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u.s. Jewish news 

Lieberman not a major factor as Jews vote - and speak out 
By PETER EPHROSS 

NEW YORK (JT A) -
Yair Nadiv, a Republi
can from the Detroit sub
urb of Huntington 
Woods, Mich., had just 
done something he'd 
never done before: He 
voted for a Democratic 
presidential candidate. 
The dual citizen ofIsrael 
and the United States be
lieves that with the Mid
dle East in turmoil, U.S. 
policy should not be in 
the hands of an amateur 
in foreign affairs. 

Al Gore is more expe
rienced, "shows more in
teIligence, and his com
mitment to Israel seems 
very, very strong," said 
Nadiv, 40, whose young
est child, his ritual.fringes 
dangling from his shirt, 
accompan ied his dad 
from the polling area. 

"I voted basically my 
conscience as a Jewish 
man first." Nadiv said he 
would have voted for 
Gore with or without the 
vice president's Jewish 
running mate, Joseph 
Lieberman. 

In fact, Nadiv is con-

Gore and Lieberman in Nashville last August at the 
start of their campaign. Photo courtesy Gore campaign. 

vinced that Lieberman 
would be faced with con
flictIng loyalties because 
his decisions would have 
to be based on the U.S. 
Constitution and not on 
his values as an Ortho
dox Jew. 

Nadiv was not alone in 
his vote. In interviews 
across the country - in Los 
Angeles, South Florida, 
the New York City bor
oughs of Brooklyn and 
Queens, as weB as in sub-

urban Detroit - Jewish 
voters mostly expressed 
their support for the Gore
Lieberman ticket, al
though some did back 
Republicans George W. 
Bush and Dick Cheney. 
And while many voters 
expressed their pride that 
Lieberman, one of their 
own, had a shot at the 
vice presidency, his his
toric candidacy did not 
appear to be a major fac
tor in theirdecision-mak-

ing. 
In Los Angeles, the 

voting lines at the poBing 
places in the heart of West 
Hollywood's Russian 
community spilled out 
into the streets. 

The immigrants, many 
newly minted American 
citizens exercising their 
voting rights for the first 
time, turned out in force
and almost unanimously 
for the Democratic stand
ard-bearer. 

Indeed, if voting had 
been restricted to the 
nearly 6,000 Russian 
Jews in West Hollywood, 
Gore would have won 
almost unanimously. 
Leonid Shvartz, pointing 
to his elderly parents, said 
the preservation of So
cial Security swung him 
to Gore, who he believes 
is "close to us." 

"Everybody is for 
Gore," said Dimitri 
Olshansky, an emigre 
from Belarus, who was 
sitting on a sunny park 
bench, watching a domi
noes game. "He's strong 
for Social Security. Also, 
his vice president is Jew-

ish." 
In South Florida, how

ever, traditionaIly a Jew
ish stronghold, Gore ap
peared to stiII be haunted 

by the ghost of Clinton's 
indiscretions. Jews are 
known for turning out to 
vote in large numbers and 
for their strong opinions. 

Jewish support for Gore 
high, but not extraordinary 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Despite a Jewish vice~ 
presidential candidate, Democrat Al Gore only gar
nered a bit more support among Jews than President 
Bill Clinton received when he ran for re-election four 
years ago. According to exit poIls,compiled by Voter 
News Service, Gore and Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D
Conn.) captured 79 percent of the Jewish vote, 1 
percent more than Clinton in 1996 and 1 percent less 
than Clinton received in 1992. 

But, both times, Clinton faced not only a Republican 
candidate but independent Ross Perot, who got 9 
percent of the Jewish vote in 1992 and 3 percent four 
years later. Texas Gov. George W. Bush came away 
with a larger share of the Jewish vote than other 
Republican candidates have in recent elections. Bush 
received 19 percent, compared to 16 percent in 1996 
for Bob Dole and 11 percent for Bush's father in 1992. 

Ralph Nader, the consumer advocate who ran on the 
Green Party ticket, garnered I percent of the Jewish 
popular vote November 7. 

Popular wisdom had predicted a larger share of the 
Jewish vote for Gore, given the traditional Jewish 
inclination to vote Democratic combined with the 
assumption that some Independent or Republican 
voters might switch parties to see a Jewish vice 
president. 

L~ok whatls happening now •••• At the Gray Academy of Jewish Education 
This column is to bring you, our community, up to date on 
what's been happening at school this fall. 

