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U.S./ world Jewish news 

u.s. Congress approves aid to Israel; 
move sends 'clear message' to world 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - In one of 
this session's final acts, the U.S. Con
gress last week demonstrated its support 
for Israel with words - and money. Both 
the Senate and the House of Represent a
tives passed a $ I 4.9 billion U.S. foreign 
aid bill October 25, ineIuding nearly $3 
billion U.S. in aid 10 Israel. 

The moneys ineIude$I.98 billion U.S. 
in military and $840 million U.S. in 
economic funds for Israel. In a separate 
act, the House also passed a resolution 
blaming Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat for the violence engulfing 
the Middle East. 

The bipartisan resolution, which 
passed 365-30, condemns the Palestin
ian leadership for encouraging violence 
and doing little to stop it, calls upon the 
Palestinian leadership to refrain from 
public incitement and urges it to vigor
ously use its security forces to stop all 
violence. 

The aid to Israel passed in the final 
version of the foreign spending bill was 
to be distributed as a lump sum when the 
U.S. fiscal year starts in October. Since 
the bill was held up, the aid would pre
sumably be disbursed after it passes. As 
part of a plan worked out with Israel to 
end economic assistance by. the year 
2009, the military aid was increased $60 
million U.S. from last year while the 
economic aid was decreased by $120 

million U.S. 
At the end of the process, military aid 

to Israel is expected to total $2.4 billion 
U.S. Economic aid to Israel, which once 
amounted to $1.2 billion U.S. annually, 
will no longer exist. The foreign aid bill,· 
which passed 307-101 in the House and 
65 - 27 in the Senate, also ineIudes $1.3 
billion U.S. for military aid and $695 
million U.S. for economic aid to Egypt, 
$225 million U.S. for Jordan and ap
proximately $100 million U.S. for the 
Palestinians. 

Last-minute efforts in the House to 
decrease aid to the Palestinians because 
of the violence in the Middle East failed. 
Some lawmakers wanied to cut non
humanitarian aid - about one-third of the 
$100 million U.S. - to the Palestinians. 
The aid to Palestinians goes through 
programs administered by non-govern
mental organizations monitored by the 
U.S. Agency for International Develop
ment. 

Senators are still working on legisla
tion that would block all U.S. aid to the 
Palestinian Authority if Arafat follows 
up on his promise to declare a Palestin
ian state unilaterally. 

The House already passed a similar 
bill. Jewish groups finally breathed a 
sigh of relief as the aid to Israel was 
approved. Although the aid package was 
no longer under direct attack, the road to 
the bill's passage was a rocky one. 
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Behind the 
headlines: 
Activists 

mobilize for 
Israel at rallies 
across North 

America 
JTA STAFF REPORT 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- Steve Apsel took the 
afternoon off work Oct. 
12 to join his wife and 
infant at a pro-Israel rally 
near the White House. "I 
feel pretty frustrated that 
Arafat has turned his nose 
to a historic opportun ity," 
Apsel, a software devel
oper; said as he clutched 
his daughter, who was 
wearing a John Lennon 
"Give Peace a Chance" 
T-shirt. 

Apsel and his family 
were joined by about 1,000 
demonstrators at the 
Washington rally - one 
of dozens of Israel-soli
darity demonstrations held 
across North America dur
ing the past week. The ral-

. lies, organized to counter 
what many say is a global 
perception that the Jewish 
state is to blame for the 
escalating violence in the 
Middle East. 

At the largest rally in 
the country, thousands of 
street demonstrators ral
lied for Israel in New York 
on Oct. 12. Taking their 
show of support one step 
further, a "solidarity" mis
sion of several dozen lead
ers from the Jewish fed
eration and organizational 
world were heading to Is
rael last week. The two
day mission, which was 
departing Monday night, 
was organized by the 
United Jewish Communi
ties and co-sponsored by 
the Conference of Presi- . 
dents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. 

The group planned to 
meet with both Israeli 
Jewish and Arab leaders. 
Meanwhile, Hadassah, 
the Women's Zionist Or
ganization of America, 
planned to send a sepa
rate mission Thursday of 
about a dozen women to 
"express solidarity with 
the people of Israel" and 
to visit their institutions 
in the Jewish state. 

