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World Jewish news 

Reform Judaism earning recognition 
after a decade in former Soviet Union 
By LEV 
GORODETSKY 

MOSCOW (JTA)-In 
1985, Jews launched the 
Reform movement in the 
Soviet Union under a 
shroud of secrecy. "We 
organized an under
ground gathering to cel
ebrate the Jewish New 
Year because people did 
not want to go to the state
controlled synagogue. 
We had no shofar and I 
took a deer hom" and I 

"drilled and sawed it 
myself," Reform Jewish 
leader Rabbi Zinovy 
Kogan told JT A. 

As Reform Jewish lead
ers from across the former 
Soviet Union gathered 
with their compatriots 
from around the world 
two weeks ago in a spa
cious Moscow hotel to 
celebrate 10 years of "of
ficial" progressive 
Judaism, as Reform 
Judaism is known in 

Poland charges first man in 
25 years with Nazi crimes 
By RUTH E. GRUBER 

WARSAW (JTA) - A 77-year-old man has been 
charged with Nazi collaboration during the Holocaust 
in the first such case in Poland in more than 25 years. 
Polish prosecutors November 3 identified the man only 
as Henryk M. of Szczecin in northwest Poland, accus
ing him of "taking part in acts of genocide" at the 
Chelrnno death camp from December 1941 until April 
1943. 

Henryk M. was charged with "beating those impris
oned, stripping them of valuables, clothes and other 
belongings and leading them to wagons which served 
as gas chambers." The man, who denied the charges 
against him, could face a life sentence if convicted. "I 
was acting under pressure, and I was only 16 then," the 
Polish news agency PAP quoted him as saying. The 
case marks the first time in Poland that a Pole has faced 
such charges since 1973. 

It is the first time such a charge has been brought by 
the government's new National Remembrance Insti
tute. 

The institute was set up earlier this year to investigate 
Nazi-and Communist-era crimes by examining secret 
police files and other documents. Chelmno was the site 
of the first Nazi death camp in Poland. As early as 1941, 
Jews, many ofthem from the Lodz Ghetto, were killed 
by being sealed in closed trucks hooked up to exhaust 
fumes. 

much of the world, they 
had no such problem. 

Now, there is no need 
to worship clandestinely 
- and the Reform move
ment, particularly since 
the fall of Soviet commu
n ism in 1991, has spread 
across the former Soviet 
Union. 

There are now more 
than 90 congregations 
across the former Soviet 
Union, according to 
Kogan, mainly in Russia 
and Ukraine. Reform 
Jewish worshipers now. 
live everywhere from 
Kaliningrad, a Russian 
enclave inside Germany, 
to a community in 
Murmansk that, accord
ing to a Reform Jewish 
leader, is theJewishcom
munity closest to the 
North Pole. 

Their efforts are being 
recognized. When th,e 
longtime Orthodox chief 
rabbi of Russia, Adolph 
Shayevich, told the Re
form delegation, "We 
can't rebuild Russian 
Jewry without you," the 
response was enthusias
tic. 

"We have never heard 
such a sympathetic state
ment from a chief rabbi 
of any country. We wel
come Shayevich's wis
dom in appreciating that. 
without progressive 
Judaism there is no world 
Jewry and no possibility 
to recreate Russian Jew
ish life," said Rabbi 

Ammiel Hirsch, the ex
ecutive director of 
ARZNWorid Union, the 
umbrella organization for 
Reform Jewry in the 
United States. 

But freedom and 
growth have broughttheir 
share of problems. A lack 
of qualified rabbis is one. 
I! is difficult, said Austin 
Beutel, the president of 
the World Union for Pro
gressive Judaism, to per
suade rabbis and other 
Western-trained Jewish 
professionals to move to 
Russia and lead a com
munity. 

In an effort to solve this 
problem, last fall in Mos
cow the movement 
opened an institution for 
training social workers 
and community leaders, 
headed by Chaim Ben
Yaakov, a Russian-born 
progressive rabbi. 

The next step is under 
discussion - opening a 
rabbinical seminary in 
Moscow similar to the 
one run by the Conserva
tive movement in Hun
gary. But even then the 
problem of keeping the 
graduates in Russia will 
stay. 

"We can't act the way 
Chabad does. They are 
an army. An emissary just 
gets his orders and goes 
to a Siberian city to settle 
there. Reform Judaism, 
either to its credit or oth
erwise, does not have an 
army," says Beutel. 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIE 

Budapest cemetery defaced 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Vandals damaged more than 

50 tombstones in Budapest's largest Jewish cemetery. 
Jewish leaders issued a statement after incident two 
weekends ago saying they lack sufficient personnel to 
guard the cemetery. 

Finland sorry for extraditing Jews 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Finland officially apologized 

to the country's Jewish community for extraditing 
eight Jews to Nazi Germany during World War II. 
Paavo Lipponen made the apology at a commemora
tion in Helsinki marking the 58th anniversary of the 
event. In general, Finland protected its 2,000 Jewish 
nationals during World War II. 

