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World Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 
Israelis leaders court Moscow. 
with an eye on domestic politics 

In Oslo, home of the '93 accords, a collective frustration pervades 

By LEV 
GORODETSKY 

MOSCOW (JTA) -
Israeli politicians appear 
to have found a new venue 
to lobby for an end to the 
Palestinian uprising: 
Moscow. "Russia has the 
possibility and the 
strength to help regulate 
the situation in our re
gion," Israeli Prime Min
ister Ehud Barak two 
weeks ago told a popular 
Moscow radio outlet 
owned by Russian Jew
ish leader Vladimir 
Goussinsky. 

The visits appear to in

EHUD BARAK, Israeli 
prime minister: Seeking 
Russian support in con
flict with Palestinians. 

dicate that Israel believes Russia, a financial supporter 
of Arab and Palestinian causes during the Cold War, 
might be able to influence with Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat in the current crisis. 

Several of Barak's allies, including cabinet minister 
Shimon Peres and Roman Bronfman, an Israeli Knesset 
minister who is a Russian emigre, also visited Russia 
two weeks ago. 

Both met with top Russian officials, including For
eign Minister Igor Ivanov, and gave news conferences 
on the possibility of enhancing Russia's role in the 
Middle East peace process. Peres also talked to Ivanov 
about the possibility of Russia pressing the Lebanon
based Hezbollah to release Israel i soldiers captured last 
month. Israeli politics are also at play here - especially 
because many people now hold dual Russian-Israeli 
citizenship. 

When Barak called Russian Presideilt Vladimir Putin 
on October 24 and asked him to put pressure on Arafat 
to end violence, he knew that former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu - who appears to be planning a 
political comeback - landed in Moscow that very night 
with a similar message. In interviews with all of Rus
sia's major television channels, Netanyahu stressed the 
common struggle Russia and Israel share in combating 
Islamic terrorism - Israel in the Middle East and Russia 
in Chechnya, where it is fighting a war with Islamic 
separatists. 

"We have the same Chechnya, except that Israeli 
Chechnya is located not 2,000 miles away as in Russia, 
but only 200 meters away from our houses," said 
Netanyahu, who also met with Ivanov during his three
day visit. Not to be outdone, several Palestinian envoys 
have also been busy wooing,Russian officials. Using 
their old contacts from the Soviet era, the envoys are 
attempting to counteract the Israeli comparison of the 
situation in the Middle East with the conflict in 
Chechnya. 

Around the Jewish world 
Vienna'sHolocaustMemorialopens 
after years of delay, controversy 
By EDWARD SERROTTA 

VIENNA (JTA) - For a country that has had more 
than a few problems facing its past, the decision to 
build Vienna's first Holocaust museum came almost 
easily. It was the follow-through that was difficult, 
time-consuming and controversial. Vienna's Holo
caust Memorial in the inner city's Judenplatz was 
unveiled in a simple but moving ceremony October 25. 
Among those attending the ceremony were Austrian 
President Thomas KlestiI, and the leader of Austrian 
Jewry, Ariel Muzikant. 

Klestil told the gathering of several hundred people 
that there is no place in Austria for racism or xenopho
bia of any kind. The memorial, designed by British 
artist Rachel Whiteread, consists of a large, concrete 
cube. Three of its walls feature casts of books facing 
outward, the fourth large double doors without han
dles. Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal, 91, said that the 
books are important Jewish symbols. 

"Jewish monuments were seldom made of stone or 
metal, our monuments were always books," he said. 

By ANDY ALTMAN
OHR 
Jewish Bulletin of 
Northern California 

OSLO, Norway - In a 
Scandinavian nation with 
fewer than 2;000 Jews, 
one might expect to find 
only casual interest in the 
collapse of the Middle 
East peace process. But 
that's certainly not the 
case in the country that 
spawned ahistoric agree
ment between Israel and 
the Palestinians in 1993. 
"Because it was the Oslo 
accords, people here do 
feel very personally en
gaged," Marian Heiberg 
said October 25. A Mid
dle East sociologist and 
the wife of a foriner for
eign affairs minister, she 
helped spark the "back 
channel" talks between 
Israelis and Palestinians 
that began in January 
1993. 

After rounds and 

rounds of secret meetings 
at a government guest
house in Norway, a deal 
was announced seven 
months later in Oslo and 
subsequently signed in 
Washington. "When the 
negotiations became 
known, there was a col
lective Norwegian pride," 
she added. Now, how
ever, there is a collective 
disappointment. "For me, 
it's basically seven lost 
years," said Svein Sev je, 
who spent 1994 to 1998 
in Israel as a diplomat, 
including three at a new 
Norway office in Gaza. 

