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CeLebrate the music, 
ceLebrate the book, 
ceLebrate our success! 

The jewish Heritage Centre ofWE~stE~r[l c.::ll~~d~ I 
in conjunction with the jewish UVUI'" J;;dl "lr'I\Jlt",c::, 

the community to its 

featuring an unique 

interlude with 

" books • 

British films for, by and about Jews 
reflect comntunity's new confidence 
By RICHARD ALLEN 
GREENE 

7;j' ONDON (JTA)-
@' The four Chasidic 
~, 

JiL-..d Jews pass through 
security with only a mi
nor delay. They take an 
elevatorto an upper floor. 
They walk down a hall- -
way. They enter a dia
mond merchant's work
shop. They pull guns from 
under their coats and 
threaten to blow people's 
heads off if they don t 
hand over a huge 84-carat 
diamond. Welcome to 
"Snatch." Playing a Jewish diamond honcho named A vi from New York, 

actor Dennis Farina takes a break with cast mate Vinnie Jones, 
who plays Bullet Tooth Tony, on the set of Guy Ritchie's film 
"Snatch." A number of recent British films feature Jewish 
characters. Credit: Sebastian Pearson for Screen Gems. 

an actor in the mold of a 
young John Travolta who 
has played supporting 
roles in "The Usual Sus-

researched 
"Snatch" 
himself. Joel 
Grunberger, 
a Jewish 
jeweler who 
works In 

London's 
Hatton Gar
den dia
mond dis
trict, was 
called in to 
advise 
Ritchie 
about Jews 
and dia
monds. 

" Guy 
wanted au
thenticity," 
Grunberger 

The latest movie from 
British writer-director 
Guy Ritchie - known both 
for his film "Lock, Stock 
and Two Smoking Bar
rels" and for being the 
father of Madonna ' s new
born son, Rocco -
"Snatch" is the story of 
the aftermath of that lleist. 
It's filled with Jewish 
characters. Or is it? After 
the raid, the "Chasids" 
strip off their beards and 
coats to reveal that one of 
them is Benicio Del Toro, 

. peets" and "Basquiat." 

and sprinkles his speech 
with Yiddish, but he s 
played by the Italian
American actor Dennis 
Farina . 

said. "I tried 
to infuse the Jewish char
acters with Yiddishisms 
and phrases that are used 
in the diamond industry," 
he added. "Jewishness is 
not a running theme of 
the film. It's incidental, 
just a vehicle to move the 
film onwards," 
Grunberger said. "It's not 
a haimishe version of 
what Jews are supposed 
to be like," he concluded. 

~1:orn the (9 Lt) 
Q4Jo1:Lt) to the 

YIDDISH FOLK MUSIC THROUGH THE DECADES 

Sunday, December 3, 2000 • 2:00 pm 

Rosh Pina Synagogue 

with Arky Berkal, Gerry Daien, Phyllis Dana, Evelyn Hecht, 
Alissa Kaplan, Avivah Katz, Shoshana Kravetsky, Phyllis Laveman, 
Tzivie Meyers, Mitch Parks, David Pesochin, Harvey Pollock, Rita 
Reichbart, Archie Stone and Noach Witman, plus Dee Yoon-geh 
Bahd-cho-neem, The Quartet Plus Singers, The Stay Young Choir 
and The Winnipeg Yiddish Choir. ' 

Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased " 

at the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada' .• 
or by phoning 477-7460. ", , , 

The hood he's sup
posed to deliver the dia
mond to, "Doug the 
Head," is described as 
"not being Jewish but pre
tending to be." Doug the 
Head's American cousin, 
Avi, wears a black kipah 

Ritchie, whose comic 
gangster films put him 
firmly in the tradition of 
director Quentin 
Tarantino, best known for 
"Pulp Fiction," and 1960s 
British caper comedies 
like "The Italian Job," 

Yitzhak Shamir bo~k offers 
ideas from the nationalist camp 

Conversations With Yitzhak Shamir 
by Haim Misgav, translated by David 
Aisner. Jerusalem: Talpiot Press, 
2000. 204 pp. (English translation, 
Frank Promotion, Pleasantville, N. Y.) 
By AARON LEIBEL 
Arts Editor 
The Washington Jewish Week 

\\1 ASHINGTON - No one can 
, accuse YltzhakShamiroftak

ing the well-trodden path. At 
20, he made aliyah from his native Po
land in 1935, when most Zionists (then 
as now) preferred to talk the talk but not 
walk the walk. 

In the 1940s, he led the Lehi (Stem 
• Gang), the most radical of the prestate 

Jewish organizations. As prime minis
ter, he resisted all efforts to try for a 
land-for-peace deal. (So did almost all 
of the Arab world then, including the 
Palestinians.) And, of course, he vocif
erously opposes the Oslo Accords. 

