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Jews- not joining B.C. election race 
Though a vote is coming, no Jewish candidates appear to be interested 

By PAT JOHNSON the civic group affiliated election in 1996 was a lumbia that he didn't run uting positively to the 
world were definitely 
"conditioning factions" 
that led him first into so
cial work, then into poli
tics. 

Political observers ex
pect a federal election call 
as early as this weekend, 
and a provincial election 
must be called by early 
next year. With these im
minent political develop
ments, the Jewish com
munity seems remarkably 
removed from the centre' 
of the discussion. 

with the NDP. greatdisappointment,said again," he said. Barrett 
Friedland has a theory Barrett Simpson, a New said his decision to enter 

on the lack ofJewish can- Democrat, was the only politics had little to do 
didates. He said deliber- Jewish MLA in the last with his religious alle-
ate efforts have been house. Now there is none. giance, but he acknowl-
made to invite other mi- "It was a great loss to edged that the paramount Dave Barrett, Jewish 

former B.C. premier, said 
he would never have been 
elected premier in 1972, 
had his name been 
Goldstein or Greenberg, 
or another "identifiably 
Jewish" name. However, 
times have changed, and 
Barrett doesn't believe 
anti-Semitism is a major 
factor in political life to
day. The choices thatJews 
make to run for office (or 
not) are largely personal, 
he said. That, after all the 
theorizing, may be the 
best explanation. 

nority groups into the the people of British Co- Jewish values of contrib-

political realm, but there O .. thodox conll'.erence 
has been a perception, to , I r:J • 

A survey of the major 
political parties at the fed
eral and provincial levels 
indicates not a single 
nominated Jewish candi
date in British Columbia 
and, from off-the-record 
discussions and informal 
gossip, only one member 
of the Jewish community 
was found to be consid
ering a run for Parliament 
or the legislature. 

put it bluntly, that Jews h' II 
can take care of them- proving a toug se 
selves. "It's not a nurtur-

Bob Friedland, a former 
Victoria city councilor 
who was defeated in the 
race for the capital city's 
mayor's office last year, 
said he is considering run
ning provincially. 
Friedland said that, if he 
runs, he would seek a 
nomination in the con-

DA VE BARRETT, 
former B.C. premier, 
was the first elected 
Jewish head of govern
ment in the Common
wealth. 

stituency of Victoria-Bea
con Hill. The riding is 

. currently held by New 
Democrat Gretchen 
Brewin, a former Victoria 
mayor. Friedland said he 
may run for the NDP 
nomination against 
Brewin, but is consider
ing running as an inde
pendent or seeking the 
Green Party's nomination. 

When he ran for mayor, 
Friedland was endorsed 
by both the Greens and 

ing political situation (for 
Jews) like it is for women 
or lesbians or people of 
color," he said. 

Vancouver Coun. Fred 
Barrett, who was the first 
elected Jewish head. of 
government in the Com
monwealth told the Bul
letin that Jews, like oth
er groups, should be rep
resented in office. 

"It shouldn't be a focus 
on religion per se," he 
said. "But it's important 
to have Catholics, it's 
important to have Protes
tants, and It's important 
to have Jews and (Mus
lim) people." 

The decision by Bernie 
Simpson not to seek re-

~-":'-'~-'-'''i:'-.OfThe Living - April 16- April 30 ••. ' . "" • ',' ,',; ..... , .. ' •• '." 
. and Israel will Involve 3 tour oronce vibrant Polisn cities and for- ' 

" , . , ,On Yom Hashoah participants will join others from around Iheworld 
, tlie"March of the living' from Auschwitz to BiikemJU. The mission then heads to. ' 

10 tour and join in the Yom Ha'atsma'ut celebrations, marking the 53rd annlver- , 
sary.of Israel's Independence. , '., ' , 

.Co'mmunity Leadership MissionToKiev Eflsrael - April 22 - May2' ' 
connections to Israel and Jews throughout the world are cenlral to our commu~ . 

, nities and ourselves. By creating active partnerships with the Former Soviet Union, in . 
" ,and other Jewish communities :around the world we. can provide 

support when needed. This Is 3~ opportunity to t .. ilel, learn andsup~ 
uunvuur community, ' 

• " ... nilv Mission To Israel ~ July 200] . 
mis;sion' enables families to explore Israel together. Bonds between family . 

"ril:mb'er5!lroll/'strong1ernln·d warmer as they share the enriching experience of 
our common heritage. Become inspired by the history and cui

exciting sites of Israel, asgerie .. tiansbefore have also experienced, . 
be a wonderful way to connect to our past and look' hopeful towards our . 

fuW~. . . '" . 

.. If you are.lntcrested in participating In anyone of these missions and would· .' 
.. i more information including costs and potentialca~paign :contributlon 

. . requirements, please contact Laura Jaeger-Pollock at . 
Fed,ratlonof 477-7407 or email tOlpollock@aspercampuimb.cn 

Missions 11,2.3' - interest deadline to call is Nov. 15 . 
Mission 14.- Family Mission, deadline to cali is Dec. 15 

. Once sufficient interest has been established, Information 
meetings will be scheduled. 

