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Sports news/ score~ 

Boxer was armed forc~s welterweight champion 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

T ORONTO -
Albert "AI" Roher 
was always a 

fighter, from his early 
days on the mean streets 
of Toronto to his exploits 
as golden gloves cham
pion of the Canadian 
Army, even to the end of 
his days when he battled 
a variety of illnesses that 
would have claimed a 
lesser man much earlier. 

In the end, Roher's 
fighting spirit couldn't 
sustain him. He died re
cently after a lengthy ill'
ness at age 82. Perhaps 
not as well known as his 
contemporaries, Norman 
"Baby" Yak and Sammy 
Luftspring, he was nev
ertheless cut from the 
same cloth and became a 
boxing champion. 

backed 
down 
from no 
one, 
Roher 
became 
wei ter
weight 
cham
pion of 
the Ca
nadian 
Army 
fro m 
1941 to 
'42 and 
cap -
ta i n ed 
the Ca
nadian 
tea m 
that de
feated 
Allied 

Al Roher (left and 
inset pic at right) 
dukes it out with an 
opponent. 

Roher experienced a 
hard scrabble youth in 
Depression-era Toronto, 
selling papers downtown, 
enduring anti-Semitic 
taunts from local toughs 
and developing a devas
tating punch in response. 
A rock-hard fighter who 

fighters in wartime box
ing competitions. 

While in England, 
Roher won a non-title 
fight versus the British 
welterweight champ in 
the 10th round. His 
friends recall him being 
received in Buckingham 
Palace in recognition of 
his pugilistic skills. 

Take a chance, play cards! 
The Sharon Home 
is recruiting 
VOLUNTEERS 
who are willing to 
be challenged by the 
Masters in Poker and 
Kalookie! Try a hand! ... 
What have you got to lose! 

WINNIPEG'S 
lEWISII 

VOLUNTEER 

For more information Call 477-7435 
m coh en (ii) a spcrca m pu s. rn b.ca 

Roher's career and life 
experiences harken back 
to a day much different 
than that experienced by 
today's well-fed and 
pampered Canadians. 
Life was hard, and Roher 
thought nothing of fight
ing two or three times a 
day. 

Even after his boxing 
career ended, he took care 
of business, first as a door
man at the Metropole 
Hotel, and later, at his 
own restaurant and tav
ern, the Diplomat, at 
Dufferin and Wilson. '''He 
was a street kid who grew 
up downtown," recalled 
his daughter, Ruthie. Al
ways a good fighter, 
Roher was/1-mong the 
hundreds of Jewish kids 
who fought a pitched bat
tle against the Swastika 
gang at the Christie Pits 
riot of 1933, 

Roher was in plenty of 
fights, not all of them 
sanctioned boxing events. 
When he was working at 
the Metropole, one 
"guest" commented that 
'The Jew bastard never 
served" in the army. "He 
was there 4112 and hospi
talized," said his son, 
Steve. "I think he broke 
the guy's jaw, he was so 
angry." 

Prior to his military ca
reer, Roher followed his 
good friend and former 
Canadian wei terweight 
champion, Sammy 
Luftspring, who also died 
recently, to New York to 
train with boxing's b~t 
fighters. In 1940, he re
turned to Toronto and 
decided to join the armed 
forces. 

As Steve recounts, he 
and a friend took a 
streetcar to a,downtown 
armory where they were 
faced with large lineups 
at the air force and navy 

tables. They chose instead 
the shortest line, and 
Roher became a member 
of the 48th Scottish High
landers.J11e unit was not 
exactly a,haven from anti
Semitism. In aJuly, 1979 
story, The CJN reported 
that "no one called him 
'dirty Jew', especially af
ter he knocked out a Iippy 
anti-Semitic soldier and 
rendered him senseless 
for three-quarters of an 
hour." 

Roher told The CJN at 
the time that relations 
were better after that. 
"Mostly, I was respected 
because I soldiered the 
same as anyone else. I 
never dogged it." Roher 
saw action in Sicily in 
1943, and was wounded 
in the leg - an injury 
that never healed com
pletely. 
_ After the war, he re
turned to Canada and con
sidered a professional 
boxing career, but that 
idea was nixed by his 
wife, Helen, whom he had 
married shortly before 
going overseas. "It was 
the only regret he had, 
that he didn't compete as 
a professional," Steve 
said. "He was a power 
puncher. He had power 
in both hands. He used 
short punches. He was 
actual dynami teo I've seen 
my dad in action. The 
boxer I'd compare him to 
is Joe Frazier." 

