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Israeli news'/ Noah Witman's Yiddish column 

Up, up and away 
Veterinary surgeon Yonatan Peres, son of former 
prime minister Shimon Peres, releasing a bittern 
into the wild at the Ramat Gan Safari Park Novem
ber 7. Copyright: lsranet. 

Due to Israel's geographic position in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, millions of migrating birds fly over the 
region every year on their way to and from northern 
Europe to the African continent. Each season hundreds 
of these birds are found all over Israel, either suffering 
from exhaustion or injured. Where ever possible, the 
birds are collected and taken to veterinary centers 
around the country for rest or treatment. 

Behind the headlines 
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Crisis harms Israel's economy -and some warn it could get worse 
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By A VI MACHLIS 
JERUSALEM (JT A) 

- With images of violence 
in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip flashing across 
television screens around 
the world, it did not take 
long for Israel's tourism 
industry to start feeling 
the pinch. 

Hotel occupancy has 
plummeted at lightning 
speed, Ben-Gurion Air
port is deserted and taxi 
drivers and tour guides 
have lost a big chunk of 
their income as cancella
tions of planned trips have 
flowed in. 

about 2 percent in each of 
the last 3 years. This year, 
just before the crisis broke 
out, Israel's Central Bu
reau of Statistics esti
mated the economy 
would grow at a robust 
rate of 5.8 percent. 

Despite the impact on 
tourism and other indus
tries, especially those that 
rely on Palestinian 
laborers, the crisis is un
likely to harm economic 
growth in the Jewish state 
this year because there is 
often a lag between po
litical instability and eco

An Israeli soldier prepares to fire rubber bullets at 
Palestinians in Ramallah during violent clashes 
after Friday prayers November 3. Credit: Brian 
HendlerIJTA. 

But late last month, 
when the government 
presented its budget and 
economic forecasts for 
2001, it lowered its pro
jections for economic 
growth next year from 5 
percent to between 4 and 
4.5 percent. At the same 
time, in anticipation of 
massive layoffs in tour
ism and other industries, 
it raised unemployment 
forecasts from 8.1 per
cent to 8.4 percent. 

Oded Tira, president of 
the Manufacturers Asso
ciation, an umbrella 
group for the business 
sector, said reducing un
employment will become 
more difficult if the crisis 
begins to eat away at eco
nomic growth. 
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nomic fallout. 
Since the crisis broke 

out at the beginning of 
the fourth quarterof2000, 
its impact on this year's 
overall statistics will be 
limited. But, say business 
experts, next year could 
be a different story. "The 
tourism industry is al
ways the first industry to 
be affected all year round 
from the geopolitical situ
ation, and safety and se
curity are the main pillars 
for the industry," said 
Abraham Rosental, chair
man of the Israel Hotel 
Association. 

"We have been in crisis 
before, but this time it is 
different because nobody 
knows exactly how far it 
is going to go and when it 
will end." Before the cri
sis, Israel was on course 
for 3 million tourist ar
rivals, which Israel had 
promoted as part of the 

Christian millennial year. 
It was expected to be a 
record year for the indus
try, which makes up about 
3 percent of the Israeli 
economy. 

Now, at least 10,000 of 
the hotel industry's 
35,000 employees are at 
risk of losing their jobs, 
as are many more work
ers in other tourism-re
lated fields. In the short 
term, Rosental' s only 
hope is that Jews around 
the world will choose to 
show solidarity with Is
rael by visiting. "We hope 
we will see a movement 
of more Jews, which is 
why we are sending a big 
delegation to the G.A.," 
he said, referring to the 
federation movement's 
annual gathering, the 
General Assembly, 
scheduled to begin No
vember I 0 in Chicago. 

But even if large num
bers of Jewish tourists 
sudden I y order sol idari ty 
packages with Israel, it 
will not be able to pre-

vent the crisis affecting 
other areas of the 
economy. 

Other industries al
ready hit hard include 
construction and agricul
ture. Even though these 
sectors have increasingly 
relied on foreign labor 
during the past few years, 
Palestinians still made up 
a big part of the 
workforce. Now, with the 
West Bank and GazaStrip 
sealed, many kibbutzim 
and other agricul tural set
t�ements have no means 
of harvesting, and build
ing contractors are often 
without enough man
power to complete 
projects. 

All of this has happened 
just as the Israeli 
economy was finally pull
ingoutofa four-yeareco
nomic slowdown. Gross 
domestic product, which 
measures all goods and 
services produced in an 
economy - and is the main 
indicator of overall eco
nomic health - has grown 

Some economic offi
cials add that Israel should 
count its blessings. The 
economy is in better 
shape than ever before, 
with strong growth and 
low inflation of about 1 
percent. 

