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Canadian Jewish news 

Montreal students send pro-] srael message at rally 

Flag-waving cheers and applause punctuated re
marks at last month's Israel solidarity rally at the 
BA YT synagogue. Stephen Epstein photo. 

Packed rally for' Israel 
slams Canada's UN vote 
By RON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - Israel was cheered and Canada jeered 
at last month's packed rally to support the Jewish state 
during the current upheaval in the Middle ~ast. 

An estimated crowd of over 3,000 - most mdoors at 
the Beth Avraham Yoseph of Toronto Congregation in 
Thornhill and hundreds standing outside - thundered 
its appro~al of Israel's right to defend itself agai~st 
Palestinian attacks while trying to pursue an elUSIve 
peace, and booed loudly when Canada's. vote at the 
United Nations condemning Israel was raIsed. 

The Toronto rally was one of several across Canada 
that week. Similar gatherings took place in Vancouv~r, 
Calgary, Winnipeg, Ottawa and Montreal. The h~stlly 
organized solidarity rally in Toronto took plac~ pnorto 
the dramatic escalation of events the followmg day, 
precipitated by the beating deaths in Ramallah of two 
Israeli soldiers. It was also held in the wake of several 
acts of vandalism against local synagogues and a 
Palestinian centre. 

There was a heavy police presence at the BA YT 
synagogue and on adjacent streets. Organizers were 
braced for a counter-demonstration by Palestinians, 
but none materialized. While speakers pledged their 
support for peace, they reserved their harshest words 
for Palestinian Authority President Vasser Arafat, and 
for Canada for its vote to condemn "excessive use of 
force" against Palestinians by Israeli troops. 

Opposition leader Stockwell Day, who h~s been 
aggressively courting the Jewish vote, was praIsed for 
taking Ottawa to task over its decision to support the 
resolution. Rabbi Baruch Taub, spiritual leader of the 
BA YT synagogue, said, to applause, that Jews are 
"angered by this gross distortion of reality." 

The resolution, adopted with a 14 to 0 vote by the 
UN's Security CounCIl October 7, "in essence con
demns Canada and the U ,'I." 

"The Toronto Jewist, community stands rock solid in 
support ofIsrael," he~aid 10 loud cheers and waving of 
banners and Israeli f.ag~." Referring to the UN vote, 
Keith Landy, chair 'Jf the Ontario region of Canadian 
Jewish Congress, C'sked, "Have they lost their minds?" 

"Yes!" the auc'.ience responded in unison. Landy 
called on Jews to reject the attempt to place responsi
bility on Israel for the violence, and reject too the 
resolution's reference to "the provocation" at the Tem
ple Mount, which triggered the riots. 

Likud leader Ariel Sharon, who made a much-publi
cized visit to the Temple Mount September 28, "had 
every right to do so, as does any Israeli," said Landy. 
"Mr. Sharon did nothing but visit a holy site, and it is 
totally outrageous for his visit to be considered by 
anyone to be a valid excuse for igniting violence." 

Arafat "bears enormous responsibil ity" for the vio
lence, and used Sharon's Temple Mount visit "as a 
pretext to turn the flames on. full burn~r. "Whether th~ 
world likes it or not, Israel wIll defend Itself, and IsraelI 
soldiers will take measures which are necessary when 
their lives are threatened," Landy said to loud applause. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 

By DAVID LAZARUS 
MONTREAL, - Jew

ish students sent a clear 
message to their Pales
tinian counterparts at a 
rally last month: The 
inciteful messages 
spreading like a fire
storm across Montreal 
campuses in previous 
weeks would not by even 
one iota shake Jewish 
solidarity with Israel. 
"We are sending a strong 
message that incitement 
to violence must end," 
McGill student Tobi 
Liebman told the crowd. 
Violence, she said, is a 
"solution to nothing." 

The massive show of 
support at McGill Uni
versity appeared to sig
nal anew impetus by Jew
ish students, whohavefeIt 
frustrated in trying to 
counter the onslaught of 
what they see as highly 
inflammatory anti-Zion
ist and anti-Semitic mes
sages and rhetoric since 
the extreme violence 
erupted in the Middle East 
several weeks earlier. 
-Organized primarily by 

the Hillel Jewish Students 
Centre, the rally was 
probably the largest held 
by Jewish students since 
the Soviet Jewry demon
strations of the 1970s and 
1980s. Participants 
waved hundreds of real 
and computer-generated 
Israeli flags, 

The rally became sub
dued, however, when 
speakers lamented the 
deaths of all victims, and 
there was a minute ofto-, 
tal silence to remember 
the dead. No Palestinian 
students interfered with 
the rally, but security was 
tight. Police in riot gear 
stood by in case of trou
ble, and Palestinian stu
dents erected a display 
table just inside McGill's 
William Shatner union 
building as ralliers gath
ered outside. 

