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Israeli news 

Behind the headlines 

Anguished families plead case of their kidnapped sons 
By MICHAEL J. JOR
DAN 

NEW YORK (JTA)
Haim and Edna A vraham 
arrived in New York last 
week armed with more 
than palpable anguish for 
their kidnapped son, 
Binyamin. On the floor 
of their midtown Man
hattan hotel room was a 
cardboard box stuffed 
with 30,000 blue and 
white bumper stickers, 
printed poignantly with: 
"Mom's home, waiting." 
The stickers, for anyone 
who'll take one, list the 
names of three Israeli sol
diers - Benny A vraham, 
20; Adi Avitan, 20; and 
Omar Souad, 27. 

Hezbollah abducted the 
trio October 7 during a 
routine Israeli army check 
of the northern border 
with Lebanon and has not 
been heard from since. 
Their families were in the 
United States last week 
to highlight the fate of 
their sons in meetings 
with American politi
cians, Jewish leaders and, 
possibly, UN officials, 
Israeli investigators 
found blood at the site 
where the Israelis were 
abducted, leading them to 
believe that at least one 
of the soldiers was in
jured. "I beg of everyone 
to help: I don't want any
thing else in the world 
but to know the condition 
of my son, and that these 
three boys are okay," 
KhadraSouad, the mother 
ofOmarand 11 otherchil
dren, said November 6 
during an interview at the 
hotel, just hours after they 
stepped off the plane. 

Omar, a Bedouin from 
the village of Wadi 
Salameh, is the only one 
of the three who is mar
ried. He has two children, 
aged 3 and 5. Israel has 
offered a prisoner ex
change with Hezbollah, 
but the Syria-and Iran
backed militants have not 
responded, said Lt. Col. 
Rina Idan, the Israel De
fence Force's liaison to 

Parents of abducted Israeli soldier Binyamin Avraham, Edna, left, and Haim, 
standing left, listen to Ambassador Shmuel Sisso, right, at a news conference 
with Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), second from right, in New York. The 
families of the three soldiers kidnapped by Hezbollah are in the United States 
to plead the cases of their SODS. Credit: David Karp photo, courtesy the Consulate 
General of Israel in New York. 

the families who accom
panied the group on their 
weeklong visit. "Israel 
has sent a clear message 
that we are willing to ne
gotiate, but the letter has 
not been answered," Idan 
said. The case of a fourth 
Israeli, a businessman 
kidnapped in mid-Octo
ber, is being handled 
separately, said Idan. He 
is a civilian, while the 
other three are soldiers. 

Meanwhile, the IDF 
northern command is now 
on high alert, amid warn
ings that Hezbollah may 
be about to launch a mas
sive attack near the con
fluence of the Israeli, 
Lebanese and Syrian bor
ders. In response, Israeli 
warplanes reportedly vio
lated Lebanese airspace 
last week and landed two 
helicopter gunships in a 
southern village. Israeli 
officials confirmed the 
incident, saying it was 
intended to protectIsraeli 
security in the wake of 
the soldiers' kidnappings. 

As for the three fami
lies, Israeli officials in 
New York invited them 
to the United States to 
"open a second front," in 
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Bumper sticker being distributed by the families of 
the kidnapped Israeli soldiers. Credit: JTA. 

the words of one Israeli 
official, to publicize their 
cause, condemn 
Hezbollah's tactics and 
use diplomatic channels 
to apply pressure on 
Syria, Lebanon, Iran and 
the United Nations. "To
day it's Israeli soldiers, 
tomorrow it could be 
American soldiers," said 
Haim A vraham, whose 
family resides in Bnai 
Brak, near Tel Aviv. "One 
day our sons were stolen, 
and we want them back." 

During their stay; they 
were meeting with U.S. 
politicians, including Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D
N.Y.), and first lady 
Hillary Clinton, the Con
ference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish 
Organizations and the 
New York Jewish Com
munity Relations Coun
cil. They are also plan
ning to attend the United 

Jewish Communities ' 
General Assembly, sched
uled to begin over two 
weekends ago in Chicago. 