This book, originally published in 
Hebrew in 1997, is a polemic against the 
underlying assumptions of the peace 
process. As such, most of this English 
translation written in a question-answer 
format is stiH fresh and relevant (an 
exception: the questions and answers 
dealing with then Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu). 

Shamir arrived in British Mandatory 
Palestine as a student, but financial con
siderations forced him to go to work to 
support himself. (His father, mother and 
other family members, who stayed in 
Poland, were killed during the Holo
caust.) His arrival coincided with the 
1936 Arab riots, but the mainline Jewish 

YITZHAK SHAMIR, 
former Israeli prime 
minister: He was a 
member of The Stern 
Gang - a more militant 
group in Irgun. 

defense 
organiza
tion, the 
Haganah, 
was inef
fectual in 
defending 
Jew s , 
Shamir 
says. 

L eft -
win g 
yishuv 
leaders 
w ere 
preaching 
a policy of 
havlagah 
(restraint). 
Tho s e 
same lead
ers alsore
fused to 

resist, as the British authorities reneged 
on their promises to facilitate the estab
lishment of a Jewish state. The reason 
for that timidity, says Shamir, is that the 
Jews had been corrupted by their coop
eration with the British authorities. 

Shamir joined the more militant Irgun, 
which, Shamir explains, favored the 
immediate establishment of a Jewish 
state (by use of force) rather than the 
Labor movement's policy of slowly in
creasing settlement in Palestine. The 
Lehi (Stem Gang) split off from the 
Irgun after the onset of WWII. 
(Cont. on page 13, See "Shamir 
book".) 

Wednesday. November 22. 2000. THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 13 

• ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT / books 

Author injects his own emotions into 
story of Luba'vitch in Iowa town 

History Channel to feature 
stories of diplomats who 

saved Jewish lives 
By PETER EPHROSS 

'NEW YORK 
(JT A) - Stephen 

, Bloom admits 
that the first draft of his 
book about a Lubavitch 
enclave in rural Iowa 
lacked something: his 
own personal story. In this 
early account, he wrote 
about the culture clash 
between members of the 
Chasidic group, who set
tled in Iowa beginning in 
the mid-1980s around a 
kosher slaughterhouse, 

Shamir book 
(Cont. from page 12.) 

and the longtime resi
dents of the sleepy town 
of Postville. But Bloom 
de-emphasized his reac
tions to his own encoun
ters with the town's 
Christian residents and 
the Chasidic Jews. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

So the Jewish profes
sor of journalism at the 
University of Iowa, re
worked it. In his new 

The Irgun joined the Labor Zionists in calling a truce 
with the British until the Nazis could be defeated; a 
minority of the Irgun, including Shamir, who became 
Lehi commander, rejected that cease-fire. 

After the war, Shamir worked for the Mossad. Even
tually, he returned to politics, becoming speaker of the 
Knesset and foreign minister. Shamir succeeded Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin when Begin resigned in 
1983, and served as prime minister on his own right 
from 1986 to 1992. All our ideas are at least partially 
forged in the individual furnaces of our experiences. 

From his personal history as Zionist, Lehi com
mander, sole survivor of a family destroyed in the 
Holocaust, Mossad employee, Knesset member and 
prime minister, Shamir has developed some very par
ticular ideas on a variety of subjects: On Zionism: "I am 
a Zionist in every part of my soul and with everything 
I possess. It is impossible for me not to be. In my 
opinion, a man has no right to consider himself a part 
of the Jewish people without also being a Zionist, 
because Zionism states that in order for a Jew to live as 
a Jew, he needs to have his own country, his own life 
and his own culture." 

On aliyah: "First of all, we need to explain to Jews in 
the Diaspora that our heritage and culture, the very 
essence of our being, obliges every Jew to live in Eretz 
Yisrael. So long as Jews wander throughout the world, 
they will not be safe. More calamities can be expected 
of no less an impact than those that occuned during the 
Holocaust. Hatred of Jews has not passed." 

On the United States: "Everything is relative, of 
course. But I am convinced that a deep friendliness 
towards Israel resides there (in the U.S.). That was not 
always the case. This friendliness began in general 
after the Six Day War, when the Americans understood 
the strategic advantage they could achieve by support
ing Israel. This was the point when Israel became a 
strategic asset in the struggle between the two hemi
spheres (the U.S. and the Soviet Union)." 