By PAUL LUNGEN 
TORONTO - The 

World Zionist Organiza
tion (WZO) will hold an 
Orthodox General As
sembly (OGA) in Israel 
later this fall, but it's find
ing the event a hard sell 
among Canadian Jews. "I 
am having a tough time," 
admitted Eliezer Sheffer, 
chair of the WZO's Cen
tre for Religious Affairs 
in the Diaspora. 

Sheffer was in Toronto, 
Montreal and New York 
City a few weeks ago, 
where he held meetings 
with Orthodox rabbis, 
educators and community 
leaders. His goal was to 
entice North American 
Orthodox Jews to take part 
in the OGA and in four 
pre-OGA meetings, 
which will run in Jerusa
lem in late November. 
Sheffer said he's expect
ing 200 Diaspora partici
pants and 1 00 from Israel. 

The OGA will be pre
ceded by meetings of The 
World Council for Torah 
Education, The Third In
ternational Congress of 
Rabbis, The World Con
ference of Jewish Com
munal Leaders and the 
International ThinkTank 
of Senior Jewish Joumal
ists. The OGA has set an 
ambitious agenda for it
self. The conference is 
intended to bring together 
a broad spectrum of Or
thodox leadership to "be
gin a process where they 
show interest, not only in 
their own communities, 
but in creating a Jewish 
agenda for the next 20 to 
30 years," Sheffer said. 

The participants will 
discuss a joint vision for 
the organization and form 
a strategic plan to "de
velop and deepen the spir
itual processes in the Jew
ish nation," states OGA 
press material. However, 
it is the general nature of . 
that strategic plan that is 
garnering a lukewarm re
sponse among Orthodox 
Canadian Jews. 

Kurt Rothschild, chair 
of World Mizrachi, an 
Orthodox Zionist organi
zation, said people attend-

ing the meetings with 
Sheffer "wonder what 
wiII be the end of the con
ference; wiII itend up with 
some kind of activity? 
"Promoting Jewish edu
cation, helping outlying 
communities, we all agree 
on that," said Rothschild, 
who helped arrange some 
of Sheffer'S meetings. 

Reprinted with permis
sion, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Reprinted with permis
sion, The Westernlewish 
Bulletin. 

'STAR'projecttargets 
revitalizing shuls 
By FRANCES KRAFT 

TORONTO - A "STAR" was born last December in 
the North American Jewish community. The acronym 
stands for Synagogue Transformation and Renewal, an 
initiative of philanthropists Edgar Bronfman, Charles 
Schusterman and Michael Steinhardt. At a 26-hour 
summit held in recently in Chicago, it was announced 
that STAR would spend $18 million (U.S.) over the 
'next five years to revitalize North American syna
gogues. 

The funds will go for challenge grants ($500,000 per 
year for "innovative approaches" to synagogue issues 
such as membership, leadership, staffing, education 
and worship), a program to train synagogue consult
ants, interdenominational gatherings, internet-based 
professional development forrabbis, promoting aware
ness of synagogues and advocating increased federa
tion and philanthropic synagogue fl1nding. 

Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl of Beth Tzedec Con
gregation was the only participant from Canada among 
the 150 invitees at the summit. Others included repre
sentatives of the four major streams of Judaism and a 
handful of federation people, as well as less main
stream participants - gay and lesbian rabbis, Jewish 
Renewal leaders, proponents of Jewish meditation, 
people from organizations reaching out to intermarried 
couples, and the president of the alternative seminary, 
the Academy for Jewish Religion, 

Although Rabbi Frydman-Kohl spoke positively 
about the effort, he admitted there were "some blips" at 
the summit. The so-called blips included Steinhardt 
calling the Reform and Conservative movements "ac
cidents of history", and Bronfman - after stating that 
"rabbis don't own synagogues" - explained that he 
finds it more spiritually meaningful to perform the 
havdalah ceremony on Sunday nights, when he returns 
from his country home, than at the actual conclusion of 
Shabbat. The philanthropists' assessment was that 
liberal denominations may not last. 

Many participants were angry and frustrated at the 
comments, according to aJT A report. On the following 
day, Steinhardt said, "I gather that last night we ruffled 
some feathers," adding, "I'm sorry we didn't have a 
chance to argue and share thoughts. I hope there will be 
such opportunities, not for the sake of argument but for 
heaven." Rabbi Frydman-Kohl said he is hopeful that 
synagogue professionals will be "sophisticated enough 
to work with the funders so they will learn, and the 
synagogues will grow." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 
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u.s. Jewish news About Rabbi Laibl Wolf 
N etanyahu on video shares insights into Mideast drama 
By ANDY ALTMAN- place international pres-
OHR sure on Israel." 
Jewish Bulletin of Netanyahu, who also ap-
Northern California peared via satellite Mon-

CUPERTINO, Calif. day night at the San Jose 
-Scheduled to speak in Center for the Performing 
person at two South Bay Arts, argued that even 
engagements this week, Prime Minister Ehud 
Benjamin Netanyahu Barak, the head of "the 
kept his appointments most accommodating 
despite raging battles in government in Israel's 
his homeland via satel- history," has been unable 
lite. Appearing live on aBE N JAM I N to reverse the atmosphe're 
10-by-20-foot video NETANYAHU Ii of hatred and violence 
screen, the former Israeli ' ormer 