In a sign that Jewish 
leaders sense the Pales
tinians have gained the 
upper hand in interna
tional opinion in their 
quest to recover the Tem
ple Mount, many speak
ers at the New York rally 
took the opportunity to 
emphasize the centrality 
of Jerusalem to the Jew
ish people and Israel's 
sovereignty over 
Judaism's most holy site. 

Raid on Moscow synagogue linked 
to attacks on Jewish media tycoon 
By LEV 
GORODETSKY 

MOSCOW (JTA)
A Russian Interior Min
istry's search ofthe Mos
cow Choral Synagogue 
without a warrant is be
ing seen as part of the 
government's ongoing 
campaign against Rus
sian Jewish tycoon 
Vladimir Goussinsky. 
The Oct. 19 search of the 
synagogue, where 
Gouss insky' s Russian 
Jewish Congress has its 
offices, came while RJC 
leaders were visiting Is
rael on a one-day solidar
ity mission. 

VLADIMIR 
GOUSSINSKY: Rus
sian Interior Ministry 
searched synagogue 
where Russian Jewish 
Congress he heads has 
its offices. 

The search was stopped after 10 hours after media 
crews showed up to film the incident, and one of the 
three investigators involved in the incident has apolo
gized twice. Still, the search was a "rude violation of 
the law" and a "totally unprofessional action,"Henry 
Reznik, the chief lawyer for the RIC, said last 
Friday. 

Israel honors Czech man 
who rescued Jew from Nazis 
By MAGNUS 
BENNETT 

PRAGUE (JT A) - A 
railroad worker who 
risked his life to rescue a 
stranger from the Nazis 
in 1944 was honored two 
weeks ago at the Israeli 
Embassy here. 

Ladislav Holub, who 
died in 1980 at the age of 
66, took Ruzena Libicka 
into his home in the Czech 
village ofPecny after she 
had spent a year on the 
run from authorities. 
Libicka had run out of 
places to hide after leav
ing her work as a nurse in 
a Jewish hospital in 
Prague. 

At the end of her rope, 
she broke down on a train 
journey and confessed to 
Holub that she was Jew
ish. Holub then offered 
her a hiding place in his 
home - on the condition 

that she did not reveal her 
true identity to his wife. 
Libicka stayed in the 
Holubs' home as a maid. 

As far as his neighbors 
were concerned, she was 
arelativeofHolub's who 
had left Prague fearing 
Allied bombing raids. 

On one occasion, 
Holub fooled officials 
who came to his house to 
check identities. He con
vinced them that Libicka 
was his wife, who was at 
the time out working in 
the fields. 

"Holub did something 
beautiful," the Israeli am
bassador to the Czech 
Republic, Erelly Hadar, 
said at the October 25 
ceremony, when Holub 
was honored as a Right
eous Gentile by the Jeru
salem-based Yad 
Vashem Holocaust Me
morial. 

Slovak] ews get German hearing 
to reclaim stolen wartime money 
By MAGNUS BENNETT 

PRAGUE (JTA) - Germany granted Slovakia's 
Jewish community a hearing to reclaim millions of 
dollars the wartime Slovak government allegedly stole 
from Jews and paid to the Nazis to deport tens of 
thousands of Jews to concentration camps. 

The Central Union of Jewish Religious Communi
ties in Slovakia is to put its case forward in a Berlin 
regional court next spring. The group claims up to $3.9 
million was paid to Germany by the Nazi-puppet 
Slovak state. In 1942, 57,800 Slovak Jews were de
ported to concentration camps. All but a handful were 
murdered. 

A price of 500 Deutschmarks was placed on each 
head, but the group says official Slovak state records 
show that only a portion of the overall sum changed 
hands. "This is not just a legal but a moral problem," 
said the Central Union 's director, Iozef Weiss. "Slovakia 
was the only country during the war to actually pay for 
Jews to be sent to camps. Germany does have a respon
sibility. " 
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Israeli news 

~G~~!2n still pushing for peace as violence on ground continues 
JERUSALEM (JT A) 

- President Clinton's 
offer last week to host 
Israel i and Palestinian 
leaders in Washington 
suggests he's still not 
ready to abandon the 

. peace process to street 
violence. 

