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Israeli news/ oah Witman's Yiddish column 

Israeli sites hacked as conflict 
also turns into war of the Web 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - A new front in the Israeli
Palestinian unrest has emerged the Internet. Web sites 
for the Israeli government and Israel Defence Forces 
were targeted by hackers last week, 

In some instances, access to Internet providers whose 
servers host the sites was disrupted, while in other 
cases, the assault caused the sites themselves to crash, 

The Foreign Ministry and Knesset sites were among 
those disabled last week. Israeli officials tracking the 
situation said it appeared some of the attacks originated 
in Islamic countries. 

A Knesset spokesman was quoted by Israel Radio as 
saying it appeared the attack on the site had originated 
in Saudi Arabia and possibly Lebanon. 

Though the Knesset site was inaccessible to surfers, 
Likud Knesset member Michael Eitan, who chairs a 
parliamentary subcommittee on the Internet, said none 
of the material on the site was damaged. "It's too bad 
the Internet has turned into a battefieId," Eitan said. 

Meanwhile, the IDF said November2 it had hired the 
U.S. communications company AT&T to boost its 
Internet site, which had been overwhelmed by the rise 
in users and hacking attempts in recent weeks. 

The IDF site is hosted on a NetVision server, which 
had been targeted by hackers trying to crash the Israeli 
sites. 

An IDF official said that the site had registered over 
140,000 hits from over 100 countries in a week. Re
ports said that a private Israeli site that had called for 
similar attacks on Hezbollah sites had also been af
fected. 
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By AVI MACHLIS 
JERUSALEM (JTA) 

- Fresh tank treads etched 
in the pavement on 
Ha'anafa Street in Gilo 
were the latest sign that 
this southern neighbor
hood of Jerusalem has 
been thrust into the front 
line of the contlict be
tween Israelis and Pales
tinians. Several tanks, 
which were stationed here 
for days, have been 
moved away. They were 
positioned to respond to 
Palestinian gunmen who 
have repeatedly shot at 
Ha' anafa Street from the 
predominantly Christian 
village of Beit J alia, just 
800 yards across a pictur
esque valley. 

A wall of concrete 
blocks erected on a seg
ment of the ridge along 
the street provided little 
sense of security. 

Replacing the tanks, 
further down the ridge 
that overlooks the "tun
nel road" linking Jerusa
lem and the Gush Etzion 
settlements in the West 
Bank, an infantry platoon 
was digging in. Within 
the makeshift outpost -
behind a protective dirt 
embankment - about 25 
soldiers were building 
seven sandbag-enforced 
firing positions for ma
chine guns 'and a night~ 
vision system, which 
would be intently trained 

Israeli snipers take positions in the southern Jeru
salem neighborhood of Gilo on October 29. They 
were ready to respond to Palestinian gunmen who 
repeatedly shot at Gilo from· the predominantly 
Christian village of Be it Jalla,just 800 yards across 
a picturesque vallcy. Photo credit: Brian HendlerllTA. 

on the village for many 
nights to come. 

As the army modified 
its positions around Gilo, 
life went on as normal 
away from the exposed 
perimeter, even just one 
street further inside the 
neighborhood. 

Indeed, what was hap
pening in Gilo, which was 
established in 1973 in 
eastern Jerusalem and 
now has 45,000 residents, 
is the most tangible sign 
of what is happening 
throughout Israel. 

Areas in contact with 

. 
Palestinian territories 
were quickly turning into 
battlefields, and Israelis 
made every attempt to 
continue with their daily 
lives as the contlict rages 
in their backyards. "It 
takes a while for the situ
ation to sink in," says Ruti 
Vanunu, a 43-year-old 
housewife who is casu
ally walking her dog and 
running after a toddler on 
a tricycle on Margalit 
Street, parallel to 
Ha'anafa. 

On October 27, how
ever, the situation did sink 
in. Vanunu was taking out 
the garbage when a burst 
of automatic fire rang out. 
She dropped to the ground 
instinctively. 