In particular, the group 
hoped to exhort the 
United Nations, which 
has been perceived as 
being historically hostile 
to Israel, to wield its in
fluence. Israel believes 
that the United Nations 
bears special responsibil
ity since it was the world 
body that for 22 years had 
demanded Israel's with
drawal from southern 
Lebanon. When Israel did 
withdraw in May, the 
United Nations moved in 
a peacekeeping force to 
monitor the border. The 
three soldiers were ab
ducted while a UN patrol 
reportedly cowered in its 
post nearby. 
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UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan recently tried 
to negotiate a release with 
Hezbollah officials, ap
parently to no avail. The 
appeal for intervention 
and release should be 
based on more than hu
manitarian grounds, said 
another of the fathers, 
Ya'acov Avitan of 
Tiberias. "The mitzvot of 
releasing prisoners is one 
of the greatest mitzvot of 
Judaism, and also of the 
Islamic faith," said 
Avitan, whose family 
emigrated from Morocco. 
"So this is not only a hu
manitarian issue, but a 
religious issue." 
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Suicide ship bombing fails 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - A Palestinian attempted to 

blow up an Israeli navy ship off the coa~t of the Gaza 
Strip in what the navy called a fumbled suicide bomb
ing. The man blew up his fishing boat November 6 
when Israeli sailors on a patrol boat approached to 
investigate. The blast killed the man and sank his boat 
without causing Israeli casualties, the navy said. A 
navy official said the bomber' apparently approached 
the ship from Egypt. . 

Shots fired at Israeli children 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Palestinian gunmen fired 

shots at an Israeli bus bringing children home from 
school near the Jewish settlement ofKfar Darom in the 
Gaza Strip. Bullets hit the bus, but no one was injured 
in the November 7 attack. 
Palestinians release most-wanted man 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The man who tops Israel's 

most-wanted list of terrorists was released from a 
Palestinian jail, according to the self-rule govern
ment's police chief. Israeli security officials have 
warned that Mohammed Deif may already be planning 
terrorist attacks. 

Arafat: I'll press for UN force 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Palestinian Authority Presi

dent Yasser Arafat said he would continue to press for 
a UN peacekeeping force in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip even though President Clinton rejected the idea. 
Arafat said November 7 that he had asked for UN 
peacekeepers more than a week ago, adding, "It's the 
right of every country that is being exposed to aggres
sion." Clinton told a Chicago radio station November 
6 that Israel's opposition to such a force means "it can't 
happen." Offering a similar view, UN Secretary-Gen
eral Kofi Annan said November 7 the United Nations 
would need Israel's agreement before it could deploy 
the peacekeepers. . 

Envoy ready to call it quits 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) - The man who has been the 

U.S. State Department's point man in Middle East 
negotiations for almost a decade said he will call it quits 
when the Clinton administration leaves office. Sound
ing a bit discouraged, Dennis Ross said November 6, "I 
have done this job for a long time and I must consider 
the impact on my family. I don't intend to stay on in the 
next administration." Ross added that the violence that 
has wracked the West Bank and Gaza Strip has "cre
ated on both sides a sense of betrayal, mistrust and 
psychic wounds that will take a long time to heal." 

U.S. citizens in Israel cast ballots 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - American citizens in Israel 

can for the first time cast "last-minute" ballots in the 
U.S. elections by fax from the U.S. Embassy in Tel 
Aviv or the consulate in Jerusalem. An embassy spokes
man said U.S. citizens wishing to vote by fax must 
already be registered in the United States. 

Israeli helicopters land in Lebanon 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Two Israeli helicopter gun

ships landed in a village in southern Lebanon while 
five others patrolled overhead. Lebanon's president 
called the November 6 incident "an act of war and 
military aggression." Israel's army said the action was 
aimed at protecting Israel's security after Hezbollah 
gunmen abducted three soldiers across the border in 
October. 