"For all Norwegians, I 
think we feel generally 
rotten that it seems to be 
coming apart. It's a feel
ing of despair, because I 
don't see where you can 
get out of this to see the 
light at the end of the tun
nel." Sevje, now a spe
cial adviser on the Mid
dle East in Norway's 

Around the Jewish world 

Yugoslavia's aging Jews look 
toward a difficult future 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (JT A) - Three weeks 
after the dramatic ouster of Slobodan Milosevic, the 
walls of this shabby capital were still plastered with 
black and white posters boldly proclaiming a trium
phant message: "Gotov je" - "He's Finished." The 
mood is high, but no one is expecting miracles. Yugo
slavia's new president, Vojislav Kostunica, has initi
ated democratic changes aimed at ending his country's 
isolation and economic hardship, but the depth and 
complexity of the crisis indicate the recovery process 
is likely to be long and difficult. 

"It is too soon to see results," saidJudita Skenderovic, 
a member of the Jewish community in the northern city 
of SUbotica. "We are still eating at soup kitchens, and 
there are shortages of heat, electricity, medicine and 
medical care. "But this is the first time we have hope," 
she said. "There was a long tunnel, and now we can see 
some light." Yugoslavia's 3,000 Jews, about half of 
whom live in Belgrade, see their future closely linked 
to the fate of Yugoslavia as a whole. Highly integrated, 
mostly secular and often intermarried, they share the 
hardships and also now the aspirations of their 
neighbors. 

The past decade of war, economic sanctions and 
dictatorial rule turned Yugoslavia into an economic 
basketcaseas well as a political pariah. Today, with the 
Balkan winter looming, the economic crisis presents 
the most urgent immediate challenges for Jews and 
non-Jews alike. "The economic situation is catastrophic, 
not just for Jews but for everyone," said Aca Singer, the 
78-year-old president of the Federation of Yugoslav 
Jewish Communities. "Both the state and inhabitants 
are practically left without any financial or food re
serves," he said. "Even those sectors that until now 
somehow functioned and provided minimal living 
conditions have been affected." 

Already, in the latter part of October, daily blackouts 
around the country cut power for four to six hours at a 
time, and prices of basic goods such as meat, oil and 
sugar skyrocketed. These sharp changes disrupt pri
vate lives but also jeopardize social welfare programs 
implemented by the Jewish community. Among the 
hardest hit have been senior citizens, who make up 
more than a fifth of Yugoslav Jews. . 

Many of them, including Holocaust survivors with 
no family, must exist on pensions that average about 
$30 U.S. a month. "I don't know what I would do 
without the community," said one elderly woman. "It 
is like a second home." 

Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs, said he'd love his 
celebrated peace-pro mot -
ing country to work as an 
intermediary yet again, 
but there's only one prob- . 
lem. "Hardly anyone is 
talking at all," he said. 
"I'm sure if there was any 
chance of operating an
other back channel, Oslo 

. would love to do so," 
Heiberg said. "But the 
peace process is brain 
dead." 

Heiberg and her late 
husband, Johan Jorgen 
Holst, were instrumental 
in launching the Oslo 
process in the early I 990s. 
She was part of a research 
team from the Norwegian 
Institute of International 
Affairs charged with do
ing a massive study on 

Palestinian living condi
tions. He was Norway's 
minister of defence at the 
time, becoming foreign 
affairs minister two 
months into the talks. But 
it was mainly the con
tactsshe had established 
among both Israelis and 
Palestinians that helped 
get the negotiating ball 
rolling. 

She had formed per
sonal ties with Palestin
ian leader Yasser Arafat 
and Yossi Beilin, Israel's 
minister of justice and 
former deputy foreign 
minister, among many 
other important people. 
"I spent an awful lot of 
time building up political 
space on both sides of the 
fence, and expanding it 
and nurturing it," she said. 

Gore denies embassy reports 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The Wall Street Journal 

and the Detroit Free Press reported that Vice President 
AI Gore told a group of Arab American leaders on 
October 29 that he opposes moving the U.S. Embassy 
in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The Gore cam
paign denied the reports, saying the media had no 
access to the closed-door meeting in Dearborn, MiCh. 

U.S. envoy-visits Jewish school 
MOSCOW (JTA) - The U.S. ambassadorto Russia 

visited a Jewish school there that was recently vandal
ized by neo~Nazis, according to a Jewish group that 
works on behalf of Jews in the region. During his visit 
to the Ryazan school two weeks ago, James Collins 
held a roundtable discussion about religious and ethnic 
tolerance, the NCSJ said. 

Israel: It's safe to visit 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Israeli officials are trying to 

convince U.S. Jews that Israel is still a safe place for 
tourists, despite the ongoing violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. In a conference call with American 
Jewish media October 30, Israeli officials conceded 
that the tourism industry had suffered from mass can
cellations and subsequent layoffs because of a travel 
warning issued by the U.S. State Department. But the 
officials assured reporters that "life goes on" as normal 
for Israelis, and the country remains safe for travel. 