"I'm no hero, but I try 
and stick to my regular 
daily routine," she says, 
after describing that inci
dent. "Maybe when I feel 
the bullets in my house it 
will do something to me, 
but we cannot leave here 
because of the shooting. 
That's what they want us 
to do," 

On Ha'anafa Street, 
which was exposed to 
much of the fire, it was 
harder to go on as usual. 
Some bullets landed in 
living rooms on this 
street, which has an open 
view of the valley facing 
Beit Jalla and the 
firefights that were tak
ing place regularly. 

·l!)'N:"I31:1 
,P"7'lZl 1"'N1't\ 1'::1 ~"plZl'iNJ 1111 l'~:"1'·1311:)'J 
lNlj31:1 ljN:"I 'T ,1illlj'~:"I:::l':1 ~ 1l.7"31:11"'NT'N ~1'" 1"1:) 
ljJ~j?lI:1 ljN:"I'T ,0":1 " lj7Nlll:l ljt\:"I'T, llj31J1N 31?N 

1'1:) ljt\;'lI" ll.7J'TJ'N Ij'J 1'~ ljJlI1:)-lj"ljOt\ 1l1JlI", 

ON". ljN:I lpJN1N 1Nl,031' 1:I1I" 10"'lT~"'t\ 01l!)31 
,,'p'J" T'N l'N, l~P o~" 'J'1:) N ljj?'lZl31:1'll 1'1.) ljN:"I 1l.7 

lpJNiN ,lj":lOll 1'~, 1111:)31':1!\1!) :lJ'1'll.71 "~111'N 1'~ 
:131" Nr'j"N ljN:I 

1'1:) 111 '~T ,lj"PlZl'iNJ 1I0"1:1 " :1'!) i311:)'J 

1N' ljt\:"I 1311:)NJ l"T ,1N1:)ill:1" r'j0" :11:1"T ,n11:) 

1N' T'N ON' ,lj'31" 1311~:I 111' i31J'N 131:1J17j?lIl 

:1'7 C'N ljN:1lj'l1" lIllN)' '1,1"'N 10"'31:1 ON' 131"31:1 

1j'''''131' T'N i31 ill" 1,!\,lj131iJ",t\J l'N lj~;'31:1 
l't\,lj"1!)1I:1 317~1'T i'7J l:1N:"I ,ljt\J310 l'Nl1N"1I:1 

, 1"7N 10"'11:1 0t\,ljNJ310 1'~ 1:1t\:"I 1'1:) T~ ,ljO"'31), 

lI'~, 111"lj'N!) 1I7N131J'~lj"ljlZl 1N1:)131:1" %]0" J1 

'HN ljN ,07':::l '31 ;"'31 lN7J'lI:1', r'j01' :Ji,lljJl1"TlIi!) 
:"IJ':::llZl 1l.7' lj'1:) 1j:131711l l'N ~:::lN1lj31:1 "1:)1"1 1'1:) PN;' 

,lj'l.7" 131llN:I ill' 1'!\ ljJ"lZl31:1 ljN:"I 1311:)NJ l"T ON" 

TN , 1=I~'lZl111' lZll.)1:) , 1i~"31:1 1'1:) ll.7J"T ljlZl',ljJN ", 
1Nljl.7:1-0'm ljN:"I r'j0" J1 TN ,10"'131' 1'r l:JN:"I 1'1:) 

1'~ , i31P'lj"~!) ~ "~"31:1 l'N , ,ljJN1:) lP'lj:::l'1 l"T 

l1lZl'1" 1'!) 0' ~ l'NljJ31"T1I1!) 1l.71ll"" N 1111" "" 
lIv~lj 1:INT ,:llN:l111:1'N ~TN 1"N O'l1!)lIl'" ~'J ,O'~J'lZl 
,ljJlI"T111!) N 1'31" r'j0" :11 ljO"",ON!llZl t\ l'N 11" 
O~" l'N ,ljJ31"T111!)N ill" l'N'N11ll' l"P PlI"N 1t\!) 

l1N'1~!)1'N, liN"l.7l O~1:)J lQ1:)/j 111 T'N 1'" 1I0'lZl!) m'N 

~ -~'l1N:I N N,l:1":1l1:1 l'N,31""N l"T , 1111:)NJ l"T 

TT ljt\;, "T~ , lP'P lj'J ;'1'l l"T r'j"~ 1NP T~, 'NlZl 
10"'1I:1 31P"N1:)NON'r'j01' :1i :l'JlI 1111 ljTN731:10"N 

l'N , 131P'lj'~N!) illP'7':1 NljJ";' T'N , lj711" 111' ,,!) 