The Usual 
o HOLIDAY CElEBRATIONS, assemblies, and activities for 

Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot in the Sukkah, 
Tashlich by the river, Simchat Torah 

o GUEST SPEAKERS in Winnipeg from all over the world 
come to talk with the high school kids. A sampling of 
visitors so far this year are: 

• From Israel: Shaul Sapirffelma Margalit on "Historical 
Geography of Jerusalem", Moshe Arens, Former Israeli 
Defense Minister 

o From Winnipeg: Nancy Hughes, Shalom Residences 
o From elsewhere: Rabbi Kelman on "Preparing for the 

High Holidays"; Jack Glazer'S Violin Recital, " A Musical 
Voyage from Spain to India"; Professor Eisner, of the 
University of California on "Dead Sea Scrolls" 

o FiElD TRIPS into the community to learn about our 
world, social and Jewish issues: 
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery; Children's Museum; Manitoba 
Museum; Via Rail; Fire Station; Winnipeg Art Gallery; 
Assinniboine Park Conservatory; MTC's "To Kill 
Mockingbird"; a tour of Winnipeg in French 

o STUDENT VOLUNTEERS have been to Shalom 
Residences, CJA programs, The Sharon Home, Stay Young 
Centre and the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, and·· 
Winnipeg Harvest, and are involved in the Federal 
election. 

• SPECIAL SCHOOL ACTIVITIES getting 'started at this time 
of year include: building bridges with students in our ' 
Partnership 2000 schools in northern Israel; band pro 
gram; rehearsals for "Guys and Dolls"; preparing for the· 
Bible, Math, and Literary contests; cross country, volley 
ball, and basketball teams; intramural sports; and Reach '. 
for the Top te~m preparation 

New this year 
o Shofar Making at Chabad house 
o Bridge Club 
o Crash Hebrew Reading course as part of "Read Hebrew 

North America". 
o Kindergarten and Grade 7 participating in "Take Pride 

Winnipeg" 
o "Baby - Think it Over" - Senior 1 students experience the 

challenges of parenting 
o Senior 2 enrolled in Winnipeg Foundation's "Youth in 

Philanthropy" program in conjunction with the Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba 

o "Bifnim", ~ewsletter started by Jud~ic Studie~~taff . 
o New computers in the computerlab and lib~ary 

watch For,· 
o Openi~g?fanexcitirig new play structijre' .,. 
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At Hillary fete, Jewish supporters cheer their win 

Senior citizens take to the polls at predominantly 
Jewish Century Village retirement community in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. Creilit: Tom BroiliganlJTA. 

The key to the presidency 
may be held by Florida] ews 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JT A) - In the end, the selection of 
the next president of the United States came down in 
many ways to voters in heavily Jewish South Florida. 
And in a major twist, the votes that might have mattered 
most were the ones elderly Jews may have inadvert: 
ently cast for Pat Buchanan, the Reform Party candi
date known for his anti-Israel and anti-Semitic state
ments. 

Florida's 25 electoral votes hung in the balance 
throughout the night November 7, as both AI Gore and 
George W. Bush were declared Florida's winner at 
different points during the night, only to have the Slate 
wind up as the ultimate wild card. With both houses of 
Congress staying Republican for the next two years, 
many Jewish activists, who tend to push a more liberal 
agenda, were looking to the presidential election to 
give them some allies in the Washington power struc
ture. The outcome of the congressional races was 
disappointing to many Jewish groups, who worry that 
many of the legislative issues they were hoping to 
advance in the next Congress will have to wait at least 
another two years. 

Particularly on domestic issues such as hate crimes 
legislation and gun control, the Jewish organizational 
agenda is likely to face the same hurdles they did in the 
106 th Congress. In the wee hours of the morning 
November 8, after the Bush campaign had started 
celebrating and Gore had conceded defeat in a phone 
call to the Texas governor - a call he later retracted - it 
looked like the GOP had accomplished a trifecta, 
control of both houses of Congress and the executive 
branch. But state officials ordered a recount of the 
presidential race in Florida, after seeing it was being 
called by a margin of less than a half of one percent of 
the votes. 

By MICHAEL J. JOR
DAN 

NEW YORK (JTA)
Not surprisingly, the rau
cous Hillary2000 cel
ebration in New York was 
teeming with Jewish sup
porters. What was sur
prising, though, is that 

Hillary Clinton fared 
much worse with the all
important Jewish voting 
bloc - it reportedly con
stituted 14 percent of the 
New York electorate -
than what the conven
tional wisdom suggested 
was necessary for a 

Jews gain seats in Congress, as 
new faces offset some losses 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - One influential 
Jewish representative 
was defeated, one vener
ated Jewish senator re
tired and the number of 
Jewish Republicans may 
have tripled as a result of 
last week's elections. 
Overall, the Jewish pres
ence in Congress will in
crease. with several new 
faces in theHouseofRep
resentatives. The 107th 
Congress will have at 
least 27 Jewish repre
sentatives and at least nine 
senators. The I 06th Con
gress had 23 Jewish rep
resentatives and 11 sena
tors. 

Two House races in 
which Jewish challeng
ers were attempting to 
unseat incumbents, were 
still too close to call No
vember 8, as the nation 
wailed to see whether 
Sen. Joseph Lieberman 
(D-Conn.) would become 
the first-ever Jewish vice 
president. If Lieberman 
does not make it to the 
White House, he will re
turn to the Senate, ensur
ing a Jewish "minyan" in 
the upper chamber. 

tional Relations Commit
tee when he was unseated 
November 7 by Republi
can Rob Simmons. 
Gejdenson has long been 
viewed as a friend to the 
Jewish community and 
particularly strong on Is
rael issues. Jews are los
ing another longtime 
friend on Capitol Hill 
with the retirement of 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
(D-N.1.), who stepped 
down after 18 years. 