On Palestinian and Israeli Arabs: "We must decide 
that this very small piece ofland is ours. Therefore, we 
must strengthen Israel's sovereignty over (Ill of west
ern Eretz Yisrael (Israel (lnd the West Bank). We will 
not expel even one Arab, but by no means can there be 
two sovereign states in this tiny land. With regards to 
Arab demands for national self-expression in Jude(l 
and Samaria, we must tell them that we are prep(lred to 
grant them only municipal autonomy, and nothing 
beyond that. 

By TOM TUG END 

.......... , ..... , . , .... 

mono
lithic 
Chris
tian cul
ture he 
discov
ered in 
Iowa. 

LOS ANGELES, (JT A) - During the darkest days 
of the Holocaust, 63 diplomats from 24 countries 
risked their careers, and in some cases their lives, by 
issuing unauthorized visas and protective letters to 
save an estimated 200,000 Jews. The deeds of four of 
these brave envoys are honored in the documentary 
film "Diplomats for the Damned," to air over U.S. 
cable's History Channel on November 26 at 10 p.m. 

A CLASH OF CULTURES 
• 1M HEARHAtW AMERICA 

As he 
puts it, 
" 0 n 
Easter, 
the big
city pa
per, the 
Ced ar 
Rapids 
Gazette, 
ran a 
banner 
head
lin e : 
• H E 

The rescuers were not highly placed ambassadors 
and plenipotentiaries, but middle-level consuls and 
attaches, who had every incentive to play it safe and 
follow orders from above. Chronicled in the documen
tary are American Hiram Bingham, Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes of Portugal, Charles Lutz of Switzerland, and 
Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz of Germany. 

'Postville: A Clash of Cultures in Heart
land America,' by Stephen Bloom. 

HAS 
RISEN.' 
o the r 

As U.S. vice consul in Marseilles, France, in 1940, 
Bingham defied orders and issued safe passes, letters 
of transit and falsified visas to save some 2,000 Jews -
among them artists like Marc Chagall and Max Ernst. 
Sousa Mendes was the Portuguese consul general in 
Bordeaux during the fateful month of June 1940, when 
France fell and refugees desperately sought to escape 
the advancing Nazi army. 

Against direct orders from Lisbon, Sousa Mendes 
not only issued 10,000 visas to Jews and 20,000 to 
others, but personally helped hundreds of Jewish refu
gees through a checkpoint at the French-Spanish bor
der. For his courage, Sousa Mendes, the father of 13, 
was dismissed by his government, lost all his property 
and died in poverty. Lutz was the consul for Switzer
land in Budapest during the last two years of the war. 
He invented the "protective letter" for Jews - later 
adopted by Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg - set 
up a string of 76 "safe houses" and even managed to 
channel 10,000 Jewish children to Palestine. 

draft, he says, "I try to act 
as a tour guide who al
lows the reader to follow 
the nanator inside this 
extraordinary commu
nity." 

The result: "Postville: 
A Clash of Cultures in 
Heartland America," a 
book that has already gar
nered much praise. It was 
featured as a Book of the 
Month Club selection in 
the United States. But 
Bloom created something 
more. By weaving his 
own personal journey in to 
the book, he created a 
classic tale of a struggle 
for an American Jewish 
identity, updated for the 
21 st century. 

Bloom is the son Jew
ish parents want their 
daughter to bring home. 
Handsome, with dark 
curly hair, he's both 
thoughtful and forceful in 
conversation. He was an 
award-winningjournalist 
who worked for several 
major newspapers before 
he uprooted his wife and 
young son to Iowa City, 
where he took a job at the 
university there. A com
plex move for someone 
who grew up near New 
York and was accus
tomed to liberal, cosmo
politan San Francisco, the 
migration was made all 
the more difficult by the 

than being offensive and 
irrelevant to non-Chris
tians, the head I ine broke 
all therulesofnewsjudg
ment that I preached to 
my students. The event 
was neither breaking 
news nor could it be cor
roborated by two inde
pendent sources." , i . " 

IVAN EYRE 

NOVEM!)ER 25 TO DECEM!)ER 9, 2000 
A Major Exhibi~ion of PQin~in~l, 

5culp~ure and Drawin~1 
For a free catalogue, phone (204) 237 1622 

or visit our website: ' 
www.lochmayberry.com 

LocL and Mavberry Fine All Inc. 
306 St. Mary's Rd., Wrnnipeg, Manitoba, R2~ 1 J8 
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$" For Reservations Please call ASAP to * Join us this Chanukah at Chabad-Lubavitch . . . . 
.~ fi db tiifi I lj' 'I L tk lI.T' ht' Mrs. Brocha Altem at 339-$737 or Mrs. Chana Heldmgsfeld at 489-9733 .~ ." or a warm an eau u .I.·aml'Y a e HIg . ., 
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