"This does not mean 
we will not be affected if 
the unrest continues," 
said .A.vi Ben-Bassat, di
rector general ofIsrael's 
Finance Ministry. "But 
we are entering this pe
riod with a stronger 
economy than ever be
fore, and that will enable 
us to endure more eas
i1y." On November 6, the 
Tel Aviv Stock Exchange 
inched higher for a fourth 
straight session, a period 
in which the index of the 

. top 1 00 stocks climbed a 
total of8 percent to 498.8. 

?:::1"" l"T O'?)Oillill). 0') ij] ON:1 iN' 20 TN,IllTON:l 

O~N O'N l1l7~ TN ,iNPOll Oll)"lll N Oji)"illl TN 

'11 ON" ,'Nilll' 1'0 illi"O::lNi:::1l1l O'Ni'?)n ,P'TN:::1 
lNTillO NTN ,1:::1l1llll:>N 0') 'N?))"ji i'?) "T ON:1 

1'jil'N:::1"" l"T O~'T1"iN TN O'i' 'N?') l"Nll1"lIlillT'N 

ill~O)lI ,1'?)'):::1 T'N m, TN llliO,l" O'?) lI111Ni' 0011 l'N 
O)N:1 illiO'?) i'?) 00"" l1N 0') i'?) 'T 

O~'Till?')'~ 1~""~ pN l"iN l'N O'i', 10iNi:ji)"'N 
,1I0NO illi'" O"iill~ 'HN Oji)'O ,illO::lNO l"T OiKi 

1"iN l'N 0'i',10iN1 -pm'N O'?) T"':::10ill:>0)1I l'N 
iN) , 0') Oilli, iill illil'J"N ill Ol" ,ij]?)'~ K l'N 

llION) ,1i'~N~ P" O'N O'iN l'N1" O'?) lItllNi' 'iOOll 

TN ON 1" O'?) lI111Njill:::1'lIT 'i 0011 l'N,O') :::1N" l'N 
TN·ll1"lIl l"OIll)Ni:::1 1'?)'):::1 T'N O"i' -::lll')lITillO 
:1!:linN T'N Oll ON" ,lNi'T-1I01l 3lill)1I111 1N) :::1N:1 

.1'''~'lIi "'~N 

,O'N :::1N:1 TN,O"i'::lll')lITill:> lIi"i)lI""~ N 111"lIl 

. 0JlIi'lIl 10011:::1?)N i'?) l'T O::lNi 

"O"TN Oilli'?) :::1"N TN ,0"01ll1'N :::1N:1 t'J'0 C'~ 
lIill'lIi')'O 'i l'''~illilll''lIl :::1m 1"?) T'N ,m'lI?') 
N n?')N:::1 ,i" N l'Oi":::1l1iN'i' N l:::1N:1 i'N 011" ,O"T 
l'N '11" omN Olli ill:::1-N,nmion 1I0"ilO'?) ,')lI111T 
lI111'i" '::l'lITN 1N)111?') 0?')1I) ", ,111ji)"111l l)N,,)')N' 

·10::lN)illi~"N 

i: 

Israeli news 

Isr~el 's foreign minister predicts return to talks 
By MARK J. JOFFE . 

NEW YORK (JTA)
Now is the "moment of 
truth for Palestinians to 
decide if they want an 
agreement" with Israel, 
the Jewish state's foreign 
minister, Shlomo Ben
Ami, said during a visit 
here two weeks ago. 

But what if the Pales
tinians decide they really 
do not want an agreement 
with Israel if it means 
making painful compro
mises on Jerusalem? 
President Clinton was 
scheduled to meet at the 

SHLOMO BEN-AMI: 
"We need to believe 
there is a possibility" 
for a settlement. 

fensive blocs" to protect 
the settlements. 

On the other hand, if 
the peace talks do some
how get restarted, what is 
the likelihood that a set
tlement can be achieved, 
given the violence of the 
past two months? Is there 
any hope of reaching an 
agreement on Jerusalem, 
given the hardening of 
positions on both sides in 
the wake of Likud Party 
leader Ariel Sharon's 
controversial visit to the 
Temple Mount and the 
Palestinians' destruction 

White House with Yasser Arafat on 
November 9 and November II with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak. 

of Jewish holy sites in Nablus and Jeri
cho? 

But if he failed to put together a for
mula to restart the peace talks, the Pal
estinian leader may unilaterally declare 
an independent state - as early as this 
week. And how will Israel respond if 
Arafat does declare a state, with no 
prospect for resuming the peace talks 
anytime soon? 

"We will have to respond by disen
gaging" and setting up a "flexible line of 
defence" to protect Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Ben
Ami told reporters at a special briefing 
for the Jewish media here November 3, 
a day after Barak appointed him perma
nent Israeli foreign minister. "We're not 
going to annex every part of the West 
Bank," he said. 

But the Israeli arrriy will set up "de-

Given what has happened, Ben-Ami 
told reporters, it "sounds unrealistic, 
perhaps even surrealistic" to believe that 
the two sides can strike an agreement on 
Jerusalem. 