Canadian Jews on Israel mission 
TORONTO (JTA) - An estimated 100 Canadian 

Jews representing leading Jewish organizations and 
synagogues participated in a three-day international 
unity mission in Israel a few weeks ago. Participants 
included leaders of the Canadian Jewish Congress, 
B 'nai Brith Canada and the Canada-Israel Committee. 
Communal officials say it is the first of several unity 
missions to Israel planned during the coming months. 

French TV airing Barbie trial 
PARIS (JT A) - French television launched a 

monthlong series of daily broadcasts from the 1987 
trial of the Nazi official known as the "Butcher of 
Lyon". The trial, in which Klaus Barbie was jailed for 
life for sending thousands of French Jews and Resist
ance fighters to the death camps, was the first French 
trial by jury to be filmed. The Gestapo police chief in 
Lyon during the war, Barbie died in prison in 1991. 

Germans protest neo-Nazis 
BERLIN (JT A) - Some 25,000 people demon

strated in Germany against the recent wave ofneo-Nazi 
violence across the country. The head of Germany's 
Jewish community said at the October 28 demonstra
tion in Dusseldorf that German citizens must not re
m~in silent whe~ neo-Nazis str!ke. "When ranting 
skmheads can claim they are carrymg out the will ofthe 
silent majority, then the silent majority is not without 
blame," Paul Spiegel said. 

,. 

Israeli news 

Barak, Sharon defend their positions in Knesset 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- Appeals for national 
unity continue to be 
sounded here, but judg
ing from the opening ses
sion of the Knesset, Is
raeli leaders are not pre
pared to take the steps 
required to achieve it. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak appeared be
fore the Knesset on Octo
ber 30 with only a minor
ity of legislators behind 
him. The October 30 ses
sion came amid contin
ued unrest, which claimed 
the lives of two Israelis in 
the Jerusalem area. 

But he was in no immi
nent danger of facing a 
vote of no confidence in 
his government when the 
legislators returned from 
a three-month recess. 
Barak, whose govern
ment lost its parliamen
tary majority when three 
parties walked out during 
the summer to protest 
July's Camp David sum
mit, got some breathing 
space from the fervently 
Orthodox Shas Party, 
which promised him a 
"safety net" as long as the' 
violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip continues. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak blames the 
Palestinians for the current violence in a speech 
before the Knesset on October 30. "The Palestin
ians are the ones who rejected our extended hand," 
he said. Photo: A I'i HayolllIlJTA. 

But Shas members, 
who hold 17 seats in the 
120-member Knesset, 
said they would only back 
Barak if he abandons his 
"secular revolution" re
form program and keeps 
the secular Meretz and 
Shinui parties out of his 
government. 

While Barak called on 
Israelis to stand "shoul
der to shoulder," notably 
absent trom his address 
October 30 was any overt 
reference to a unity gov
ernment. This was taken 
as a sign of the deadlock 
in the efforts to forge such 
a government with oppo
sition leader Ariel 
Sharon. 

The politically weak
ened Barak staunchly de
fended his election pledge . 
to "tum over every stone" 
in pursuitofpeace, which 

he said culminated in the 
Camp David summit. But 
at the same time, he said 
there were limits to that' 
pursuit. 

"Over the past 16 
months, and especially at 
Camp David, we were 
prepared to discuss far
reaching ideas raised by 
the president of the U.S., 
on condition the other 
side would consider it a 
basis fordiscussion. "We 
understood' peace, if 
achieved, would carry a 
painful and heartbreak
ing price, but we never 
agreed to peace at any 
price, a peace of capitula
tion or surrender to the 
demands of the other 
side," Barak said. 

"The Palestinians are 
the ones who rejected our 
extended hand." Barak 
went on to say that Israel 
remains committed to the 
understandings brokered 
by President Clinton to 
try to reach a cease-fire 
during a summit at Sharm 
el-Sheik, Egypt, in mid
October. 

If the Palestinians im
plement the under
standings, and if Clinton 
summons the sides to 
Washington, "our secu
rity and political respon
sibility obliges us to go," 
Barak told legislators. 
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Barak's acting foreign 
minister, Shlomo Ben
Ami, was slated to visit 

. Washington later last 
week, when he was ex
pected to meet with U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to 
discuss the ongoing vio
lence that has all but killed 
the peace process. 

The hawkish Sharon 
has demanded that Barak 
disavow the proposals 
discussed at Camp David 
as a condition for creat
ing an emergency unity 
government. 

