month has pro
vided the world with an eye opener, in that thOse in 
Israel aren't really aren't interested in peace, and 
"people who know about the Middle East knew it 
would happen." 

Eisenman said the scrolls "aren't dull. They're ter
ribly creative," although he added later that some 
rabbinical authorities want to see them as dull. 

He concedes the scrolls contain no mention of 
Jesus Christ, saying only that they have references to 
a Messiah. But "Jesus is there by concept and impli
cation," he adds. 

Eisenman's Sunday afternoon talk drew about 200 
people. Rick Sylvestre, a second-year University of 
Winnipeg anthropology student, said the scrolls 
"have a lot of significance for me. Basically, they 
prove the existence of the Bible." 

In addition, "having faith is important. But if you 
can find some evidence to go with it, that evidence is 
nice to have." 

Looking Back 
(Cont. from page 2.) 

In addition, Mary Gussin talented local Jewish vio
linist will present some Jewish numbers on the vio
lin. 

Nov. 2, 1934: A trial was postponed for one month 
to give the Nazis time to find expert witnesses to 
refute the testimony of the Court's expert who had 
declared categorically that the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion were a scandalous falsehood. 
Editorial Comment: This trial has historical signifi
cance but will not change the attitude of the Nazis or 
other 'Hamans'. The fact of its very existence will 
allow others to make use of it for evil purposes. 

Nov. 9, 1934: New Yiddish radio Series sponsored 
by the "Israelite Press" to start again on Sundays at 
I :00 p.m., on station CJRC, 1930. These programs 
can also be heard on short wave receivers on 25.65 
CJRX and 24.8 CJRA. If you have no radio avail
able, you can apply to one of our radio advertisers in 
this issue and they will let you have one "on trial" for 
this Sunday. Some of the firms advertising are: 
Genser & Son, T.Eaton Co., Stewart Electric, 1.1. 
McLean & Co. Radio names listed include names 
such as: Philco, General Electric, Victor, Marconi. 
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FEDERATION/CJA 

/srClt3/ 
EXTRA 
The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg I Combined Jewish 

Appeal is pleased to bring you updates on the situation 
in Israel. 

This column will be devoted to developments and 

issues, We feel that it is important that we stay 

informed, espeCially in light of the upcoming election in 
Canada, 

ISSUES 

Temple Mount: It has conSistently been open to visitors 
of all faiths. It is situated over the site of the ruins of 
the 2nd Temple and is Judaism's most holy site. 

October 19: U,N, Commission on Human Rights 

passed a resolution accusing Israel of "war crimes" and 
"widespread systematic and gross violation of human 
I'ights," 

, No mention was made of Palestinian actions 

(Ramallah, Gila, etc,), "This sinister resolution 

reflects hatred. utter moral hypocrisy and blatantly 
selective standards .. ," said Michael Colson. Executive 

Director of the Geneva-based UN Watch. 

" The resolutions adopted by UN agencies are not only 
unfairly critical of Israel, they detract from efforts to 
calm the situation and to end the violence perpetrat 

ed by the Palestinian Police and Tanzim, They also help 
shape world opinion, 

" Officials of the Simon Wiesenthal Center met with 
Kofi Annan to demand a reaction to the anti.semitic 

incidents linked to Middle East violence: "Not since 

the Nazi Kristallnacht in November 1938 have so 

many synagogues been attacked in so short a period 
of time. and frankly. UN. resolutions have been a 
contributing factor." said Rabbi Marvin Hier of the 
Center, 

Canada's vote for the UN Security Council resolution 
criticizing Israel's "excessive use of force" (Oct. 7). came 
under fire by the major national JeWish organizations, 

Prime Mininster Chretien has tried to allay the worries 
of JeWish \~o'ters. but Jewish- leaders say that .w~a~ they, .. _ 
really want Is a clear statement that the government 
has not abandoned Israel. ~' 

Parliament will be called upon to react to various devel· 

opments in the Middle East over the coming period, 
With the election looming. it is important for voters to 

find out where their candidates stand: 

* Do the candidates follow events in the Middle East? 

* Do they believe Israel has been committed to the 

peace process? 

* Do they believe the Palestinian leadership has been 

committed to the peace process? 

* Jerusalem: how should the city be managed? 
* What obstacles hindered a settlement between Israel 

and the Palestinians? 
* Canada's role in the peace process 

* Usefulness of the United Nations in the peace 

process 

How informed are you and or your organization? 

Would your organization/agencyl group like to be 

better Informed about the history, events and their 

implications? Please contact Community Relations 

to access the newly formed "SPEAKERS BUREAU" 

(477-7423). 

Web-Sites 

For information about Canada-Israel Relations. facts 

about Israel, Middle East peace process. Jerusalem, and 

other Information. check: 

Canada-Israel Committee: http://www.cicweb.ca 

For late· breaking news from Israel and links to Israeli 

media, check: 

Virtual Jerusalem: http://www.virtualjerusalem.com 
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