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Jews, (Christians pay 
homage to survivors of 
'Voyage of the Damned' 

Ottawa ceremony gesture of Christian atonement 

By GLEN had a meeting with the 
MacKENZIE evangelists, who call 

Evelyn Hecht and themselves the 
Willard Thiessen don't Watchmen, to express 
exactly have a lot in thanks for their gesture of 
common. atonement on behalf of 

One is the Jewish Christians. 
Federation of Winnipeg! The survivors, who 
Combined Jewish ranged in age from their 
Appeal's community 60s upwards, also 
relations director, the enjoyed meeting again 
other a Winnipeg-based with fellow survivors of 
Christian evangelist. the St. Louis, many of 

But they and about 300 ~vhom they hadn't seen 
other Christians and 
Jews gathered at the 
Chateau Laurier Hotel in 
Ottawa earlier this month 
to share a common and 
quite emotional experi
ence. They paid homage 
to 25 survivors of the 
Jewish refugee ship the 
St. Louis. With close to 
1,000 other Jews, they 
endured what has become 
known as The Voyage of 
the Damned. Country 
after country turned'them 
away, forcing them to 
return to Hitler-era 
Europe and eventual 
deaths for most in Nazi 
concentration camps. 

"I must say I was skep
tical about going to 
Ottawa. Jews are skepti
cal about Christians, 
especially evangelicals, 
who are always prosely
tizing," Hecht said. They 
don't always want to let 
us be who we are, so it 
was hard to think they 
didn't have some ulterior 
motive. 

EVELYN HECHT, 
community relations 
director, Jewish 
Federation of 
Winnipeg/Combined 
Jewish Appeal: "I 
really felt a,at ease" 
with evang~ists at the 
gathering. II 
the St. Louis. 

Hecht said Ottawa's 
Roman Catholic bishop, 
Marcel Gervais, who rep
resented the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, told the gather
ing Catholics have to go 
out of their way to social
ize with and mix with 
Jews, to walk shoulder to 
shoulder with them and 
get to know them. "And," 
she says, "I know we as 
Jews can walk side by 
side with our Christian 
brothers and sisters and 
share values of peace and 
justice. 

In years. 
Thiessen, best known 

for hosting It's a New 
Day, a regular morning 
program on CKND-TV, 
said he hopes one lasting 
impact of the meeting 
will see "a sensitivity 
towards the whole Jewish 
issue, a greater sensitivity 
in the church. 

"I pray it will open the 
door to greater co-opera
tion between Christians 
and Jews." 

He said participating in 
the activities gave him a 
better insight into the fact 
Christians haven't been 
so great in their treatment 
of Jews, and also taught 
him something about the 
history of Canada. "We 
realized there wasn't anti
Semitism just in 
Germany or France. It 
was here, too." 

Thiessen also affirms 
that "what happened in 
the past shows you where 
your heart really was, If 
you were a mcer guy, 
there are things you 
wouldn't have done. 

"In Ottawa, there were 
opportunities to express 
what is going on in our 
hearts now." 

The husband of Miriam Amitai, 35, hugs his cry
ing father in front of his wife's body during a 
funeral in the settlement of Ofra, north of the 
West Bank town of Ramallah, on November 20. 
Amitai, a mother of four, was killed in a school 
bus bomb attack in the Gaza strip. Credit: Brian 
HendlerlJTA. 

News analysis 

School bus terror attack. spurs 
rethinking of response to' violence 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - A terror bombing against 
an Israeli school bus in the Gaza Strip this week is 
forcing Prime Minister Ehud Barak to re-evaluate his 
response to Palestinian violence. Since violence 
erupted across the region in late September, Barak 
has adhered to what he has described as a policy of 
restraint in hopes of avoiding an escalation of the 
conflict and leaving the door open for the resumption 
of negotiations with the Palestinians. 

The November 20 attack - which claimed the lives 
of two Israeli civilians and wounded nine others, 
including five children - has raised new questions 
about whether the Palestinian Authority really wants 
to resume talks. 

Hours after the attack, Israeli army helicopters and 
navy ships rocketed Palestinian targets in Gaza City. 
(Cont. on page 24. See "School bus terror attack".) 

"But," she says, "I real
ly felt at ease with these 
people. They had come 
from across Canada 
because they truly 
believed in this.There 
were a lot of tears there. 
They really shared what 
was in their hearts," 

"Those at the meeting 
wanted to see a kind of 
trickle-down effect. We 
talk about interfaith activ
ities. But how does all this 
affect the average person 
in the pew? This was the 
first time I'd really had 
this kind of experience. 
Words can't express the 
emotion of it all." 

As for the future, Hecht 
says "If these people (at 
the meeting) are really 
serious, then whenever 
Jews are threatened by 
anti-Semitism, they will 
be there for us. And, if 
that's so, we'll have 
friends we can call upon." 

Edmonton synagogues firebombed 
The gathering was 

largely a repentance for 
the kind of anti-Semitism 
in Canada that gave 
Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King an 
excuse to follow the lead 
of so many other coun
tries in refusing safe 
haven for passengers of 

Reider 
Insurance 
Services 

Hecht said the sur
vivors of the SI. Louis 

By PAUL LUNG EN 
TORONTO - Two Edmonton syna

gogues were fire-bombed last week, 
one of them for the second time since 
Mideast violence flared in late 
September. 

There were no injuries and damage 
was light at both the Beth Shalom 
Synagogue in downtown Edmonton 

and the Beth Israel Synagogue in the 
city's west end. The attacks took place 
within half an hour of each other in the 
early morning hours last Wednesday. 
Less than two days later, police arrest
ed a suspect in connection with the 
first incident. 
(Cont. on page 18. See "Edmonton 
synagogues".) 

'Reider Insurance Services a c NOW ACCEPTING: 

Corydon @ Cockburn 
749 Corydon Ave. 
Ph: 284·5142 
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Garden City Square 
843 Leila (Sateway Entrance) 

Ph: 338·3888 

Norlhllale Shopping Centre 
1:m9 McPhlnips SI. 
Ph: 334·4319 
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