During his address to 
the Knesset, Sharon de
voted almost all of his 
remarks to the need for a 
unity government, but not 
one based on Barak's 
policies. 

"If you had nol chosen 
the path you did, you 
would not have led us into 
this trap," Sharon said. "I 
support an emergency 
national unity govern
ment. But I am not ready 
to support the division of 
Jerusalem, giving up the 
Jordan Valley and the re
turn of (Palestinian) refu
gees to Israel. 

"We must unite around 
a realistic plan that can 
really restore quiet, bring 
security to the people of 
Israel, and down the line, 
the peace we all want," 
he said. 

Sharon said the urgency 
of the moment requires 
immediate action, and 
that the opposition is 
ready to join the govern
ment on one condition: 
that the sides agree what 
Israel's response would 
be to a unilateral declara
tion of a Palestinian state. 
Sharon was heckled by 
Hadash legislator Tamar 
Gozansky, who shouted 
"you don't want unity, 
you want a veto" over 
Barak's policies. 
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News analysis 

Shas Party gives Barak a temporary 'safety net' 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- A lot remains unclear 
about Israel's political, 
military and diplomatic 
situation. But when op
position leader Ariel 
Sharon emerged October 
30 from a meeting that 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak held with party 
leaders in the Knesset, 
Sharon made at least one 
thing clear: His talks with 
Barak about forming a 
national unity govern
ment are over. 

Signaling that he had 
given up on forging a po
litical partnership with 

ARIEL SHARON, 
Likud Party leader: His 
talks with Barak about 
forming a unity govern
ment are over. 

30 legislators. This is why 
Shas was "blamed" for 
the failure of the unity 
government talks. With 
Shas' support, Barak no 
longer needed a partner
ship with Sharon to se
cure his political future. 
Officials from Meretz, 
another former coalition 
partner, were in effect a 
party to the month-long 
accord with Shas, though 
they were not a formal 
signatory. 

Knowledgeable 
sources said Meretz lead
ers were involved in every 
stage of the Labor-Shas 
talks, which took place 

Barak, Sharon said the premier had "sur
rendered" to the doves within his party. 
While Sharon was blaming doves like 
Justice Minister Yossi Beilin and Meretz 
Party leader Yossi Sarid for the failure of 
the effort to create a national unity gov
ernment, everyone in the Knesset knew 
that the blame - or credit, depending on 
one's political sentiments - lay squarely 
with the fervently Orthodox Shas Party. 
Shas officials signed an agreement Oc
tober 30 to provide a parliamentary 
"safety net" for Barak's government for 
a period of one month, while the state of 
national emergency continues. 

Shas members, who hold 17 seats in 
the 120-member Knesset, had said they 
would only back Barak jf he abandons 
his "secularrevolution" reform program 
- a set oflegislative reforms the premier 
had proposed recently to weaken the 
hold of the Orthodox establishment over 
such matters as Sabbath observance. 
Shas signed the agreement after Barak 
met this demand. Under the terms of the 
agreement, Shas will not lend its hand to 
opposition motions of no confidence in 
the government. Nor will it support leg
islation during the coming month de. 
signed to dissolve the Knesset and fix a 
date for early elections. 

This provides nothing less than a life
support mechanism for Barak, whose 
government lost its parliamentary ma
jority when three parties, including Shas, 
walked out during the summer to protest 
July's Camp David summit. Those de
fections left Barak heading a minority 
government that had the backing of only 
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concurrently with the prime minister's 
series of sessions with Sharon about a 
unity government. The speculation in 
Jerusalem now centers on whether the 
Labor-Shas agreement will be extended 
into a Labor-Shas-Meretz agreement. In 
other words, will Barak's temporary 
reprieve evolve into a more lasting 
stabilization of his govemment? 

Political observers were quick to note 
that Shas' only condition for the pact, 
the freeze on the secular revolution, was 
something the secular Meretz Party had 
accepted in past coalitions with Shas 
under the late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and last year under Barak. Given 
the state of emergency, they say, Meretz 
could easily accept again. In one of his 
attacks on Barak on October 30, Sharon 
said, "He thinks symbolic shows offorce 
are effective." 

This was perhaps his most outspoken 
criticism of Barak since the crisis with 
the Palestinians erupted a month ago. 
He was responding to Barak's decision 
October 30 to order helicopter strikes on 
Palestinian positions in the West Bank 
towns of Ramallah and Nablus, and in 
Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip. In those 
strikes, the helicopters fired missiles at 
the empty offices of the Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser Arafat's 
Fatah movement and of its armed mili
tia, the Tanzim. 

Army sources made it clear that the 
attacks were intended specifically not to 
cause loss oflife, but rather to serve as a 
warning in the wake of two killings of 
Jews in Jerusalem on October 30. 
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