French Jew blasts premier 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The leader of a group repre

senting France's secular Jews told his country's prime 
minister that France has a one-sided approach toward 
the Middle East. "The least we should expect from our 
own French leaders is they should listen to and try to 
understand what Israel's representatives have to say," 
Henri Hajdenberg said to Lionel Jospin at a banquet 
held November 4 for CRIF, a Jewish umbrella organi
zation. 

Israel accepts rescuers' relatives 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The children and grandchil

dren of non-Jews who helped rescue Jews during the 
Holocaust will be able to work in Israel for up to two 
years. Israel Radio reported that the decision by Isra
el's Interior Ministry was taken after several descend
ants of Righteous Gentiles were detained in Israel as 
illegal workers. 

Project targets blacks, Jews 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A new project is trying to 

improve black-Jewish relations on U.S. college cam
puses. The program, which is sponsored by the Anti
Defamation League and Hillel:' The Foundation for 
Jewish Campus Life, features dialogue centered around 
a new PBS documentary, "From Swastika to Jim 
Crow." 

Panel: Yahoo! can block access 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Yahoo! can block French 

Internet users from accessing Nazi items on its auction 
sites, a panel of experts recommended to a French 
court. The panel was charged with coming up with a 
solution to block the items in response to a petition by 
anti-racist groups to enforce a French ban on the sale 
and trading of Nazi objects. The court is expected to 
rule on the issue later this month. 

Queen visits wounded Jew 
LONDON (JTA) - England's Queen Elizabeth vis

ited a Jewish man stabbed on a bus in London in mid
October in an incident believed to be related to the 
violence in the Middle East. An Algerian man is 
charged with attempted murder in the attack on David 
Myers, 20, who was stabbed more than 20 times. Myers 
is now recovering at home. 

Australian shul attacked 
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) - Prayer shawls were 

set afire during an arson at a synagogue in Sydney, 
Australia. The November I blaze at the Roscoe Street 
Shule was the most serious of at least three anti-Semitic 
incidents reported in Australia two weeks ago. 

Pole charged with Nazi murders 
NEW YORK (JT A) -A 77-year-old Polish man was 

charged with Nazi collaboration during the Holocaust. 
Polish prosecutors November 3 identified the man only 
as Henryk M. of Szczecin in northwest Poland, accus
ing him of "taking part in acts of genocide" at the 
Chelmno death camp from December 1941 until April 
1943. 

Canadian synagogues firebombed 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Two synagogues in the Cana

dian province of Alberta were firebombed earlier this 
month. No onecIaimedresponsibility, authorities said. 
Synagogue officials in Edmonton blamed anti-Semitism 
for the attacks, part of a growing number of incidents 
targeted at Jewish institutions in Canada and other 
countries in recent weeks as tensions continue in the 
Middle East. 

World Jewish news 

Around the Jewish world 

Czech town's lost Jewish community 
remembered through shul restoration 
By MAGNUS 
BENNETT 

PRAGUE (JT A) - A 
260-year-old Czech syna
gogue that was set to be 
flattened by bulldozers 10 
years ago has reopened 
as a lasting memorial to a 
town's lost Jewish com
munity. In June 1942, all 
45 Jewish inhabitants of 
Ledec were transported 
by the Nazis to Terezin 
transit camp - also known 
by the German name 
Theresienstadt - and later 
to Minsk in Belarus. 

The transport was re
prisal for the assassina
tion in PragueofSS leader 
Reinhard Heydrich. None 
ever returned. After the 
Jewish community was 
destroyed, the synagogue 
was used as a warehouse 

Workers who restored the synagogue at Ledec in 
the Czech Republic were surprised to find, after 
scraping away soot, some original floral patterns 
dating back to the synagogue's construction in 
1739. They also found extracts of Psalm 29 in He
brew. JTA photo courtesy of Frallt;sek Pleva. 

convert the synagogue pee ted to become a tour-
into an exhibition and ist attraction as the oldest 
concert venue. It is ex- historical site in the town. 
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South Africa tells Jewish leaders 
it harbors no pro-Palestinian bias 
By SUZANNE BELLING 

JOHANNESBURG (JTA) - Jewish 
leaders here are concerned that the South 
African government has a pro-Palestin
ian bias in the ongoing Middle East 
conflict. After the ruling the African 
National Congress organized a Pales
tin ian solidarity demonstration in Cape 
Town last month, officials from the South 
Africa Jewish Board of Deputies met 
with Foreign Ministry officials in Preto
ria to discuss their concerns. 

"We were given a wonderfully warm 
reception," the board's national chair
man, Russell Gaddin, said after the re
cent meeting. "Their foremost agenda is 
Middle East peace, and they want to be 
even-handed." Gaddin also said the del
egation was assured that "any anti-Is
rael feeling pertaining to Israel's links 
with the 01d South African government 
was yesterday's history." 