Back in civilian life, 
Roher mixed with an ec
lectic and colorful crowd, 
guys who sported such 
nicknames as "The 
Brain," "Papa Lulu," 
"Hushy" and "Panko". 
On one occasion at the 
Metropole, a simmering 
feud between- a wrestler 
and a top-ranked boxer -
the great white hope of 
the day - threatened to 
tum into a brawl in the 
hotel lobby . When he told 
the two troublemakers to 
take it outside, "the boxer 
went to throw a punch, 
and dad blocked him and, 
threw one back and 
knocked him out. 'Tim
ber, there goes the great 
white hope'," one ob
server said. 

While the public knew 
about his tough side, to 
his friends and family, 
Roher was a warm, gen
tle, cons iderate and lov
ing man. Steve recalls that 
around Christmas, his fa
ther would have the chef 
at the Diplomat prepare 
turkey dinners that they 
would deliver by car. 
"Dad told me these are 
proud people, but we'll 
nevertellanyone who we 

give these dinners to," he 
recalled. "He was a won
derful family man. He 
loved his wife dearly," 
said Sol Freeman, a long
time friend. "I knew him 
as a standup guy, re
spected among the gen
eral population. He stood 
up for what he thought 
was right." 

Tough on the outside, 
"he was the sweetest man. 
He was good to his chil
dren and he had millions 
of friends," Steve said. 
Roher was a member of 

the General Wingate 
Branch of the Royal Ca
nadian Legion, and was 
saluted by an honor guard 
before being laid to rest. 
He is survived by his wife 
Helen, children Joel and 
Judy Roher of Florida, 
Steve and Jane Roher of 
Vancouver, daughter 
Ruthie, Sam and Linda 
Roher, his brother Nathan 
and sisters Ruth, Rose and 
Bessie. 

Reprinted with permis
sion, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Gateway Mixed Bo wling League 
By SADIE WOLFSON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - week of Novemher 5 
HIGH TRIPLE 

MEN: Ken Sylvester- 526 (182,191); Harvey Appelle 
- 520 (212); Al Ruhr - 510. 
WOMEN: Elaine Yamron - 509 (169, 178, 162); 
Honey Kowall- 489 (196, 162); Rose Sylvester - 468 
(155, 182). 

HIGH SINGLE 
MEN: Jack Gilman - 192; Rube Helman - 181. 
WOMEN: Sadie Wolfson - 156. 

Jewish Women International 
Bowling League 

By LIBBY GREENFIELD 
Weekly high scores - week of November 8 
HIGH TRIPLE: Joyce Rosenhek - 504 (164, 196); 
Rennie Elfenbein - 502 (176, 188); Sadie Wolfson -
496 (179, 181); Simma Kraitberg - 484 (165, 167); 
Maxine Benditt - 474 (165,201). 

HIGH SINGLE: Eleanor Dashevsky - 182; Maggie 
Rayter - 180; Belva Shaff - 176; Rochelle Pincovich -
170; Carole Jeffries - 166. 

RecreationM en's Bowling League 
By SAUL LONDON; secretary 

Weekly high scores - November 8 
HIGH TRIPLE: Darren Earn 658 (246, 224); Terry 
Robinson 596 (237, 192); Saul Greenberg 593 (218, 
191); Ken Sasley 580 (220, 196); Rube Helman 563 
(202); Danny Waterman 561 (246); Norman Freedman 
560 (219); Hersh Doctoroff 559 (234); Jack Buchalter 
556 (194); Ron Goldberg 553 (200); Harvey Appelle 
54? (199); Mickey Rosenberg 546 (202); Avery 
Splgelman 539 (196); Gary Granzberg 530; Lou 
Flllgerote 515; Harold Swick 513; Sheldon Earn 504; 
Itz Jacob 503 (191); Herb Singer 503. 

HIGH SINGLE: Ray Forest 209; Frank Zipursky 
207: Chaim Raber 204; Sheldon Globerman 184; Gary 
Venn 183; Earl Standil 180. . 

SURFht;ES 
flOOR FASHION CENTRE 

65 STEVENSON RD. 

ffioot r50veiMIfIJ 0/ CJJiJ/inctio'l/. 
• RESIDENTIAL • DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 
• COMMERCIAL • AREA RUGS 

• Shop at home service available - Call for appointment 
• Exclusive "labour For Ufe Warranty" 

Gory Shnier 
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AJascinati,!g wi~dow into the 'heart and soul' oJWinnipeg's Jewish community 
Our MUSical Herltage:A Century of Jewish Musicians and Music in Winnipeg an attractive hardcover book 

Our Musical Heritage: A Century of Jewish Musi- a hl'ghly readable over~ th '11 b ti h' b k b . dM'" ere WI e ort IS 00 , eyondWinnipeg'sJewish 
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I·· f the way to a man's heart is through his stomach, where the reader could up this attractive, informative volume. As for Jewish 
~he way to an entire people's heart must be through find entries on a given Winnipeggers who've ever sung in local Jewish choirs 
Its song.· performer, would also or had any connection to the city's Jewish musical 

Sharon Chisvin proves have been useful. scene, they ought to snap up copies while they're still 
the truth of that in Our It's also reasonable to in print. This book offers a wonderful window into the POST & NEWS 

BOOK REVIEW 
MusicalHeritage:A Cen- ask how big a market heart and soul of a culturally-rich community. 
tury of Jewish Musicians 
and Music in Winnipeg. 