. "" P'NljlZl 1'1:) 31'N1:1 lj,lj 031 
1'!) 1'''1 13101l:1 1'1:)~, ,lN1:)111":1r'j0,' IN:::l '31 

,v'OJ'T, llj SOli' TN,1'N ljO"" :O'J'JlI 1I111:::l1l'''1!) 

Wednesday, November 8, 2CXJO, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 17 

Israeli news 

Middle East violence enters second month 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

Security precautions reduce 
number of casualties 

JERUSALEM (JTA) 
- A wave of violence in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip that shattered efforts 
to make peace in the Mid
dle East entered its sec
ond month with a fury 
that showed no signs of 
abating. The violence 
claimed the lives of two 
Israelis from the Jerusa
lem area and also led to a 
nearly daily increase in 
the Palestinian death toll. 

The continued unrest 
prompted the Israel De
fence Force to announce 
October 30 that it planned 
to take the offensive 
against Palestinian gun
men to prevent attacks on 
soldiers and Jewish set
tlers. 

Hours later, Israeli heli
copters struck Palestin
ian positions in the West 
Bank towns of Ramallah 
and Nablus, and in Khan 
Yunis in the Gaza Strip. 
Army officials said the 
strikes were part of their 
plan to attack the armed 
militias of Palestinian 
Authority' President 
Yasser Arafat's Fatah 
movement. 

The strikes occurred 

News analysis 

Massive Jerusalem car bomb 
The general scene in the Mahane Yehuda Market 
alley November 2 where a car bomb exploded, 
killing two people and injuring seven (left centre). 
Copyright: [srallet. 

after a Jewish security 
guard was killed and an
other one seriously 
wounded when they were 
shot at close range Octo
ber 30 inside a branch of 
the National Insurance In
stitute in eastern Jerusa
lem. 

In a separate incident 
October 30, Palestinian 
police handed over the 
body of an Israeli found 
in an Arab area on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem. 
Israeli police said Octo
ber 30 the body was 
bound and had mUltiple 

stab wounds. They said 
the victim, who was in 
his 30s, was believed to a 
resident of Jerusalem's 
Gilo neighborhood. Is
raeli security officials 
have warned Israeli Jews 
to stay away from the 
Palestinian self-rule ar-
eas. 

On October 31, Pales
tinians angered by the 
helicopter strikes fought 
a daylong battle with Is
raeli troops at the Karni 
Crossing, an industrial 
zone between Israel and 
the Gaza Strip. Four Pal-

Analysts warn a wider war 
possible in inflamed Mideast 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - As the vio
lence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
entered its second month, there was a 
growing fear that it would escalate and 
embroil the entire region. "It is abso
lutely mandatory that this conflict should 
not tum into an interreligious war," 
A vishai Braverman, president of Ben
Gurion University in Beersheba, said 
last week. "If this turns into a religious 
war, we shall have an apocalypse." 

Events of the past few days have pro
vided ample fuel for those who believe 
that the violence will become a more 
wide-ranging religious conflict. Millions 
in neighboring Muslim countries have 
staged massive demonstrations against 
Israel and the United States. 

These protests have taken on a dis
tinctly religious tone, with militants call
ing on the faithful to rescue the AI-Aksa 
mosque, the holy shrine to Islam on 
Jerusalem's Temple Mount. 

The demonstrations in Egypt and Jor
dan could threaten the stability of those 
regimes, which continue to maintain 
peaceful - albeit strained - relations with 
Israel. 