Small, letter-sized 
signs held by the Jewish 
students had slogans such 
as "Proud to be a Zion
ist," "Am Yisrael Chai," 
and "ArafatStop the Vio
lence." Despite the ral
ly's peaceful nature, af
ter it was over, Jewish 
students who entered the 
union building engaged 
in verbal clashes with the 
Palestinian students be
fore being dispersed by 
building officials. 

A rally at Toronto's 
York University in sup
portoflsrael was cut short 
when a student of Arab 
descent accused a speaker 
of expressing hatred to- ' 
wards the Palestinians. 

COL. YAEN VERED, 
a shaliach for the Jew
ish National Fund: "I 
did not say 'hate'." 
Carolyn Blackman photo. 

Jewish students rallied at McGill University to 
express their solidarity with Israel. H olVard Kay photo. 

guerrilla tactics, does not 
mean he hates them. "} 
did not say 'hate'. I said 
that we are in a situation 
in which we have to do 

Questions were 
stopped by moderator 
Darren Kleinberg, direc
tor of education atJewish 
Campus Services, after 
the student shouted that 

Colonel Yaen Vered, an 
emissary for the Jewish 
National Fund, was 
breeding hate. Vered re
plied that because he said 
the Palestinians used 

h " w atever we can. 
Reprintedwithpermis

sion, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Vandals attack Jewish, Palestinian sites 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - Six Ontario syna
gogues, a community centre and a Pal
estinian communal building were van
dalized last month with graffiti, smashed 
windows and inflammatory leaflets. 
Meanwhile, at the Bloor Jewish Com
munity Centre, a bomb scare on Yom 
Kippur prompted a call to police, butthe 
bomb threat proved to be a false alarm. 

Most of the attacks on the six syna
gogues and Bathurst Jewish Commu
nity Centre took place around Yom 
Kippur, the holiest event on the Jewish 
calendar. Palestine House was vandal
ized a day before. The worst damage 
occurred in Ottawa, where rocks were 
thrown through the front, glass doors of 
the downtown Beth Shalom Synagogue 
in the early morning hours after Kol 
Nidre services. 

Rocks also smashed the windows of 
the synagogue's school and "Islamic 
Freedom" was spray-painted on the wall 
.next to the front doors. The damage was 
quickly repaired for morning services, 
and the graffiti were covered with a 
plywood barrier, according to a source 
at the shu I who wished to remain anony- . 
mous. 

The repairs were done quickly be
cause "we have a fairly elderly congre
gation and we didn't. want to alarm 
them," the source said. In London, the 
Beth Tefilah Synagogue was the first to 
be attacked when on October 2 it was 
spray-painted with, "Hamas will not stay 
quiet," while in Toronto, a brick was 
thrown through a window at the B 'nai 
Torah Synagogue and through a win
dow at the Tiferet Israel Synagogue. 

In other incidents, graffiti defaced the 
PrideofIsrael Synagogue and eggs were 
thrown at the building; the Bathurst Jew
ish Centre was marred with graffiti stat
ing, "Palestine Forever," and "FS You" 
was written twice on the building. Mean
while, at the Shar Shalom Synagogue, 
cars in the parking lot were leafleted 
with flyers that equated the Star of David 
with the Nazi swastika and other leaflets 
accusing Israeli snipers of "indiscrimi
nately" shooting "defenceless Palestin
ian children." 

At Palestine House in Mississauga, a 

city immediately to the west of Toronto, 
graffiti proclaimed "The Jewish People 
Lives" and "Death to Arafat." In addi
tion a Palestinian flag was tom down 
and "The People of Israel Lives" was 
written in Hebrew, according to Rashad 
Saleh, president of Palestine House. 
Canadian Jewish Congress and B'nai 
Brith Canada deplored the vandalism _ 
as well as the use of inflammatory rheto-
ric in community protests. -

"We strongly condemn the acts of 
vandalism against a Palestinian centre 
in Toronto as well as against Jewish 
synagogues and other institutions in 
Toronto and Ottawa," said Congress 
president Moshe Ronen. Keith Landy, 
chair of Congress ' Ontario region, called 
the synagogue vandalism "akin to an 
assault. The words do, in fact, hurt. It 
adds to the hatred that's out there. It 
should be decried on all sides." 