But it is likely that 
events on the ground -
including repeated Pales
tinian attacks on a Jeru
salem neighborhood -
will block Clinton's lat
est effort at getting the 
two sides back on the road 
to peace. 

Clinton said he wants to 
meet separately with Is
raeli Prime Minister Ehud 

BILL CLINTON, U.S. 
president: Wants to 
meet separately with 
Barak and Arafat, if 
they halt the violence. 

Barak and Palestinian 

Barak fails to cobble together 
unity government 
(Cont. from page 1.) 
. On October 28, Israel's army pulled its tanks off a 

hl~ltop on the edge of Jerusalem. But army officials 
SaId October 29 that the "army will know how to 
retaliate" i~ Palestinians resume firing from the Arab 
town of Belt Jalla on Jerusalem's Gilo neighborhood. 

Israeli army tanks maintain a hilltop position next 
to the Gilo neighborhood near Jerusalem on Octo
ber 1~. !he tank kept its cannon trained on the 
Palestrman town of Beit Jallah, where Palestinian 
gunmen opened fire on Gilo. Credit: Brian Hendler! 
JTA 

T~~ last Palestinian attack came October 27. In 
addItIOn to dealing with the ongoing clashes in the 
territories, Israeli security forces are on heightened 
alert ~or attempts ~y Islamic militants to carry out 
terronst attacks agamst Israeli targets in the territories 
and inside Israel. 

Commenting on media reports that two Hamas ter
rorist cells, have already infiltrated Israel, Deputy De
fence MInIster Ephraim Sneh said the public must be 
extremel.y vigilant. Despite the ongoing disturbances, 
Barak saId October 29 that Israel remains committed to 
the understandings brokered by President Clinton at a 
recent summit in Sharm el-Sheik. Barak said Israel 
would continue to strive toward peace if the violence 
subsides, even ifhe forms a government with Sharon. 
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Providing: 

Authority President 
Yasser Arafat at the White 
House, but only if they 
halt the violence in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Clinton spoke by tel
ephone with Barak and 
Arafat on Octob~r 24 to 
offer the meetings.. . 

That same night, Barak 
sent a security aide to 
meet with Arafat to ask 
the Palestinian leader to 
halt the ongoing violence, 
according to an Israeli of
ficial. 

And on October25, top 
security officials from the 
two sides were scheduled 
to meet to resume talks 
that were broken off 
nearly three weeks ago. 
Despite these develop
ments, there were 
grounds for believing that 
the violence that erupted 
late last month in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
would continue. 

Indeed, both Israel i and 
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Palestinian officials said 
last week that they ex
pect a long, drawn-out 
conflict. 

"We are not talking 
about a short-lived adven
ture," Brig. Gen. Ron 
Kitr~y told Israel's Army 
RadIO on October 24; '.-

That day, violence 
abated in the West Bank, 
but Israeli officials said it 
was largely because of 
rainy weather. 

In Gaza, where there 
was no rain, violent 
clashes between Palestin
ians and Israelis contin
ued. 

American officials are 
likewise far from optimis
tic that the worst of the 
violence is past. 

While Clinton was of
fering to meet with Barak 
and Arafat - perhaps for 
the last time before his 
successor is elected -
the U.S. State Departmen t 
warned American citi
zens to avoid traveling to 
Israel and the Palestinian 
territories, citing a 
"heightened threat of ter
rorist incidents" in the 
region. It said Americans 
already there should ex
ercise caution and avoid 
shopping malls, public 
buses and bus stops, as 
well as crowded areas and 
any demonstrations. 

Even if the violence is 
halted, it is not clear 
whether CI inton 's pro
posed meetings in Wash
ington would take place. 

On October 25, Hamas 
warned Arafat against 
going to the meetings, 
"which our people con
s~der a new conspiracy 
aImed at aborting" the 
monthlong Palestinian 
uprising. 

That same day, the 
Washington Post, citing 
a Hamas official, reported 
that Arafat has formed a 
working all iance with 
Palestinian terrorists. 

Steering committees 
~hat include Arafat loyal
Ists and terrorist groups 
have been directing the 
violence against Israel, 
Mahmoud Zahar told the 
paper. 
(Cont. on page 16. See 
"Clinton still pushing 
for peace".) 
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