Last week, however, Israel's most 
problematic neighbor seemed to be Leba
non. Palestinian refugees living in Leba
non staged demonstrations at the border 
fence with Israel, reminding the world 
of a time bomb still ticking away within 
Lebanon. 

Lebanon's president, Emile Lahoud, 
spoke at the Arab summit in Cairo of the 
need to allow 350,000 Palestinian refu
gees to return to the homes they aban-

doned during Israel's 1948 WarofInde
pendence. 

According to observers, he did not 
issue the call because he is a champion 
of the refugees' rights, but because he 
worries that the time bomb will explode 
within his country instead of Israel. 
Along with the refugee problem, Israeli 
officials are also concerned about what 
Hezbollah's next move may be. 

Last week, the Israel Defence Force 
warned of a possible resumption of ter
rorist attacks along the country's north
ern border. 

The commander of Israel's northern 
forces, Maj. Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, said 
October 30 that there is reason to believe 
Hezbollah will try to open a second front 
in addition to the ongoing clashes in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

This second front was also on the 
mind of some Palestinians. Demonstra
tors marched last week in the West Bank 
town of Ram allah chanting: "HezbolIah, 
hit Tel Aviv." 

Israel has reportedly pressed Wash
ington to add Lebanon to its list of 
countries supporting terrorism, a move 
that would considerably limit Lebanon's 
business contacts with the United States. 
TheIsr~eli move is being seen as part 

of an effort to force the Lebanese gov
ernment to take steps that would prevent 
Hezbollah from heating up the border. 

If this does happen, Syria could be 
dragged into the contlict. Israeli offi
cials, including the deputy defence min
ister, Ephraim Sneh, warn that they will 
hold Syria responsible for any Hezbollah 
attacks. 

estinians were killed dur
ing clashes there between 
Palestinian gunmen and 
the Israeli troops, accord
ing to local hospital offi
cials. A CNN correspond
ent, Ben Wedeman, was 
shot in the back during 
the pitched battle. It was 
not immediately clear 
who shot him. 

In another incident Oc
tober 31 near the West 
Bank town of Bethlehem, ' 
Palestinian gunmen 
opened fire on an Israeli 
bus, but no one was hurt. 
The Kami Crossing was 
also the scene of one of the 
mOst serious clashes Oc
tober 29. 

At least one Palestinian 
was shot dead when Israel 
used tanks to clear a road 
blocked by Palestinians 
protesting the presence of 
Israel i armor at the cross
mg. 

An IDF commander in 
Gaza accused the Pales
tinian police of ignoring 
his calls to calm the pro
testers and allowing the 
situation to deteriorate. 

He said Palestinian chil
dren were sent forward as 
cover for gunmen. 

(Cont. from page 1.) 

"I think our expanded security presence deflected 
them to this area. If it exploded on a main artery, we 
would have had" far more casualties, "based on the 
amount of explosive material," Wilk said. 

The agreement that Barak and Arafat were going to 
announce in simultaneous statements had been worked 
out in a late-night meeting November I in the Gaza 
Strip between Arafat and cabinet minister Shimon 
Peres. Peres said it included a list of steps both sides 
agreed to take simultaneously to reduce the violence. 
As a result of the agreement, Israel postponed plans to 
retaliate for the deaths of three soldiers in clashes with 
Palestinian gunmen earlier November I. 

The announcements were to have been made hours 
before the bombing, but it was delayed by a Palestinian 
demand that all Israeli tanks be withdrawn from self
rule cities first as a sign of good faith. 

Earlier November 2, however, Arafat issued a state
ment calling for an end to violence, while expressing 
support for peaceful demonstrations. Israel later pulled 
back tanks and heavy armored vehicles stationed around 
Palestinian-ruled cities, and the Palestinians restrained 
rock-throwers. 

But on the ground, the tensions continued. Two 
Palestinians were killed November 2 and at least 80 
were injured during clashes in the West Bank, accord
ing to local hospital officials. Other reports said Pales
tinian police were not intervening to disperse the 
rioting, and one report said a Palestinian officer had 
fired on Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip. 

Meanwhile, Hamas militants rejected the agreement 
and said they would step up their efforts against Israel. 
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