"The recent attack at Palestine House 
and the defacing of synagogues is de
plorable and counter-productive," said 
Lawrence Hart, national president of 
B'nai Brith Canada. "Attacks on reli
gious and cultural institutions contrib
ute nothing to trying to resolve the un
fortunate situation in the Middle East." 

Ronen said he had contacted Saleh 
and "expressed our outrage at the van
dalism against Palestine House." Ronen 
also raised Congress' concerns over the 
"kind of rhetoric and language used (by 
demonstrators) at the Israeli consulate 
here, in Montreal and (the embassy) in 
Ottawa. It has been highly offensive, 
highly inappropriate." 

Demonstrators at the consulate in 
Toronto, led by Saleh, chanted slogans 
comparing Israeli Prime Minster Ehud 
Barak and Likud leader Ariel Sharon to 
Hitler. Some paraded with a banner 
equating the swastika to the Star of 
David. Ronen said such inflammatory 
rhetoric "will lead to a deterioration of 
relations." "I think the relationship was 
moving slowly in the right direction. A 
lot of harm has come as a result of 
events. If they keep the rhetoric up, 
there's no point in meeting" in the fu
ture, he added. 

• Reprinted with permission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

U .. S. Jewish news 

Clinton and Lazio in a race to be 
seen as/srael'sjriend 

By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - At times, the race 
for the U.S. Senate seat 
from New York appeared 
to focus on the Mideast 
as much as it did on Em
pireState politics. That's 
because First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
and Rep. Rick Lazio were 
both battling for the cru
cial Jewish vote to help 
give them the winning 
edge. 

Clinton, like most 
Democratic Senate can
didates in the past, was 
expected to capture most 
of New York's Jewish 
vote. However, the mar
gin of the Democratic 
lead appeared to be lower 
than in previous elections 
- one poll had Clinton's 
Jewish support as low as 
63 percent. A Lazio cam
paign aide said he thought 
the Long Island congress
man could carry between 
35 and 45 percent of the 
Jewish vote. The reason, 
the aide said, was Jews 
were frustrated with 

FIRST LADY 
HILLARY RODHAM 
CLINTON, a Demo
crat, courted the Jew
ish vote in her race 
against Rep. Rick Lazio 
(R-N.Y.) for a U.S. Sen
ate seat from New York 
in the November 7 elec
tion. Jewish voters in the 
state generally support 
Democratic candidates. 

Clinton's perceived blun
ders when it comes to Is
rael and the Middle East 
peace process. 

Most notably, during 
her trip to the Middle East 
in November 1999, 
Clinton failed to respond 

GettiIlg out the jewish vote: 
Groups work down to the wire 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JT A) - Last-ditch efforts to get 
Jewish voters to the polls were taking different forms 
in different places, but the message was essentially the 
same to all: the Jewish vote is important and your vote 
can make a difference. Whether the mode was a voter 
guide or a "meet and greet the candidates" eve~t, 
synagogues, Jewish organizations and commumty 
groups were trying to encourage everyone they could 
to vote on November 7. 

Because of their tax-exempt status, Jewish nonprofit 
organizations were prohibited from sUl?porting or op
posing candidates, But they were permItted to engage 
in voter registration and "get-out-the-vote" efforts. 

* In New York, the Jewish Community Relations 
Council worked with neighborhood-based Jewish or
ganizations to reach out to the Russian-speaking com
munities. 

* In Los Angeles, the Jewish Community Relations 
Committee of the Jewish Federation of Los Angeles 
joined with the local Boar? of ~abb!s to en~oura~e 
rabbis across southern CalIfornIa to mclude In theIr 
sermons last month a message encouraging congregants 

. to vote. The council also coordinated with senior 
centers sending of absentee ballots to elderly citizens 
unable to get to the polls. 

Getting out the vote has become a no~mal synagog~e 
activity, according to Sarrae Crane, dIrector of SOCIal 
action and public policy for United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism. Some Jewish groups also is
sued voter guides. 

immediately to allega
tions made by Suha 
Arafat, wife of the Pales
tinian Authority presi
dent, that Israel poisoned 
the Palestinian popUla
tion's water supply. 
Clinton later said she did 
not receive a proper trans
lation of Arafat's re
marks. 

The first lady also 
found it difficult to dis
tance herself from re
marks she made two years 
ago, when she said the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state would be in the long
term interests of the re
gIOn. 

Most recently, Clinton 
returned campaign dona
tions from a U.S. Muslim 
leader who had supported 
the Hamas terrorist group. 
The $1,000 U.S. dona
tion made by 
Abudrahman Alamoudi, 
of the American Muslim 
Council, again put Jew
ish leaders at odds with 
the Clinton campaign. 
But the first lady was 
quick to return the money, 
plus $50,000 U.S. of ad
ditional contributions 
from Muslim leaders. The 
Lazio campaign was 
quick to highlight the ar
eas where Clinton and the 
Jewish community have 
been at odds. 