His successor, Demo
crat Jon Corzine, who 
poured millions of his 
own dollars into the cam
paign, can thank the ma
jority of the state's 
600,000 Jews who helped 
vote him into office. Two 
other Jewish senators up 
for re-election - Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Cal i f.) and 
Herb Kohl (D-Wisc.) -
both won. Republican 
Jewish numbers in the 
House, meanwhile, were 
expected to increase from 
one to two or three, de
pending on whether Re
publican Dick Zimmer 
succeeded in unseating 
incumbent Democrat 
Rush Holt and regaining 
the seat Zimmer once 
held. 

HILLARY CLINTON: 
She fared much worse 
with Jewish voters than 
expected. 

Democrat to win. 
Three different polls 

said it was 58-41, 56-43 
and 53-45 in Clinton's 
favor, but some pundits 
and pollsters said she 
would need to win at least 
two-thirds. Nevertheless, 
Clinton coasted to a land
mark victory over her 
Republican opponent, 
Rick Lazio, by 56 to 44 
percent. In perhaps the 
most closely watched 
Senate race in the coun
try, Clinton became the 
first lady ever elected to 
public office. 

A media crush of more 
than 500 was on hand at 

the tony Grand Hyatt 
Hotel in Manhattan, and 
thousands and thousands 
of campaign staffers, lo
cal movers-and-shakers 
and ordinary backers 
flowed throughout the 
hotel to celebrate. 

In the grand ballroom 
where CI inton would later 
give her victory speech, 
flanked by the president 
and their daughter. Chel
sea, the crowd was 
packed so tight. the Fire 
Marshal sealed off the 
room to further admit
tance. 
• Hundreds strained to 
get through the metal de
tectors and catch at least 
a glimpse. 

While her victory was 
declared early, later in the 
evening, the festive mood 
was tempered and even 
punctured by the struggle 
of the Gore-Lieberman 
tickel. 

Meanwhile, on the mat
ter of CI inton and "the 
Jewish vote," a canvass
ing of the crowd found 
Jewish opinion plentiful 
and varied. CI inion is ei
ther loved or hated by 
voters, a polarization re
flected ,among Jews as 
well. 
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Results of the outcome were not expected before this 
week. At the center of it all were ballots in Dade, 
Broward 'and Palm Beach counties, which have a large 
Jewish population. Although Jews made up only 5 
percent of Florida's vote, a large bulk of the constitu
ency was from that area, which includes many senior 
citizen communities. 

But a Democratic Jew
ish colleague from 
Lieberman's home state, 
Rep. Sam Gejdenson, will 
not be returning to Con
gress. Gejdenson lost his 
House seat and the im
portant standing as the 
ranking minority mem
ber of the House Interna-

FOR THE VERY BEST OF HEALTHCARE 
IN YOUR HOME OR THE HOSPITAL 

Call Elba Haid at REALCARE today 
Ph. (204) 957-7325 Fax (204) 975-1065 
c·mail: realcarc@cscapc.ca 
Offices a1401· 321 McDcrmol Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3A OA3 

Providing: 
• Alzheimer Care· Palliative Care 

• Post.operativc Care· Stroke Care 
• Long-Term Care· Rehahilitatioll • Respite 

• 'Coming homc' new MOllls and infants 

Provided by: 
.. RN's • LPN'S • Hcalth Care Aides 
• Home Support Workers· Companions 

We offer allarie/)' oJ /}rograms alltl serl!/ces . 
.1,ulillltluaIlYofleslglleci care packages .I'ou help 
creille 10 meet YOllr speclailleecis 

- 24 hour-a-day care, serJlm (/{'ys (l Il'eek 

• F"II·tlme or par/·tlme 
• A/home. III bospital, III 'IIIrslll~ arlci Cilre 

bomes 
• tlcillice on bOlli/a gel/be most Jrom your FREE 

provincial bomccare belleJits 
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Private Duty 
RN's, LPN's, HCA's, HSW's, Childcare Attendants 

Certified Heatthcare Aides 
- personal care and support 
- palliative care specialists 

HOll1e Support .Workers 
- personal hygiene, meal preparation 

light housekeeping, laundry 
- escorts for outings, shopping and 

Dr's appOintments 

Professional Nursing Care 
- during a serious illness 
- following a surgery or a trauma 
- palliative care specialists 
- house calls for dressings and medications 

Nursing Supervisors/Case Managers 
- providing assistance to determine care needs 
- coordination of individually deSigned 
care programs with provincial homecare 
benefits and insured services 

All Staff are Qualified and Experienced 
Bonded and Insured 
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