After the meeting, ministry officials 
and Jewish leaders issued a statement 

that both parties "make an earnest ap
peal to both the Muslim and Jewish 
communities in South Africa not to let 
the Middle East conflict lead to distur
bances in South Africa. "Any statements, 
protests and demonstrations in favor of 
either side should be peaceful and non
provocative. We appeal to both sides in 
South Africa to ensure that their support 
for what happens in the Middle East 
should not inflame passions in ourcoun
try and should ensure that civil peace 
will prev ai I." 

The ongoing violence was the subject 
of a heated debate two weeks ago in the 
ParI iament, where some legislators were 
highly critical of Israel's role in the 
clashes. Gaddin later said he was "very 
disappointed" the debate ever took place. 
"To have such a debate was nothing less 
than opportunism to try and catch Mus
lim votes, particularly in Cape Town." 
where municipal elections are to be held 
in early December, Gaddin said .. 

to store paper and later 
cement. As time passed, 
its condition worsened to 
the point where the local 
authorities decided to 
knock it down and build a 
bus station on the spot. 

Anita Neville, Liberal in Winnipeg South 

But in 1990, it was 
saved by monument en
thusiast and photographer 
Frantisek Pleva, who per
suaded the Czech Minis
try of Culture to desig
nate the building as a cul
tural monument. "I am 
not Jewish myself. It sim
ply seemed to me a waste 
of a. cultural monument. 
It is important to preserve 
because it is a memorial 
to the community that 
lived here," Pleva said. 
According to Pleva, the 
Jewish community al
ways got along well with 
Ledec's other residents. 
"Jews lived together with 
Czechs without any prob
lems," he said. "The lo-
cal Jewish plumber used 
to play cards with the 
mayor who wasn't a 
Jew." 

Pleva formed an asso
ciation with three friends 
to buy the building from 
a construction company 
for $250 U.S. But realiz
ing they didn't have the 
money to restore the 
building, in 1996 they 
handed it over to Prague's 
Jewish community, 
which was happy to take 
on the project. "This vil
lage synagogue is one of 
the few remaining of its 
type," said Prague Jew
ish leader Jiri Danicek. 
"Its age is very signifi
cant and it is concrete 
evidence of Jewish his
tory in the area." 

With the support of the 
local town council, an 
$80,000 U.S. restoration 
project was launched to 

A nita Neville is the 
Liberal candidate 
for Winnipeg 

South Centre in this 
month's federal elec
tion. 

Born in the North 
. End, Anita Neville was 
10 years old when her 
parents moved the fam
ily to River Heights. It 
was in this community 
that she attended 
school, raised her own 
family of three daugh
ters and continues to 
live today. 

Stepping into the 
place of a representa
tive like Lloyd 
Axworthy is a daunt
ing prospect, but Anita 
Neville is a well-re-

spected Winnipegger in 
her own right. Over the 
years, people in Winni
peg have come to know 
Anita for her tenacious 
spirit and dedicated re
solve. As she says, "I have 
learned to pick my issues 
and when there's some
thing I feel very strong 
about, I will push it to the 
limit." In 1986 she was 
elected as a School Trus
tee for Winnipeg School 
Division No. I. When 
important issues came up, 
Winn ipeggers al ways 
heard Anita speak out for 
her community and for 
common sense. 

Anita's community 
commitment and compe-

tence can be seen in her 
twenty-plus years of ex
perience in public and 
educational administra
tion and serv ice: 

Economic Develop
ment Consultant with the 
Manitoba Government, 
1 995-present 

Executive Director -
Employment and Train
ing Program - Winnipeg 
Core Area Initiative 

Winnipeg School Di
vision Board Member -
elected five terms and 
served as chair of the 
Board of Trustees and 
Chair of the Finance 
Committee, 1986-present 

Canadian School Board 
Association - Member 
for the National Pilot 

Project on Race Relations 
and Employment Equity 

City of Winnipeg, 
Community and Race 
Rela"tions Committee, 
Chair of the Coordinat
ing Committee for Racial 
Harmony and Education 
Sub-Committee, 1990-
1995 

Winnipeg Jewish Child 
and Family Services 

Women's Endowment 
Fund, Jewish Foundation 
of Manitoba 

Canadian Delegation
Elections in Bosnia - In
tern a tiona I Observer, 
1995 

Rossbrook House -
Executive and Member 
of the Board of Directors, 
1983-1990 

Volunteered for: Ca
nadian Congress for 
Learning Opportunities 
for Women, Health Sci
ences Centre - Child 
Protection Centre, 
United Way of Winni
peg, Children's House 
of Winnipeg and Par
ent Advisory Commit
tees. 

Anita Neville is seek
ing the support of Win
n ipeg South Centre vot
ers in the November 
27th Federal Election. 
You can contact her 
campaign at her head-
quarters at 729 
Corydon Avenue 
(phone 988-9170). 
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