"It has planted a seed 
of doubt in the minds of 
the Jewish community," 
said the Lazio aide, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

"Those who tradition
ally supported Democrats 
have some very serious 
doubts about whether she 
would be a friend of Is
rael. " 

Both campaigns were 
pumping up their support 
for Israel as they hit the 
Jewish campaign circuit 
at synagogues and com
munity forums. 

With tension rising in 
the Mideast, the Clinton 
campaign was able to 
make up some lost ground 
as she spoke extensively 
about Israel and the Mid
dle East peace process -
issues both candidates 
saw as close to Jewish 
voters' hearts. 
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AJCommittee 
survey finds 3 
out of4 Jews 

back Gore 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER' 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - Three out of four 
Jews favored Democrat 
AI Gore over Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush for 
president, according to a 
survey released last week 
by the American Jewish 
Committee. 

The survey, which was 
conducted in late Septem
ber, found that 75 percent 
of Jewish voters would 
choose the Democrat for 
president, with 11 percent 
selecting Bush and 3 per
cent for consumer advo
cate Ralph Nader. 

The poll of 1,0 I 0 Jews 
did not differentiate be
tween likely voters and 
nonvoters, like many po
litical tracking polls, and 
has a 3 percent margin of 
error. 

According to the poll, 
90 percent of Jews ap
proved of the selection of 
Joseph Lieberman, the 
Jewish senator from Con
necticut' as Gore's run
ning mate. 

Five percent said they 
disapproved of the selec
tion, and another five per
cent were unsure. In the 
survey,Jewish voters also 
voiced their position on a 
number of the key issues 
in this year's presidential 
elections. 

About 35 percent said 
they supported the idea 
of school vouchers to 
send children to private 
schools with public 
money, with 61 percent 
opposed and 4 percent 
undecided. 

Twenty-eight percent 
of those surveyed said 
they were in favor of gov
ernment aid to parochial 
or religious schools. 
About two-thirds of those 
surveyed said they op
posed the policy. 

On the issue of the death 
penalty, 67 percent said 
they supported it for peo
ple convicted of murder, 
while 26 percent opposed 
it and 8 percent were un
decided. 

Some Arab countries 
end relations with Israel 
By GAYLE HORWITZ 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Diplomatic relations be
tween three Arab nations and Israel have ceased com
pletely, after the Arab League urged its 22 members to 
freeze all but formal diplomatic ties with the Jewish 
state. Following the directive, which blamed Israel for 
inciting violence in the region, Tunisia and Morocco 
both closed trade offices in Tel Aviv. said Mark Regev, 
spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in Washington. 
Oman ended its Israeli presence October 19, prior to 
the Arab League meeting two weeks ago in Cairo. A 
Qatar bureau remains open in Israel, but may close 
soon. "We do hope they stay on," Regev said. 

The closing of the offices could affect tourism and 
trade between Israel and the Arab countries, he said. 
Only three Arab League countries have full diplomatic 
relations with Israel: Egypt, Jordan and, most recently, 
Mauritania. The ties were not changed by the Arab 
League's statement last weekend, Regev said, but its 
affect on the Middle Ease peace process is causing 
concern. "Israel was trying to build a community that 
supported the peace process," he said. "And now that 
community has been cut." 

Jewish Child and Family Service 
offers workshop on relationships 

When it comes to managing relationships in 
our lives, we all take some responsibility 
in the choices we make. Family therapist 

Dr. Bailey Rayter will speak about how we can 
make sense of the relationships in our life in a 
workshop entitled Relationship Choices - Get Good 
at It! - Get Used to It! - Get Out ont! - Get Over It!. 
The choice is ours to make in our dealings with 
spouses, children, friends, family or co-workers. 
The workshop will take place on Wednesday, 
November 15th, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at the Asper 
Community Campus. Anyone who wants to learn 
to deal more effectively with the people in their 
lives should plan on attending this evening. Please 
register by contacting JCFS. 

JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE 

RELATIONSHIP CHOICES 
Get Good at it! 
Get Used to It! 
Get Out of It! 
Get Over It! 

A workshop that will focus on the choices we make 

in managing relationships with people in our lives. 

Presenter: Dr. Bailey Rayter 

Wednesday, Nov. 15 • 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Asper Jewish Community Campus 

$10.00· Call 477-7430 to register 