A I 27-page hardcover book, Our Musical Heritage 
offers an in-depth, attractively presented overview of 
that subject, and first publication of the book coincides 
with an exhibit of the same name at the Jewish Museum 
of Western Canada through December 3 I. 

This well-organized work begins with a brief sum
mary of when and how Winnipeg's Jewish community 
began, and the importance of culture here. Winnipeg's 
Jewish community garnered for itself a reputation as a 
"cultural centre - a place where, no matter how isolated 
or how cold, words and ideas, art and music were 
argued, cultivated and enjoyed." 

The book then takes the reader into one of the most 
important outlets for Jewish music - "cantors and 
synagogue choirs". 

Here and elsewhere, Chisvin offers fascinating mini
portraits of people who've become legends here. Can
tor Benjamin Brownstone was one of the most notable. 

An immigrant from Bessarabia, Brownstone arrived 
here in 1909, at age 33. He'd already started a career as 
a composer. 

"He was a strange and unpredictable man, and the 
kids always made fun of him ... " recalls Allan Blye, one 
of Brownstone's most famous pupils. " ... but under
neath that difficult exterior there was a composer and 
a poet, a genuine intellect." 

Our Musical Heritage also puts into context mem
bers of the Winnipeg Jewish musical scene from the 
same families. 

Many Winnipeg Jews might not be aware that the late 
choir conductor Sara Udow was a sister to Cantor 
David Boroditsky, or that their mother, Anne Gutkin 
Boroditsky was the daughter of a cantor. 

It's also interesting to learn that Chana Freedman, a 
popular Yiddish folksinger here in the 1930s, was a 
sister to Etta CharI off and to Cecilia Asper, mother of 
renowned Winnipeg businessman and' philanthropist 
Israel Asper. 

The essays on individual performers, which often 
run to a page or more, include wonderful portraits of 
Jewish singers and musicians who've left Winnipeg. 

The beautiful Miriam Breitman, a popular local 
performer from the 1950s onwards, readers will be 
interested to learn, left this city in 1980 to work as a 
cantor, and now lives in Vancouver. 

Other pages describe the careers of entertainers still 
prominent in the Winnipeg Jewish community today, 
like longtime music teacher and choir leader A vivah 
Katz, and renowned Yiddishist Noah Witman. 

Special mention should be made of this book's 
eyecatching design, by local Jewish graphic artist 
Gustavo Rymberg. Rymberg managed to select just the 
right blends of color tones and picture shapes to com
plement the attractively presented text - and many of 
the soft-focus historical pictures - of Jewish performers 
on Rainbow Stage or in local Jewish concerts - are a 
treat to look at. 

Some prominent singers who've gone on to greater 
fame haven't been given as much attention as they 
deserve in this book. Herschel Fox, in particular, mer
ited more space, and could have undoubtedly provided 
some hilarious material. 

As the title indicates, the book covers Winnipeg 
Jewish musicians over a century, and concludes with a 
look at modem-day musicians, ending with more re
cent performers like Finjan and'The Watchmen, an 
internationally-acclaimed rock band with some local 
Jewish roots. 

A time line at the end of Our Musical Heritage offers 

The Art of Living Well 
Begins atthe Portsmouth 

Portsmouth Retirement lksiclcnce, Winnipeg's newest and 

most exquisite chOice for rerirement living is now open! 

Locawd in the distinguishl!d neighbourhood of Tuxedo, 

the Portsmouth offers active adults carefree living in the 

kind of surwunding..'i they can appreciate. At our residence 

you'll have all of the comfort and convenience you deserve, 

with <I staff that is responsive to YOllr every need. From 

meals served in the elegant dining room to the personal 

touch of weekly housekeeping; from 24 hour on site staff 

to private bus outings, every service is delivered in a 

profeSSional mannel' with you in mint!. Call the new 

Portsmouth Retirement Residence coday and find out what 

we can do for YOll. 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

125 PORTSMOUTH BLVD., WINNIPEG 

(204)284-5432 