But he said, "we need to believe that 
there is a possibility" for a settlement. 
"There is a crisis of confidence and trust 
with the parties," the foreign minister 
said. "There needs to be a process of 
mutual healing." That does not mean the 
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators have 
to become friends. "This process is not 
about love, it's about peace," he said. 
Ben-Ami is philosophical about the vio
lence that has engulfed his country dur
ing the past five weeks. "This may be a 
crisis that was needed for the parties to 
understand" the need to compromise, he 
said. 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, November 17, services 7:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, November 18, services 9:30 a.m. Mineha following services. 
Sunday, November 19, Tallit & Tefillin, 9:30 a.m. 
Monday, November 20-Thursday, November 23, services 7:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

BNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, November 17 - morning service at 7:00 a,m., evening service at 4:30 p.m., candle lighting at 4:24 p.m. 
Saturday, November 18 - morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 4:30 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:25 p.m. 
Sunday, November 19 - morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 20-Thursday, November 23 - morning service at 7:00 a.m., evening service at 4:30 p.m. 

CHAVURAT TEFl LA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, November 17. Candle lighting: 4:24 p.m. Mincha/kabbalat Shabbat: 4:20 p.m. Shacharis Saturday: 9:30 

a.m. Shabbat ends: 5:25 p.m. 
CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE 

700 Jefferson Avenue 
Daily morning service (Monday to Friday), 7:30 a.m. 
Sundays and statutory holidays, morning service, 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, November 17, Mincha and Kabballas Shabbas, 4:20 p.m. 
Saturday, November 18, morning service, 9:30 a.m.; Parshas Vayeira; Kiddish and words from the Torah at the 

conclusion of Musaf. Mincha service, after 12:00 noon. 
Traditional Orthodox services arc conducted, and everyone is welcome. 

. CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 
561 Wellington Crescent. 
Daily morning service (Monday-Friday): 7:30 a.m. Daily evening service (Monday-Friday): 6:00 p.m. Sunday 

& statutory holiday mornings: 9: 15 a.m. 
Shabbat morning service: 9: 15 a.m., evening service: 6:00 p.m. 
Shabbat morning: Leamer's minyan (ages 8-13) 10:30 to noon. Junior Congregation (younger children) 10:30 

to noon. Family Minyan.(young children & parents) 10:30. 
Prairie Ruach Minyan - worship for the mind, body, heart & soul- starting November 10 at8 p.m. and continuing 

the 2nd Friday of each month. 
HERZLIA-ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 

Service schedule for week of November IS-24, Parsha Yayera. 
Candle lighting November 17 at 4:23 p.m. Mincha: 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November IS: Shabbat morning service at 9:00 a.m. Mincha at 4:00 p.m. Followed by Maariv/ 

Havdallah. Shabbat ends at 5:24 p.m. 
Junior Congregation 3-5 years. 6-S years. 
NCSY Youth Minyan (for ages 9-IS) beings 9: 15 a.m. promptly. 
Sunday Shacharit services at 9:00 a.m. 
Daily shacharit services: 7:00 a.m. Mincha/maariv services: 4:00 p.m. 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, November 17, sundown 4:42 p.m., candle lighting at 4:24 p.m., morning service at 7:30 a.m .. evening 

service at 4:20 p.m . 
Saturday, November IS, sundown 4:41 p.m .• morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 4:05 p.m. Shabbat 

ends at 5:23 p.m. 
Sunday, November 19. sundown 4:36 p.m .• morning service at 9:00 a.m .. evening service at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 20-Thursday, November 23, sundown 4:36 p.m., morning service at 7:30 a.m., evening 

service at 4:30 p.m. 
TALMUDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle lighting time for Friday, November 17 at 4:24 p.m. 
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:25 p.m. 
Saturday morning service at 9: 15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Vayera. Mincha service at 4:00 p.m., followed by 

Talmud Shiur. Shabbat ends at 5:25 p.m. 
Sunday shacharit service at 9:00 a.m. 
Daily shacharit service (Monday to Friday) at 7:30 a.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4: 15 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox services arc conducted. and everyone is invited to attend. 
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Jewish protestors clash with police 
National Religious Party MKs, Shaul Yahalom and Yigal Bibi November 9 
trying to persuade the police to let them through to Rachel's Tomb. Copyright: 
Isranet. 

Jewish protestors clashed with police at a road block south of Jerusalem November 
9 in an effort to get access to Rachel's Tomb. November 9 is traditionally the yatzheit 
(memorial Jay) of the matriarchs death. 

After many request by Jews from all over the world, the authorities agreed to allow 
Jews to pray at the site just for November 9, but November 8 the Chief of Staff Major
General Shaul Mofaz rescinded permission on the grounds of security. 

National ReI igious Party MKs, Shaul Yahalom and Yigal B ibi tried to persuade the 
police to let them through, but the police were unmoved. Several protestors were 
taken away by police when they tried to break the police cordon. 
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