Paper: Security officials met 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israeli and Palestinian secu

rity officials met last week in Cairo to discuss ways to 
restore calm in the territories, the Israeli daily Ha' aretz 
reported. During the meeting, the head of the Palestin
ian preventive security service, Jibril Rajoub, prom
ised no more shots would be fired at Jerusalem's Gilo 
neighborhood, the paper reported. 

Palestinians pledge on kids 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The Palestinian Authority 

said it is taking steps to stop youths under the age of 16 
from taking part in demonstrations that could lead to 
clashes with Israeli troops. In a letter to the human 
rights group B'Tselem, Palestinian Authority official 
Yasser Abed Rabbo said the self-rule authority was 
carrying out a safety campaign in schools to stop 
children from taking part in the protests. 
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Dalia Rabin-Pelossof, Yuval Rabin and Ehud Barak. Copyright: {srallet. 

Five years after Rabin death, 
Israel wonders what he'd do now 
By NAOMI 
SEGAL 

JERUSA
LEM (JTA) -
Israel last week 
held state ob
servances mark
ing the fifth an
niversary of the 
assassination of 
Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, 
whose peace ef
forts with the 
Palestinians 
have been shat
tered by the on
going violence in 
the territories. 

Part of the young audience November 6 listening to Ehud 
Barak. In the foreground Dalia Itzik and Ephraim Sneh. 
Copyright: Isranet. 

Flags flew at half mast 
November 2 as the state 
marked the day, accord
ing to the Hebrew calen
dar, when Yigal Amir, a 
right-wing nationalist 
opposed to conceding 
land to the Palestinians, 
shot Rabin as he left a 
rally in Tel Aviv. 

At a graveside memo
rial ceremony at Jerusa
lem's Mount Herzl cem
etery, Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak said the mur
derer would never be 
granted amnesty. "I 
swear, and swear for all 

the presidents of Israel, 
and prime ministers and 
justice ministers who are 
here and who will come, 
that we will never forget 
and never pardon" the 
murder, Barak declared. 
"He will rot in jail until 
his last day." 

The memorial day 
came as violence esca
lated in the territories. The 
Fatah Tanzim vowed to 
extract revenge for Isra
el's killing earlier.in the 
day of a senior Tanzim 
militia leader, when the 
car he was traveling in 

Rabin assassin has no regrets 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Yitzhak Rabin's assassin 

says his only regret is that he did not kill the Israeli 
prime minister before the Oslo peace accords with the 
Palestinians were signed. Yigal Amir spoke November 
6 to the media before a court hearing on the state's 
request to keep the right -wing nationalist separate from 
other jail prisoners: 

"I have no intention of seeking a pardon or amnesty, 
and I don't want anyone to ask for it on my behalf. I did 
what I did to prevent something," .said Amir. Amir 
made his comments two days after an estimated 150,000 
people took part in a memorial rally in Tel Aviv to mark 
the fifth anniversary of Rabin 's the assassination. Amir 
shot Rabin as the prime minister left a peace rally on 
November 4, 1995. 

During the hearing, a prison authority official said 
easing Ainir's conditions and allowing him contact 
with other prisoners could endanger his life. The offi
cial·said that while recent memorial services for Rabin 
were taking place, several other prisoners had threat
ened to behead Amir. 

near Bethlehem was rock
eted by an Israeli heli
copter. Several other Pal
estinians were wounded. 
Israel said the official, 
Hussein Abayad, was re
sponsible for the killing 
of two Israeli soldiers and 
the wounding of a border 
policeman in the recent 
violence, as well as for 
the Palestinian shooting 
attacks on the Jerusalem 
neighborhood ofGilo and 
the Rachel's Tomb area. 