Israeli prime minister: against Israel that perme-
prime minister spoke ex- "This is the work of a ates Palestinian society. It 
tensi~ely ,ab~ut the cur- cynical dictatorshi ." could have been an "I told 
rent sIluatlOn In Israel. He p you so" moment for the 
even answered audience questions dur- hardliner Netanyahu, who was trounced 
ing a somewhat surreal 70-minute pro- by Barak, 56 to 44 percent, in the May 
gram at De Anza Community College in 1999 elections, But he played it cool. 
Cupertino on Sunday night. "1 was branded as the obstacle to peace 

From a Jerusalem television studio at if you remove me from office and put 
4:30a.m.inIsrael,Netanyahutalkedabout somebody else in there, you will have 
how he, like most people, including Is- peace," he said. "Well, that's what hap-
raelis, felt"paralyzed with a broken heart" pened. Did we get peace?" 
when he saw the young Palestinian boy The man who consistently opposed 
die in a televised video clip two weeks concessions to the Palestinians during 
ago. "But I want all of you to know that his term as prime minister from 1996 to 
those children are not there by accident," 1999,didn 'tofferadirectanswer. "Prime 
he told the sold-out Celebrity Forum Minister Barak has made unimaginable 
speakers series audience of about 2.400. concessions to the Palestinians, conces-
"This is the work of a cynical dictator- sions that even shocked the Americans 
ship, Palestinian leaders that are deliber- at Camp David, And yet they were made. 
ately sending them to the front line so that What did [Yasser] Arafatdo in response 
their pain or death will be televised. to these enormous offers? He chucked 

"They want as many casualties as pos- them. He rejected them. And the ques-
sible to appear on the screen so they can tion is why?" 
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L aibl Wolfis one of the few mas
ters willing to share the mystical 
wisdom of Kabbalah with people 

at large, no matter what their spiritual 
background or orientation. 

An Australian who has become enor
mously popular in the U.S., Israel, 
South Africa, and even Asia, conduct
ing seminarslretreats on personal 
growth and development, through 
meditation and Kabbalistic insights, 
He visits over 50 cities a year, and has 
addressed the American Psychologi
cal Association, been special guest of 
the City of Los Angeles-Beverly Hills 
delivering the Millennium Ovation, 
addressed the International Confer
ence of the Transpersonal Psychol
ogy, even been special guest speaker 
to the Fortune 500 Annual Conven
tion. 

An Orthodox Jew, he is equally at 
home with masters of ancient 
meditational practices as be is amongst 
'new age' practitioners. He recently 
met with and discussed common teach
ings with the Dalai Llama. He is known 
for his soft-spoken unassuming man
ner, coupled with broad-mindedness 
and encyclopedic knowledge. He lec
tures on "Quantum Physics and 

Kabbalah," "Transformation of An
ger," "Achieving Self Mastery ," "The 
Inner Meaning of Love," "Making 
Your Life Really Work," "Achieving 
Personal Balance and Equilibrium 
Through Kabbalistic Meditation," and 
others. He has received much atten
tion of late over his criticisms of 'an

ger management' courses; he trains 
people to eliminate anger altogether. 

He worked for many years as a 
University Counselor in USA (Wis
consin and New York) as well as in 
Australia. He was very involved in the 
counter-culture movement of the sev
enties as an activist, and was respon
sible for ridding one American cam
pus of a Nazi cell. 

He is the producer of a series of 
spiritual "self-help" audio and visual 

materials, teaching meditational ap
proaches to mindfulness and con
sciousness. Most recently, Random 
House published his celebrated best
selling book, Practic(d Kabbalah. 

He resides in Austral ia with his wife, 
Leah. They have seven children and 
eight grandchildren. His eldest son 
completed three years service with an 
elite commando unit of the Israeli 
Defence Force. 
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Chabad Invites you to a unique Spiritual Journey With 1"0.:1 

RABBI LAIBL WOLF LL.B (Australia) 

Internationally renowned spiritual teacher who has presented at the A PAl Transpersonal 
and Mind/Body conferences and holds degrees In law and psychology. 

PRACTICAL KABBALAH 

SOUL MIND HEART KABBALAH 

TUES. EVENING. 7 NOVEMBER 2000 

. AT CHABAD-lUBAVITCHCENTRE 

2095SINCLATR STREET. AT TEMPLETON 

.. PROGRAM BEGINS AT 7130 . P.M. 

REGTSTRA nON FEEl $10.00 

CALL 339-8737 OR 489-9733 

Rabbi Leibl Wolf draws from the mystical teachings ~f Kabbalah, and ::.ynthesizes 
these insights with cutting edge research all mind/body medicine and trampersonal 
approaches to life. 

The upcoming seminar of Practical Kabbalah will foclls on: 

• Achieving Inner Balallce 
• Mastering Your Heart and Mind 
• Lovillg Truly and Eliminatillg Anger 

Call today to book your reservation 
for an opportunity to a more meaningful life! 
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