Barak, who sees him
self as following in 
Rabin's footsteps, won
dered how his mentor 
would deal with the situ
ation today. "We try to 
guess, what would he 
have said today. How 
would he respond," Barak 
said, vowing to uphold 
Rabin's pursuit of both 
peace and security. "If we 
are persistent, without 
veering from daily head
lines or passing moods," 
he said, and remember 
"the thousands of years 
of history behind us," the 
day will come when "we 
can assemble here, oppo
site this place of rest of 
Yitzhak Rabin, and say, 
'Yitzhak, your work has 
been completed ... your 
way has won,' " Barak 
said. 
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Leah Rabin, 72, picked up 
slain husband's peace torch 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- Leah Rabin, widow of 
assassinated Prime Min
ister Yitzhak Rabin and a 
leading proponent of the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process, has died at 72 
after losing a battle with 
lung cancer. 

"The Middle East has 
lost a friend of peace,'; 
President Clinton said in 
a statement issued after 
she died November 12. 
"The work to which she 
and Yitzhak dedicated 
their lives must and will 
continue." Rabin stood by 
her husband throughout 
his military and political 
careers, and she champi
oned his peace policies 
after his assassination five 
years ago.' 

Her illnLss prevented 
her from taking part in 
memorial ceremonies last 
week marking the fifth 
anniversary of her hus
band's assassination. She 
died November 12 sur
rounded by family mem
bers. Rabin confirmed 
earlier this year that she 
had lurig cancer and was 
recently hospitalized af
ter complaining of chest 
pains. She is survived by 
two children, Dalia 
Rabin-Pelossof, a lawyer 
who now serves in the 
Knesset, and Yuval, who 
founded a peace group 
after the assassination and 
now represents an Israeli 
software firm in the 
United States. She also 
leaves behind three 
grandchildren. 

A prominent and some
times controversial fig
ure in Israeli society, 
Rabin was born Leah 
Schlossberg in 1928 in 
Germany. The day after 
Hitler rose to power, her 
family immigrated to 
what was then called Pal
estine. She grew up in Tel 
A viv and at the age of 15 
met Yitzhak Rabin, then 
21 years old. 

Leah Rabin once de
scribed the encounter as 
love at first sight, their 
eyes locking as they stood 
near an ice cream stand 
on a Tel Aviv street. The 
two married during the 
1948 War of Independ
ence. She staunchly sup
ported Yitzhak through
out his army career, his 
posting as U.S. ambassa
dor to Washington and 
while he served as prime 
minister and defense min
ister. 

In 1977, he stepped 
down as prime minister 
after it was discovered 

as world 
leaders 
came to pay 
their re
spects. 

W hen 
Netanyahu 
was elected . . . 
pnmemmlS-

LEAH RABIN: "A friend of 
peace," President Bill Clinton said 
after her death last week. 

ler in 1996, 
she threat
ened to pack 
her bags and 
leave the 
country. 
Following 
her hus
band's as
sassination, 
Rabin took 
up the torch 
for peace, 
becoming a 

that Leah had maintained 
a U.S. bank account while 
he was posted in Wash
ington - a violation of 
Israeli currency regula
tions at the time. She was 
later fined for the offense, 
which prompted her crit
ics to accuse her of sabo
taging her husband's po
litical career. 

Leah was long known 
for speaking her mind 
plainly. Following her 
husband's 1995 assassi
nation, she accused then
opposition leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu of 
cultivating an atmosphere 
of incitement that led up 
tQ the slaying. Rabin re
fused to shake 
Netanyahu's hand at her 
husband's funeral, where 
she sat with silent dignity 

fierce advo
cateofhis legacy. In Sep
tember, she told an Is
raeli newspaper that 
"Yitzhak is surely turn
ing in his grave," accus
ing Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak of not following 
on her husband's path 
toward peace. 

Nava Barak. the wife 
of the current prime min
ister, addressed the disa
greement from her hotel 
suite in Chicago, where 
the General Assembly of 
U.S. Jewish leaders is 
being held this week. 
There are "different ways 
to achieve peace," Nava 
Barak said. "If there was 
a disagreement about the 
way, that's not important. 
What is important is that 
we all pursue the path of 
peace." 
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